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Number  264  January  1987 


The  Cherry  Lane  Gardens  of 

GLENN  F.  CORLEW 

2988  Cherry  Lane  •  Walnut  Creek,  California  94596 

NEW  FOR  1987 

JUST  DESSERTS  (Corlew  1987)  $30.00 

A  coral-pink  self  of  great  substance.  The  petals  are  lightly  ruffled 
and  the  beard  is  bright  tangerine.  Like  a  scrumptious  dessert  is 
served  at  the  conclusion  of  the  meal,  JUST  DESSERTS  displays 
its  beauty  at  the  very  end  of  the  bloom  season.  Seedling 
#1 158-2A.  (Storybook  X  Coral  Dawn). 

VICTORIAN  (Corlew  1987)  $35.00 

Some  iris  are  difficult  to  describe  in  words  and  VICTORIAN  is  one 
of  them.  The  color  is  blending  of  orchid-pink  that  is  both 
appealing  and  elusive.  The  beard  is  a  deeper  orchid-pink.  EC 
and  Best  Seedling  at  the  1986  Oakland  Show.  Seedling 
#1 105-1 B.  (Storybook  X  ((Pink  Fringe  x  Tralee)  x  Cornerstone). 


1/Tcto'iTan  ! Glenn  F.  Co'ile^  1 9 87) 


VISION  IN  PINK  (Wood  1987)  $30.00 

Indeed  a  “vision  in  pink".  Standards  are  smooth  baby  ribbon  pink 
and  falls  are  the  same  with  lighter  area  in  the  center.  A  vigorous 
grower  and  produces  tall,  well  branched  stalks.  Seedling  #83-28. 
(((Flaming  Arrow  x  Gaulter  Seedling)  x  Carved  Angel)  x 
Paradise). 

Order  from  this  ad  or  send  500  for  complete  list. 
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from  the  Desk 
of  the 
President 

James  Rasmussen 


It  is  a  humbling  experience  to  become  President  of  the  American  Iris 
Society,  the  people  who  have  meant  such  a  great  deal  to  me  for  over  a  quarter 
of  a  century — for  almost  half  of  my  life!  Succeeding  such  an  outstanding 
president  as  Ron  Mullin  makes  me  even  more  aware  of  the  challenge  that  lies 
ahead  for  me. 

It  is  hard  to  find  adequate  adjectives  to  describe  our  outgoing  president. 
“Untiring”  must  surely  be  his  middle  name,  because  he  has  proved  himself 
during  the  term  of  his  presidency,  and  long  before  that,  to  be  untiring  in  the 
leadership  he  provided,  the  effort  he  put  forth,  the  enthusiasm  he  showed,  the 
sympathetic  ear  he  lent  to  one  and  all,  and  the  tremendous  amount  of  work  he 
has  done  for  the  Society.  None  of  the  above  must  be  in  the  past  tense, 
however,  as  the  AIS  will  continue  to  count  on  Ron  Mullin’s  abilities  and  efforts 
in  its  behalf,  as  well  as  those  of  all  the  other  willing  and  able  members  among 
its  ranks.  As  Ron  said  in  his  first  “Presidential  Letter”:  Any  organization  is  only 
as  good  as  its  members. 

As  I  read  through  articles  written  by  past  leaders  of  the  American  Iris 
Society,  it  becomes  apparent  that  there  are  two  recurrent  themes:  the  one  of 
promotion  of  interest  in  the  iris,  the  other  of  promotion  of  interest  in  the  people 
of  our  organization.  To  these  worthwhile  ends  I  would  like  to  add  a  third: 
certainly  nothing  new,  but  the  logical  consequence  of  both — UNITY.  Past 
leaders  have  mentioned  “internal  strife,”  a  condition  which  should  not  exist  in 
a  group  which  is  dedicated  to  a  common  interest,  such  as  we  are.  Differences 
of  opinion,  at  whatever  level  they  may  occur  within  the  society,  should  never 
overshadow  our  aim  of  promoting  the  flower  which  provides  us  with  so  much 
enjoyment  and  happiness. 

The  American  Iris  Society  provides  us  with  the  organizational  structure 
within  which  all  of  us,  its  members,  must  operate.  All  of  us  may  not  always  like 
all  that  takes  place  within  this  organization,  but,  above  all,  we  must  keep  in 
mind  that  “iris  politics”  can  never  be  allowed  to  become  an  end  in  themselves. 
They  must  never  be  more  than  a  step  toward  the  goal  of  sharing  our  love  for 
irises  with  our  fellow  man. 
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At  all  levels  of  our  organizational  structure,  a  terrific  amount  of  work  is  being 
done,  and  countless  hours  of  precious  time  are  being  given.  All  those  of  us 
who  have  “paid  our  dues”  in  more  than  the  monetary  sense  deserve  an  extra 
pat  on  the  back!  At  this  time,  an  especially  heartfelt  thank-you  must  go  to 
retiring  board  member  James  Burch,  of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  who  has  carried 
out  the  duties  of  very  demanding  positions,  those  of  Exhibition  Chairman  and 
Membership  Secretary,  with  such  excellence. 

Even  as  many  of  us  have  tucked  in  the  iris  beds  for  the  winter,  those  of  us 
who  had  the  privilege  of  being  there,  enjoy  thinking  back  to  the  superb  1 986 
Convention  in  San  Jose.  Region  14,  thanks  again  for  a  job  well  done!  This 
convention  certainly  was  a  wonderful  experience  for  irisarians  from  this 
country  and  abroad.  It  was  especially  nice  to  find  AIS  members  taking  foreign 
visitors  under  their  wings  and  helping  break  down  the  “language  barriers.”  It 
would  be  great  if  those  of  you  who  feel  reasonably  comfortable  speaking  a 
foreign  language  could  volunteer  your  help  for  the  “Fiesta”  in  Phoenix.  It  looks 
like  we  are  headed  for  a  great  convention  where  a  wonderful  time  can  be  had 
by  all — your  efforts  might  make  it  even  more  so  for  people  who  will  have 
traveled  far  to  be  part  of  this  annual  highlight  of  our  AIS  activities.  Let  Bobby 
Shepard  in  Phoenix  know  if  you  can  help. 

We  are  all  looking  forward  to  a  new  year  of  irising.  I  am  personally  looking 
forward  to  seeing  many  of  you  in  Phoenix.  But  beyond  that,  I  am  looking 
forward  to  working  with  each  and  every  one  of  you  in  behalf  of  our  common 
interest,  the  American  Iris  Society. 


NEW  EDITOR  NEEDED 

The  membership  of  the  American  Iris  Society  wishes  to  thank  Keith 
Keppel  for  serving  as  Editor  of  the  Bulletin  for  the  past  five  years.  He  is 
retiring  as  Editor  with  this  issue,  and  we  will  have  three  guest  editors  for 
the  next  three  issues. 

The  AIS  Board  of  Directors  solicits  resumes  from  interested  and 
qualified  persons  for  the  position  of  Bulletin  Editor.  Please  address  all 
correspondence  in  regard  to  this  position  to  Claire  Barr,  12565  Cloud- 
esly  Drive,  San  Diego,  CA  92128.  She,  Olive  Rice  and  Rokki  Rockwell 
have  been  appointed  to  a  committee  to  review  all  applications. 

— James  Rasmussen 


IRIS  POST  CARDS  AVAILABLE 

Packets  of  twelve  different  iris  cards,  in  color,  are  now  available  for 
$2.00  a  packet,  or  3  packets  for  $5.00.  Checks  payable  to  the 
American  Iris  Society  should  be  sent  to: 

Jaymie  Heathcock,  Route  3,  Box  270,  Vinita,  OK  74301 
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FIESTA  PHOENIX  87 

The  Annual  Convention  of  the 
AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 
April  14-19,  1987 

CONVENTION  HEADQUARTERS 

The  Pointe  at  Tapatio  Cliffs  Resort 
11111  North  7th  Street 
Phoenix,  Arizona  85020 
phone:  (602)  866-7500 

RATES;  Per  Suite  for  one  or  two  persons:  $82.00  plus  7.4%  tax 

For  each  additional  person:  $10.00  plus  7.4%  tax 

RESERVATIONS:  A  reservation  request  will  be  included  in  the  registration 

packet:  or,  you  may  contact  THE  POINTE  personally.  If  you 
phone,  specify  both  the  AIS  Convention  and  the  specific 
POINTE,  since  the  several  POINTES  in  the  Phoenix  area 
have  a  central  reservations  desk.  THE  POINTE  will  hold  a 
block  of  reservations  for  AIS  Members  between  April  12 
and  21.  Reservation  requests  should  be  made  before 
March  15, 1987;  a  deposit  covering  the  first  night’s  charge 
will  be  required. 

INCLUDED:  The  breakfast  Buffet  (a  full  meal,  with  an  extensive  menu,  not  just 
a  Continental  breakfast.)  Cocktails,  4:30  daily.  Parking.  Swim¬ 
ming  Pool,  Sauna,  Tennis  Courts,  Game  Room. 

AVAILABLE  BY  FEE:  Horseback  riding.  Golf.  Hayrides.  Chuckwagon  Bar- 

beques.  Transportation  around  Phoenix. 

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION  between  THE  POINTE  AT  TAPATIO  CLIFFS 

and  Sky  Harbor  airport  can  be  arranged  with  THE  POINTE  or  with  other 
services  at  the  Airport.  Charges  should  be  less  than  $25.00  round  trip — 
less  if  a  member  of  a  group.  Check  cost  in  advance  and  perhaps  compare, 
particularly  if  considering  a  cab;  outrageous  rates  periodically  recur.  Spec¬ 
ify  the  correct  POINTE. 

AND — something  special  just  for  members  of  the  American  Iris  Society:  In 
1985  THE  POINTE  cut  a  series  of  terraces  into  the  hillside  above  the  Pool 
and  below  the  Golf  Clubhouse.  In  preparation  for  Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87,  the 
Sun  Country  Iris  Society  planted  the  terraces  with  a  large  number  of  guest 
irises  so  that  AIS  members  can  inspect  these  particular  irises  in  a  leisurely 
fashion  during  the  convention! 

LOCATION:  THE  POINTE  ATTAPATIO  CLIFFS  (two  other  POINTE  Resorts  are 
located  in  other  sections  of  the  Phoenix  area)  is  about  ten  miles  north  of 
central  Phoenix  and  fifteen  miles  from  Sky  Harbor  Airport.  While  its  prox¬ 
imity  to  the  Phoenix  North  Mountain  park  and  its  northfacing  setting  on  one 
of  Phoenix’s  several  mountains  initially  conveys  an  impression  of  isolation,  it 
is  pretty  well  surrounded  by  some  of  Phoenix’s  northern  suburbs  and  is 
close  to  several  shopping  areas.  From  Interstate  1 7,  go  three  miles  east  on 
Thunderbird  Road,  then  V2  mile  south  on  7th  Street  ( not  7th  Avenue!). 
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REGISTRATION  INFORMATION 


Registrar:  Vicki  Day,  5244  W.  Sunnyside  Drive,  Glendale,  Arizona  85304. 
(It’s  hard  to  reach  her  by  phone,  but  she  will  answer  your  letters  or,  if  you 
prefer,  call  to  discuss  questions.) 

Registration  Fee: 

$142.00  if  received  before  February  15th 

$162.00  if  received  between  February  16th  and  March  15th 

$182.00  if  received  after  March  15th 

$100.00  for  youth  registration  (under  age  18) 

Partial  registration  available  only  to  those  paying  in  advance. 

Contract  Registrar  for  information. 

Fee  Includes:  The  Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87  reception,  entertainment  and  buffet;  the 
Annual  AIS  Banquet;  three  lunches;  transportation  for  three  mornings  of 
garden  tours;  the  facilities  for  various  meetings;  the  sightseeing  trip  to 
Rawhide;  four  hours  of  judges’  training;  Robin  reception. 

Payment:  Make  checks  payable  to — “AIS  1987  Convention”  and  mail  to 
Convention  Registrar. 

For  Further  Information:  The  Registrar;  or  the  convention  chair — Bobbie 
Shepard,  3342  W.  Orangewood,  Phoenix,  AZ  85051 — phone,  (602) 
841-1231. 


CONVENTION  TRAVEL  DISCOUNT 

Let  these  two  great  birds  provide  your  spring  thaw!  American  Airline’s 
Eagle  joins  forces  with  the  legendary  Phoenix  of  the  “Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87”  logo 
to  transport  you  from  this  winter’s  gloom  into  the  sunshine! 

As  the  official  airline  for  the  1987  AIS  Convention,  American  Airlines  has 
arranged  special  discount  rates:  35%  if  purchased  seven  days  prior  to 
departure,  or  40%  if  purchased  fourteen  days  in  advance. 

Reservations  are  required  and  can  be  obtained  by  calling  1  -800-433-1 790 
and  asking  for  Star  Number  051 927.  The  line  is  open  seven  days  a  week,  7:00 
AM  to  Midnight,  Central  Time. 
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“FIESTA  PHOENIX  ’87” 

Tentative  daily  schedule. 

Tuesday,  April  14,  1987. 

1 :00-9:00  PM — Registration. 

2:00  PM — AIS  Board  of  Directors. 

4:00  PM — AIS  Membership  Committee. 

7:00  PM — AIS  Regional  Vice  Presidents. 

7:00  PM — AIS  Section  Representatives. 

8:00  PM — AIS  Foundation  Trustees. 

8:00  PM — Youth  Meeting. 

8:30  PM — AIS  Regional  Vice  Presidents  and  Judges  Training  Chairman. 

Wednesday,  April  1 5,  1 987. 

10:00  AM~6:00  PM — Registration. 

10:00  AM — AIS  Board  of  Directors. 

1 :00  PM — AIS  Board  of  Directors. 

2:00  PM — Median  Iris  Society  Board  of  Directors. 

3:00  PM — AIS  Region  15  Meeting, 

3:00  PM — Robin  Reception. 

4:30  PM — Dwarf  Iris  Society  Board  of  Directors. 

5:30  PM — Society  for  Siberian  Irises  Board  of  Directors. 

7:00-9:30  PM— “FIESTA”  WELCOME. 

Thursday,  April  16,  1987. 

6:00  AM — Registration  opens. 

6:30  AM — Board  buses  at  The  Pointe;  Two  groups  of  buses. 

7:00  AM-1 2:30  PM — Each  group  tours  half  of  guest  iris  gardens  (4). 

12:30  PM — Lunch  at  The  Pointe. 

2:00  PM — Society  for  Pacific  Coast  Irises,  SI . 

3:00  PM — Society  for  Japanese  Irises,  S2. 

4:00  PM — Dwarf  Iris  Society,  S3. 

5:00  PM — Society  for  Siberian  Irises,  S4. 

6:00  PM — Open  time;  dinner  at  location  of  your  choice. 

7:30  PM — Judges  Training  #1,  Ron  Mullin,  Tall  Bearded  Irises. 

8:00  PM — Judges  Training  #2,  Jim  McWhirter,  Japanese  Irises. 

Friday,  April  17,  1987. 

6:30  AM — Board  buses  at  The  Pointe. 

7:00  AM — Each  group  tours  the  other  half  of  guest  iris  gardens  (4). 

12:30  PM — Buses  continue  to  RAWHIDE  for  recreation,  lunch  and  sights. 

3:30  PM — Buses  return  to  The  Pointe. 

4:30  PM — Reblooming  Iris  Society,  S5. 

4:30  PM — Spuria  Iris  Society,  S6. 

5:30  PM — Open  time;  dinner  at  location  of  your  choice. 

7:00  PM — Judges  Training,  #3,  Melody  Wilhoit,  Louisiana  Irises. 

7:30  PM — Judges  Training,  #4,  Ron  Mullin,  Awards  and  Ballots. 

Saturday,  April  1 8,  1 987. 

6:30  AM — Board  buses  at  The  Pointe. 

7:00  AM — Buses  tour  the  three  guest  iris  gardens  not  previously  toured. 

1 1 :30  AM — Touring  buses  proceed  on  to  Lunch. 

1 :00  PM — Buses  return  to  The  Pointe. 

2:30  PM — Louisiana  Iris  Society  of  America,  S7. 

3:30  PM — Aril  Society  International,  S8. 

4:30  PM — Median  Iris  Society,  S9 

4:30  PM — Median  Iris  Society  Regional  Representatives. 

5:30  PM — SIGNA  (Species  Iris  Group),  S10. 

6:30  PM — No  Host  Bar. 

7:30  PM— AIS  ANNUAL  BANQUET. 

Sunday,  April  19,  1987. 

Daybreak — Easter  Sunrise  Services  (by  arrangement). 

Note:  A  Breakfast  Buffet  will  be  served  guests  of  The  Pointe  at  6:00  AM  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday. 
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GARDENS  (AND  GARDENERS) 

OF  “FIESTA  PHOENIX  ’87” 

Carroll  M.  Elmore,  Arizona 

Each  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Iris  Society  has  its  distinguishing 
features.  Fond  memories  of  familiar  faces  and  beautiful  irises  and  gardens 
are  recalled  in  the  context  of  the  convention  setting.  Memories  of  Boston  are 
unique,  as  are  those  of  Seattle  or  Indianapolis.  Last  year’s  San  Jose  conven¬ 
tion  was  unique  in  having  beautiful  fields  of  color  in  the  gardens  of  so  many 
professional  growers  and  hybridizers. 

This  year’s  convention,  “Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87”,  may  well  be  remembered  for 
its  early  date — April  14-19 — early  enough  that  most  members  will  return  to 
their  own  spring  bloom  after  the  convention.  Comparing  the  “Fiesta  Phoenix 
’87”  spring  bloom  with  their  own  bloom  will  be  natural  and  may  add  another 
dimension  to  their  having  attended.  While  only  a  small  group  of  AIS  members 
will  be  able  to  compare  their  semitropical  plants,  many  members  may  be 
surprised  to  find  so  many  familiar  plants  in  Phoenix.  Some  gardens  resemble 
those  of  the  East  or  Midwest  more  than  the  desert  Southwest.  Phoenicians, 
perhaps  even  more  than  southern  Californians,  are  often  but  a  few  years  from 
their  gardens  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  they  prefer  to  continue  growing 
their  favorite  plants,  rather  than  only  remembering  them. 

Each  member  attending  the  convention  should  feel  at  home  in  at  least  one 
of  the  gardens  where  the  2500-3000  guest  irises  are  growing.  Those  whose 
beds  and  borders  add  to  the  beauty  of  their  homes  will  find  guest  irises 
growing  in  similar  settings  in  Phoenix,  but  guest  irises  will  also  be  found  in 
Phoenix’s  only  commercial  iris  garden;  among  the  many  beds  and  borders  of 
a  beautifully  landscaped  estate;  in  a  hybridizer-specialist’s  garden;  and  in 
several  smaller  gardens,  together  with  the  results  of  amateur  hybridizers. 
Some  will  be  growing  in  the  pure  culture  of  large  iris  beds,  others  mixed  with 
cacti  or  roses  or  agaves! 

Most  of  the  gardens  are  well-established,  but  one,  that  at  the  convention 
hotel,  was  a  rocky,  dry  quarry  hillside  until  The  Pointe  gardeners  cut  the 
terraces  so  that  members  of  the  host  society,  Sun  Country  Iris  Society,  could 
plant  the  guest  irises  in  1985.  The  following  notes  will  tell  a  bit  about  the 
gardeners  and  their  gardens  that  will  be  on  tour.  .  .  . 

Mary  and  Michael  Bruner 

As  co-chair  of  the  convention  guest  iris  committee,  Mary  is  suspected  of 
having  screened  the  guest  irises  and  planted  the  best  in  her  already  exten¬ 
sive  borders.  Expect  her  300  non-guest  irises  to  be  matched  by  a  nearly 
equal  number  of  guests,  including  tall  and  border  beardeds,  louisianas  and 
spurias.  One  bed  is  beneath  a  hummingbird’s  nest. 

An  iris  grower  for  a  number  of  years,  Mary  is  one  of  Sun  Country’s  few  AIS 
judges  and  has  particular  interest  in  louisianas  and  spurias.  She  is  an  Admin¬ 
istrative  Assistant  for  the  Arizona  Fish  and  Game  Department,  and  Michael  is 
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a  carpenter.  When  out  of  the  garden,  they  may  be  found  in  Arizona’s  moun¬ 
tains,  fishing  or  hunting. 

Charlene  and  Faust  Errigo 

The  Errigo  garden  combines  skillful  planting  with  talented  growing  to  make 
the  best  use  of  a  typical  subdivision  lot.  The  selection  of  non-guest  irises  and 
the  quality  of  their  growth  are  not  surprising,  for  Charlene  is  a  past-president 
of  the  Sun  Country  society.  Bogs  are  scarce  in  Phoenix,  but  they  have  a  next- 
best  thing  for  growing  louisianas:  a  bed  lined  with  plastic. 

Faust  has  a  locksmith  service  and  Charlene  works  in  retail  sales. 

Frankie  and  Larry  Johnsen 

Larry’s  meticulous  attention  to  detail  (he  is  a  custom  machinist)  combines 
with  Frankie’s  artistic  taste  and  talent  to  make  their  home,  yard  and  gardens  a 
showplace  in  their  west  Phoenix  neighborhood.  A  curbside  bed  of  outstand¬ 
ing  black  tall  beardeds  is  an  eye-catcher,  but  the  guest  irises  and  many 
choice  varieties  will  be  found  in  the  backyard  gardens.  The  beds  should  carry 
an  unusually  large  number  of  seedlings — guests  and  Larry’s  arilbred 
crosses. 

The  Johnsens  use  a  number  of  varieties  of  desert  plants  in  their  landscap¬ 
ing,  and  you’ll  see  beds  of  aloes,  gerberas  and  other  plants. 

“M  &  M”  Gardens 

When  two  families,  living  side  by  side,  share  raising  and  hybridizing  irises, 
a  degree  of  mutual  interest  and  teamwork  is  perhaps  not  surprising;  when 
each  accepts  a  group  of  guest  irises  for  a  convention,  increased  cooperation 
is  essential;  but  when  their  surnames  each  starts  with  “M”,  then  the  pair  of 
gardens  seems  predetermined  to  be  called  “M  &  M”  Gardens.  With  typical 
good  humor,  the  seven  irisarians  with  the  names  of  Miller  and  Mosca  have 
accepted  the  nickname. 

Carol  and  Gary  Miller,  with  youth  members  Tim  and  Corrine,  make  up  half 
the  group;  Donna  and  Ken  Mosca,  plus  youth  member  Jeffery  (and  young 
Jennifer)  make  up  the  other  half.  Gary,  who  is  president-elect  of  Sun  Country 
Iris  Society,  works  at  the  post  office;  Ken  is  an  insurance  investigator  and 
Donna  teaches  kindergarten.  The  Millers  have  racing  pigeons,  but  don’t 
expect  them  to  stand  for  parade  during  the  tours,  as  they’ll  be  away  racing. 

If  time  permits,  perhaps  you’ll  see  results  of  some  recent  crosses.  In  any 
case,  you’ll  see  the  effective  use  of  irises  in  the  landscaping  of  relatively  small 
city  lots. 

Ardi  and  Ray  Kary 

Formerly  a  citrus  orchard,  their  subdivision  on  the  East  Phoenix-Scottsdale 
border  continues  to  use  these  evergreen  trees  as  the  basis  for  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  landscaping,  and  the  Kary  garden  is  no  exception.  Embellishments 
have  been  added  and  woven  into  the  landscaping,  including  several  patios,  a 
pool,  a  gazebo  with  spa,  and  fishponds  with  water  lilies.  And  then,  there  are 
over  500  irises!  You’ll  find  over  200  guest  irises,  mostly  tall  beardeds,  but  also 
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a  good  selection  of  medians,  spurias,  louisianas,  arilbreds,  and  even  some 
dwarfs. 

Their  youth  member  daughter,  Christina,  is  a  third  generation  irisarian.  AIS 
and  Aril  Society  International  members  will  recognize  Ardi’s  late  father,  Les 
Peterson,  as  the  hybridizer  of  C.G.  White  Award  winners  SONI  CE  and 
BANGLADESH.  After  working  with  her  father  for  six  years,  Ardi  continues  to 
grow  many  of  his  irises. 

Ray  has  an  advanced  degree  in  environmental/occupational  health  and 
safety;  together  they  have  a  consultant  service.  Their  son  Jeff  helps  with  the 
irises,  too. 

While  touring,  you  may  see  Ardi’s  1987  arilbred  introduction,  VIEWER’S 
WISH. 

Corrine  Parrish 

Those  who  would  combine  the  best  of  desert  plants  with  those  requiring 
irrigation  will  do  well  to  study  Corinne’s  plantings.  Her  irises  include  many 
classics  as  well  as  AIS  guest  irises.  And,  you’ll  find  a  wide  variety  of  roses, 
obviously  greatly  cared  about  and  for,  including  miniatures,  climbers  and  the 
in-betweens.  The  integration  of  such  desert  plants  as  yuccas  and  cacti  with 
plants  commonly  seen  on  the  Canadian  border  is  carried  out  so  that  their 
proximity  is  not  a  shock. 

A  special  treat  is  Corrine’s  orchid  tree,  located  by  the  driveway  and  defi¬ 
nitely  scheduled  to  be  in  bloom  during  the  tours.  This  member  of  the  pea  (not 
orchid)  family,  Bauhinia  variegata,  is  a  native  of  India  and  China  and  is  known 
for  its  racemes  of  light  pink  to  orchid-purple  blossoms — a  perfect  comple¬ 
ment  for  irises.  (You  may  see  other  orchid  trees  as  the  buses  tour  the  Greater 
Phoenix  area,  but  there’s  no  use  taking  a  plant  home  unless  you  can  grow 
citrus.) 

Sally  Schumacher 

The  iris  is  the  state  flower  of  Tennessee.  Being  from  Tennessee  is  an 
important  reason,  though  hardly  the  sole  one,  for  Sally’s  inclusion  of  AIS  guest 
irises  in  the  Schumacher  gardens.  Her  appreciation  for  flowering  plants  as  a 
part  of  tasteful  landscaping  is  obvious  as  one  approaches  and  enters  the 
grounds.  Less  obvious,  but  also  important,  is  the  subtle  use  of  size,  shape 
and  shadows,  including  that  from  a  nearby  mountain. 

The  grounds  are  extensive  and  the  view  and  colors  constantly  change  as 
one  strolls  through  them — an  unusual  tree  or  group  of  shrubs  here,  a  peren¬ 
nial  bed  there.  Spring  bulbs  in  one  bed,  annuals  in  another  (to  be  replaced  as 
they  pass  peak  bloom).  Groomed  turf  contrasts  with  walks,  color  beds  or 
recreation  courts  or  a  child’s  playground.  The  vertical  line  of  a  row  of  trees  may 
continue,  in  contrast,  with  a  high  wall.  Contrasts  and  similarities  are  some¬ 
times  mixed  in  near  whimsical  fashion,  as  when  the  thorny  rose  garden  is 
placed  immediately  adjacent  to  the  cacti! 

The  garden  is  far  from  static.  A  stream  splashes  and  gurgles  noisily  from 
beneath  a  portion  of  the  house  and  through  a  bed  of  Iris  pseudacorus  and 
other  water  plants  before  being  recirculated,  the  flowing  water  and  greenness 
bringing  reminders  of  distant  glens  to  the  listener,  who  may  for  a  moment 
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forget  that  the  location  is  in  the  midst  of  desert  country. 

Even  the  desert  breezes  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  gardens — they  power  a 
large  mobile  sculpture  into  slow-moving,  continuous  and  unpredictable 
change. 

The  deep  greens,  the  water,  the  trees  make  the  setting  oasis-like,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  one  compares  the  near  view  with  that  of  the  sere,  stark  tans  and 
browns  of  the  mountain. 

You’ll  find  the  guest  irises  growing  in  the  western  portion  of  the  grounds,  not 
far  from  the  vegetable  garden  and  greenhouse.  Then  come  meet  our  gra¬ 
cious  hostess  in  the  centrally  located  gazebo. 

Don  and  Bobbie  Shepard 

In  Phoenix’s  largest  commercial  iris  garden,  the  Shepards  have  nearly  400 
guest  irises  in  addition  to  their  several  thousand  “regular”  varieties.  Not 
surprisingly,  their  gardens  are  an  impressive  sight  during  spring  bloom 
season  and  are  toured  by  large  numbers  of  Phoenix  flower  lovers.  The 
grounds  surrounding  their  home  and  gardens  are  further  landscaped  by  over 
100  varieties  of  trees,  including  many  which  are  exotic  even  for  a  desert 
setting  (e.g.  Erythrina  ‘Bidwillii’ — coral  tree)  as  well  as  by  many  native  and 
exotic  shrubs  and  plants.  Succulent  lovers  will  envy  their  rock  garden! 

For  1 987  they  will  introduce  two  tall  beardeds,  BIG  DUKE  and  SPLASH  OF 
BLUE;  a  louisiana,  BOBBIE  LOU;  and  three  border  beardeds,  JESSICA 
ROSE,  LITTLE  CHRIS  and  BUTTER  AND  SPICE.  They  introduced  six  tall 
beardeds  in  1985— GRAPE  FIESTA,  SCARLET  SAGE,  JALAPENO,  CAR¬ 
AMEL  BANDITO,  HOT  PIZZAZZ,  and  DOTTED  DOVE,  plus  the  intermediate 
LITTLE  WILLIE. 

Not  being  kept  quite  busy  enough  with  their  yard  and  gardens  and  as 
mainstays  of  Sun  Country  Iris  Society,  Don  works  full  time  in  commercial 
construction  and  Bobbie  is  national  Chair  for  “Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87”. 

Winona  and  Raymond  Solomon 

Some  AIS  members  may  live  in  subdivisions  which  have  curving  drives  and 
cul-de-sacs;  if  so,  you’ll  immediately  feel  a  touch  of  home  when  you  enter  their 
rhomboid-shaped  rear  yard  after  passing  through  the  front  yard  which  is 
extensively  landscaped  with  desert  plants.  Extensive  beds,  largely  filled  with 
irises  (both  guests  and  their  own,  some  of  which  are  their  hybrids  developed 
over  a  number  of  years),  are  used  to  surround  a  large  central  grassy  area, 
putting  the  visitor  in  the  midst  of  beauty. 

Irisarians  from  the  Salt  Lake  City  area  may  recall  the  Solomons  as  fellow 
growers  in  that  area  before  their  move  to  Phoenix’s  “Valley  of  the  Sun”. 

Carole  and  Jerry  Spiess 

When  city  subdivisions  were  designed  a  few  years  ago,  the  lots  had  large 
front  yards  and  the  streets  looked  a  bit  like  boulevards,  maintaining  a  bit  of  the 
rural  space  from  which  they  had  been  carved.  The  Spiesses  have  one  of 
these  homes  and  the  openness  of  their  front  yard  extends  to  the  park-like 
space  across  the  street,  belying  their  location  in  the  midst  of  north  Phoenix. 
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You’ll  note  how  they  have  used  flood  irrigation  for  their  iris  beds  and 
elevated  japanese  garden  stepping  stones  through  the  beds  (probably  to 
facilitate  weeding — Salt  River  irrigation  water  is  known  to  bring  all  sorts  of 
seeds  with  it!).  Such  irrigation,  widely  distributed  through  this  valley  by 
canals,  was  the  characteristic  of  the  HoHokam  civilization  of  500-2500  years 
ago.  It  is  from  the  ashes  of  that  civilization  that  present-day  Phoenix  arose,  like 
the  mythical  bird. 

While  the  guest  irises,  including  louisianas  in  a  wet  bed,  will  be  the  main 
attraction,  note  also  the  touches  of  the  Old  South — magnolias  and  jasmine 
near  a  wishing  well. 

Floyd  W.  Wickenkamp 

Almost  everyone  over  the  age  of  fifty  has  heard  of  Sun  City — at  least  Del 
Webb  Properties  hope  so!  And  members  of  the  Spuria  Iris  Society  will 
recognize  Floyd’s  name  (and  many  of  his  irises,  too)  as  their  Secretary- 
Treasurer  and  former  editor  of  the  Spuria  Newsletter.  As  co-chair  of  the  guest 
iris  committee,  he  has  over  200  guests,  in  addition  to  a  similar  number  of  his 
own.  As  Sun  Country  Iris  Society’s  “Mr.  Spuria”,  it  is  not  surprising  he  has  more 
than  200  spurias  in  his  extensive  Sun  City  gardens. 

An  article  in  the  Spuria  Newsletter  lists  nearly  40  named  guest  spurias  with 
introduction  dates  between  1979  and  1987.  Probably  even  more  numerous 
are  the  unnamed  seedlings,  yet  to  be  introduced.  Guests  will  be  present  from 
such  familiar  hybridizers  as  Gaddie,  Hager,  McCown,  Niswonger,  Rowlan, 
Walker  and  Wickenkamp. 

Floyd  retired  after  thirty  years  with  the  F.C.C.  as  an  electronics  engineer  and 
was  Chief  of  their  Division  of  Engineering  and  Facilities  for  fifteen  years.  His 
fifteen  years  since  then  have  been  busy  ones  in  Sun  City,  as  you’ll  see  when 
you  tour  his  gardens.  This  is  one  of  the  gardens  to  watch  for  cacti  in  bloom — 
always  a  spectacular  sight,  particularly  when  some  of  Floyd’s  large  blooming 
varieties  show  off. 

Watch  too  for  the  results  of  Floyd’s  spuria  hybridizing,  including  SON  OF 
SUN,  DUSTY  TRAILS,  COBALT  MESA,  LOVE  FOR  LEILA,  MYSTIC  PEAK,  and 
his  1987  introduction  KITT  PEAK. 


In  response  to  several  inquiries,  our  Committee  is  considering  addi¬ 
tional  transportation  arrangements  for  members  who  have  a  disability 
difficulty  boarding  the  buses.  If  you  have  special  requirements,  please 
let  us  know  so  we  can  tailor  our  special  arrangements  to  your  needs. 
Also,  if  you  plan  to  tour  the  gardens  by  wheelchair/van  with  power¬ 
loading  tailgate,  be  sure  to  tell  us. 

Members  planning  to  attend  Fiesta  Phoenix  ’87  MUST  use  the  buses 
to  tour  the  gardens;  street  space  will  be  reserved  for  buses  and  special 
transportation  arrangements  for  the  handicapped.  In  several  in¬ 
stances,  street  space  is  severely  limited.  And,  except  for  the  single 
commercial  garden,  all  gardens  are  private  and  WILL  BE  CLOSED 
prior  to  and  during  the  convention,  except  during  the  tours. 
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Presby  Memorial  Iris  Gardens 

Fred  L.  Harvey,  New  Jersey 

The  oldest  and  most  famous  extensive  public  planting  of  irises  in  America, 
Presby  Gardens  will  celebrate  its  sixtieth  anniversary  this  year.  This  seems  an 
appropriate  time  to  review  the  garden’s  history  and  look  forward  to  the  future. 

On  a  beautiful  June  afternoon  in  1927,  citizens  of  Montclair,  New  Jersey 
gathered  in  the  Town’s  Mountainside  Park.  The  Town  Commissioners  had 
invited  the  citizens  to  help  in  the  start  of  an  iris  garden  in  memory  of  Frank 
Presby.  Mayor  Henry  Lardner  had  asked  the  Garden  Club  of  Montclair  and 
the  Montclair  Branch  of  the  National  Plant,  Flower  and  Fruit  Guild  to  help  in  the 
arrangements  for  the  meeting  and  the  general  publicity,  and  asked  the 
citizens  to  bring  iris  plants.  Presiding  with  the  Mayor  were  also  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  John  Picken,  Arthur  Hyer,  Charles  G.  Philips  and  Henry  M.  Robinson. 
The  American  Iris  Society  and  several  prominent  horticulturists  had  been 
invited.  John  C.  Wister,  President  of  the  American  Iris  Society,  responded  by 
coming  and  offering  his  services  to  the  Town  to  landscape  the  gardens.  So 
the  paths  and  the  beds  along  them  were  prepared,  and  the  beds  dug,  ready 
for  the  irises  .  .  . 

Mayor  Lardner  explained  that  the  Montclair  Art  Museum’s  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  had  come  to  the  Commissioners  with  a  request  to  establish  iris  gardens 
in  Mountainside  Park  in  memory  of  Frank  Presby,  who  had  died  November  1 , 
1924,  and  many  similar  requests  followed  that  of  the  museum’s.  The  Mayor 
spoke  of  the  services  Mr.  Presby  had  given  the  Town,  of  his  constant  efforts  to 
have  the  Town  acquire  parks  and  recreation  areas,  adding  that  Mr.  Presby  was 
very  determined  to  see  an  Art  Museum  established  in  Montclair,  working 
constantly  until  this  was  accomplished.  A  representative  of  the  American  Iris 
Society  spoke  on  the  history  and  cultivation  of  the  iris.  Walter  Kidde  delivered 
the  memorial  address,  paying  tribute  to  Mr.  Presby  in  many  ways,  bringing  out 
his  interest  in  hybridizing  irises  and  peonies  and  of  his  wide  reputation  as  a 
horticulturist.  He  spoke  of  Mr.  Presby’s  pride  in  Montclair  and  of  his  efforts  to 
further  the  aesthetic  as  well  as  the  practical  in  its  environment.  Mayor  Lardner 
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spoke  of  the  wonderful  gift  of  250  varieties  of  lilacs  Mr.  Presby  had  obtained 
from  all  over  the  world  which  he  had  presented  to  Montclair,  and  how  the 
citizens  were  indignant  at  the  way  these  lilacs  had  been  neglected  and 
discarded.  He  said  that  the  Commissioners  felt  that  if  they  were  to  have  a 
worthwhile  iris  garden  in  memory  of  Mr.  Presby,  it  must  be  taken  care  of 
properly  and  that  they  thought  they  had  worked  out  a  way. 

The  plan  proposed  was  for  a  committee  of  horticulturally-minded  citizens  to 
select  the  irises,  plan  the  gardens,  and  supervise  the  planting,  replanting  and 
care;  for  the  Garden  Club  to  endorse  the  project  and  stand  back  of  it  by 
supplying  the  committee  with  some  money  each  year  to  buy  the  finest  new 
irises;  and  for  the  Town  to  supply  the  labor  and  planting  aids.  This  plan  was 
accepted  and  has  been  followed  with  great  success.  Mayor  Lardner  asked 
Barbara  Walther  to  serve  as  chairman  of  the  Citizen’s  Committee  in  a  capacity 
similar  to  that  of  a  curator  in  a  botanical  garden  and  to  appoint,  at  any  time, 
anyone  she  felt  might  be  helpful.  He  then  appointed  a  beginning  committee. 

The  meeting  adjourned,  leaving  a  somewhat  awed  committee  surveying 
the  bushels  of  irises  that  had  been  brought  and  a  bit  frightened  at  what  they 
had  agreed  to  undertake.  They  agreed  to  meet  the  next  day,  form  themselves 
into  working  order,  and  be  ready  to  supervise  the  start  of  the  planting  on 
Monday.  Thus  was  started  the  Presby  Memorial  Iris  Gardens  of  Montclair. 

★  ★  ★  ★  ★ 

The  original  operational  plan  was  accepted  and  has  been  followed  through 
the  years.  Many  citizens  donate  generously  each  year,  both  in  terms  of  time 
and  money.  The  iris  collection  increased  following  that  auspicious  beginning; 
it  now  contains  varieties  from  1 500  right  up  to  the  latest  hybrids  of  the  1 980s. 
As  proof  of  the  garden’s  reputation,  an  award  was  received  from  an  important 
horticultural  show  in  Holland  in  1 972.  Mrs.  Walther  was  honored  in  1 967  by  the 
British  Iris  Society  with  its  top  personal  award,  the  Foster  Memorial  Plaque, 
and  other  awards  have  been  bestowed. 

Regretfully,  the  gardens  gradually  suffered  from  weed  infestation  after 
Barbara  Walther’s  health  declined.  Her  lack  of  daily  vigilance  was  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  two  town  workmen  who  had  been  assigned  as  weeders 
for  the  gardens.  The  situation  became  so  pervasive  that  the  Town  extended  to 
the  Citizen’s  Committee  the  privilege  of  seeking  its  own  solution  to  this  vexing 
problem. 

A  marked  improvement  has  been  achieved  in  the  gardens  in  the  last  few 
years,  due  to  the  innovative  idea  of  allocating  each  fifty  feet  of  bed  to  a  weeder 
who  keeps  his  or  her  bed  weed-free  for  a  weekly  fee.  Housewives,  teen¬ 
agers,  and  senior  citizens  who  relish  dabbling  in  the  garden  eagerly  seek  this 
opportunity  for  exercise  in  the  open  air,  while  feeling  they  are  adding  their  part 
to  the  future  beauty  of  Presby  Gardens.  There  is  a  waiting  list  of  those  who 
wish  to  join  their  ranks. 

The  garden  is  undergoing  a  complete  renovation  of  the  beardless  iris 
sections,  which  are  located  along  the  brook.  They  have  always  served  as  a 
fine  background  to  the  tall  bearded  iris  display,  while  continuing  the  bloom 
season  with  their  own  exotic  beauty.  In  1985  all  irises  in  these  beardless 
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sections  were  eliminated  because  of  hopeless  cross-breeding  and  the  resul¬ 
tant  confusion  of  volunteer  seedlings.  In  June  of  last  year  the  renewal  of  these 
beds  was  nearing  completion,  with  herbicide  application,  peat  moss  and 
fertilizer  incorporation,  rototilling  and  reshaping.  Dr.  McEwen  suggested  the 
names  of  other  growers  of  beardless  irises  to  contact,  and  our  response  from 
them  and  their  generosity  to  Presby  has  been  a  happy  experience.  We  now 
plan  no  more  expansion  to  the  gardens,  and  with  constant  vigilance,  when 
these  new  beds  flourish  we  feel  we  are  well  on  our  way  to  returning  Presby  to 
the  glory  reached  during  Barbara  Walther’s  fifty  years  of  motherly  care. 

For  forty  of  Barbara’s  fifty  years  at  the  garden,  I  was  her  friend  and  advisor, 
and  since  her  death  I  have  been  horticulturist  in  charge,  and  twice  past- 
president  of  the  New  Jersey  Iris  Society.  Over  the  years  Dr.  Elizabeth  Wood 
has  acted  as  a  liaison  between  Presby  and  AIS,  and  for  the  past  five  years 
Ellen  Robertson  has  served  as  garden  curator,  responsible  for  keeping  iris 
records  and  time  records,  and  as  a  live-in  caretaker  for  the  Walther  House. 

In  1975  the  Citizen’s  Committee  purchased  the  Walther  House,  which  is 
immediately  adjacent  to  the  gardens.  This  140-year-old  house,  with  its  large 
living  room,  serves  well  as  a  conference  room  for  various  groups,  as  well  as 
the  meeting  place  for  the  New  Jersey  Iris  Society,  which  was  initiated  here  by 
Barbara  Walther.  Adjoining  the  living  room  is  the  library  for  iris  books  and 
publications  and  records  of  the  gardens.  This  room  formerly  was  Mr.  Walther’s 
billiard  room.  The  roomy  kitchen  makes  preparing  refreshments  a  pleasant 
task. 

The  last  two  weeks  of  May  and  first  week  of  June  comprise  the  blooming 
period  for  the  tall  bearded  irises.  During  this  display,  hundreds  of  visitors  are 
welcomed  by  hostesses  who  can  furnish  post  cards,  literature,  and  answers 
to  inquiries.  Guided  group  tours  may  be  arranged.  The  gardens  are  open, 


Walther  House 
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Median  Borders  in  Bloom 


free  to  all,  although  donations  to  the  work  (while  not  solicited  at  that  time)  are 
gratefully  received.  Although  the  tall  beardeds,  accented  by  the  Siberians, 
constitute  the  grand  show,  earlier  cheerfulness  can  be  found  in  late  April 
when  the  dwarf  varieties  flower,  followed  by  the  medians.  A  surprise  awaits 
with  the  arrival  in  late  June  of  the  louisianas,  spurias  and  japanese  iris 
blooms. 

With  the  dedication  of  loyal  volunteer  workers  locally  and  the  continued 
support  of  the  American  Iris  Society  and  iris  hybridizers  elsewhere,  we 
anticipate  a  prosperous  and  happy  future  for  Presby  Gardens.  Sixty  years  is 
just  the  beginning.  .  .  . 


Members  of  the 

BRITISH  IRIS  SOCIETY 

Send  Greetings  and  a  Warm  Welcome  to 
our  American  friends 

We  offer  a  super  YEARBOOK  and  an  exciting 
seed  distribution  list 

For  details  please  write  to: 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Wise 
Hon.  Membership  Secretary 
197  The  Parkway 
Iver  Heath,  Iver 
Bucks  SLO  ORQ 
England 
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IRISES  WINNING 
HIGH  COMMENDATION,  1986 


TALL  BEARDED 

Votes 

BLOCHER,  CLARENCE 

5  ANN  BLOCHER  (B527) 
BLODGETT,  ROMONA 

8  86-52 
7  86-52A 

6  86-54 

CARR,  FRANKLIN 

6  EXALTATION  (81-38) 
CLAUSSEN,  CHARLES 

7  81-61C 
GADDIE,  GENE 

5  32-22 
GATTY,  JOSEPH 
5  N26-1 
GHIO,  JOSEPH 

8  INDISCREET 

5  ROMANTIC  MOOD 
HAGER,  BEN 

12  MAGIC 
HAMBLEN,  MELBA 

9  H79-95A 
7  H76-69B 

7  GIFT  OF  DREAMS  (H81-27A) 

6  WHIRL  AROUND  (H81-50B) 

6  H81-21A6 

6  H80-37B 
HUMMEL,  JIM 

9  JH83-59M 

7  TIDE  MARK  (JH80-8G) 
INNERST,  STERLING 

7  1 732-5 

6  2104-13 
5  1669-2 

5  2421-1 
JOHNSON,  ROYAL 

8  0-81 

7  P-75 

6  P-89 

KEGERISE,  ELEANOR 

5  11-81-1 
KEGERISE,  EVELYN 

8  80-141-1 
8  81-252-1 

7  82-437-2 
KEPPEL,  KEITH 

6  SNOWBROOK 


MARYOTT,  WILLIAM 

5  OKTOBERFEST 
MOORE,  DANNY 

6  6821 

NELSON,  ROGER 
1 1  RN82-60H 

7  RN83-91X 
6  RN82-87J 

5  ELECTRIC  AVENUE 
(RN81-81Q) 

NICHOLS,  HOOKER 

6  SQUEEZE  LOUISE 
NISWONGER,  O.  DAVID 

5  CHAMPAGNE  ELEGANCE 
(23-81) 

PROTZMANN,  CLARENCE 

8  81-87 
8  74-8-1 

SCHREINERS 

6  S694-4 

6  SILVERADO  (S92-D) 
STADLER,  JAMES 

5  G 15-55 

BORDER  BEARDED 

ENSMINGER,  ALLAN 
5  ZINC  PINK  (81-16) 

NICHOLS,  HOOKER 

7  AEGEAN  WALTZ 

INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 

BLODGETT,  ROMONA 

8  186-20 

7  I15-81F 
HOLK,  HERBERT 

5  82-9 

WILLOTT,  ANTHONY  & 
DOROTHY 

6  80-98 
6  79-200 
6  84-101 

STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 

BLODGETT,  ROMONA 

8  D-84-18 
MACHULAK,  AUDREY 

8  82-77-25 
WILLOTT,  ANTHONY  & 
DOROTHY 
8  83-40A 
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5  84-43 

5  84-96 

MINIATURE  DWARF  BEARDED 

BLODGETT,  ROMONA 

6  M-84-03 
5  M-84-07 

JAPANESE 

VOGT,  ADOLPH 
9  A4473 

5  LITTLE  SNOWBALL 


PAYNE  AWARD 

votes 

13  IPSUS  (S.  Innerst) 
runners-up 

10  FLASHING  KOI  (W.Marx) 

10  FRECKLED  GEISHA  (L.  Reid) 


LOUISIANA 

BETTS,  JOHN 
5  938B 

CHOWNING,  FRANK 
85-FC-3 

RAABE,  ROBERT 
B7-B2-507 
ROWLAN,  HENRY 
84-LA-24 


HONORABLE  MENTION 

ORIENTAL  EYES  (A.  Vogt) 
PURPLE  MARLIN  (Jill  Cope¬ 
land) 

10  LAVENDER  SASHAY  (W.  Marx/ 
A.  Rogers) 


1986  Awards  For  Japanese  Irises 


6 

6 

6 
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14 


Iris  Exhibit  Wins  Award 

Ginny  Burton’s  japanese  iris  educational  exhibit  was  awarded  the  Brown 
and  White  Rosette  for  scoring  over  95%  at  the  Coastal  Carolina  Fair.  A  very 
comprehensive  display,  posters  on  the  wall  show  (left)  diagrams  on  dividing 
and  planting;  (center)  pictures  of  flowers,  map  of  Japan,  and  a  list  of  plant 
sources;  and  (right)  more  pictures  and  a  culture  sheet.  Table  exhibits  in¬ 
cluded  (left)  a  clump  in  1"  of  water  to  show  the  root  system,  (center)  young 
seedlings  and  soil  mix,  and  (right)  pods  and  seeds.  Also  on  the  table  were 
various  AIS  publications,  the  Japanese  Iris  Checklist,  and  horticultural  color 
charts.  Giveaway  items  were  culture  sheets,  japanese  iris  seeds,  and  invita¬ 
tions  to  join  AIS. 

Not  only  was  the  display  educational,  it  was  also  an  excellent  public 
relations  promotion  for  irises  and  our  society. 
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Embryo  Culture  of  Bearded  Irises 

John  Holden,  California 

Embryo  Culture  (EC)  consists  of  removing  the  embryo  from  a  dormant  seed 
and  placing  it  on  suitable  media  in  a  test  tube,  where  under  favorable 
conditions  it  will  grow  into  a  transplantable  seedling  in  60  to  90  days.  The 
chief  advantage  of  EC  is  that  it  gives  immediate  germination  with  viable 
embryos.  It  is  recommended  for  use  with  the  arils,  whose  seeds  carry  an 
inhibitor  that  spreads  out  germination  over  several  years.  It  is  also  useful  with 
certain  eupogons  whose  seeds  give  erratic  and  delayed  germination.  With 
wide  crosses  it  is  almost  a  must. 

Contrary  to  a  widely  held  view,  there  is  nothing  difficult  or  mysterious  about 
the  techniques  of  EC.  It  does  require  a  certain  amount  of  patience,  develop¬ 
ment  of  some  degree  of  manual  dexterity,  and  a  temperament  that  does  not 
rebel  at  repetitious  work.  The  major  drawback  to  EC  is  the  cost  of  getting 
started;  however,  some  of  the  equipment  is  optional,  or  an  adequate  sub¬ 
stitute  may  be  found  in  your  kitchen  or  elsewhere  around  the  home.  Also  with 
a  little  effort  you  can  make  some  of  the  items  yourself  at  a  considerable 
savings  in  cost. 

Table  I  is  the  list  of  chemicals  needed  for  the  formula  used  here  for  making 
the  culture  media.  The  quantities  given  are  the  minimum  available  in  most 
cases.  Prices  are  those  in  the  1985-1986  Merrell  Scientific  catalog.  Do  not 
buy  a  lesser  grade  of  chemical  than  specified  in  the  list,  although  the  lesser 
grade  may  be  available  at  a  lower  price. 

The  list  of  equipment  and  miscellaneous  items  in  Table  II  are  all  that  are 
needed.  Catalog  numbers,  unless  otherwise  indicated,  are  from  Merrell 
Scientific.  This  adds  up  to  a  sizable  amount  of  money,  so  let’s  examine  the  list 
to  see  what  the  items  are  used  for  and  where  alternates  can  be  found  or 
home-built  items  used. 

To  start  with,  the  need  for  a  balance  has  been  eliminated  by  substituting  a 
set  of  measuring  spoons  from  the  kitchen.  These  are  used  for  measuring  a 
volume  of  chemical  that  is  approximately  equal  to  a  given  weight  of  that 
chemical. 


TABLE  I 
Chemicals  List 


125  g 

Calcium  nitrate,  reagent  (crystals) 

$6.75 

100  g 

Magnesium  sulphate,  reagent  (crystals) 

5.00 

125  g 

Ammonium  sulphate,  reagent  (granular) 

3.90 

500  g 

Potassium  phosphate,  di-basic,  reagent  (crystals) 

15.75 

125  g 

Potassium  phosphate,  mono-basic,  reagent  (crystals) 

4.95 

100  g 

Potassium  chloride,  reagent  (granular) 

4.25 

25  g 

Ferrous  ammonium  sulphate,  reagent  (granular) 

4.90 

125  g 

Agar,  powder 

12.85 
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The  gross  of  test  tubes  is  recommended,  although  they  can  be  purchased 
by  the  dozen  at  a  higher  unit  cost.  A  batch  of  nutrient  media  in  the  quantity 
indicated  in  Table  III  will  fill  from  1 05  to  1 1 2  tubes  to  the  recommended  depth 
of  214"  to  2V2".  If  the  quantities  given  in  Table  III  are  all  cut  in  half,  the  resulting 
batch  will  fill  about  55  test  tubes,  so  5  dozen  tubes  will  take  care  of  the  smaller 
batch.  However,  once  used,  the  tubes  will  not  be  available  for  a  second  batch 
in  less  than  75  days. 


TABLE  II 
Equipment  List 


Catalog 


Quantity  Number 

Item 

Price 

1  gross 

6535F 

Test  tubes,  16  x  150  mm,  w/out  rim 

$ 

19.95 

1  ' 

6639 

Test  tube  basket,  10"  diameter,  partitioned 

29.75 

2 

6796B 

Test  tube  rack,  48  tube  1 1 .95  ea. 

23.90 

1 

5941 C 

Ring  stand 

8.95 

1 

6000D 

Ring,  5"  diameter 

4.90 

1 

4075E 

Funnel,  160  mm 

2.25 

3  ft 

7051 H 

Rubber  tubing,  5/16  I.D. 

.70/ft 

2.10 

1  tube 

RTV  Silicone  (auto  parts  store) 

3.50 

1 

3938 

Clamp,  pinchcock,  Days 

.60 

3 

5210 

Pipet,  straight 

.25  ea.  .75 

2  pkg. 

Cosmetic  puffs  (drugstore) 

(?) 

1  1 1G79401 

Pressure  cooker,  7  quarts  (Sears) 

80.00 

(alternate  to  above:  Large  kettle  and  cover,  7"  min.  depth,  from  kitchen) 

1 

MX300 

Scalpel,  steel 

1.35 

3 

MX150 

Dissecting  needle,  straight 

.14  ea.  .42 

1 

3021 

Burner,  alcohol,  4  oz. 

3.75 

1  qt 

Denatured  alcohol  (paint  store) 

3.00 

1 

4858B 

Cylinder,  graduated,  25  ml 

2.95 

1 

Timer,  60  minute  (kitchen  or  photo  supply) 

(?) 

1 

MX240 

Forceps,  10" 

3.95 

1 

MX417 

Whetstone 

1.95 

1 

3600 

Brush,  test  tube 

.60 

3 

2736B 

Reagent  bottles  3.75  ea. 

11.25 

1  doz 

3442B 

Bottles,  wide-mouth,  30  cc 

6.45 

1 

Marking  pen,  Sanford  ‘Sharpie’  (stationery  store) 

(?) 

1 

6837 

Thermometer 

2.20 

1 

Electric  light  timer  (home,  or  obtain  locally) 

approx. 

15.00 

1  71 KF88022 

Automatic  electric  temperature  regulator 

(Sears  farm  catalog) 

10.99 

1  9G89023C 

Fluorescent  light  fixture,  shop  type  (Sears) 

16.99 

1  OptiVisor  visor  and  lens  plate,  Mod.  DA  headband 

approx.  25.00 
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TABLE  III 
Media  Formula 


Stock  Solution  A 

Calcium  nitrate — CA  (N03)2 
Potassium  chloride — KC1 
Distilled  water 


45  g  =  2T  +  2  tsp 
5  g  =  1  tsp 
250  ml  =  8  oz  = 

1  cup 


Stock  Solution  B 

Magnesium  sulphate — Mg2S04 
Ammonium  sulphate — (NH4)2S04 
Distilled  water 


12.5  g  =  2V2  tsp 
12.5  g  =  21/2  tsp 
250  ml  =  8  oz  = 
1  cup 


Stock  Solution  C 

Potassium  phosphate,  mono-basic — KH2P04 
Potassium  phosphate,  di-basic — K2HP04 
Distilled  water 


12.5  g  =  2  tsp 
12.5  g  =  2V4  tsp 
250  ml  =  8  oz  = 
1  cup 


ALL  measuring  spoons  LEVEL 

Dissolve  each  chemical  completely  by  stirring  before  adding  the  next. 
These  stock  solutions  can  be  stored  at  room  temperature  and  have  an 
indefinite  shelf  life. 

Nutrient  Media 

Distilled  water  1  litre  =  1  qt  =  32 


oz 
6  ml 
6  ml 

1  pinch,  size  of 
match  head 
6  ml 

20  g  =  1  T  +  2  tsp 
5  g  =  1  %  tsp 


Stock  solution  A 
Stock  solution  B 
Ferrous  ammonium  sulphate 


Stock  solution  C 
Sucrose  (table  sugar) 
Agar 


Add  solutions  A  and  B  and  the  ferrous  ammonium  sulphate  to  one  half  of 
the  distilled  water  (16  oz)  in  a  2  quart  sauce  pan.  Add  solution  C  to  the  other 
half  of  the  distilled  water  in  a  large  jar.  Pour  into  the  sauce  pan.  Add  sugar  and 
dissolve.  Heat  just  to  the  boiling  point.  Dust  agar  slowly  onto  the  surface  while 
stirring  in  a  circular  direction.  Bring  to  a  rolling  boil  and  turn  off  the  heat.  Stir 
slowly  for  four  or  five  minutes  until  the  agar  is  completely  dissolved.  It  is 
important  that  the  agar  be  dusted  onto  the  solution  slowly;  otherwise  it  may 
form  lumps  that  do  not  dissolve  readily.  If  this  occurs,  it  will  require  continued 
stirring  and  possible  reheating  to  just  below  the  boiling  point.  Fill  the  test  tubes 
while  the  media  is  still  hot. 
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The  test  tube  basket  is  used  for  holding  the  tubes  for  sterilizing  after  they 
have  been  filled  with  media.  However,  a  quite  satisfactory  substitute  can  be 
made  from  tall  one-pound  coffee  cans.  Punch  a  few  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the 
can  with  a  nail  and  three  or  four  large  holes  in  the  side  at  the  bottom  to 
facilitate  rapid  ingress  and  egress  of  the  water.  A  beer  can  opener  is  a  handy 
tool  for  this.  A  wire  bail  should  be  attached  to  the  top  of  the  can.  Sterilizing 
baskets  can  also  be  fashioned  from  W'  hardware  cloth. 

At  least  two  test  tube  racks  are  recommended  to  begin,  although  you  may 
get  along  with  just  one  when  first  starting.  Racks  equivalent  to  the  purchased 
racks  can  also  be  made. 

The  test  tube  racks  have  two  uses.  First  use  is  for  filling  the  tubes  with 
media.  This  can  be  a  once-a-season  use  if  you  plan  ahead  and  decide  how 
many  batches  of  media  are  needed  to  take  care  of  the  number  of  seedlings 
you  want  for  the  year.  (Three  embryos  in  a  test  tube  and  an  expected  yield  of 
60%  seedlings  will  give  you  the  answer.)  The  rack  is  then  free  for  growing  the 
seedlings  to  transplantable  size.  The  number  of  tubes  of  media  will  tell  you 
how  many  racks  are  needed  for  this  growing-on  phase.  One  slight  complica¬ 
tion  is  that  after  excision  of  the  embryos,  the  tubes  must  be  placed  in  a  warm, 
dark  place  for  five  to  seven  days.  To  avoid  tying  up  a  rack,  the  tubes  can  be 
placed  in  a  one-quart  milk  carton  cut  off  at  around  5"  height.  Place  only  one 
cross  in  a  carton  and  mark  two  tubes  with  the  cross  and  date  of  excision.  After 
the  five  to  seven  day  incubation  period,  the  tubes  are  transferred  to  the 
growing-on  rack  in  the  light. 

Growing-on  racks  can  also  be  made  from  empty  milk  cartons.  On  one  side 
of  the  carton,  make  center  marks  1"  apart.  With  an  Exacto  knife  or  single¬ 
edge  razor  blade,  cut  a  cross  through  the  center  mark.  Cuts  should  be  at  right 
angles  and  slightly  longer  than  the  diameter  of  the  test  tube.  Rotate  the  cuts 
45°  for  adjacent  crosses.  A  half-gallon  carton  will  hold  1 8  tubes  and  a  quart  1 2 
tubes.  When  using  cartons,  a  separate  block  of  wood  with  an 1  Vie"  or  TV'  hole 
will  be  needed  so  that  the  tube  being  excised  into  can  be  placed  in  the  block 
and  readily  retrieved  for  planting  the  second  and  third  embryo.  Place  tubes  in 
the  milk  carton  “rack”  by  pushing  them  down  through  the  cross  that  has  been 
made.  The  top  of  the  agar  in  the  tube  should  be  about  level  with  the  top  of  the 
carton.  The  tubes  will  be  held  upright  and  tight  enough  so  they  will  not  slip 
down.  Such  racks  should  only  be  considered  as  temporary,  as  the  holes 
become  larger  and  the  tubes  loose  with  repeated  use.  They  also  take  up  three 
or  four  times  as  much  space  per  tube  as  the  purchased  racks. 

The  funnel  and  rubber  tubing  present  a  problem  of  assembly.  The  funnel 
was  chosen  for  its  size,  as  it  will  hold  half  a  batch  of  media  when  about  %  full. 
The  end  stem  diameter,  however,  is  such  that  it  requires  a  V2"  diameter  rubber 
tubing  for  assembly  to  it.  This  is  also  true  of  smaller  funnels  available  that  will 
hold  any  amount  of  media.  The  V2"  rubber  tubing  is  no  longer  available,  at 
least  from  Merrell  Scientific,  and  a  search  of  local  hardware  stores,  hobby 
shops,  and  a  medical/hospital  supply  store  turned  up  nothing.  The  Vfe"  thin- 
walled  PVC  tubing  offered  as  a  substitute  is  not  suitable  for  this  application. 
The  5/ie"  I.D.  rubber  tubing  therefore  has  to  do  the  job.  One  end  is  turned 
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inside-out  for  about  V2".  This  end  is  fed  up  through  the  stem  to  about  V2"  into 
the  funnel.  The  space  between  the  tubing  and  stem  is  then  filled  for  at  least  an 
inch  down  into  the  stem  with  the  RTV  silicone.  The  tubing  is  then  pulled  down 
so  that  the  end  is  flush  with  the  bottom  of  the  funnel  and  the  RTV  in  the  stem. 
This  is  then  set  aside  for  24  hours  for  the  RTV  to  cure.  The  RTV  will  not  stick  to 
the  polyethylene  of  the  funnel,  but  adheres  to  the  rubber  tubing,  so  what  you 
have  is  a  “cork”  with  the  tubing  through  its  center.  Push  it  down  in  place  tightly. 

Next  place  the  funnel  and  tubing  assembly  in  your  ringstand,  set  up  with  a 
test  tube  rack  in  the  position  you  intend  to  use  for  filling  the  tubes.  Put  some 
empty  tubes  in  the  corners  of  the  rack  and  cut  the  tubing  to  a  length  that  will 
reach  all  four  corner  tubes.  Now  remove  the  bulb  from  one  of  the  pi  pets,  place 
it  on  the  table,  and  with  a  small  three-cornered  file  cut  a  groove  completely 
around  the  necked  “down”  end  about  5/ie" from  the  end.  Snap  off  the  end.  This 
makes  a  larger  opening  to  facilitate  a  more  rapid  flow  of  the  media  when  filling 
the  tubes.  Assemble  the  bulb  end  of  the  pipet  into  the  end  of  the  rubber 
tubing.  Wrap  a  piece  of  fine  wire  around  the  tubing,  twist  the  ends  together, 
and  cut  them  off.  The  pinchclamp  need  not  be  assembled  until  filling  the 
tubes,  but  be  sure  it  is  in  place  before  pouring  media  into  the  funnel. 

When  ready  to  fill  the  tubes,  place  a  test  tube  rack  longitudinally  in  front  of 
you.  Put  empty  tubes  in  the  back  row  of  the  rack  and  fill  to  a  depth  of  2W'  to 
2V2"  Repeat  with  the  next  rows,  one  row  at  a  time,  until  the  rack  is  full  of  tubes 
or  the  media  supply  is  exhausted.  The  reason  for  doing  it  one  row  at  a  time  is 
so  that  you  can  see  the  height  of  the  media  in  the  tube  as  it  is  being  filled  and 
anticipate  when  to  release  the  pinchclamp  to  stop  the  flow. 

Next  operation  is  to  plug  the  tubes  with  the  cosmetic  puffs.  With  one  hand, 
remove  a  tube  from  the  rack,  and  with  the  other  hand,  using  a  twisting  motion, 
insert  a  puff  about  1"  into  the  tube  and  place  the  plugged  tube  into  your 
sterilization  container.  This  takes  a  little  extra  pushing  and  twisting  with  new 
puffs,  but  after  the  sterilization  they  will  hold  their  form  fairly  well  and  the  next 
time  used  will  go  into  the  tubes  much  more  easily. 

The  tubes  should  now  be  sterilized  either  in  a  large  kettle  with  a  cover,  such 
as  used  for  canning  purposes,  or  in  a  large  pressure  cooker.  If  you  are  using 
coffee  cans  or  other  home-made  baskets  for  the  sterilization  process,  a  large, 
round  wire  rack  from  the  kitchen  should  be  placed  in  the  kettle  or  pressure 
cooker  to  raise  the  cans  off  the  bottom. 

To  sterilize  in  a  large  kettle,  put  in  several  inches  of  water,  place  the  tubes  in 
the  kettle,  put  the  cover  on,  and  bring  to  boil  over  a  high  flame.  The  cover 
should  have  a  small  hole  in  the  top  center  to  allow  trapped  air  to  escape.  Keep 
boiling  at  a  high  rate  for  twelve  minutes.  Turn  off  the  fire  and  remove  the  tubes 
from  the  kettle  to  cool.  Repeat  the  process  24  hours  later;  normally,  this  will 
thoroughly  sterilize  the  media,  plugs  and  tubes,  although  the  originator  of  this 
method  repeated  the  process  one  more  time  to  be  sure.  This  method  of 
sterilization  is  known  as  Tyndalization.  To  prevent  moisture  from  condensing 
in  the  tubes  and  on  the  agar,  fill  the  sink  with  4"  or  5"  of  cold  water  during  the 
last  cycle.  When  the  cycle  is  completed,  remove  the  tubes  from  the  kettle  and 
plunge  them  into  the  cold  water  to  cool.  Condensate  on  the  agar  will  burn  the 
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embryo  and  most  likely  it  will  not  germinate  or  survive.  If  condensate  does 
appear,  set  the  tubes  aside  for  three  or  four  days  and  it  will  dry  up. 

One  thing  that  Tyndalization  will  not  do  is  kill  anaerobic  bacteria.  If  present, 
these  bacteria  will  show  up  in  the  agar  as  little  white  colonies  ten  or  twelve 
days  after  sterilization.  Do  not  be  too  concerned  if  you  have  already  excised 
embryos  into  the  tubes,  as  anaerobic  bacteria  apparently  have  little  effect  on 
the  growth  of  the  seedlings.  The  source  of  these  bacteria  is  the  sugar  you 
used  in  the  media.  This  is  an  infrequent  occurrence,  so  for  the  next  batch  of 
media  buy  a  new  package  of  sugar  and  use  the  old  package  on  your  cereal. 
The  higher  temperature  of  the  pressure  cooker  will  kill  these  bacteria. 

In  using  the  pressure  cooker,  put  in  the  wire  rack,  if  needed,  plus  about  3"  of 
water.  Bring  to  a  boil,  then  put  the  tubes  in.  Put  on  the  cover  and  follow  the 
instructions  that  came  with  the  cooker  to  raise  the  pressure  to  1 5  psi.  Control 
at  this  pressure  for  8  minutes,  then  turn  off  the  fire.  Cool  rapidly  as  per  the 
instructions.  When  the  pressure  gauge  has  reached  zero  and  the  pressure 
relief  valve  has  been  opened  (or  the  pressure  control  weight  removed  from  the 
steam  vent,  depending  on  the  make),  let  stand  for  several  minutes  to  be  sure 
all  pressure  is  gone  before  removing  the  cover.  Now  remove  the  tubes  and 
plunge  them  into  cold  water  in  the  sink  to  prevent  condensation  in  the  tubes. 

It  is  strongly  recommended  that  you  use  a  timer  to  time  the  sterilizing 
operations.  Cooking  the  agar  too  long  will  cause  it  to  deteriorate,  resulting  in 
media  that  does  not  gel.  This  is  particularly  true  when  using  a  pressure 
cooker  due  to  the  higher  temperatures  involved. 

The  scalpel  is  used  in  dissecting  the  seeds.  Do  not  substitute  a  razor 
blade.  The  handle  on  the  scalpel  gives  you  better  control  and  the  incidence  of 
sliced  thumb  and  fingertip  is  nil  with  this  instrument.  Sharpen  the  scalpel  on 
the  whetstone  every  200  to  300  seeds. 

The  dissecting  needle  for  picking  up  the  embryos  can  be  used  as  is  to  start 
with,  but  the  point  should  be  well  dulled  on  the  whetstone.  The  writer  favors  a 
shape  similar  to  a  buttonhook.  This  can  be  formed  with  a  pair  of  needle-nose 
pliers.  However,  the  end  of  the  pliers  must  be  heated  fairly  hot  and  the  needle 
to  a  red  heat  before  doing  the  shaping. 

The  alcohol  burner  is  used  only  as  a  match  during  the  excising;  any 
convenient  means  of  ignition  can  be  substituted.  The  burner  has  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  being  portable. 

The  graduated  cylinder  is  used  to  measure  the  amount  of  stock  solution  to 
be  used  when  preparing  the  nutrient  media. 

The  10"  forceps  are  for  removing  the  seedlings  from  the  tubes  when 
transplanting  to  the  growing  mix. 

The  reagent  bottles  are  used  for  holding  the  stock  solutions  of  Table  III.  The 
size  indicated  in  the  list  is  for  250  ml,  which  is  enough  stock  solution  for  about 
40  batches  of  nutrient  media.  The  stock  solutions  can  be  stored  indefinitely  at 
room  temperature  if  the  bottles  are  kept  tightly  sealed.  Other  bottles  can  be 
used  instead  of  the  reagent  bottles,  but  they  must  be  sealable  with  a  screw-on 
non-metal  cap. 

The  wide-mouth  bottles  are  more  for  reference,  just  in  case  you  cannot 
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locate  some  at  home.  Any  small  bottle  with  a  screw-on  cap  is  fine  for  soaking 
the  seeds.  Clear  glass  is  preferred,  as  amber  glass  is  difficult  to  see  through 
and  to  read  what  you  have  written  on  it. 

The  marking  pen  indicated  has  been  found  to  be  much  better  than  a  wax 
pencil  for  marking  on  glass.  It  will  not  smear  or  rub  off  and  the  glass  does  not 
have  to  be  warm  to  apply  it.  The  markings  can  be  removed  with  a  piece  of 
steel  wool  or  an  S.O.S.  pad,  or  when  washing  the  tubes  by  using  some 
cleansing  powder  on  the  end  of  a  finger. 

A  portable  thermometer  is  needed  to  monitor  temperatures.  You  probably 
already  have  one,  but  if  not,  the  one  listed  is  satisfactory 

The  last  three  items  on  the  list  are  somewhat  optional,  but  are  recom¬ 
mended — although  they  may  be  added  later. 

The  Electric  Temperature  Regulator  or  themostat  is  used  to  regulate  the 
temperature  in  your  incubator  if  you  decide  you  need  or  want  one.  The 
temperature  should  be  held  at  80°  to  82°  F.  Temperatures  above  85°  seem  to 
inhibit  germination.  The  writer  uses  a  home-made  incubator  constructed 
from  an  old  refrigerator.  A  40-watt  electric  light  bulb  in  a  can  is  the  heat 
source.  A  pan  of  water  is  placed  in  the  incubator  to  keep  the  humidity  high. 
Do  not  set  your  tubes  too  close  to  the  heat  source,  as  the  higher  temperature 
may  prevent  germination  of  embryos  that  get  too  warm. 

The  shop-type  fluorescent  fixture  is  recommended  as  it  has  a  12"  shade 
that  directs  most  of  the  light  downward.  Cold  white  fluorescent  tubes  are 
used.  The  fixture  should  be  mounted  so  that  the  fluorescent  tubes  are  2V2"  to 
3"  above  the  test  tubes.  The  lights  are  turned  on  for  1 4  to  1 5  hours  a  day  and 
can  be  operated  by  the  electric  timer.  This  extra  light  will  definitely  improve 
growth  and  sturdiness  of  the  seedlings  over  that  of  the  best  daylight  set-up. 
There  are  no  cloudy  days. 

The  OptiVisor  is  for  those  whose  arms  are  getting  too  short  to  read  the 
newspaper  without  glasses.  It  is  also  a  big  help  for  those  with  20/20  vision.  It 
can  be  worn  over  your  present  glasses  if  they  correct  for  astigmatism  or  some 
similar  problem.  However,  this  will  add  to  the  magnification  of  your  glasses 
and  shorten  the  focal  distance.  Write  to  the  company  and  obtain  their  leaflet 
and  price  list  so  you  can  pick  out  the  proper  lens  plate  for  your  particular 
situation. 

Contamination  in  the  tubes  seems  to  be  a  problem  for  most  beginners. 
When  the  percentage  of  contamination  is  high,  first  suspicions  are  generally 
directed  at  the  sterilization  process.  Usually  this  is  not  the  problem,  and  if  you 
are  using  a  pressure  cooker  it  most  certainly  isn’t  the  problem.  However, 
occasionally  Tyndal’s  method  does  not  do  a  complete  job.  You  can  readily 
check  this  by  setting  the  batch  of  sterilized  tubes  in  a  warm  place  for  8  or  1 0 
days  before  excising  into  them.  Any  tubes  not  completely  sterilized  will  show 
fungus  growth  on  the  surface  of  the  agar.  If  contamination  does  show  up 
using  Tyndalization,  then  go  to  three  cycles  instead  of  two  and  try  shortening 
the  time  between  cycles  to  twenty  hours.  Too  shallow  a  kettle  or  one  that  can 
trap  air  in  the  top  by  allowing  the  steam  to  escape  below  the  uppermost  level 
of  the  tubes  can  also  result  in  poor  sterilization. 
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Contamination  is  usually  not  the  result  of  poor  sterilization.  The  possibility 
exists  that  a  stray  spore  floating  in  the  air  will  come  in  contact  with  the  embryo 
during  excision  and  be  carried  into  the  tube  with  it.  Similarly,  a  spore  may  be 
carried  into  the  tube  by  inrushing  air  when  the  plug  is  removed  from  the  tube. 
These  are  unlikely  occurrences  except  in  moist,  humid  regions  and  probably 
account  for  less  than  one  percent  of  the  contamination  encountered. 

One’s  own  breath  is  a  quite  likely  source  of  contamination.  When  excising, 
the  seed  should  be  held  up  around  eye  level  so  that  the  breath  from  your  nose 
does  not  fall  on  the  embryo.  If  you  have  a  stuffy  nose  or  for  some  other  reason 
have  to  breathe  through  your  mouth,  better  postpone  the  excising  or  else 
wear  a  painter’s  mask.  In  fact,  a  painter’s  mask,  though  somewhat  uncomfor¬ 
table,  is  a  good  idea  at  all  times  when  excising. 

Probably  the  largest  source  of  contamination  is  the  seed  itself.  Mold  spores 
from  the  outside  of  the  seed  may  be  transferred  to  the  embryo  via  thumb  and 
finger  or  scalpel.  The  best  way  to  avoid  contamination  from  the  outside  of  the 
seed  is  to  keep  contamination  off  the  seed  in  the  first  place.  Seed  pods 
should  be  picked  before  they  start  to  split  open.  You  can  judge  the  time  with  a 
little  experience.  When  the  pod  begins  to  lose  its  greenish  color  and  starts  to 
turn  yellow,  it  is  about  ripe.  The  pod  also  loses  some  of  its  firmness  and  the 
skin  feels  rubbery.  Break  the  pod  off  the  stem  and  place  it  in  a  paper  bag  with 
the  pollination  tag.  Close  the  bag  at  the  top  and  hang  it  in  an  airy  place  to  dry. 
Seeds  treated  this  way  will  be  reasonably  clean,  although  they  may  pick  up 
something  from  the  outside  of  the  pod.  Where  you  have  made  multiple 
pollinations  of  the  same  cross,  do  not  put  more  than  two  large  pods  or  three 
small  ones  into  the  same  bag,  as  they  will  not  dry  fast  enough  and  may  mold. 

When  soaking  the  seeds  in  preparation  for  excising,  bottles  and  caps 
should  be  sterilized  by  boiling  in  water  each  time  they  are  used.  Soak  the 
seeds  in  boiled  or  distilled  water.  Seeds  work  best  when  soaked  three  or  four 
days,  although  longer  soaking  will  not  hurt  them.  Be  sure  the  seeds  are  well 
covered  with  water.  Aril  seeds  in  particular  tend  to  float  when  first  put  in  to 
soak  due  to  air  trapped  in  the  aril.  Shake  the  bottle  to  get  as  many  seeds  to 
sink  as  possible;  check  again  a  few  hours  later  and  the  next  day  as  well. 

The  excising  should  be  done  in  a  draft-free  room  and  the  work  place  must 
be  well  lighted.  A  kitchen  table  with  a  formica  top  is  an  ideal  work  area.  Wipe 
the  table  clean  with  a  little  alcohol.  Immediately  in  front  of  you  as  you  sit  at  the 
table,  place  a  saucer  turned  upside  down.  Beyond  this,  place  the  alcohol 
lamp  filled  with  alcohol.  To  the  left  and  furthest  away  (but  within  easy  reach) 
place  your  rack  of  sterilized  tubes.  In  front  of  these,  place  an  empty  test  tube 
rack  in  a  longitudinal  position.  In  front  and  just  to  the  left  of  the  saucer,  place 
an  ashtray  or  something  similar  into  which  the  excised  seed  parts  can  be 
discarded.  To  the  right  of  the  alcohol  lamp,  place  a  small  bottle  containing 
about  1"  of  alcohol.  The  scalpel  and  dissecting  needle  are  placed  in  the 
bottle,  working  end  down.  A  little  to  the  right  of  this,  place  a  small  container 
with  a  basket  formed  from  window  screen  in  it.  Fill  the  container  %  full  of 
alcohol.  (A  whisky  glass  is  ideal  for  this.)  To  the  right,  place  a  pad  made  by 
folding  a  paper  towel  to  about  3Vfe"  x  5V2".  To  the  right  of  this,  place  an  empty 
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wide-mouth  jar  for  collecting  the  waste  water  from  the  seed-soaking  opera¬ 
tion.  A  bottle  with  a  screw  cap  filled  with  full  strength  household  bleach  should 
also  be  available.  This  set-up  is  for  a  right-handed  person.  If  you  are  left- 
handed,  everything  should  be  arranged  on  the  opposite  side.  When  you  have 
finished  the  set-up,  you  are  ready  to  go. 

Wash  your  hands  with  soap  and  water  and  clean  the  garden  loam  from 
under  the  nails.  Pick  up  a  bottle  of  seeds,  unscrew  the  cap  and  offset  it  slightly 
over  the  mouth  of  the  bottle.  Decant  the  water  into  the  waste  jar,  leaving  the 
seeds  behind.  Set  down  the  bottle  and  retrieve  any  seeds  that  may  have 
lodged  in  the  cap.  Pour  in  enough  bleach  to  cover  the  seeds  and  replace  the 
cap.  Let  stand  for  1 5  to  20  minutes,  then  decant  the  bleach  into  the  waste  jar. 
Dump  the  seeds  onto  the  pad  and  roll  them  around  with  your  fingers,  palm 
down,  to  remove  excess  bleach.  Pick  the  pad  up  by  the  ends  and  pour  the 
seeds  into  the  basket  in  the  alcohol,  leaving  them  there  for  two  or  three 
minutes.  In  the  interim,  light  the  alcohol  lamp.  Remove  the  basket  of  seeds 
and  drain  excess  alcohol  by  touching  the  basket  to  the  edge  of  the  container 
several  times.  Pour  the  seeds  onto  the  inverted  saucer.  Pick  the  scalpel  out  of 
the  bottle  of  alcohol  and  pass  it  through  the  flame  of  the  alcohol  lamp,  then 
use  it  as  a  match  to  ignite  the  alcohol  and  pass  it  through  the  flame  of  the 
alcohol  lamp,  then  use  it  as  a  match  to  ignite  the  alcohol  on  the  seeds.  Spread 
and  stir  the  seeds  with  the  scalpel.  The  alcohol  should  burn  off  in  a  couple  of 
minutes,  but  if  not,  blow  out  the  flame  when  the  seeds  look  like  they  are 
becoming  burnt.  Replace  the  scalpel  in  its  bottle  to  cool  the  blade. 

The  purpose  of  this  alcohol  treatment  is  not  further  sterilization  but  to 
remove  the  bleach  from  the  seed  coat.  The  bleach  makes  the  seeds  so 
slippery  they  cannot  be  handled.  Do  not  leave  the  seeds  in  the  alcohol  longer 
than  two  or  three  minutes,  as  it  will  dehydrate  the  endosperm  in  a  short  time 
and  the  seed  will  become  too  hard  to  cut. 

Retrieve  the  scalpel  and  pass  it  through  the  flame  of  the  lamp  to  burn  off  the 
alcohol.  With  the  thumb  and  first  finger  of  the  left  hand,  pick  up  a  seed  and 
position  it  with  the  hilum  end  down.*  Some  assistance  from  the  thumb  and  first 
finger  of  the  right  hand  may  be  needed  to  do  this.  Position  the  scalpel  so  it  is 
held  just  below  the  base  of  the  blade  between  thumb  and  forefinger  of  the 
right  hand,  with  the  rest  of  the  handle  held  loosely  with  the  remaining  three 
fingers.  Rest  the  right  thumb  against  the  left  thumb  to  better  control  the 
scalpel.  Make  a  cut  directly  toward  the  center  of  the  seed.  Rock  the  scalpel 
over  the  top  of  the  seed  and  down  the  other  side.  The  side  cuts  should  go  in 
about  Vs  diameter  of  the  seed  and  the  end  cut  about  Vh  the  length  of  the  seed . 
Now  rock  the  scalpel  back  to  about  a  45°  angle  with  the  end  cut  and  twist  the 
handle  to  open  up  the  cut.  Insert  the  right  or  left  thumb  nail  into  the  cut  and 
with  the  help  of  the  other  thumb  nail,  pry  open  the  seed.  If  you  have  made  the 
cut  right,  you  will  find  the  embryo  exposed  at  the  hilum  end  in  one  of  the 
halves  of  the  seed.  Take  this  half  seed  between  the  thumb  and  first  finger  of 
the  left  hand  with  the  cut  surface  up.  Return  the  scalpel  to  the  alcohol  and 
remove  the  dissecting  needle.  Do  not  flame  it.  Lay  the  needle  alongside  the 

*Hilum:  the  scar  on  the  seed  where  it  was  attached  in  the  seed  pod. 
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embryo  and  pick  up  the  embryo.  Do  not  stab  the  embryo  with  the  point  of  the 
needle.  Once  you  have  captured  the  embryo  on  the  needle,  slide  the  fingers 
back  on  the  handle  so  that  you  have  about  5"  clearance  between  your  hand 
and  the  end  of  the  needle.  With  the  left  hand,  pick  up  a  test  tube  and  invert  it 
so  the  plugged  end  is  below  the  horizontal.  Using  the  little  finger  of  the  right 
hand,  grip  the  plug  against  the  palm  of  the  hand,  twist  the  tube  and  lift  it  off  the 
plug.  Keeping  the  tube  open-end-down  at  all  times,  insert  the  needle  and 
place  the  embryo  on  the  surface  of  the  agar.  Withdraw  the  needle  and  replace 
the  plug  in  the  tube.  The  tube  can  now  be  set  upright  in  the  rack. 

This  is  not  as  complicated  as  it  sounds.  You  will  no  doubt  have  trouble  at 
first  with  too  many  thumbs  and  not  enough  fingers.  Don’t  be  discouraged  if 
the  excising  goes  slowly  in  the  beginning.  With  a  little  practice  you  will  soon 
be  doing  20  to  30  seeds  an  hour,  and  in  a  couple  of  seasons  60  an  hour  will  be 
routine. 

Distinguishing  the  hilum  end  of  non-aril  seeds  may  give  you  some  trouble. 
The  seed  coat  of  eupogon  seeds  does  not  cover  the  hilum  end  of  the  seed 
and  is  thickest  at  the  other  end.  On  seeds  where  the  hilum  cannot  be 
distinguished  visually,  the  proper  end  can  be  determined  by  pushing  the 
edge  of  a  fingernail  into  the  seed  coat  to  find  out  which  end  is  covered  with  the 
thick  section. 

When  you  split  the  seed,  you  are  not  always  going  to  come  out  dead  center 
with  the  embryo  and  may  have  to  make  another  cut  at  right  angles  to  the  initial 
cut.  Be  careful  not  to  cut  too  deep  and  damage  the  embryo.  Quite  frequently 
the  embryo  will  be  exposed  but  not  free  enough  to  pick  up  with  the  needle. 
This  usually  calls  for  another  cut,  although  pinching  the  seed  gently  may  free 
the  embryo — or  a  little  pressure  on  the  hilum  end  with  the  back  of  the  thumb 
nail  may  slide  it  free.  Not  all  embryos  are  straight  and  tapered  to  the  tail  end, 
but  the  hilum  end  is  always  spherical.  What  we  call  the  embryo  might  better 
be  called  an  embryo  sac.  The  actual  embryo  is  located  at  the  hilum  end,  and  if 
this  end  is  broken  off  you  might  as  well  go  to  the  next  seed,  as  nothing  will 
germinate.  Sometimes  an  embryo  is  broken  near  the  tail  end.  If  more  than  half 
is  left  with  the  hilum  end,  it  will  probably  germinate  and  produce  a  seedling. 

Place  the  tubes  with  embryos  in  the  rack,  starting  at  the  left  end  in  the  back 
row.  Mark  the  first  and  last  tube  with  the  cross  and  the  date.  Continue  filling  the 
rack  as  you  would  read  a  page  in  a  book,  marking  each  cross  as  you  go. 
Place  the  racks  in  your  incubator  or  on  a  warm,  dark  shelf  and  leave  them  for 
five  to  seven  days.  They  are  then  brought  out  and  moved  to  an  area  of  high 
light  level.  The  tubes  should  not  be  put  in  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun,  but  except 
for  this  reservation,  the  more  light  the  better.  The  temperature  should  be 
between  70°  and  80°  F.  in  mid-day,  although  the  plants  will  grow  all  right  at 
lower  temperatures,  just  slower.  The  writer  finds  that  under  the  fluorescent 
lights  the  temperature  runs  about  75°  when  the  lights  are  on,  but  falls  to  60°  or 
whatever  the  room  temperature  is  at  night  when  the  lights  are  off.  From  this 
point  until  transplant  time,  which  should  be  no  less  than  60  days  from  the  date 
you  have  written  on  the  tube,  no  further  attention  is  needed. 

When  to  do  your  embryo  culture  is  a  question  frequently  asked.  This 


33 


depends  on  your  situation  and  the  climate  in  your  area.  If  you  have  a  tem¬ 
perature-controlled  greenhouse,  then  any  time  of  year  will  do,  though  imme¬ 
diately  after  seed  harvest  is  best.  However,  transplanting  should  be  timed  so 
that  the  plants  will  not  encounter  mid-day  temperatures  much  above  70°  to 
75°  for  at  least  a  month  after  planting.  With  the  writer,  this  means  excising  in 
late  November,  December,  and  early  January  and  transplanting  in  February 
and  March. 

Seedlings  are  transplanted  into  an  essentially  sterile  mix  in  plant  bands  2"  x 
2"  x  7"  deep  in  flats  9"  x  1 8"  x  6"  deep.  The  plant  bands  are  filled  with  planting 
mix  to  about  W  from  the  top.  The  6"  deep  mix,  plus  grouping  together  in 
intimate  contact  of  the  square  plant  bands,  provides  a  reservoir  of  moisture, 
room  for  the  roots  to  grow,  keeps  the  root  zone  cooler,  and  generally  more 
nearly  simulates  a  natural  planting. 

Table  IV  describes  the  mix  used  to  fill  the  plant  bands  in  the  flats.  The  silica 
sand  is  completely  sterile,  as  are  the  chemicals.  The  peat  moss,  though  not 
sterile,  carries  no  pathogens  that  will  harm  the  seedlings.  Occasionally  a 
white  fungus  that  grows  around  the  edge  next  to  the  plant  band  may  show  up. 
Once  in  a  long  while  a  brown  fungus  that  has  a  large,  round,  flat  “leaf”  may 
appear.  These  last  can  be  picked  out  and  discarded.  Neither  fungus  has  had 
any  harmful  effect. 

Water  the  flats  thoroughly  and  let  them  drain  for  an  hour  or  two  before 

TABLE  IV 

Seedling  Growing  Mix 

1  100  lb.  sack — #60  silica  sand  (Obtain  at  lumber  yard) 

4  gallons — peat  moss 

2  lbs. — general  purpose  fertilizer,  6-10-4 
1  lb. — single  superphosphate 

1  lb. — gypsum 
3/4  lb. — dolomite 
Va  lb. — hydrated  lime 

1  tablespoon — iron  sulphate  (in  1 V2  to  2  gallons  of  water) 

A  1  lb.  coffee  can  holds  approximately  2  lbs.  of  any  of  the  above  chemicals. 

Mix  the  ingredients  dry,  then  moisten  with  the  water  containing  iron  sul¬ 
phate.  Fill  the  plant  bands  full,  leveling  off  the  mix  with  your  hand,  using  a  little 
downward  pressure.  Bounce  the  flat  a  couple  of  times  to  settle  the  mix.  Add  or 
subtract  mix  to  the  bands  to  leave  V2"  to  %"  space  above  the  mix. 

This  small  quantity  of  mix  can  be  made  by  hand  in  a  wheelbarrow  or  on  a 
flat  surface.  For  larger  quantities  a  rented  cement  mixer  is  strongly  recom¬ 
mended. 

Note:  this  mix  has  low  moisture  retention  and  is  not  satisfactory  for  pot 
culture  except  in  wet,  humid  climates.  To  remedy  this  for  pot  culture,  the 
amount  of  peat  moss  can  be  doubled,  or,  if  obtainable,  fine  sand  (.020" 
diameter  particle  size  and  smaller)  can  be  substituted  for  the  coarse  silica 
sand. 
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transplanting.  As  already  indicated,  the  seedlings  should  not  be  trans¬ 
planted  until  at  least  60  days  after  excising,  and  90  days  is  perfectly  all  right.  If 
they  have  grown  up  against  the  plugs  and  bent  back,  that  is  good.  Some  will 
grow  faster  than  others,  particularly  as  you  compare  one  cross  with  another.  A 
few  plants  will  grow  only  one  leaf  and  a  short  root.  If  the  leaf  is  not  at  least  1 V2" 
long,  the  plant  probably  will  not  grow.  Depending  on  how  many  plants  you 
have  of  that  cross,  you  will  have  to  decide  whether  to  take  a  chance  and 
possibly  waste  a  plant  band  or  discard  the  retarded  seedling.  Those  that 
have  developed  a  root  but  only  a  green  spot  for  a  leaf  will  not  grow.  Occasion¬ 
ally  leaves  will  have  developed  without  a  root.  Plant  these  as  you  do  the  others 
and  they  will  grow. 

Give  the  cross  a  number  in  your  stud  book  and  transfer  the  cross  informa¬ 
tion  from  the  test  tube  to  that  number.  Write  the  cross  number  on  a  pot  label 
and  place  the  label  in  the  plant  band  where  the  first  seedling  of  that  cross  is  to 
be  planted.  Start  planting  in  the  far  left  corner  plant  band.  Finish  one  row 
before  proceeding  to  the  next.  When  all  the  seedlings  of  one  cross  are 
planted,  place  the  pot  label  for  the  next  cross  in  the  next  plant  band  and 
continue  transplanting. 

Remove  the  plants  from  the  tubes  using  forceps.  Usually  the  roots  will  come 
out  of  the  agar  freely  and  stretch  out  fairly  well.  If  they  tend  to  remain  bunched 
and  curled  up,  draw  them  gently  between  thumb  and  forefinger  while  holding 
the  top  of  the  root  with  the  other  thumb  and  forefinger.  This  will  straighten  out 
roots  well  enough  and  remove  any  globs  of  agar.  It  is  not  necessary  or 
desirable  to  wash  any  remaining  agar  from  the  roots.  Holding  the  top  of  the 
plant  with  the  fingers  of  one  hand  and  using  a  large  table  knife  or  small 
spatula  liberated  from  the  kitchen  as  a  dibble,  open  a  wide  slot  4"  or  more 
deep  in  the  center  of  the  mix  in  the  plant  band.  Guide  the  roots  into  this  lot  and 
with  the  dibble  push  them  down  as  deeply  as  possible.  Lower  the  plant  until 
the  crown  is  V2"  to  1 "  below  the  surface  of  the  mix.  Close  the  slot  by  running  the 
dibble  down  in  the  mix  about  V2"  or  3A"  to  one  side  and  pushing  it  shut.  With 
two  fingers  of  each  hand,  firm  the  plant  in  place  by  pushing  down  on  the  mix 
on  all  sides  of  the  plant.  This  will  close  up  the  hole  and  lower  the  level  of  the 
mix  about  V2". 

When  the  day’s  transplanting  is  done,  water  the  plants.  The  writer  uses  a 
#2  fan-type  spray  nozzle  on  a  hose  with  the  water  turned  on  only  moderately. 
Do  not  use  liquid  fertilizer  to  water-in  the  plants.  It  will  take  the  plants  from  a 
week  to  four  weeks  to  become  established  in  their  new  environment.  The  first 
week  they  can  be  watered  sparingly  every  3  or  4  days.  As  soon  as  they  are 
established,  once  a  week  is  often  enough.  If  algae  appears  on  the  mix,  you 
are  watering  too  often.  Top  dress  with  about  a  V2  teaspoon  of  the  general 
purpose  fertilizer  every  60  days. 

The  plants  should  be  kept  growing  all  summer  long  by  keeping  them 
cool — that  is,  mid-day  temperatures  not  much  above  80°  and  temperatures 
falling  to  70°  or  lower  at  night.  How  you  do  this  depends  to  a  large  extent  on 
your  climate.  The  writer’s  greenhouse  is  cooled  with  an  evaporative  cooler 
which  keeps  the  temperature  about  1 5°  below  the  outside  temperature.  Since 
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summer  temperatures  may  run  up  to  110°  or  higher  here  in  the  desert,  this 
obviously  does  not  meet  the  above  criteria  as  far  as  the  high  temperature  is 
concerned.  However,  with  nightfall  the  temperatue  drops  to  70°  or  lower  in  a 
short  time.  This  keeps  most  of  the  onco  seedlings  from  going  dormant,  but 
not  the  regelia  and  regeliocyclus  seedlings.  Seedlings  that  go  dormant  are 
watered  right  along  with  those  that  don’t,  and  about  the  middle  of  August 
most  of  the  dormant  ones  start  growing  again.  Seedlings  should  be  trans¬ 
planted  to  the  field  or  garden  in  the  fall  after  any  likelihood  of  a  hot  spell  is 
past. 

Sources— Merrell  Scientific,  1965  Buffalo  Road,  Rochester,  NY  14624:  chemicals 
and  labware,  catalog  $1.00.  Donegan  Optical  Company,  1405  Kansas,  Kansas  City, 
MO  64127:  OptiVisor,  free  leaflet. 

Adapted  from  a  longer  article  written  for  publication  in  the  1986  Aril  Society  Interna¬ 
tional  Yearbook. 


Down  With  Squinting: 

In  Defense  of  Legibility 
Rosalie  Yerkes  Figge  (Maryland) 

Iris  catalogs  and  garden  markers,  at  least  some  of  them,  make  me  see  red. 
Right  now  I’m  very  irate  over  some  iris  catalogs  I  have  received.  Those  who 
know  me  are  aware  that  I  am  no  longer  sweet  sixteen  nor  even  Jack  Benny’s 
everlasting  39!  But  my  eyes  are  still  physically  in  good  shape  (no  reference 
about  the  rest  of  me),  with  the  help  of  glasses  giving  me  20-20  vision. 
However,  I  refuse  to  waste  my  time  and  energy  deciphering  certain  catalogs. 
You,  who  issued  them,  know  whether  you  are  guilty,  and  in  addition  you 
received  no  order  from  me! 

This  is  not  an  article  about  irises  per  se — but  a  critique  and  analysis  of  the 
style  and  printing  of  catalogs  and  methods  of  labeling  the  irises  in  a  garden. 

I  speak  from  a  fair  amount  of  editorial  experience  over  a  period  of  more  than 
65  years.  As  a  child,  I  cut  my  eye-teeth  on  proof-reading  to  help  an  aunt  with  a 
university  catalog  for  which  she  was  responsible.  For  40  years  I  did  the  same 
thing  for  my  husband’s  scientific  papers  and  20  of  those  years  I  helped  him 
while  he  was  the  American  Editor  of  the  Sobotta-Figge  Atlas  of  Human 
Anatomy.  We  insisted  the  print  be  large  enough  to  be  comfortable  for  the 
student  to  read  and  margins  wide  enough  to  be  attractive.  It  was  my  job  to  set 
the  style  for  the  page  and  select  the  type  and  do  the  proof-reading;  the 
printing  was  done  in  Germany.  Since  then  I  have  had  many  other  volunteer 
printing  jobs:  Yearbooks  for  various  organizations,  plus  editor  for  the  Re¬ 
blooming  Iris  Recorder  for  seven  years. 

Like  many  of  you  who  issue  catalogs,  I  too  have  moved  into  the  computer 
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age  with  a  computer  and  word  processor.  Also,  I  have  a  Canon  PC-25,  which 
is  capable  of  expanding  or  reducing  print.  (My  other-than-iris  hobby  is  gen¬ 
ealogy,  which  necessitates  a  great  deal  of  duplicating.)  But  all  of  these 
wonderful  aids  for  convenient  printing  are  useless  if  the  publisher  is  so  stingy 
with  space  that  the  end  product  is  virtually  impossible  to  read.  Unless  you 
ship  your  catalog  with  a  magnifying  glass,  here  are  some  practical 
guidelines: 

(1 )  Provide  an  easy-to-find  key  for  all  symbols.  The  catalog  I  tossed  into  the 
trash  had  asterisks  for  which  I  found  no  explanation. 

(2)  If  lines  are  jammed  together,  there  is  no  incentive  to  read  them.  Use  a 
decent-sized  print.  Some  typing  elements  are  clearer  than  others,  and  be 
sure  they  are  clean.  Put  at  least  a  double  space  between  varieties. 

(3)  Be  sure  your  original  is  very  dark,  because  the  copy  will  be  much  lighter. 
Be  sure  a  3  is  not  confused  with  a  5,  nor  an  f  with  at.  On  a  typewriter,  a  piece  of 
carbon  paper  with  the  carbon  side  facing  the  back  of  your  original  will  enforce 
the  darkness  of  the  typing. 

(4)  It  would  be  even  more  readable  to  have  a  half-space  between  lines. 

(5)  Try  reading  your  own  catalog  with  a  jaundiced  eye — and  compare  it  with 
rival  catalogs. 

Those  who  would  appreciate  these  improvements  are  probably  the  ones 
who  have  the  time  and  some  money  to  acquire  new  irises  and  to  visit  gardens. 
Make  those  catalogs  readable!  The  best  iris  in  the  world  may  stay  buried  in 
the  pages  and  never  see  the  light  of  day  in  my  garden,  if  I  become  irritated 
trying  to  find  it  in  your  catalog.  I  realize  this  adds  pages  and  postage,  but 
increased  sales  would  compensate. 

Now  for  my  other  soapbox — garden  labeling!  Those  dial-a-letter,  cranked 
out  stick-’em-on  tape  embossed  labels  seemed  to  be  a  marvelous  invention 
twenty  or  so  years  ago.  I  was  really  gung-ho  over  the  idea  and  had  one  color 
for  antiques,  another  for  Dykes  winners,  still  another  for  the  rebloomers, 
SDBs,  etc.  What  a  disillusionment!  They  fell  off  for  no  reason  unless  you 
wanted  to  change  a  label ,  in  which  case  they  had  to  be  peeled  off  with  a  sharp 
knife,  endangering  one’s  thumb.  The  labels  faded  in  a  year  to  illegibility.  Also, 
the  letters  are  so  small  that  many  of  us  who  wear  trifocals  or  bifocals  can  not 
read  them,  including  the  writer  who  is  not  tall  (imagine  the  plight  of  the  six- 
footers!)  nor  as  supple  since  becoming  “more  mature”  and  not  willing  to 
become  a  human  pretzel  trying  to  bend  down  for  a  nose-to-earthworm  view  of 
a  garden  label. 

Hand-inked  labels  may  not  be  artistic — depending  on  the  label-maker — 
but  at  least  they  should  be  distinct  and  legible  to  a  standing  person.  And  by 
the  way,  include  not  only  the  name  of  the  iris,  but  also  the  year  of  introduction. 
The  writer  would  like  the  name  of  the  hybridizer  as  well,  and  also  whether  it  is 
IB,  BB,  Rebloomer,  etc.,  taking  for  granted  that  no  designation  means  TB. 
Other-than-bearded  irises  are  obvious  from  the  leaf  structure  when  not  in 
bloom,  but  if  there  is  doubt,  information  on  class  of  iris  could  be  added  to  the 
label.  In  any  case,  remember  that  a  visitor  is  not  as  well  acquainted  with  your 
garden  as  you  are  and  deserves  consideration. 


37 


EXHIBITIONS  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

FOR  1986 

James  G.  Burch,  Chairman 


There  were  158  show  schedules  approved  and  one  show  schedule  was 
disapproved.  One  hundred  forty-seven  shows  were  held;  however,  the  show 
report  for  one  show  was  never  received.  One  of  the  shows  held  did  not  have 
sufficient  entries  to  qualify  for  AIS  awards;  therefore,  there  are  no  medal 
winners  listed  in  the  show  results  report  for  that  show.  Three  irises:  BEVERLY 
SILLS,  TITAN’S  GLORY,  and  SONG  OF  NORWAY  tied  for  the  Nelson  Award, 
winning  the  Best  Specimen  four  times. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  SHOWS— 1986 


Place  of  Show 

REGION  1 

Auburn,  ME 
Concord,  MA 
New  Haven,  CT 
Norway,  ME 
Waltham,  MA 
REGION  2 
Buffalo,  NY 
Cicero,  NY 
Rochester,  NY 
REGION  3 
Harrisburg,  PA 
Pittsburgh,  PA 
Wyomissing,  PA 
York,  PA 
REGION  4 
Alexandria,  VA 
Charlotte,  NC 
Charlotte,  NC 
Easton,  MD 
Fredericksburg,  VA 
Roanoke,  VA 
Towson,  MD 
Washington,  D.C. 
Washington,  D  C. 
REGION  5 
Atlanta,  GA 
Columbia,  SC 
Milledgeville,  GA 

Spartanburg,  SC 
Summerville,  SC 
REGION  6 
Akron,  OH 
Cleveland,  OH 
Columbus,  OH 
Dayton,  OH 
Fairview,  Ml 
Fort  Wayne,  IN 
Grand  Blanc,  Ml 
Grand  Rapids,  Ml 
Grand  Rapids,  Ml 
Indianapolis,  IN 
Kalamazoo,  Ml 
Lansing,  Ml 
Mansfield,  OH 
Muncie,  IN 
Pontiac,  Ml 
Portage,  Ml 
REGION  7 
Lebanon,  TN 
Lexington,  KY 
Memphis,  TN 
Memphis,  TN 


Silver  Medal 


The  Whites 
Russell  &  Joan  Moors 
Ken  &  Agnes  Waite 
The  Hazeltons 
The  Moors 

Dr.  Ed  Valentine 
Lillian  &  Jim  Gristwood 
Magdalen  Hoar 

Sterling  Innerst 
George  Gerhart 
Mrs.  Grant  Kegerise 
Sterling  Innerst 

Diana  Nicholls 
Katharine  Steele 
Lloyd  Zurbrigg 
Richard  Kleen 
Clarence  Mahan 
Fred  Stephenson 
Mrs.  Andrew  Warner 
Clarence  Mahan 
Carol  Warner 

Harry  Turner 
Emily  Wheeler 
Juanita  &  Earnest 
wood 

John  Wood 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Anthony  Willott 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Anthony  Willott 
Dorothy  Warrell 
Lurene  Foreman 
Nelson  Yoder 
Harold  Bunker 
Marlyn  Nelson 
Framar  Gardens 
Sandra  Olson 
Earl  Hall 
John  Coble 
Virginia  Maynard 
Mrs.  Howard  Warrell 
Roger  &  Lynda  Miller 
Shirley  Kindermann 
Ensata  Gardens 

Thelma  Lamb 
Albert  C.  Dierckes 
Lottie  Lough 
Brenda  Belus 


Bronze  Medal 


The  Moors 
Barbara  Schmieder 
Coralie  Staff 
The  Moors 
Marian  Schmuhl 

Greg  Schifferli 
Madge  Hoar 
Lillian  Gristwood 

George  Bush 
John  Baron 
Mrs.  Richard  Kegerise 
George  Bush 

Frank  P.  Jones 
Fran  Cline 

Owings  &  Doris  Rebert 
Mary  E.  Brightman 
Diana  Nicholls 
Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg 
Mrs.  Frank  H.  J.  Figge 
Diana  Nicholls 
Clarence  Mahan 


Violet  Boone 
Tony  Szegedi 
Carolyn  Gaddis 
Esther  Rawlins 
Opal  Fullerton 
Roger  &  Lynda  Miller 
James  Dimmitt 
Doris  DeHaan 
Mrs.  Ronald  Miller 
Maxine  C.  Wann 
Carl  &  Mable  Bacon 
Ruth  Esper 
Christine  Cremeans 
Maxine  Wann 
Donna  Calhoun 
Carl  &  Mable  Bacon 

Bess  Thompson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  Williams 
Larry  Browning 
Sarah  Parker 


Best  Specimen 

Cup  Race 
Amazon  Princess 
Blue  Tectorum 
Krojoy 
Cup  Race 

Classico 

Ego 

Dainty  Damsel 

Freckled  Geisha 
Coral  Strand 
Trill 

Sophistication 

Late  Lilac 
Loudoun  Charmer 
Queen  Dorothy 
Henry  Shaw 
Beverly  Sills 
Vanity 

Song  of  Nonway 
Frills 

Dancing  Waves 

Sorceress 
Lady  X 

Mandolin 
Dream  Touch 
Milady’s  Fan 

Concord  Grape 
Pink  Haze 
Mt.  Olympus 
Latin  Lover 
Island  Holiday 
Black  Flag 
Drum  Solo 
Caracal 
Karen 

Night  Dragon 
Song  of  Noway 
Bayberry  Candle 
Indian  Territory 
Bumble  Bee  Delight 
Showcase 
Gay  Gallant 

Victoria  Falls 
Dial  0 

Copper  Capers 
Piute  Pass 


Exhibitor 


The  Moors 
The  Whites 
Carl  &  Ruth  Schulz 
Shirley  Pope 
The  Moors 

Greg  Schifferli 
Maggie  Lou  Smith 
Albert  de  Groat 

Sterling  Innerst 
John  Baron 
Sterling  Innerst 
Sterling  Innerst 

Clarence  Mahan 
Audrey  Cline 
Rosalie  Figge 
Mary  Elliot 
Diana  Nicholls 
Dr  Lloyd  Zurbrigg 
Mrs.  Andrew  Warner 
Richard  Sparling 
Clarence  Mahan 

Harry  Turner 
Emily  Wheeler 

Sue  Jager 

Pat  Johnson 

Mrs.  Wells  E.  Burton 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Anthony  Willott 
Eugene  Tremmel 
Dorothy  Warrell 
Lurene  Foreman 
Nelson  Yoder 
Roger  &  Lynda  Miller 
Dr.  Hal  Stahly 
Framar  Gardens 
Framar  Gardens 
Betty  Lucas 
John  Coble 
Glada  Quinn 
Mrs.  Howard  Warrell 
Roger  &  Lynda  Miller 
Harris  Olson 
Ensata  Gardens 

James  &  Willadean  Bell 
Dorothy  Swanson 
Lottie  Lough 
Sarah  Parker 


Laura  Lewis 
Jim  &  Peg  Jeffcoat 

Year- 

Tracy  &  Lee  Hicks 
Everette  Lineberger 
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Murfreesboro,  TN 
Nashville,  TN 
St.  Matthews,  KY 
REGION  8 
Brooklyn  Center,  MN 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wl 
Madison,  Wl 
Roseville,  MN 
Wauwatosa,  Wl 
Wauwatosa,  Wl 
REGION  9 
Alton,  IL 
Glencoe,  IL 
Hillside,  IL 
Hillside,  IL 
REGION  10 
Lafayette,  LA 
REGION  11 
Missoula,  MT 
REGION  12 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
REGION  13 
Bellevue,  WA 
Portland,  OR 
Portland,  OR 
Seattle,  WA 
Spokane,  WA 
Tacoma,  WA 
REGION  14 
Capitola,  CA 
Cupertino,  CA 
Chico,  CA 
Fresno,  CA 
Garberville,  CA 
Hanford,  CA 
Las  Vegas,  NV 
Los  Altos,  CA 
Oakland,  CA 
Redding,  Ca 
Redding,  CA 
Sacramento,  CA 
San  Jose,  CA 
Santa  Rosa,  CA 
Walnut  Creek,  CA 
Ukiah,  CA 
REGION  15 
Arcadia,  CA 
Arcadia,  CA 
Riverside,  CA 
San  Diego,  CA 
Tucson,  A Z 
Woodland  Hills,  CA 
REGION  17 
Amarillo,  TX 
Belton,  TX 
Bonham,  TX 
Dallas,  TX 
El  Paso,  TX 
Fort  Worth,  TX 
Iowa  Park,  TX 
Lubbock,  TX 
Midland,  TX 
New  Braunfels,  TX 
Sherman,  TX 

Sherman,  TX 
Waco,  TX 
REGION  18 

DeSoto,  MO 
Dodge  City,  KS 
Garden  City,  KS 
Hutchinson,  KS 
Joplin,  MO 
Kansas  City,  MO 
O'Fallon,  MO 
Parsons,  KS 
St.  Louis,  MO 
St.  Louis,  MO 
St.  Louis,  MO 
Washington,  MO 
Wichita,  KS 
Wichita,  KS 
REGION  19 
Princeton,  NJ 


Robert  &  Dean  Daniels 
Inez  Turns 
Jean  McGhee 

Inga  Hempel 
Sandra  Lemmer 
John  Clay 
Jeanette  Trettel 
Melvin  Bausch 
Sandra  Lemmer 

Sheldon  Butt 
Dr.  V.  L.  Winkler 
Charles  Simon 
Charles  Simon 

Rusty  Ostheimer 

Jack  Weber 

Ray  &  Rose  Pulley 

Sigrid  Asmus 
Mary  Ann  Judkins 
Hugh  Leathers 
Kirkland  Iris  Gardens 
Laura  Buelow 
Dr.  Alan  Brooks 


Duncan  Eader 
Duncan  Eader 
Hamners  Iris  Gardens 
Jack  Fitzgerald 
Alex  Brittain 
Pete  DeSantis 

Kenneth  Mazurek 
Mrs.  Doyle  Gray 
Leon  Wolford 
Marie  Caillet 
Luella  Danielson 
Peggy  Williams 
Annetta  Reusch 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Felix  West 
Jim  &  Sue  Keefe 
W.  Clyde  Ikins 
Helen  Hicks 

Bill  &  Grace  Milam 
Hazel  Haik 

Sheldon  Butt 
Marti  Woods 
Dale  Smith 
Blanche  Coleman 
Betty  Marty 
Jim  Hedgecock 
(Shew  results  unknown) 
John  Gass 
Sheldon  Butt 
Sheldon  Butt 
Roy  Bohrer 
Sheldon  Butt 
John  Nichols 
Betty  Jean  Bowlin 

Chun  (Frank)  Fan 


Jim  &  Ann  Nelson 
Betty  Wilkins 
Eula  Parker 

Sigred  Dalgaard 
Norman  Frisch 
Carolee  Clay 
Mary  Duvall 
Fred  Jahnke 
Fred  Jahnke 

Orville  Dickhaut 
William  Hessel 
Florence  Stout 
David  Sindt 

Dorman  Haymon 

Ronn  Dunn 

DeRay  Taylor 

Florence  Weed 
Joanne  Mentz 
Jensen  White 
Sigrid  Asmus 
Luella  Sisley 
Iris  Martin 


Peter  DeSantis 
George  Sherman 
Cal-Dixie  Iris  Gardens 
Valera  Chenoweth 
Leslie  Follett 
Myrna  Hood 

Marie  Glovier 
Mrs.  Louis  Landers 
Josephine  King 
Kim  &  Barbara  Wygren 
Helen  &  Floyd  Stopani 
Sharon  Bartlett 
Edyth  Brooks 
Mrs.  Therell  Hodges 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Felix  West 
Raymond  Dragon 
Wanda  Blankinship 

Milly  &  Randolph  Hall 
Mary  Fussell 

Robert  Pries 
Dale  Smith 
Keith  Fillmore 
Saundra  Grimm 
Mrs.  J.  Donald  Puett 
Jaye  Carpenter 

John  Souters 
Riley  Probst 
Don  Deimez 
Don  Deimez 
Mary  Ferguson 
Betty  Jean  Bowlin 
Margie  Robinson 

Elizabeth  Aulicky 


Jeweled  Starlight 
Beverly  Sills 
Fluted  Lime 

Fresh  Face 
Sleepytime  Gal 
Land  of  Judah 
Colorado  Sunshine 
Matinata 
Cherrywood 

Smoke  Curls 
Study  in  Black 
Dear  Diane 
Abridged  Version 

Jeri 

Laced  Cotton 

Titan’s  Glory 

Harlow  Gold 
Big  Money 
Angelic  Light 
Cecilia  D. 

Big  Dipper 
Eastertime 

Harlem  Hussy 
Far  Galaxies 
Capricious 
Pfauenauge 
Brown  Lasso 
Colorific 
Imperial  Bronze 
Cafe  Society 
Sapphire  Jewel 
Bridal  Wreath 
Money 
Mist  Falls 
Creole  Queen 
Caprician  Butterfly 
I.  milesii 
Aztec  Affluence 

Simply  Wild 
Victoria  Falls 
Holy  Night 
Port  Royal 
Titan's  Glory 
Kiss 

Coral  Ice 
Touch  of  Cream 
Beverly  Sills 
Evelyn  Boon 
Sky  Hooks 
Crystal  Moon 
Protege 

Redwood  Supreme 
Starcrest 
Hand  Maiden 
Titan's  Glory 
Marie  Caillet 
Lemon  Mist 
Sun  Fire 

Shampoo 
Enchanted  World 
Helen  Proctor 
Bubbling  Over 
Blushing  Deb 
Grand  Finale 

Carrilon  Bells 
Veneration 
Powder  Blue 
Prairie  Tapestry 
Ruffled  Supreme 
Magic  Shades 
Chartreuse  Ruffles 

Silver  Years 


Robert  &  Dean  Daniels 
Inez  Turns 
John  Dyer 

Tracy  Andor 
Pearl  Stockinger 
Evelyn  Thompson 
Jack  Worel 
Melvin  Bausch 
Sandra  Lemmer 

Sheldon  Butt 
Dr.  V.  L.  Winkler 
Marge  Bensen 
David  Sindt 

Neil  Bertinot 

John  Weber 

Earl  Swensen 

Sigrid  Asmus 
Kay  Ludi 
Hugh  Leathers 
Kathy  Hawley 
Myrtle  Troope 
Ruby  Glasser 

Lois  Belardi 
Julie  Petermeier 
Floyd  Coon 
Bill  Tyson 
Ann  Rickard 
Elsie  Yost 
Mrs.  Mark  Condo 
Manley  Osborne 
Gigo  Hall 
William  Brown 
Floyd  Coon 
Bob  Dunn 
Joe  Ghio 
Jackie  Norton 
Carl  &  LaRue  Boswell 
George  Sutton 

Duncan  Eader 
Duncan  Eader 
Hamner’s  Iris  Gardens 
Linda  Moore 
Leslie  Follett 
Laura  Parker 

Marie  Glovier 
Mrs.  Doyle  Gray 
Joe  Welch 
Joan  Courtney 
Helen  &  Floyd  Stopani 
Peggy  Williams 
B.  J.  Pautsky 
Charles  Post 
Tony  Cappadonna 
W.  Clyde  Ikins 
Charles  L.  Brown 
Wanda  Blankenship 
Jim  Williams 
Hazel  Haik 

Sheldon  Butt 
Dale  Smith 
Kenneth  Smith 
Blanche  Coleman 
Betty  Marty 
Jeanette  Schuster 

John  Gass 
James  Morris 
Tom  Hall 
Don  Deimez 
Mary  Ferguson 
Floyd  Dyer 
L.  A.  Robinson 

Nancy  Szmuriga 


Joseph  Ghio  Lois  Belardi 

Lois  Belardi  Joseph  Ghio 

Carole  Vossen  Floyd  Coon 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ron  MontgomeryBill  Tyson 
Benny  Osti  Ann  Rickard 


Elsie  Yost 
Helen  Cochran 
Lois  Belardi 
Alan  Robbins 
Edna  Bryceson 
Floyd  Coon 
Joyce  Ragle 
Carole  Vossen 
Colin  Rigby 
Glenn  Corlew 
George  Sutton 


Philip  Smith 
Arnold  &  Louise  Todd 
Gigi  Hall 
Glenn  Corlew 
Georgia  Maxim 
Carole  Vossen 
Elinor  Benes 
Joe  Ghio 
Jackie  Norton 
Alan  Robbins 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Primer 
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REGION  20 


Colorado  Springs,  CO 

Joan  James 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  D.  Lyons 

Pacific  Mist 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  D.  Lyons 

Denver,  CO 

Mrs.  M.  W.  James 

Harry  B.  Kuesel 

Song  of  Norway 

Betty  Fallon 

REGION  21 

Lincoln,  NE 

Gene  Kalkwarf 

Allan  Ensminger 

Spinning  Wheel 

Allan  Ensminger 

Norfolk,  NE 

Don  Peterson 

Larry  Harder 

Peccadillo 

Larry  Harder 

Omaha,  NE 

Richard  Kohout 

Leslie  Jobe 

Angel  Choir 

Richard  Kohout 

Scottsbluff,  NE 

Viola  Schreiner 

Mrs.  Earl  Fauver,  Jr. 

Lavender  Sparkle 

Viola  Schreiner 

Sioux  City,  IA 

Dennis  Wolf 

Larry  Harder 

Pink  Haze 

Larry  Harder 

Sioux  Falls,  SD 

C.  T.  Claussen 

Pat  Hemmer 

Vi  Luihn 

C.  T.  Claussen 

REGION  22 

Altus,  OK 

Alva,  OK 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Kobs 

Jerry  Williams 

Bebe  Reimer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alton 

Zimmerman 

New  Moon 

Titan’s  Glory 

Bebe  Reimer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alton 
Zimmerman 

Edmond,  OK 

Jim  Hawley 

Mary  Watson 

Dawn  Glory 

Jim  Hawley 

Enid,  OK 

Bill  Frass 

Dana  Wade 

Ruffled  Ballet 

Bill  Frass 

Hot  Springs,  AR 

Jim  &  Charlotte  Bledsoe 

Bruce  Richards 

Capricious 

Bruce  Richards 

Lawton,  OK 

Shirley  Hollowell 

Ruth  Simmons 

Modern  Classic 

Shirley  Hollowell 

Norman,  OK 

Leona  Spence 

Glenda  Harrison 

Capricious 

Leona  Spence 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

Paul  Black 

James  Hawley 

Orange  Empire 

Nancy  Perkins 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

James  Hawley 

Perry  Parrish 

Eastertime 

Perry  Parrish 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

Perry  Parrish 

Genevieve  E.  Followwill 

Imperial  Bronze 

Mrs.  H.  R.  Hensel 

Tulsa,  OK 

Dorothy  Howard 

Jannelle  Babb 

AnJan 

Cleo  Cox 

Tulsa,  OK 

Dorothy  Howard 

Jannelle  Babb 

Mentida 

Dorothy  Howard 

Woodward,  OK 

Lillian  Luinstra 

Loreen  Turner 

Beverly  Sills 

Barbara  James 

REGION  23 

Albuquerque,  NM 

Sara  Doonan 

Valerie  White 

Song  of  Norway 

Joan  Pagano 

Albuquerque,  NM 

Irene  Shockey 

Howard  Shockey 

Country  Manor 

Irene  Shockey 

Hobbs,  NM 

Montez  Bertram 

Doug  Goodnight 

Peccadillo 

Becky  Seigman 

Las  Cruces,  NM 

Gene  &  Maggie  Davis 

Dr.  Cecil  Eiffert 

Lu  Danielson 

Whoop  'em  Up 

Cindy  Myers 

Roswell,  NM 

Les  Kilgore 

Merry  Madrigal 

Les  Kilgore 

Santa  Fe,  NM 

Betty  Gonzales 

Kate  Collins 

Summer  Sunshine 

Eric  Boland 

REGION  24 

Arab,  AL 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  WebsterMargaret  Lambert 

Lorilee 

Nancy  Replogle 

Guntersville,  AL 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Oats 

Mrs.  H.E.  Scruggs  &  Sarah 

Mandolin 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Webster 

Huntsville,  AL 

Sue  McNeal 

Betty  Burch 

Roselene 

Evelyn  Branumn 

Huntsville,  AL 

Ruth  Wilder 

Gertrude  Price 

Fluted  Burgundy 

Rosa  Belle  Van  Valken- 
burgh 

Rev.  William  Senter 

Jackson,  MS 

Rev.  William  Senter 

Mrs.  C.  D.  McCharen 

Violet  Harmony 

ARTISTIC  DIVISION  WINNERS 

PLACE 

BEST 

ARTISTIC 

OF 

BEST 

ARTISTIC 

DESIGN, 

SWEEPSTAKES, 

SHOW 

DESIGN 

SWEEPSTAKES 

YOUTH 

YOUTH 

REGION  1 

MAINE 

Auburn 

Alice  Yates 

Alice  Yates 

Noway 

Peter  Young 

Alice  Yates 

REGION  2 

NEW  YORK 

Buffalo 

Florence  Mergenhagen 

REGION  4 

MARYLAND 

Easton 

VIRGINIA 

Shirley  Phillips 

Shirley  Phillips 

Todd  Windsor 

Fredericksburg 

Susan  Estes 

Susan  Estes 

REGION  5 

GEORGIA 

Atlanta 

Hallie  Brown 

Sabrina  Yearwood 

Milledgeville 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Juanita  Yearwood 

Juanita  Yearwood 

Columbia 

Spartanburg 

Margie  Brown 

Pat  Johnson 

Nell  Kirby 

Tiffany  Johnson 

Marie  Goforth 
Tiffany  Johnson 

Summerville 

Mrs.  P.  R.  Black 

REGION  6 

OHIO 

Akron 

Dorothy  Willott 

Dorothy  Willott 

Cleveland 

Mrs.  Anthony  Willott 

Mrs.  Victor  Repp 

Columbus 

Thelma  Grossman 

Thelma  Grossman 

Mansfield 

MICHIGAN 

Linda  Applegate 

Mrs.  Howard  Warrell 

Fairview 

Pauline  Cournyer 

Grand  Blanc 

Doris  Brooks 

Doris  Brooks 

Grand  Rapids 

Kay  Keating 

Kay  Keating 

Kalamazoo 

Bernard  Jones 

Bernard  Jones 

Lansing 

Martha  Laing 

Virginia  Maynard 

Robin  Page-Echols 

Portage 

Bernard  Jones 

Bernard  Jones 
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INDIANA 
Fort  Wayne 
Indianapolis 
Muncie 
REGION  7 
TENNESSEE 
Lebanon 
Memphis 
Memphis 
Nashville 
KENTUCKY 
Lexington 
Louisville 
REGION  8 
MINNESOTA 
Brooklyn  Center 
Roseville 
WISCONSIN 
Fond  du  Lac 
Madison 
Wauwatosa 
Wauwatosa 
REGION  9 
ILLINOIS 
Alton 
Glencoe 
Hillside 
Hillside 
REGION  10 
LOUISIANA 
Lafayette 

REGION  11 

MONTANA 

Missoula 

REGION  12 

UTAH 

Salt  Lake  City 

REGION  13 

WASHINGTON 
Bellevue 
Spokane 
Tacoma 
OREGON 
Portland 
Poetland 
REGION  14 
CALIFORNIA 
Fresno 
Garberville 
Hanford 
Redding 
Ukiah 

REGION  15 

CALIFORNIA 
Arcadia 
Arcadia 
Riverside 
San  Diego 

Tiipqon 

Woodland  Hills 
REGION  17 

TEXAS 
Bonham 
Dallas 
El  Paso 
Fort  Worth 
Iowa  Park 
Lubbock 
Midland 


Sherman 

Sherman 

Waco 

REGION  18 

MISSOURI 

DeSoto 

Joplin 

Kansas  City 
St.  Louis 
St.  Louis 
St.  Louis 
Washington 


Maxine  Wann 
Ruth  Moorehead 
Ruth  Moorhead 


Dorothy  Hesson 
Bertha  Stone 

Mrs.  Irene  Love 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Ruttenberg 
Helen  Harrigan 


Janice  Krahn 
Grace  Stokes 

Nadine  Yunker 

Mary  Dusnak 
Ethel  Baukus 


Rosemary  Newman 
William  Hessel 
Henrietta  Marks 
Bill  Hessell 


Nora  Cage 
Josephine  Wiggins 


Ronn  Dunn 


Paul  Smith 


Jan  Volk 
Paul  Harms 


Laura  Moritz 
Nancy  Williams 


Lucile  Smith 
Sue  Tosten 
Marie  Cody 
Cecilia  Binning 
LaVona  Barnhart 


Helen  Zeldin 
Dorothy  J.  Spoelstra 
Richard  Cherry 
Eleanor  McCown 
Elsa  McLean 
Mary  E.  Fredricks 


Jo  Ann  Bibby 
Olga  Johnson 
Bea  Ashmore 
Pat  Butler 
Annetta  Reusch 
Margaret  Coil 
Barbara  Garsen 


Ina  Warren 
Wynnona  Green 
Cindy  McGregor 


Carla  Steinkoetter 
Gladys  Boulanger 
Betty  Alloway 
Jo-An  Finke 
Jo-An  Finke 
Vince  Italian 
Rose  Kampschroeder 


Maxine  Wann 
Rosie  Stamm 
Ruth  Moorhead 


Dorothy  Hesson 
Mrs.  0.  C.  Carter 


Mrs.  J.  J.  Ruttenberg 
Helen  Harrigan 


Charlotte  Sindt 
Odile  Netko 


Evelyn  Thompson 


Brad  Eilering 
William  Hessel 
Henrietta  Marks 
Pat  Hessell 


Dorleen  Bakke 


Paul  Smith 


Norma  Lunden 
Billie  Manos 

Laura  Moritz 
Nancy  Williams 


Marie  Cody 
Gracie  Brown 


Inez  Webster 
Rov  Lissner 
Richard  Cherry 

Pam  Turner 
Mary  E.  Fredricks 


Olga  Johnson 
Bea  Ashmore 
Bunn  Butler 
B.  J.  Pautsky 
Richard  Wilber 
Mary  Newton 


Ina  Warren 
Hazel  Haik 


Carla  Steinkoetter 
Gladys  Boulanger 
Betty  Alloway 
Jo-An  Finke 
Louise  Bellagamba 
Sue  Delmez 
Rose  Kampschroeder 


Lauren  Krahn 


John  Weber 


Eric  Crane 


Andrea  Walker 


Christie  Baum 


Julie  Walthall 
Tony  Cappadonna 


Christie  Baum 


Tony  Cappadonna 

Michael 

Cappadonna 
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KANSAS 


Dodge  City 

Virginia  Lockman 

Virginia  Lockman 

Garden  City 

Keith  Fillmore 

Wanda  Smith 

Hutchinson 

Pat  Dixon 

Pat  Dixon 

Sherlyn  Bradley 

Sherlyn  Bradley 

Parsons 

Etheline  Morris 

Ruby  Morgan 

Candie  Cooper 

Candie  Cooper 

Wichita 

Betty  J.  Bowlin 

Betty  J.  Bowlin 

Wichita 

Chris  Taggart 

Chris  Taggart 

REGION  20 

COLORADO 

Colorado  Springs 

Shelly  Moller 

Shelly  Moller 

Denver 

Helen  Erickson 

Maureen  Gressett 

Kimberly  James 

REGION  21 

NEBRASKA 

Lincoln 

Gladys  Ensminger 

Norfolk 

Katherine  Tutin 

Ardis  A.  Whalen 

Omaha 

Leslie  Jobe 

Leslie  Jobe 

Scottsbluff 

Julie  Feil 

Julie  Feil 

IOWA 

Sioux  City 

Larry  L.  Harder 

Larry  L.  Harder 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Sioux  Falls 

Evangeline  Martindale 

Evangeline  Martindale 

REGION  22 

ARKANSAS 

OKLAHOMA 

Altus 

Mrs.  Albern  Jones 

Mrs.  George  Huckaby 

Edmond 

Maxine  Hawley 

Maxine  Hawley 

Beth  Bowman 

Beth  Bowman 

Robin  Kettler 

Robin  Kettler 

Enid 

Ruth  Ransom 

Veda  Moore 

Hot  Springs,  AR 

Pat  Haering 

Mrs.  John  Hammond 

Lawton 

Marjorie  Puckett 

Marjorie  Puckett 

Norman 

Jo  Fowler 

Lillian  Shelton 

Jerry  Spence 

Jerry  Spence 

Oklahoma  City 

Virginia  Gregory 

Virginia  Gregory 

Oklahoma  City 

Charlotte  Nichols 

Genevieve  Followwill 

Tulsa 

Nellie  B.  Kenney 

Dorothy  Harris 

RosAnn  Stonecipher 

REGION  23 

NEW  MEXICO 

Albuquerque 

Betty  Ocobock 

Jean  Dabney 

Hobbs 

Jackie  Williams 

Elaine  Bartlett 

Roswell 

Dorothy  Cook 

Dorothy  Cook 

Santa  Fe 

Diana  DiPalma 

Diana  DiPalma 

REGION  24 

ALABAMA 

Guntersville 

Orris  Byrum 

Orris  Byrum 

Huntsville 

Kristen  Gilliam 

MISSISSIPPI 

Jackson 

Marie  Dow 

Johnnie  Hughes 

YOUTH  DIVISION  HORTICULTURE  WINNERS 


PLACE 

OF 

SHOW 
REGION  1 

MAINE 

Auburn 

Norway 

CONNECTICUT 
New  Haven 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Waltham 
REGION  4 
MARYLAND 
Easton 
REGION  5 
GEORGIA 
Atlanta 
Milledgeville 
SOUTH  CAROLINA 
Columbia 
Spartanburg 
REGION  6 
MICHIGAN 
Fairview 
INDIANA 
Fort  Wayne 
Indianapolis 
Muncie 
OHIO 
Dayton 
Mansfield 


SILVER 

MEDAL 


Travis  Hicks 

Hank  Addy 
Lou  Ann  Watson 


Jennifer  Ross 

Kenton  Miller 
Nathan  Miller 
Doug  Jones 

Greg  Dancer 


BRONZE  BEST 


MEDAL 

SPECIMEN 

EXHIBITOR 

Teenage  Blush 

Demon 

Karole  Ann  Bean 
Karole  Ann  Bean 

Sultan’s  Palace 

Jason  McWhirter 

/.  versicolor 

David  Malec 

Todd  Windsor 

Space  Odyssey 

Todd  Windsor 

Shalon  Yearwood 

Faraway  Blue 

Jeweled  Starlight 

Travis  Hicks 
Travis  Hicks 

Andrea  Johnson 

Travis  Hicks 

Charmed  Circle 

Dover  Beach 

Tiffany  Johnson 
Eric  Nelson 

Denver  Dawn 

Jennifer  Ross 

Nathan  Miller 

Kenton  Miller 

Kenton  Miller 

Playgirl 

Vanity 

Harry  Stewart 
Doug  Jones 

Dave  Nave 

Color  Coded 

Startler 

Greg  Dancer 
Cathy  Ridenour 
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REGION  7 

KENTUCKY 

Lexington  Jeff  Vanlandingham  Wayne  Whalen 

TENNESSEE 

Murfreesboro  Javin  Fann  Shannon  King 

Nashville  Troy  Phillips  Lanette  Phillips 

REGION  8 

MINNESOTA 

Brooklyn  Center  Laurel  Krahn  Tracy  Andor 


Angel  Robes 

Sapphire  Hills 
Dazzling  Gold 


Fresh  Face 


Jeff  Vanlandingham 

Javin  Fann 
Lanette  Phillips 


Tracy  Andor 


REGION  11 

MONTANA 


Missoula 

REGION  14 

CALIFORNIA 

John  Weber 

Stacey  Baier 

Laced  Cotton 

John  Weber 

Chico 

Bobby  Owen 

Blue  Sapphire 

Bobby  Owen 

Cupertino 

Redding 

Julie  Petermeier 

Kristine  Petermeier 

Far  Galaxies 

Christmas  Time 

Julie  Petermeier 
Laura  Campbell 

Ukiah 

REGION  15 

CALIFORNIA 
Woodland  Hills 

REGION  17 

TEXAS 

David  Vest 

James  Vest 

Stepping  Out 

lla  Nunn 

Alisa  Loberg 

Paul  Acosta 

Midland 

Tony  Cappadonna 

Starcrest 

Tony  Cappadonna 

Waco 

REGION  18 

KANSAS 

Luis  Sais 

Cody  Newman 

By  Line 

Cody  Newman 

Hutchinson 

Parsons 

MISSOURI 

Joplin 

REGION  19 

NEW  JERSEY 
Princeton 

REGION  20 

COLORADO 

Andy  Stout 

Sherlyn  Bradley 

Pistachio 

Diamond  Blue 

Koala 

Visual  Arts 

Andy  Stout 

Karen  Gard 

Korisa  Conduff 

Krissie  Kurek 

Colorado  Springs 

Amy  Briggs 

Shelly  Moller 

Stepping  Out 

Shelly  Moller 

Denver 

REGION  22 

OKLAHOMA 

Kim  Thomas 

Shelley  Moller 

Mike  McCarthy 

Warm  Gold 

Kim  Thomas 

Alva 

J.  J.  Williams 

Ricky  Rhodes 

Ice  Sculpture 

J.  J.  Williams 

Edmond 

Beth  Bowman 

Pacific  Mist 

Beth  Bowman 

Norman 

Jerry  Spence 

Melissa  Harrison 

Spartan 

Jolene  Hoffer 

Tulsa 

Dianna  Spens 

Full  Eclipse 

Dianna  Spens 

Tulsa 

REGION  23 

NEW  MEXICO 

Angi  McLane 

Oath 

Angi  McLane 

Albuquerque 

Kurt  Latimer 

Kelly  Doonan 

Song  Of  Norway 

Kurt  Latimer 

Albuquerque 

Kurt  Latimer 

Shannon  Latimer 

Hi-Top 

Kurt  Latimer 

Santa  Fe 

REGION  24 

ALABAMA 

Arab 

Eric  Boland 

Celeste  Ballew 

Laurel  Bennet 

Summer  Sunshine 

Eric  Boland 

COMMERCIAL  AND  EDUCATIONAL  EXHIBITS 


REGION  PLACE  OF  SHOW  COMMERCIAL 


EDUCATIONAL 


1  Auburn,  ME 
Waltham,  MA 

2  Cicero,  NY 
Rochester,  NY 

4  Roanoke,  VA 

5  Atlanta,  GA 

Columbia,  SC  Nick’s  Iris  Gardens 

Spartanburg,  SC  Nick's  Iris  Garden 

Summerville,  SC 

6  Indianapolis,  IN 
Lansing,  Ml 
Muncie,  IN 

Portage,  Ml 

7  Lebanon,  TN 
Louisville,  KY 
Memphis,  TN 

9  Glencoe,  IL 


Larry  Doucette 
Larry  Doucette 
Elaine  Fulton 
Lillian  &  Jim  Gristwood 
Wendy  Roller 
Magdalen  Hoar 
Mrs.  B.  E.  Grumpier 
Robert  Terpening 
John  W.  Wood 
John  Wood 
Mrs.  Wells  E.  Burton 
Lynda  Miller 
Virginia  Maynard 
Lynda  Miller 
Barney  Hobbs 
Mrs.  Sylvia  Wong 
Bob  &  Margaret  Joines 
Jim  Niehoff 
Ray  Collins 
Peggy  Collins 
Russell  A.  Hintz 
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13 

Bellevue,  WA 

Kirkland  Iris  Gardens 

Portland,  OR 

Portland,  OR 

Aitken’s  Salmon  Creek  Gardens 
Aitken's  Salmon  Creek  Gardens 
Schreiner’s  Iris  Gardens 

Claude  Derr 

Tacoma,  WA 

Frank  Gropper 

Elvin  Van  Slyke 

Billie  Manes 

14 

Redding,  CA 

Georgia  Maxim 

Gracie  Brown 

15 

Arcadia,  CA 

San  Diego,  CA 

John  &  Kay  Tearington 
Thelma  Carrington 

17 

Iowa  Park,  TX 

Helen  Brown 

18 

Hutchinson,  KS 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Amelia  Mueller 

James  Morris 

19 

Princeton,  NJ 

Nancy  Szmuriga 

22 

Edmond,  OK 

Hot  Springs,  AR 

Lawton,  OK 

Guyneth  Van  Antwerp 
Lyle  &  Louise  Trimble 
Marjorie  Puckett 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

John  Maddox 

Genevieve  Followwil! 

Tulsa,  OK 

Cleo  Cox 

Rilla  Hickerson 

23 

Roswell,  NM 

Fran  Merrill 

24 

Jackson,  MS 

Mrs.  Eva  Griffen 

American  Iris  Society 
Exhibition  Certificates  Issued 
During  1986 


Ackerman,  William 
A-3  (6-22) 

D-5  (1-12)  (JA) 
Aitken,  Terry 

82-M85-5  (IB) 
82T36A 
81-9  (IB) 

82T85A 

82T69A 

80-69 

Bartley,  Matt 
8211 

Bauer-Coble 
S-84F-2  (SIB) 
S-841-3  (SIB) 
S-83B-18  (SIB) 
Bausch,  Lynn 
M-39  (BB) 

M-13-2  (SDB) 

1-29  (SDB) 

Belardi,  Lois 
B-RDM1-5  (PCN) 
Benson,  Mrs.  Charles 
74-2  (SPU) 

Black,  Paul 
85458 A  (IB) 

Booth,  Dwight 
16-1-82 

Briscoe,  Harley 

84-29A  (SIB) 

80-1 9A  (SIB) 


84-29B  (SIB) 
84-29A  (SDB) 
Brown,  B.  J. 

0686 

Burke,  James  G. 
BU83A 

Burton,  John  S. 

81-1  (SDB) 
Bush,  George 

84- 11  (SIB) 
Byers,  Monty 

D-161-4 
Byrum,  Orris 

85- By-MT 
Carr,  Franklin 

83-21 -A 
81-27-HC 
Chenoweth,  Valera 
BCYW-3  (LA) 
EB-1  (LA) 
Claussen,  C.  T. 

CC-80-61C 
Colletti,  Peter  J. 

78-75-1 
Cook,  Verna 
3-2-20  (SIB) 
Cooper,  Joan 
016  (SIB) 
Copeland,  Jill 
18  (SIB) 

12  (JA) 


Corlew,  Glenn 
1106-2Y 
11 05-1 B 
Craig,  Jim 
51S1 

Crossman,  George 
8301 

Danielson,  Henry 

84-16  (ARIL) 

86-1  (AB) 
Dienstbach,  Marie 
35B  (JA) 

Doonan,  Sara 
83-3-8 

Dunstone,  Don 
83-2-4 
Dyer,  Floyd 
_  D-52-84-B  (BB) 
Eader,  Duncan 
C-82-S-1 36  (PCN) 
Ensminger,  Allan 
82-30 
Ernst,  R. 

A-500-1 
B-123-1 
Gadd,  Fred 
21-A-82B 
Gaddie,  Gene 
32-27 

Gaulter,  Larry 

82-47 
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Ghio,  Joe 
PL-175  (PCN) 
Impressionist 
PL-2  (PCN) 

PL-223B  (PCN) 

PL  70  (PCN) 
Hagberg,  Marge 

81- 28  (SDB) 

80- 16  (SDB) 

Hall,  Earl 

8-114-12 
Hamner,  Bernard 

83- 3 

82- 39 

84- 78 

Haymon,  Dorman 
37-84-5  (LA) 
Hazzard,  Arthur 
600  (JA) 

Hedgecock,  Jim 

83- 95-1 
Helsley,  Calvin 

86-6  (SIB) 

Hickerson,  Rilla 
L-74-4-1  (LA) 
Hollingworth,  Robert 
E5-B3  (SIB) 

83- D-2-A-4  (SIB) 
Jeweled  Crown  (SIB) 
82C2A15  (SIB) 

Hunt,  Berkeley 

81- 8-5  (BB) 

Innerst,  Sterling 

1533-6  (JA) 

2126-11 
Jahnke,  Fred 
PE  2  (SIB) 

Jeffries,  Robert 
J82-D4-A  (SDB) 
Jensen,  Karl 
SR8-3 

SR-27-10  (BB) 

Jones,  Frank  P 
J-83-75  (Princeton) 
Jorgensen,  C.  J. 

4-5-1 W 

85- 2-3 

84- P-6 

85- 56-1 
2-P1 1-62 


4- P-2 

Knaus,  John 
8112 

Lankow,  Carol 
6  B  57-1  (IB) 

5  C  45-1  (SDB) 

4  B  32-7  (IB) 
Lazarus,  Brian 
Sherb  2 
Leavitt,  Mel 
H-M-107 
H-M-105 
H-M-111 

Le  Fever,  G.  Wyatt 
83-25  (JA) 
Lineberger,  Everette 
115 

Lyons,  Ray 

78- 15-5 

McCown,  Eleanor 

82- 3  (SPU) 
McEwen,  Currier 

T5  81/71  (SIB) 
Magee,  Tom 
809  A 
8133 

Mahan,  Clarence 
386-2 

Mahoney,  James  A. 
Planet  Iris 
80-78-2 
Mallory,  Bob 
RTG-1  (BB) 

Marty,  Betty 
BL-5-84 
Michel,  Len 
C  131-1 

Miller,  Anna  Mae 

79- 18-9  (SIB) 
Miller,  David 

DM  83-3A  (BB) 
Miller,  Mrs.  Ronald  F. 

79- 8-6  (SIB) 

80.7.5  (SIB) 

Moores,  Walter 

83- 16 

Mueller,  Adam 

80- 148 

Nichols,  Hooker 
82149C 


O’Connor,  Patrick 
X-2  (LA) 

X-1  (LA) 

Owen,  Archie 
AO-2  (LA) 

Parker,  Eula 
1 

Pierce,  John 
5-86 

Pries,  Robert 
MSS  4  M-86-B  (SDB) 
Pyburn,  Alton 

79- 106 

Quadros,  Eric 

80- 11 

Reynolds,  Helen 
2-8 

Roberts,  Barbara 
PT  65-10 
Roberts,  Ed 
857 
821 
859 

Rogers,  Francis 
F  21 5A 
FR  80-20-E 
Rowland,  C.  B. 

R-1234  (JA) 

Sauers,  Dan 
8313  (SIB) 

Selinger,  David 
83-113 

Shahak,  David 
81  RM  28  (ARIL) 
Shockey,  Howard 

81-201-3B 
83-206-2 
Shoup,  Marvin 
81-24  (SDB) 

824  (SDB) 

Sindt,  David 
630  (MDB) 

784  (MDB) 

786  (MDB) 

Smith,  Dale 
83-2-A 

Squires,  Betty 

86-B707 
Stadler,  J.  D. 

J-38/88 
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J-21-1 
Stahly,  Ha! 

85-1 -A  (SIB) 

81- 17 

Steele,  Dorothy 
D-77-10 

Steinheimer,  M.  L. 
R  P-001 

Stephenson,  Fred 

82- 1 4A 
Flight  Poised 

Stockinger,  Pearl 
1-86 

Stonecipher,  M/M 
MA  81-10  (LA) 


Stout,  Florence 
84-4  (SIB) 
Sykes,  James  T. 

SY-72-1 
Turner,  Harry 
1192-80-1 
43-4 

Tutin,  Katherine 
T-82-15  (IB) 
T-81-14 
Varner,  Steve 
VI  015  (IB) 
Waite,  Ken 
WS-79-7A  (SIB) 
Warrell,  Dorothy 
S  84  T  (SIB) 


All  are  TBs  unless  otherwise  noted. 


Warrell,  Mrs.  Howard 
B BP-85  (BB) 

Welch,  Walter 
21 7  (MTB) 

Willott,  Anthony  &  Dorothy 

83- 120  (BB) 

84- 2  (MTB) 

84-142  (SDB) 

Wolford,  Leon 
BTR-86-4  (LA) 

Wood,  John 
W-101-86  (SIB) 
Zurbrigg,  Lloyd 
Q191-A 
Z-38-C 
Z-1 85-2-2 


Vouth  Views 

Catherine  Long  Gates 


Too  Harsh? 

This  past  bloom  season  some  controversy  arose  at  one  show  over  the 
judging  of  the  youth  section.  Many  of  those  present  felt  the  judges  had  been 
unnecessarily  strict  in  judging  the  youth  section.  The  criteria  for  judging  that 
are  outlined  in  the  AIS  Handbook  for  Judges  and  Show  Officials  apply  to 
youth  as  well  as  adult  entries.  However,  the  section  of  the  Handbook  dealing 
with  exhibition  judging  of  the  artistic  division  states;  “If  a  youth  section  is 
included  in  a  show,  the  panel  should  include  a  judge  who  understands  the 
abilities  as  well  as  the  limitations  of  young  exhibitors.”  Perhaps  this  statement 
could  apply  equally  well  to  the  horticultural  division.  The  club  sponsoring  this 
particular  show  felt  the  harsh  judging  went  against  their  philosophy  of  encour¬ 
aging  youth  participation.  It  is  certainly  an  area  that  merits  the  show  commit¬ 
tee’s  consideration  before  the  show. 

Newsletter  Exchange 

The  Piedmont  Carolina  Iris  Society  has  a  very  active  and  growing  youth 
group.  This  past  year  they  started  a  monthly  youth  newsletter.  Their  youth 
chairman,  Pat  Johnson,  would  like  very  much  to  exchange  newsletters  with 
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any  other  youth  groups,  if  your  group  doesn’t  have  a  newsletter,  she’d  be  glad 
to  just  have  an  exchange  of  ideas.  The  Youth  Committee  is  always  eager  for 
news  of  what  is  happening  “out  there,”  so  if  you  have  a  newsletter  or  some 
ideas  you’d  like  to  share  with  Pat  and  the  rest  of  us  please  write  Catherine 
Gates,  3033  Jefferson,  Boulder,  CO  80302. 

More  Ideas  From  Region  5 

Region  5  boasts  at  least  two  very  active  youth  groups,  the  Piedmont 
Carolina  Iris  Society  Youth  mentioned  above  and  the  Oconee  Valley  Iris  Club 
Youth.  Joe  Scott  Watson,  Region  5  Youth  Chairman,  reports  that  in  1985  the 
Oconee  Valley  Club  instituted  a  youth  court  to  complement  the  adult  court  at 
their  local  show.  The  two  runners-up  and  queen  were  awarded  crystal  in 
addition  to  special  ribbons.  In  other  efforts  to  promote  youth  participation,  this 
club  gives  away  irises  at  birthdays  and  other  special  times.  Judging  from  their 
growth  in  membership,  the  ideas  seem  to  work.  Let’s  hear  what  is  working  for 
you! 

No  Visionaries? 

This  installment  of  Youth  Views  was  scheduled  to  announce  the  winners  of 
the  Iris  of  the  Future  contest.  That  is  a  bit  difficult  to  do  when  there  are  no 
entries.  Come  on  now,  doesn’t  anyone  have  an  active  “iris”  imagination? 
Share  your  dreams  of  the  future  with  the  rest  of  us.  See  the  rules  in  the  April 
1986  Bulletin.  New  deadline  for  entries  is  March  1,  1987.  Remember  the 
winners  will  receive  some  brand  new  irises  to  start  them  on  the  way  to  their  iris 
of  the  future. 


Deadline 

Another  deadline  is  at  hand.  January  31,  1987  is  the  last  day  to  submit 
nominations  for  the  1987  Youth  Achievement  Award  Contest.  Please  refer  to 
the  October  1986  Bulletin  for  details  and  send  in  your  nomination  for  the 
outstanding  youth  member  you  know 


ATTENTION  HYBRIDIZERS 

The  Sooner  State  Iris  Society  is  pleased 
to  announce  the  Seventh  Annual 

POLLEN  DAUBERS*  SEMINAR 

February  27-28,  1987 

JOSEPH  K.  MERTZWEILLER 

has  accepted  an  invitation  to  lead  sessions  on  hybridizing  for  both  established  and 
budding  future  hybridizers.  The  sessions  will  focus  on  the  LOUISIANA  iris.  A  fee 
of  $20.00  per  person  will  be  charged  (February  28  session  only).  The  session  on 
February  27  is  free.  For  further  information  and  assistance,  write: 

Dr.  William  E.  Jones 

2312  Butternut  Place,  Edmond,  OK  73013 
Phone:  1-405-478-3498 
or  come  at  7:30  P.M.  on  the  27th  to: 

Will  Rogers  Garden  Center  3400  NW  36  St.,  Oklahoma  City 
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International 

News 

Bee  UUarburton,  €ditor 


Notes  on  Florence,  1 986 


Our  man  in  Italy  this  past  spring  was  Region  12’s  RVP,  Hyram  Ames,  who 
represented  the  United  States  on  the  international  judging  panel  for  the 
Florence  competition.  He  sent  a  very  interesting  letter,  plus  pictures  of  the 
judging  process. 

There  were  1 1 8  entries  in  the  1 986  competition,  which  were  narrowed  to  27 
to  be  considered  for  the  prizes.  One  of  the  best  varieties  was  selected  by  the 
panel  as  a  “standard”  against  which  the  other  26  varieties  were  judged.  This 
“standard”  was  discussed  and  point  scored  for  each  attribute  under  consid- 


Judging  the  Entries 

Jean  Cayeux  (France)  Hyram  Ames  (Utah) 
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And  the  Winner  Is . STARCREST! 


eration.  Some  further  judging  was  done  as  a  panel  before  the  judges  were 
instructed  to  point  score  on  their  own. 

Following  the  point  scoring,  the  irises  for  the  special  awards  (best  pink, 
most  commercial  variety,  best  branching,  etc.)  were  selected. 

American  entries  usually  do  very  well  in  the  competition,  and  Flyram 
strongly  advises  that  our  hybridizers  continue  their  support  of  this  competi¬ 
tion.  It  is  a  very  prestigious  affair  and  worth  a  great  deal  in  publicity  to  the 
winners. 


British  Iris  Society  Birthday  Bash 

Further  information  has  been  received  regarding  the  British  Iris  Society’s 
65th  Birthday  Celebration,  to  be  held  at  Cannington  College  in  Somerset, 
May  27-30,  1987.  The  convention  will  feature  visits  to  gardens  and  estates, 
lectures  and  seminars  by  internationally  known  authorities  on  various  iris 
subjects,  an  iris  show  (due  to  the  early  date,  dwarfs,  medians  and  pacific 
coast  natives  should  be  at  peak),  judges’  training,  flower  arranging  demon¬ 
stration,  iris  art  show  and  slide  show.  Many  points  of  scenic  and  historic 
interest  are  in  close  proximity  for  those  who  can  spare  additional  time  for 
sight-seeing. 

For  more  details  on  the  convention,  contact  the  Honorary  BIS  Secretary  P. 
R.  Maynard,  43  Sea  Lane,  Goring  by  Sea,  Sussex,  England,  or  Convention 
Chairman  C.E.C.  Bartlett,  Somerset  College  of  Agriculture  and  Horticulture, 
Cannington,  Bridgwater,  Somerset,  England. 
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MI&IlS  Sahtjon  Creek  Garden 


VIDA  (Daling  ’87) 

(Ecstatic  Echo  sib  X  78-41  A:  (Gene 
Buckles  x  Extra  Margin))  $30.00 


SEND  22C  STAMP 
FOR 

BLACK  &  WHITE 
ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE 
LISTING 
MANY  OTHER 
87  INTRODUCTIONS 
AND 

HUNDREDS 

OF 

TOP  QUALITY  IRIS 
OF 

MANY  DIFFERENT 
TYPES. 


SENOR  FROG 

(Summer  Nights  x  Dixie  Pixie). 
SDB,  EML,  10",  #80-5D  $7.50 


SAM 

(Peppermill  X  Solar  Flight). 
SDB,  ML,  12",  #82M95-5. 
$7.50 


ADD  $3.00  FOR  SHIPPING 
SEE  CATALOGUE  FOR  “SPECIALS” 


608  NW  1 1 9  ST.,  VANCOUVER,  WASHINGTON  98685  (206)  573-4472 
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Finis 


Dear  Friends  of  the  American  Iris  Society: 

It  is  with  reluctance  that  I  tender  my  resignation  from  the  International  News 
column.  However,  I’m  no  longer  able  to  travel  extensively,  and  deadlines  throw 
me  for  a  loop. 

Our  international  membership  is  little  different  from  that  at  the  start  of  the 
’80s.  Australia  leads  with  37  members,  England  is  next  with  33,  then  Ger¬ 
many  with  20,  France  and  New  Zealand  with  1 7  each,  and  1 5  in  Japan.  Since 
1 983  we  have  added  a  few  members  in  areas  of  Russian  influence,  though  we 
have  only  one  in  Russia  proper,  and  that  is  an  exchange  library  in  Leningrad. 
We  also  have  single  members  in  many  odd  corners  of  the  world — in  Argen¬ 
tina,  Chile,  Colombia,  Gibraltar,  Mexico,  Norway,  Poland.  Other  countries  with 
fewer  than  10  members  are  Austria,  Belgium,  Czechoslovakia,  Denmark, 
Holland,  Italy,  South  Africa,  Sweden  and  Switzerland. 

So  far  in  the  ’80s  we  have  printed  items  concerning  Australia,  England, 
Germany,  Austria,  Belgium,  China,  Czechoslovakia,  France,  Ireland,  Wales, 
Italy,  Japan,  New  Zealand,  Russia,  South  Africa,  Switzerland  and  Turkey. 

The  question  oftenest  asked  is  how  to  send  (and  also  how  to  order)  irises 
overseas.  The  answer  to  this  difficult  question  depends  on  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  governments  other  than  our  own,  and  they  tend  to  be  change¬ 
able.  Even  our  own  rules  are  changeable  according  to  the  locale  of  the 
sender,  and  we  advise  that  both  you  and  your  foreign  contact  be  sure  of  these 
rules  before  you  or  they  send.  I  find  that  sending  irises  as  free  gifts,  “botanical 
specimens,”  is  practically  safe,  but  this  is  not  very  helpful  to  commercials 
except  on  an  exchange  basis. 

So,  dear  friends,  this  is  it.  I  have  enjoyed  this  task  more  than  I  can  say,  and 
my  thanks  to  all  of  you  in  far  places — it  has  been  lovely  dealing  with  you. 

— Bee  Warburton 


American  Iris  Society  Conventions 

1987 

Phoenix,  AZ 

April  14-18 

1988 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

May  3-7 

1989 

Memphis,  TN 

April  29-May  3 

1990 

Omaha,  NE 

May  27-31 

1991 

Washington,  DC 

May  18-22 

1992 

Atlanta,  GA 

April  28-May  2 

1993 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

April  25-30 

1995 

Pennsylvania 
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COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Present 

For  1987 


BLUES  OM  PARADE 


$35.00 


Jim  McWhirter  —  1987 

Please  order  from  this  ad  or  send  50  cents  for  catalog 

COTTAGE  GARDENS 

11314  Randolph  Road  Wilton,  Calif.  95693 

916-687-6134 
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PRESENTING 


FOR 


1987 


SNOWBROOK  $35.00 

(((Vaudeville  sib  x  Montage)  x  (Vaudeville  x  Charmed  Circle)) 
x  ((Montage  x  (((Gene  Wild  x  Majorette)  x  Rococo)  x  Vaude¬ 
ville  sib))  x  (Vaudeville  x  Charmed  Circle)))  X  Charmed  Life 

Please  see  advertisement  on  page  90 


KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.O.  BOX  8173  STOCKTON,  CA  95208 
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AIS  SALES  ITEMS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES . $15.00 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  6"  x  9"  hard  bound 
cloth  cover. 


HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS . complete  . . .  $5.00 

pages  only. . .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 
pages. 


IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS  . . . . Packet  of  6,  $10.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  1 1"  x  16". 

AIS  LAPEL  PINS  . . . . . . . .  $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  W  x  %"  with  safety  lock  catch. 

TWO  RARE  IRIS  PRINTS  . each  $6.00;  both  for  $1 1 .00 

Suitable  for  framing.  Color  reproductions  of  original  art  work  done  for  the  New  York 
Botanical  Garden  in  1929.  See  illustration,  in  Spring  1978  Bulletin ,  page  59.  Proceeds 
from  sale  of  prints  will  be  used  to  support  the  work  of  the  AIS  Historical  Committee. 

BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE . each  $1 .25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32-page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single 
issue  or  quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 

IRISES  FOR  EVERYONE  . . . packet  of  10,  $2.00 

A  24  page,  5V2"  x  8V2"  full  color  booklet  promoting  irises  and  the  iris  society.  Use  for 
gifts  or  souvenirs  or  as  a  resale  moneymaker  for  your  society.  First  Printing. 

IRIS  POST  CARDS . . . Packet  $2.00;  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 

1983  MEMBERSHIP  LIST . . . . . $4.50 

1969  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . . . $15.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1960-69. 


1979  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . $12.00 

Hardbound.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-79,  complete  awards  listing 
1960-79. 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS— 


1977  . 

....  $2.00 

1978  . 

....  $3.50 

1979  . 

....  $3.50 

1982  . 

....  $3.50 

BULLETINS:  Back  issues, 

if  available 

BULLETIN  1  (Reprint) 


1983  . 

. $3.50 

1984  . 

. $3.50 

1985  . 

. $4.00 

1986  . 

. $4.00 

$2.50 

$1.50 


BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  . . $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show 
prizes,  and  special  awards. 


RHS  COLOUR  CHART . $36.00 

Set  of  four  color  fans,  plus  instruction  leaflet. 


AIS  SEALS . . . .  Pack— $2.50;  5  Packs— $10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue  and  green  on  a 
silver  background.  (50  per  pack) 

Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 

Send  order  to  Jaymie  Heathcock,  Route  3,  Box  270,  Vinita,  OK  74301 
Phone  (918)  782-3133 
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photo  by  Anne  Blanco  White 


FABULOUS  FOETIDISSIMA 

Cy  Bartlett,  England 

The  trouble  with  Iris  foetidissima  is  that  it  is  too  easy  to  grow.  In  fact  in  some 
parts  of  the  world  where  the  climate  suits  it  and  its  natural  enemies  are  absent, 
it  has  acquired  the  status  of  a  pernicious  weed.  Generally  speaking,  it  is  not 
so  vigorous  or  invasive  that  it  cannot  be  kept  under  control  by  an  average 
gardener. 

The  common  name  for  the  plant  is  “the  Roast  Beef  Iris,”  which  refers  to  the 
scent  given  off  by  the  crushed  leaves  and  stems.  It  needs  a  fairly  good 
imagination  to  pick  up  this  beefy  aroma,  but  a  distinct  acrid  smell  with  a  hint  of 
burnt  meat,  like  a  joint  that  has  been  left  in  the  oven  too  long,  is  definitely 
detectable.  The  iris  is  also  known  as  “Gladwyn”  or  “Gladdon,”  and  this 
common  name  almost  certainly  comes  from  the  latin  word  for  a  sword — 
’gladius’ — referring  to  the  strikingly  handsome  dark  green  linear  leaves. 

Iris  foetidissima  has  an  extremely  wide  area  of  natural  distribution,  being 
found  all  over  Western  Europe  from  Scotland  in  the  north  to  Italy  in  the  south.  It 
is  also  found  on  the  islands  of  the  Mediterranean  such  as  Sardinia,  Sicily  and 
Corsica,  parts  of  North  Africa,  especially  Morocco  and  Algeria,  and  also  in 
the  Canaries  and  Azores.  Clearly  a  plant  which  grows  in  such  a  wide  range  of 
latitudes  must  be  tolerant  of  a  wide  range  of  different  climates.  Its  preference 
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for  islands  gives  a  clue  to  its  one  habitat  failing,  namely  a  lack  of  tolerance  for 
extreme  cold.  Persistent  cold  weather  without  snow  cover  will  kill  it  out,  but 
apart  from  that  it  will  flourish  in  sun  or  shade,  wet  or  dry,  heavy  or  light  soils, 
acid  or  alkaline  conditions.  It  is  evergreen  and  its  sword  like  leaves  seem  to 
positively  revel  in  autumn  and  winter  gales.  Searing  cold  winds  in  winter  will 
scorch  the  leaves,  but  new  ones  quickly  appear  in  the  spring.  For  growing  in 
exposed  seaside  gardens  it  is  excellent  value.  It  seems  quite  indifferent  to 
salt  laden  breezes  and  the  shiny,  bright,  rich  green  leaves  are  quite  beautiful 
as  they  shimmer  and  sparkle  in  sunshine  after  rain.  On  the  cliffs  near  my 
home  in  north  Somerset  in  southwest  England,  drifts  of  foetidissima  cascade 
down  almost  to  the  edge  of  the  sea. 

Most  /.  foetidissima  plants  are  about  30-45  cms  (12-18")  tall,  forming  a 
compact  clump  from  very  tough  fibrous  rhizomes.  The  stems  are  about  the 
same  length,  bearing  up  to  9  flowers,  though  4-7  are  usual.  The  blooms  are 
typically  7-8  cms  (3")  in  diameter.  The  standards  are  usually  a  greyish  fawn 
and  the  falls  slatey  blue.  The  hafts  are  notable  in  that  they  are  winged  with  a 
fairly  sharp  constriction  at  the  junction  with  the  fall  blade.  The  style  arms, 
generally  about  the  same  width  as  the  fall  hafts,  are  also,  usually,  greyish  fawn 
and  arch  rather  elegantly  with  a  reflexed  bifurcate  tip.  The  flower  has  an 
overall  tailored  appearance  and  is  interesting  rather  than  beautiful.  As  time 
passes,  the  fertilized  pods  swell  and  the  pedicels  lengthen.  This  process  is 
quite  intriguing  since  from  a  perianth  tube  of  only  1  cm  and  an  ovary  of  similar 
size  on  almost  sessile  pedicels  arise  pods  commonly  1 0  cms  (4")  on  similarly 
long  pedicels.  Each  pod  weighs  about  10  grams,  the  weight  range  varying 
from  about  8  grams  to  13  grams.  Since  it  is  usual  for  each  stalk  to  carry  5 
pods,  each  stem  bears  at  least  50  grams  weight  very  much  towards  the  end 
of  the  stalk.  Eventually  the  pods  split  open,  and  inside,  ranged  row  upon  row, 
are  dozens  of  pea-sized  scarlet  seeds.  These  brighten  the  winter  garden,  but 
more  importantly  the  stems  can  be  picked  and  brought  indoors  to  make 
brilliant  floral  decorations.  The  seeds  adhere  to  the  pods  and  will  not  normally 
shed  until  well  into  spring.  All  in  all  an  iris  which  is  of  interest  all  the  year  round, 
which  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  most  irises  which,  having  reigned  supreme 
in  the  late  spring  garden  for  3  to  4  weeks,  are  best  hidden  away  until  the  next 
year.  Not  so  foetidissima,  which  is  architectural  and  at  the  same  time  ever¬ 
green  ground  cover,  pleasantly  flowered  and  brilliantly  seeded.  It  is  useful  as 
a  landscape  plant  in  virtually  every  conceivable  habitat  in  the  garden.  Apart 
from  occasional  aphid  attacks,  I  have  noticed  very  little  pest  damage.  It  is  too 
tough  for  slugs  and  snails,  though  they  sometimes  eat  the  blossoms.  It  is 
susceptible  to  mosaic  virus,  but  diseased  plants  can  be  rogued  and  burnt 
and  seedlings  come  up  virus  free.  Leaf  spot  and  rust  may  also  disfigure  the 
leaves,  but  both  can  now  be  controlled  quite  easily  with  suitable  fungicides 
(e.g.  Benlate  and  Plantvax). 

This  is  not  the  end  of  the  story  because,  as  would  be  expected  from  a  plant 
growing  over  a  wide  range,  there  are  local  variants.  Firstly,  plants  which 
originate  in  North  Africa  may  have  leaves  90  cms  (36")  long  and  can  be 
extremely  vigorous.  Plants  from  further  north  get  shorter,  until  in  Scotland  and 
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on  the  west  coast  of  England,  Wales  and  Ireland  leaves  may  be  only  28  cms 
(11")  long.  This  variation  is  partly  environmental  and  partly  inherent,  in  that 
seeds  from  the  shorter  plants  give  rise  to  short  offspring,  at  least  in  the  first 
generation  or  two. 

A  number  of  variegated  forms  are  also  available.  The  commonest  has 
vertical  white  stripes  on  the  green  background.  In  some  plants,  since  the 
variegation  is  chimaeral,  the  ‘white’  cells  overlying  the  green  give  a  splendid 
silvery  effect.  The  flowers  are  usually  of  the  fawn  on  slatey  blue  type  and 
generally  infertile.  A  partially  fertile  form  does  exist,  and  this  sets  pods  with  a 
few  seeds  in  each  pod,  but  nothing  like  the  massive  display  of  the  green  form. 
A  selected  clone  of  cream  on  green  variegation  is  available.  This  grows  rather 
less  rampantly  than  the  white  on  green  form  and  is  much  more  compact  and 
neat,  at  least  in  my  garden.  It  is  also  sterile,  unfortunately,  so  that  no  seed 
display  occurs. 

If  the  flowers  were  all  only  fawn  on  slatey  blue  one  could  be  forgiven  for  a 
lack  of  enthusiasm  for  this  splendid  plant.  However,  its  flower  variation  in 
colour,  size,  form  and  general  habit  is  considerable.  Two  colour  variants  are 
so  distinct  as  to  have  been  given  varietal  status.  I.f  ‘citrina’  Syme,  is  a  cream 
yellow  with  brown  hafts  and  I.f.  ‘lutescens’  Mai  re,  is  a  clear  lemon  yellow  from 
Algeria.  A  white  form  also  exists  in  the  wild.  This  tends  to  be  a  dirty  off-white, 
but  I  found  a  superb  white  with  slight  blue  veining  in  the  falls  in  New  Zealand 
in  1984.  Also  from  New  Zealand  comes  a  very  short  beautiful  acid  greenish 
yellow  with  no  haft  marks  and  a  really  superb  cream  with  blue  falls.  B. 
Davidson  found  a  very  pleasant  lavender-lilac  form  in  Wales  which  he  regis¬ 
tered  in  1979  as  NANT  GWILW.  A  hybrid  of  I.f.  ‘citrina’  and  ‘lutescens’  and  the 
offspring  sibbed  gave  me  a  large  flowered  cream  with  smooth  soft  dark  grey 
hafts  which  I  registered  as  MOONSHY. 

In  many  cases  the  typically  fawn  standards  may  be  closer  to  rose  and  the 
falls  vary  from  quite  blue  to  a  variety  of  violet  and  purple  shades.  The  flower 
form,  though  somewhat  tailored  in  the  type,  may  be  ruffled  and  waved  and 
even  fimbriated  in  a  cigar  brown  form  which  I  have  in  the  garden.  Haft  marks 
may  be  heavy  striations  or  light,  blurred  patches  or  any  condition  in  between. 

The  seeds,  though  usually  scarlet  when  the  pods  dehisce,  are  white  when 
young,  passing  through  yellow  to  orange,  to  scarlet,  to  deep  crimson  red,  to 
dark  brown  and  finally  black.  If  the  pods  open  early,  it  is  quite  usual  for  the 
seeds  to  appear  apricot/orange,  darkening  to  red  over  a  period  of  weeks. 
There  is  a  white-seeded  form  and  a  yellow-seeded  form.  In  these  cases, 
development  is  arrested  and  the  seeds,  while  viable,  do  not  progress  through 
to  the  red  stages. 

One  of  the  problems  with  I.  foetidisslma  is  to  get  the  stalks  to  display  the 
seed  pods  without  the  weight  of  the  pods  causing  the  stalks  to  bend  over, 
tipping  the  pods  into  the  mud  and  thus  minimizing  the  display.  Stalks  with 
more  pods  would  seem  to  be  a  desirable  objective  in  hybridizing.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  more  pods  add  to  the  weight  on  the  end  of  the  stalk,  creating  greater 
gravitational  turning  forces.  This  means  that  longer  stalks  act  like  a  long  lever 
or  one  half  of  a  see-saw  and  would  need  to  be  very  strong  and  stiff  to  stand  up 
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to  wind  and  gravity.  It  has  been  calculated  that  the  effective  turning  force 
exerted  on  the  base  of  a  25"  stem  with  6,  10  gram  pods  is  one  and  a  half 
kilograms  or  roughly  three  and  a  quarter  lbs.  So  adding  pods  and  stem  length 
of  themselves  is  only  useful  if  the  stems  are  to  be  cut  for  indoor  decoration  or 
strength  of  stem  is  also  to  be  considered  in  the  hybridizing  programme.  In 
many  cases  the  leaves  elongate  after  flowering,  so  a  plant  with  strong  leaves 
could  be  advantageous  in  helping  to  support  such  top  heavy  multipodded 
stalks.  An  alternative  would  be  to  breed  for  short  stalks  with  only  2  or  3  pods, 
thus  minimizing  the  weight  the  stalks  need  to  carry  and  attempting  to  in¬ 
crease  the  number  of  stalks  which  would  ensure  a  good  seed  display.  Either 
or  both  are  reasonable  objectives  and  progress  is  being  made  in  both 
directions. 

Iris  foetidissima  is  the  only  species  in  the  series,  and  it  could  be  thought 
that  the  potential  for  hybridization  is  poor — think  again  and  look  at  what  has 
been  achieved  with  Iris  ensata,  the  japanese  iris.  Already  in  /.  foetidissima  the 
colour  range  is  greater,  and  it  is  thoroughly  evergreen  and  it  has  colourful 
seeds  and  it  grows  anywhere  that  is  not  too  cold  for  it.  We’ve  only  just  begun! 


INTRODUCING  .  .  . 

MINTED  HALO  (Mueller  ’87).  Sdlg. 
76-64.  TB,  28-32",  M.  Very  ruffled  stan¬ 
dards  with  bright  gold  throughout  central 
portion  and  deep  into  throat  Light  lavender 
blending  at  upper  and  outer  edges.  Golden 
yellow  style  arms  and  crests.  The  falls  have 
an  inch  edging  of  honey  brown,  changing 
to  lavender  that  blends  to  near  white  at  tip  of 
bright  gold-yellow  beards.  Golden  yellow 
hafts,  wavy  and  bubbly  ruffled  edge.  Fertile  both  ways;  sets  pods  easily.  Well 
branched;  strong  stalks,  good  grower.  Friffles  X  Niswonger  #81-7:  (Den¬ 
ver  Mint  x  Meghan). 

Picture  courtesy  of  Dave  Niswonger  (reproduced  from  one  of  his  slides). 
Order  from  this  ad.  Orders  accepted  subject  to  supply.  Introductory  price 
. . . . $25.00 

A.  THEODORE  (ADAM)  MOELLER 

604  North  Street  Halstead,  KS  67056 
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Beardless  Irises 

Helen  Tarr,  Lisle,  IL:  Certainly  japanese  and  Siberian  irises  are  the  least 
trouble  of  all  irises — louisianas  also,  if  they  get  enough  water  or  if  potted  in 
water — and  are  also  the  ones  that  look  the  best  and  contribute  the  most  to  the 
garden  and  landscaping  when  not  in  bloom.  I  have  decided  that  spurias  are 
too  much  trouble  and  too  ugly  out  of  bloom,  and  too  temperamental  about 
when  they  can  be  moved  to  bother  with  them,  although  most  of  them  bloomed 
well  this  year.  Iris  pseudacorus  quickly  becomes  too  large  and  floppy  in  a 
clump  and  must  be  divided  more  often  than  the  bearded  irises.  Iris  versicolor 
and  /.  virginica  are  all  right,  but  a  bit  messy  looking  after  they  bloom.  Iris 
tectorum  stays  nice  looking,  and  I.  graminea  does  also.  When  I  can  get  to  it, 
all  my  louisianas  get  moved  to  the  far  back — since  I  can  not  remember  which 
ones  stay  tidy  when  watered — and  only  those  with  the  nice  narrow  leaves  that 
say  attractive  will  be  allowed  back  into  my  borders.  I  think  I  could  be  quite 
happy  with  just  Siberians,  japanese,  tectorums  and  /.  graminea,  especially  if 
they  would  come  up  with  more  dwarf  Siberians  to  replace  the  MDB  and  SDB 
favorites,  which  I  just  can  not  give  up. 

Meanwhile,  the  only  thing  I  can  think  of  to  explain  the  mess  is  that  I  have 
been  experimenting  with  naturalizing  irises!  The  result  of  my  “research”: 
again,  Siberians  and  japanese  are  the  only  ones  that  can  take  it. 

Another  surprise  was  the  louisianas  I  had  to  dig  last  spring  and  that  sat  in 
water  for  ages  before  I  could  replant  them.  They  bloomed  riotously,  which 
must  prove  that  they  need  a  lot  more  water  than  they  usually  get.  And,  I  will  not 
hesitate  to  move  louisianas  in  the  spring  in  the  future.  Sadly,  my  dwarf  /. 
pseudacorus  did  not  do  as  well.  All  are  living,  but  only  the  ugliest  one 
bloomed,  not  the  one  I  think  worth  introducing.  I  had  more  bloom  than  ever  on 
the  Siberians,  but  do  not  think  mine  bloomed  as  late.  I  attributed  the  profusion 
of  bloom  to  my  Orthene  drenches— figured  borers  had  been  eating  many  of 
the  stalks  before  they  appeared. 

I  have  moved  japanese  irises  most  any  month  the  ground  is  not  frozen.  I  did 
find  that  when  I  divided  the  plants  too  small,  they  were  quite  set  back  by  mid- 
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summer  planting,  and  some  did  not  even  bloom  the  next  year.  And  though  you 
are  not  supposed  to,  I  have  moved  quite  large  clumps  without  division  in  the 
spring  and  had  them  bloom,  even  when  planted  as  late  as  late  May!  And 
Frank  Chowning  has  moved  louisianas  in  bloom  from  Louisiana  to  Arkansas 
and  had  them  continue  blooming  and  thrive.  I  have  moved  Siberians  in 
clumps  and  in  smaller  divisions.  The  large  clumps  did  best,  but  I  did  not  lose 
any.  I  have  lost  many  Siberians  planted  in  the  fall,  especially  small  divisions 
.  .  .  mostly  tet  Siberians,  which  I  find  need  copious  amounts  of  water,  more 
than  japanese  irises,  to  bloom  well. 

Siberians  will  keep  blooming  profusely  from  obscenely  huge  clumps,  but  if 
the  japanese  irises  keep  blooming,  the  flowers  get  smaller,  and  on  one  large 
clump  last  year  the  last  blooms  could  not  quite  manage  to  open  all  the  way. 
My  japanese  irises  browned  some  during  August  and  early  September,  but 
with  one  rain  came  back  to  life. 

PRAIRIE  QUALITY  bloomed  beautifully,  and  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  prettiest, 
with  its  true  blue  color  and  white  rays.  GAY  GALLANT  and  all  the  striped 
PRAIRIEs  bloomed  bloomed  beautifully  (PRAIRIE  HIGHLIGHT,  PRAIRIE 
CHIEF,  PRAIRIE  STAR,  etc.). 

Adolph  Vogt,  Louisville,  KY:  My  japanese  irises  are  just  starting  to  send 
up  little  green  foliage.  This  is  the  time  I  think  a  little  fertilizer  does  the  most 
good.  I  use  two  tablespoons  of  Rapid-Gro  to  a  gallon  of  water  and  apply  with 
a  sprinkling  can.  I  like  to  apply  a  liquid  type  fertilizer  just  as  they  start  to  grow, 
another  application  when  the  bloom  stalk  is  about  a  foot  tall,  and  a  third 
application  of  camellia  fertilizer  just  after  they  bloom,  to  age  growth  for  next 
year.  This  time  of  year  I  like  to  apply  magnesium  sulphate  (epsom  salts). 

John  Coble,  Galesburg,  Ml:  The  early  season  made  us  nervous  through 
June  as  bud  spikes  grew  10-14  days  ahead  of  schedule.  One  of  the  four 
guest  gardens  was  bloomed  out  by  July  6,  but  the  other  three  had  good 
bloom.  Lots  of  water  holds  back  japanese  irises  from  blooming  too  early.  They 
love  it,  are  happy  and  grow  taller  and  give  branching. 

Japanese  irises  are  not  unlike  any  other  plant  when  put  under  stress.  If  an 
early  warm  spring  turns  hot  and  dry,  your  japanese  irises  will  be  under  stress 
and  forced  into  bloom  early  with  short  stalks  and  small  flowers.  (The  same 
holds  true  for  roses,  peas  and  most  any  plant.)  The  water  ( 1  "-2")  per  week 
made  the  plants  and  stalks  grow  taller  and  develop  large  blooms  and  many 
with  three  terminal  buds.  Our  japanese  iris  season  peaked  about  five  days 
earlier  this  year,  compared  to  1 0-1 4  days  for  the  season.  In  the  guest  garden 
that  was  not  watered,  the  japanese  irises  were  bloomed-out  by  convention 
date. 

We  enjoyed  six  weeks  of  good  japanese  iris  bloom  this  year.  We  feel  pretty 
sure  it  is  the  culture  in  that  bed,  not  the  cultivars.  That  bed  is  the  “double-dug” 
bed  (prepared  18"  deep);  several  of  the  70  plants  in  that  bed  produced  new 
flower  spikes  as  the  first  spikes  were  finishing,  and  many  produced  three- 
branched  spikes. 

Our  new  Arthur  Hazzard  bed  gave  us  the  most  fantastic  increase  and 
bloom  (many  4'  tall).  We  double-dug  the  bed  20"  deep  (removed  about  6"  of 
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soil)  and  tilled  in  about  one  bale  of  straw  for  every  1 0'  x  3'  section  (and  added 
nitrogen  to  help  decomposition).  Many  of  the  4-fan  divisions  planted  have 
20-30  fans  this  spring  and  4-8  bloom  spikes  3'-  4'  tall!  When  we  ckecked  the 
pH  it  was  4.5!  Our  smallest  japanese  iris  plants  are  in  beds  with  6. 0-6. 5  pH 
and  were  planted  last  September. 

Another  note  of  culture:  last  winter  gave  all  of  us  a  test  of  hardiness.  Our  big 
test  came  in  February  when  the  snow  melted  off  and  we  had  three  nights 
ranging  from  -  35°  to  -  30°.  We  lost  only  five  japanese  iris  plants,  all  from  one 
grower  who  sent  very  weak  and  small-diameter  rhizomes,  which  were  planted 
in  September  along  with  about  125  plants. 

More  on  the  culture  of  this  year’s  good  bloom.  We  have  watered  our 
japanese  irises  (and  Siberians)  to  the  equivalent  of  1"  per  week.  We  do  this 
every  year.  If  it  rains  V2",  we  sprinkle  V2".  If  no  rain,  we  sprinkle  1".  We  use  a 
coffee  can  to  measure  the  sprinkler’s  water;  it  usually  takes  3-4  hours  to  get 
one  inch.  Many  gardeners  think  a  half  hour  is  enough  and  barely  water  the 
mulch  and  surface  roots! 

In  our  new  beds — richly  prepared — where  our  largest  plants  grew,  many 
have  put  up  2-branched  spikes  and  many  produced  three  terminal  blooms. 
We  do  think  this  is  good  culture  bringing  the  trait  forward.  We  really  are  not 
sure  that  one  has  to  hybridize  for  this  trait,  but  one  does  have  to  cultivate  for  it. 
Likewise  for  height  and  continued  bloom.  Several  plants  that  were  registered 
at  30"-36"  height  bloomed  at  42"-48"  in  new  beds.  The  same  varieties  growing 
in  three-year  clumps  in  beds  that  had  less  preparation  bloomed  at  30"-36". 
No  other  irises  seem  to  show  more  variables  due  to  culture  than  japanese 
irises. 

The  following  produced  bloom  on  late-developing  spikes:  DACE,  GAY 
GALLANT,  KYOKKO,  VIOLET  SPECTACLE,  PRAIRIE  CONTENTMENT, 
PRAIRIE  MANTLE,  PRAIRIE  EDGE  and  PRAIRIE  FROST.  These  are  the  most 
vigorous  plants  in  the  garden. 

Perhaps  a  note  to  hybridizers:  have  you  had  fun  looking  for  pollen  on  9- 
petaled  japanese  irises,  or  doubles  with  a  crown  of  petaloids  where  the 
anthers  develop  into  petal  parts?  Careful  examination  usually  finds  a  few 
pollen  grains  in  a  groove  at  the  base  of  the  petaloid,  but  the  last  bloom  on  a 
repeat  spike  of  DACE  gave  a  nice  double  without  petaloids  and  three  perfect 
stamens.  I  was  pleased  to  be  able  to  self  DACE  finally — the  blooms  on  the  first 
twenty  stalks  were  all  pollen-free. 

This  brings  to  mind  that  white  is  a  recessive  gene  in  japanese  irises.  I  know 
that  the  DACE  cross  will  give  all  white  seedlings.  The  fact  that  a  violet  crossed 
with  a  red  will  sometimes  yield  a  small  percentage  of  white  offspring  is 
genetic  proof  that  white  is  recessive,  carried  by  both  parents  but  not  exhibited 
by  either. 

One  more  note  on  yellowing  foliage.  Are  you  aware  of  thrips?  This  is  the 
second  year  we  have  had  some  problems.  I  first  noticed  japanese  irises  with 
the  central  leaf  growing  yellow,  and  closer  examination  showed  yellow  streaks 
or  veins  of  the  side  leaves.  Pull  the  leaves  apart,  examine  the  moist  areas 
where  they  overlap.  The  adult  thrips  will  be  black,  1-2  mm  long  and  moving 
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around  at  a  good  pace  to  get  out  of  the  light.  Young  thrips  will  be  yellow  to 
transparent  green,  about  1  mm  long.  These  fellows  suck  the  sap  (and  green) 
out  of  the  plants.  Since  they  are  protected  by  covering  leaves,  a  systemic 
insecticide  is  necessary.  I  use  Cygon  or  Isolox  and  it  has  worked  both  years. 
Also,  inspect  purchased  plants  for  thrips. 

Tall  Bearded 

Shirley  Baker,  Rigby,  ID:  The  January  Bulletin  arrived  with  its  Symposium 
listing,  which  is  always  fun  to  compare  to  your  personal  favorites.  Did  you 
notice  the  oldest  listing  is  BLUE  SAPPHIRE,  which  came  up  from  last  year’s 
81st  to  67th  place?  Considering  this  iris  is  33  years  old,  that  is  quite  an 
achievement.  Wonder  how  many  of  the  newer  irises  will  be  in  good  standing 
for  that  long? 

Diana  Werner,  Park  Ridge,  NJ:  I  was  interested  in  your  comment  regard¬ 
ing  BLUE  SAPPHIRE’S  rise  in  the  poll.  As  proof  of  its  durability,  I  have  two 
clumps  descended  from  the  original  rhizome  I  purchased  in  1957.  It  is  a 
beautiful  iris  and  one  of  my  favorites.  I  checked  on  what  else  I  have  that  came 
through  nearly  30  years.  NEW  SNOW,  still  a  good,  dependable  white;  PINNA¬ 
CLE;  VIOLET  HARMONY:  and  that  great  old  WABASH.  They  were  all  moved 
here  from  my  first  garden  28  years  ago.  If  they  thrive  and  bloom  I  do  not  care 
how  old  they  are,  I  keep  them. 


HILLCREST  IRIS  GARDENS 

402-7th  Street  Woodward,  Oklahoma  75801 

1987  Introductions 

ANNA  GLITSCH  (H.  Nichols  '87)  TB,  36",  M-L.  Ruffled  reverse  pink  bitone 
with  deeper  colored  hafts  and  tangerine  beards.  Well  branched,  7-8 
buds.  Vanity  X  Instant  Love.  Fertile  both  ways . .  $30.00 

DELORIS  CLARK  (H.  Nichols  '87)  TB,  36",  E-L.  Ruffled  standards  are 
peach  pink,  and  the  broad  ruffled  falls  are  peach  with  orange  beards. 
Well  branched,  7-9  buds.  Fertile  both  ways.  Tomorrow's  Dream  X 
Vanity.  EC  1986 . . . $30.00 

ELIZABETH  MARRISON  (H.  Nichols  '87)  TB,  36",  E-L.  Ruffled  reverse 
medium  pink  bitone  with  creamy  orange  beards.  Well  branched,  7-8 
buds.  Fertile  both  ways.  Lilac  Thrill  sib  X  Vanity . $30.00 

SQUEEZE  LOUISE  (H.  Nichols  '87)  TB,  56",  M-L.  The  much  talked  about 
seedling  makes  her  appearance  at  last.  Ruffled  white  standards  are 
suffused  creamy  yellow.  Broad  ruffled  concord  red-violet  falls  are 
edged  lavender-white  with  a  few  inconspicuous  haft  markings  and 
sport  accentuating  orange  beards.  Well  branched  stalks  with  7-8  buds. 
Fertile  both  ways.  Blyth  46-1:  (King's  Cloak  x  Embassadora)  X  Magic 
Man.  A  very  commercial  iris  with  merit.  EC  1986 . . .  $30.00 

WOODWARD  CENTENNIAL  (H.  Nichols  '87)  TB,  36".  Elegantly  ruffled 
flowers  on  multi-budded  stalks  sporting  8-10  buds.  Standards  are 
white,  suffused  deep  yellow;  broad  ruffled  falls  are  white,  edged  gold 
with  deeper  hafts  and  orange  beards.  Fertile  both  ways.  An  iris  honor¬ 
ing  our  city's  Centennial  celebration.  Debby  Rairdon  X  Saturday  Night 
Fever . . . . . $30.00 
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1987  Median  Introductions 

AEGEAN  WALTZ  (H.  Michols  '87)  BB,  26",  E-L.  At  long  last,  this  beautiful 
iris  is  offered  to  all  who  have  inquired  about  it.  Ruffled  standards  are 
purple  with  some  white  flecks  in  the  center  and  a  white  base.  The 
intensely  ruffled  falls  are  grape  with  a  white  center  suffused  toward  the 
edge  and  a  solid  purple  line  down  the  center.  Purple  beards  are  tipped 
orange.  Fertile  both  ways.  7-8  buds.  Victory  Pledge  X  Aegean  Star.  HCs 

1984,  1985,  1986  . $25.00 

STARLIGHTER  (H.  Nichols  '87)  BB,  26",  M-L.  Entirely  different  from  its 
sister.  The  ruffled  standards  are  purple  with  a  few  white  specks  at  the 
base;  ruffled  grape  falls  have  white  centers  and  white  beards  tipped 
orange.  Fertile  both  ways.  Sib  to  Aegean  Waltz.  HC  1983  ....  $25.00 

SHEBA'S  BEAUTY  (H.  Nichols  '87)  Arilbred  Median,  16",  M-L.  Domed 
violet  standards.  Recurved  falls  are  red-brown  with  deeper  area 
around  the  gold  beards.  A  rapid  increaser.  Chestnut  Lullaby  X  Prince 
Thou  Art . $15.00 

SOLOMON'S  GLORY  (H.  Nichols  '87)  Arilbred  Median,  16",  M-L.  Domed 
standards  and  recurved  falls  are  lemon  gold  with  deep  violet-brown 
signals  and  orange  beards.  Praised  by  all  garden  visitors.  Urban  Cow¬ 
boy  X  Saladin's  Land . $20.00 

APRIL  ECHO  (H.  Nichols  '87)  SDB,  12",  M-L.  Creamy  yellow  with  deeper 
spot  on  falls.  Orange-lavender  beards.  Fertile  both  ways.  April  Anthem 
X  7854A:  (Mrs.  Nate  Rudolph  x  Runaway) . $10.00 

CHORAL  MUSIC  (H.  Nichols  '87)  SDB,  12",  M-L.  Ruffled  white  flowers  with 
pale  blue  beards.  Fertile  both  ways.  Amazon  Princess  X  Captured  Spirit 

. . $15.00 

DREAMS  ADRIFT  (H.  Nichols  '87)  SDB,  12",  M-L.  Ruffled  white  flowers 
with  gold  hafts  and  orange  and  white  beards.  Fertile  both  ways.  Sib  to 
Choral  Music . $10.00 

IRISH  TEMPER  (Kenneth  Shaver,  deceased,  by  Hooker  Nichols  '87)  SDB, 
12",  M-L.  Ruffled  standards  are  medium  red,  and  the  falls  deeper  with 
lighter  edge  and  flashy  orange  beards.  (((Cherry  Garden  x  Bloodspot) 
x  self)  x  Chartreuse  Babe)  X  (((Merry  Orchid  x  Rippling  Waters)  x 
(Mademoiselle  x  Wine  and  Roses))  x  Latin  Lover).  Fertile  both  ways  and 

a  fantastic  breeder  for  new  colors . . . . . $15.00 

LONESOME  COWBOY  (H.  Nichols  '87)  SDB,  12".  Ruffled  standards  are 
ivory-beige  with  grey  midrib  and  base.  The  falls  are  beige  with  yellow 
wash  around  orange  and  blue  beards.  Royal  Blush  X  Sheer  Energy.  A 

beautiful,  different  color . $10.00 

PEP  TALK  (Marge  Hagberg '87)  SDB,  11  Vi",  M.  Sdlg.  80-8.  Pert  standards 
are  bright  yellow,  edged  oyster  white.  Jaunty  ruffled  falls  are  oyster 
white,  edged  yellow;  white-tipped  beards.  Very  rapid  increaser,  mak¬ 
ing  an  instant  clump,  and  gives  a  long  bloom  season.  Cotton  Blossom 
X  Tan  Lace . . . . . . . $10.00 

HOOKER  NICHOLS 
Phone:  405/254-5914 
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Iris  tenuis:  Unique  Oregon  Endemic 

Roy  Davidson,  Washington 

It  was  my  pleasure  this  past  summer  to  host  Brian  Mathew  on  a  brief 
reconnaisance  of  a  few  days  in  the  Cascade  Mountains.  We  set  forth  on  4 
June  to  explore,  insofar  as  was  possible,  just  what  might  have  been  the 
ancestral  range  of  Iris  tenuis.  This  little  Oregon  native  appears  to  bear 
relationship  to  the  smaller  temperate  Evansia  species,  Iris  cristata  and  /. 
lacustris  of  eastern  North  America,  but  particularly  to  I.  gracilipes  of  Japan.  In 
fact,  when  Mrs.  Rae  Berry  of  Portland  had  grown  a  large  bed  of  the  albino  form 
of  the  latter  nearby  to  one  filled  with  the  Oregon  native,  it  was  short  of  uncanny 
how  much  they  were  alike,  one  from  easternmost  Asia,  the  other  from  western 
North  America.  In  making  the  transfer  of  I.  tenuis  to  the  Evansia  sector  of  the 
genus,  Dr.  Lenz  had  observed  that  “as  these  four  possess  a  number  of 
characters  in  common,  they  probably  represent  a  natural  grouping.” 

The  original  collection  of  I.  tenuis  was  made  by  pioneer  botanist  L.  F. 
Henderson  in  1 881  near  the  Eagle  Creek  branch  of  the  Clackamas  River  (450 
ft.)  where  it  formed  “dense  mats  in  the  fir  forest  with  mosses  in  the  forest  duff.” 
This  is  an  area  now  long  a  populous  suburban  neighborhood  with  the  firs  long 
gone  except  for  an  occasional  yard  specimen.  Since  it  was  described  by 
Watson  as  long  ago  as  1882,  it  is  one  of  the  earlier  known  western  American 
irises,  yet  it  remains  one  of  the  least  known.  In  the  AIS  Bulletin  for  February 
1935,  Carl  Starker,  a  nurseryman  who  lived  near  to  where  the  Clackamas 
disgorges  into  the  Willamette,  reported  the  iris  as  found  very  high  up  on  that 
drainage  (it  is  also  known  from  the  nearby  Molalla  drainage  but  nowhere  else) 
and  there  it  was  associated  with  Rhododendron  macrophyllum,  “thick  like  a 
grassy  groundcover.” 

Although  it  was  many  years  since  Starker’s  time,  and  many,  many  new 
roads  cut  through  the  woods  in  all  directions,  we  thought  it  best  to  gravitate 
toward  the  rhododendron  belt,  which  in  favorable  exposures  in  this  moist  area 
(to  the  southwest  of  Mt.  Hood  toward  Mt.  Jefferson)  is  constant  to  the 
ridgetops.  The  lady  at  Ripplebrook  Ranger  Station  directed  us  to  the  newly 
roaded  Rhododendron  Ridge,  which  rises  up  to  5,000  ft.  and  that  certainly 
sounded  to  be  a  logical  place  to  search,  and  search  though  we  did  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  we  never  found  the  iris.  We  had  presumed  too  much;  the 
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groundcover  effect  is  obviously  not  constant  with  the  rhododendrons. 

Irregardless,  we  both  had  a  good  day,  Brian’s  first  exploration  of  the 
American  wilds,  for  although  this  was  his  fourth  visit,  the  others  had  been  in 
winter.  He  and  Margaret  had  once  driven  5-year  son  Paul  to  see  what  snow 
was  like  on  Snoquaimie  Pass,  but  without  a  clue  as  to  what  might  be  growing 
beneath  its  mantle.  As  Brian  has  just  recently  been  re-assigned  back  to 
monocots  at  Kew,  he  was  busily  recording  on  film  a  vast  number  of  our 
liliaceous  species,  the  tally  for  the  three  days  a  most  surprising  total. 

We  finally  admitted  defeat  on  the  iris  pursuit,  but  only  after  the  road  had 
disappeared  over  the  summit  to  join  the  Cascade  Crest  Drive,  and  the  day 
was  now  too  far  gone  to  allow  looking  further  in  another  direction.  However, 
back  down  at  the  river  at  about  1500  ft.,  we  did  locate  the  iris — just  a  single 
clump — with  the  aid  of  an  old  herbarium  record,  somewhere  “near  Three 
Lynx.”  Although  it  was  quite  past  blossom,  Brian  was  obviously  (but  very 
reservedly)  triumphant!  It  was  subject  to  its  portrait  and  removal  of  a  small  fan 
for  growing  on  (he  reported  later  it  was  flourishing)  and  an  herbarium  spec¬ 
imen  to  record  the  day  for  Kew  Herbarium. 

Iris  tenuis,  as  Carl  Starker  had  written,  is  “an  example  of  a  plant  that  has 
forsaken  the  usual  habits  of  its  genus  and  is  typically  a  woodland  plant,  quite 
different  from  others  ...”  Here  it  was  beneath  some  very  high  douglas  firs, 
high  on  the  bank  of  the  river  along  with  such  deciduous  trees  as  Acer 
macrophyllum,  Acer  circinnatum,  alders  and  hazel.  Since  none  of  these 
comes  to  leaf  very  early,  the  iris  is  quite  able  to  complete  its  early  growth  to  its 
satisfaction.  In  the  height  of  summer  the  site  is  densely  shaded  at  a  time  the 
soil  moisture  may  be  only  a  trace,  yet  the  atmosphere  is  cool. 

On  seeing  this  iris  for  the  first  time,  the  noted  plant  hunter  E.  K.  Balls  had 
remarked  on  how  distinct  it  appeared  from  all  other  irises  of  the  west  coast 
and  that  it  was  marked  by  “slender  wiry  branching  stolons  which  creep  over 
the  mossy  rocks,  throwing  up  graceful  fans  of  thin,  pale-green  leaves  as  much 
as  fifteen  inches  long  .  .  .  looking  something  like  a  large,  loose  edition  of  Iris 
cristata" 

I  have  previously  written  of  this  as  a  “clearcut  species,  singular  in  being 
non-varying  and  at  the  same  time  distinct  from  all  others ...  an  indication  that 
speciation  has  long  ago  reached  its  limits  .  .  .”  It  is  always  white,  one  of  the 
few  irises  to  be  found  only  in  that  non-color,  described  by  Preece  as  “ghost- 
white  with  a  pretty  etching  of  bronze-violet,”  and  as  with  most  irises,  there  is  a 
delicate  pattern  of  golden  brightness  as  well.  It  is  the  one  species  whose 
complete  winter  dormancy  allows  the  protection  of  buds  containing  both  the 
leaf  potential  and  nebulous  flower  stalks,  all  sheathed  in  dusky  violet  scales; 
when  these  begin  to  expand  in  days  of  late  winter,  Preece  likened  them  to 
“tiny  hands  with  outstretched  fingers.”  Starker  remarked  that  in  cultivation  it 
will  form  both  heartier  and  more  compact  clumps  than  in  the  wild,  that  it  takes 
very  kindly  to  gardens,  flowering  in  May.  Many  have  reported  its  flowering 
again  in  summer;  in  her  Oregon  nursery,  Lorena  Reid  says  it  is  more  nearly 
perpetual-flowering,  not  a  mere  occasional  token  flower  here  and  there,  with 
her  watering  regime. 
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Such  narrowly  endemic  species  are  sometimes  thought  to  be  in  decline 
due  to  senescence.  They  are  relics  in  a  sense,  living  beyond  their  time,  and 
though  they  seem  prosperous  enough  within  that  limited  territory,  they  are 
quite  unable  to  extend  that  range  even  in  self-preservation.  The  area  is  being 
logged.  Any  “ancestral  range”  may  never  be  known. 
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JOE  PYE  WEED'S  GARDEN 

Marty  Schafer  and  Jan  Sacks 

45  Elm  Street  Bedford,  MA  01730 

1987  WARBURTOtl  inTRODUCTIOIIS : 

MAD  MAGENTA — SIB,  26",  M-L,  A  brand  new  color,  wide  and  ruffled  magenta 
self,  bluer  on  the  shoulders  with  no  signal.  Styles  fringed  and  curled.  One 
branch,  3-5  buds.  Percheron  X  Silver  Rose  . . . . . $30.00 

REPRISE — SIB,  32",  M-V/L.  5trong  preferential  repeat  bloomer,  6  buds  with  2 
branches!  Smokey  violet  with  darker  veins  on  falls.  Styles  are  a  lovely 
blending  of  aqua  and  rosy  violet.  Signal  a  narrow  fringe  of  white  veining. 
Silver  Rose  X  George  henry . . . . . $30.00 

SKY  MIRROR — SIB,  35",  M-L.  Beautifully  graceful  in  shades  of  blue  violet  with 
darker  veining.  Exquisite  green  signal.  Pull  upright  standards;  wide,  gently 
ruffled  falls.  One  or  two  branches,  3-5  buds,  handsome  clump.  Atoll  X  Wing 
on  Wing . . . . . .  $30.00 

WHITE  TRIANGLES — SIB,  30",  L.  Dramatic  large,  white  self.  Shape  reminiscent 
of  White  Swirl  but  large  flowers  with  excellent  substance.  One  branch,  3-4 
buds.  (Atoll  x  Ruffled  Velvet)  X  Dear  Delight . . . $30.00 

ALEXANDRA  BETH — IB,  20",  M.  Lovely  violet  plicata  with  subtle  luminata  mark¬ 
ings,  matching  beards.  Wide,  round  and  ruffled.  Gentle  Air  X  (Sea  Venture  x 
Brook  Song) . $15.00 

SWEET  CORN— 5DB,  1 1",  E-M.  Charming  cream  and  yellow  amoena  with  a 
cream  rim  on  the  falls,  heat,  flaring  form.  Yellow  luminata  seedling  X  Stock¬ 
holm.  . . $15.00 

SHAPE  UP — VERS,  18",  M.  Entirely  new  form  in  versicolors — standards  wide 
and  semi-upright,  flaring  falls,  substantial  hafts.  Red-violet  standards  with 
slightly  darker  falls.  White  edged  gold  signal  with  black  veining  throughout 
. . . . .  $20.00 

WHODUNIT— VERS,  25",  E-L.  Classic  versicolor  shape  but  a  new  look  in  its 
markings.  Heavily  veined  with  violet  on  white  ground,  plicata  edge.  Dainty, 


delicate  and  long  flowering . $25.00 

Previous  Warburton  Introductions: 

A5TRACHANICA  KALMIKIJ  ('86)  MTB  species.  Reddish  violet  neglecta  $10.00 

BELU5SIMA  ('86)  SIB.  Heavily  ruffled  white  with  green  flush . $20.00 

LILAC  LULU  ('86)  5DB.  Light  rosy-violet  luminata,  white  beard . $12.00 

PURPLE  PROSE  ('86)  SIB.  Floriferous  wide  and  ruffled  purple  self. . .  $20.00 
TYKE  ('86)  MTB.  Cool  white  standards,  nearly  black  maroon  falls. . . .  $10.00 
VIOLET  LULU  ('86)  5DB.  Pure  violet  blue  luminata,  white  beard  .....  $12.00 
VISUAL  TREAT  ('86)  SIB.  Metallic  red  violet  self,  bold  gold  signal. . . .  $20.00 


Prices  include  postage 
Send  for  complete  list  and  descriptions 
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HIPS  Swings  Into  Action 

A  meeting  of  the  Historical  Iris  Preservation  Society  (HIPS)  was  held  during 
the  San  Jose  convention  last  April.  Carolee  Clay  was  elected  president,  with 
Brian  Clough  serving  as  vice-president  and  recording  secretary,  and  Ainie 
Busse  as  membership  treasurer. 

Dues  were  set  at  $3.00  (one  year),  $7.50  (three  years),  and  $20.00  (sup¬ 
porting  membership).  Checks  payable  to  Historical  Iris  Preservation  Society 
should  be  sent  to  Ainie  Busse,  Route  2,  Box  13,  Cokato,  MN  55321.  Other 
matters  regarding  the  society  and  its  aims  should  be  directed  to  Carolee  Clay, 
P.  O.  Box  389,  Wayland  Academy,  Beaver  Dam,  Wl  53916. 

Editor’s  Last  Stand 

It  has  been  5  +  years  and  21  Bulletins  since  taking  over  as  Editor.  While  it  is 
true  that  I  look  forward  to  a  bloom  season  and  shipping  season  uninterrupted 
by  publication  deadlines,  I  also  feel  it  is  time  for  a  change.  This  Editor’s 
viewpoints  have  been  thrust  upon  the  membership  long  enough! 

There  have  been  articles  we  wanted  to  run  but  couldn’t  find  the  necessary 
authors  and/or  photographers  or  time  and  space.  We  have  tried  to  broaden 
members’  horizons,  both  in  terms  of  iris  activities  beyond  our  own  shores  and 
in  types  of  irises  available  for  our  gardens.  (Contrary  to  Bulletin  appearance, 
tall  bearded  irises  are  by  far  my  favorites!)  We’ve  tried  to  chronicle  the 
workings  and  history  of  our  iris  society  and  give  recognition  to  those  who 
serve  AIS.  it  has  been  an  enjoyable  and  educational  five  years  for  me — and,  I 
hope,  for  you! 

Before  vacating  my  post,  I  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  helped  in  the 
production  of  the  Bulletin,  including  all  the  authors  and  photographers 
pressed  into  service,  Betty  Crouch  and  Virginia  Tenpenny  at  Williams  Printing 
Company,  and  all  the  editorial  staff.  Special  thanks  to  Kay  Nelson  for  handling 
the  advertising  accounts.  To  Maryann  Anning  for  maintaining  the  photo  file, 
setting  up  a  team  of  photographers  for  the  annual  convention  coverage,  and 
ferreting  out  specific  photo  requests.  To  Phil  Williams  for  being  on  the  spot 
whenever  the  Editor  in  California  needed  a  face-to-face  contact  with  the 
printer  in  Tennessee.  To  Bee  Warburton  for  her  many  years  of  faithful  service 
in  supplying  material  for  International  News.  And  a  special-category  award  to 
Flight  Lines  Editor  Sam  Reece  for  being  the  one  most  likely  to  have  his 
material  into  the  Editor’s  hands  by  deadline  date. 

It  has  been  fun.  We  wish  the  best  of  luck  to  our  April  issue  successor,  guest 
editor  Hooker  Nichols. 

— K.K. 
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Iris  Species  Seed  List 

SIGNA  (Species  Iris  Group  of  North  America)  is  once  more  making  its  seed 
exchange  list  available  to  the  general  membership  of  AIS.  Price  of  seed 
packets  is  only  250.  To  obtain  a  copy  of  this  year’s  seed  list,  send  a  stamped, 
self-addressed  long  envelope  to  David  and  Merry  Haveman,  Box  2054,  Bur¬ 
lingame,  CA  9401 1 . 

No  seed  requests  will  be  honored  after  April  13,  1987. 


AIS  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 


Annual . . . 

. $  9.50 

Sustaining  . . . 

. $20.00 

Triennial  . . . . . . 

......  23.75 

Research  . . 

. 47.50 

Family  ............. 

.  11.50 

Life  . . . . 

. .  190.00 

Family  Triennial  . 

......  28.50 

Family  Life . 

.  237.50 

Youth  Member,  with  others  of  family 

as  members  . . 

. 2.00 

Youth  Members,  with  not  others  of  family  as  members  . 

. .  3.25 

SECTION  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

single 

annual 

single 

triennial 

family 

annual 

family 

triennial 

Median  Iris  Society  . . . 

.  . .  5.50 

15.00 

8.00 

22.50 

Society  for  Siberian  Irises  . 

.  . .  2.50 

6.50 

3.00 

7.50 

Spuria  Iris  Society . 

.  . .  3.00 

7.00 

3.50 

8.00 

Society  for  Japanese  Irises  ........... 

. . .  3.50 

9.00 

4.00 

10.50 

Reblooming  Iris  Society  . . . 

. . .  3.00 

7.50 

4.00 

10.00 

Society  for  Pacific  Coast 

Native  Iris  . . . . . 

.  . .  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

Species  Iris  Group  of 

North  America  _ _ _ ... . . . 

.  . .  3.50 

9.00 

4.50 

10.50 

Louisiana  Iris  Society  of  America . 

. . .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Dwarf  Iris  Society  . 

.  . .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Membership  in  AIS  sections  is  open  to  all  AIS  members.  Payment  may  be 
made  directly  to  the  Section,  or  may  be  made  payable  to  the  American  Iris 
Society  and  sent  to  AIS  Membership  Secretary,  Carol  Ramsey,  6518 
Beachy  Ave.,  Wichita,  KS  67206 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE 
AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION 

April  1, 1986  to  September  30, 1986 
CONTRIBUTIONS  IN  MEMORY  OF: 


Walter  E.  Becker  (TX) 

Mrs.  Martin  H.  Dean,  Sr.  (TX) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Joe  Brinkerhoff,  Jr.  (TN) 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Carney  (TN) 
James  P.  McWhirter  (CA) 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 

Carleton  B.  Calderara  (Rl) 

Region  1 ,  AIS 

Norman  O.  Clouser  (PA) 

Delaware  Valley  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Ed  (Inez)  Conger  (LA) 

Marie  Caillet  (TX) 

Mrs.  James  R.  Coulson  (TN) 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Carney  (TN) 

Miss  Jonnie  Lee  Davis  (IN) 

Louisville  Area  Iris  Society 
Martin  Dean,  Sr.  (TX) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Rockwell  (TX) 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Triesch 
(TX) 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 
Donald  R.  Denney  (CA) 

L.  W.  “Faye”  Beeman  (CA) 

Marie  Caillet  (TX) 

Nell  and  Glenn  Corlew  (CA) 
Dolores  (Dodo)  Denney  (KS) 
Larry  and  Frances  Gaulter  (CA) 
Marilyn  Holloway  (CA) 

Paul  Machado  (CA) 

Maryott’s  Gardens  (CA) 

Gen  and  Hal  Mattos  (CA) 

James  P.  McWhirter  (CA) 

Velma  (Vee)  Newman  (CA) 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Ellene  Rockwell  (TX) 

Eric  and  Bob  Tankesley-Clarke 
(MO) 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 


Dr.  Leo  Dick  (TX) 

Judith  Keeling  (TX) 

Alma  Wood  (TX) 

Harry  L.  Edwards  (NY) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Barrientos  (CA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  R.  Davis  (NY) 

Mrs.  H.  L.  (Peg)  Edwards  (NY) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A. 

Shaughnessy  (CA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jon  Shaughnessy  (CA) 
Rudolph  A.  (Rudi)  Fuchs  (TX) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Hamblen  (UT) 
James  P  McWhirter  (CA) 

Guy  Glenn  (TX) 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 

Zelma  Harper  (TX) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Hamblen  (UT) 

H.  H.  Henkleman  (TX) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Rockwell  (TX) 
Julia  Jones  (AR) 

Hot  Springs  Iris  Society 
Inez  Kendall  (ID) 

Pollen  Daubers  Iris  Society 
Mary  A.  Keppel  (CA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Hamblen  (UT) 
Maryott’s  Gardens  (CA) 

Harley  L.  King  (TX) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Rockwell  (TX) 
Marvin  R.  Loyd  (CA) 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 

Luther  Martin  (TN) 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Carney  (TN) 

Dr.  William  (Bill)  McGarvey  (NY) 
Lucille  and  Donald  Carter  (GA) 

Les  Peterson  (UT) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Hamblen  (UT) 
Region  12,  AIS 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Henry  Rabe  (KY) 

Blue  Grass  Iris  Society 
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Jack  Tayior  (Canada)  IN  HONOR  OF: 

Verna  Laurin  (Canada)  James  G.  Burch  (AL) 

Ethel  Weber  (CO)  Pittsburgh  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 

Region  20,  AIS 

FOR  SCORCH  RESEARCH: 

Jim  and  Vera  Hummel  (NE) 

Ray  C.  Vodecka  (NE) 


IN  MEMORJAM 

Ann  Blocher  (IL) 

Les  Peterson  (UT) 

lla  E.  Brown  (NC) 

Carl  Schirmer  (MO) 

John  Griffin  (SD) 

David  Sindt  (IL) 

;  John  Laughter  (NC) 

Dr.  Raymond  Wilder  (IA) 

Dorothy  Palmer  (MO) 

Elsie  Zuercher  (IN) 

CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY:  Send  to  The  American  Iris  Society,  Jeane 
Stayer,  Secretary,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION:  Send  to  AIS  Foundation, 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn,  Treasurer,  2510  S.  148th  Avenue,  Omaha, 
NE  68144.  Donations  to  the  Foundation  are  tax  deductible. 

Note:  please  include  name  and  address  of  next-of-kin  pertaining  to 
memorial  gifts,  so  that  a  card  of  acknowledgment  may  be  sent. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  or  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Iris  Society  Foundation. 


VISIONS 
OF  IRISES 
TO 

LIGHTEN 
THE  YEAR 

_ 


Order  your 


a 


1987  IRIS 
CALENDAR 


Now! 


Send  your  check  for  $5.00,  made  to 
The  American  Iris  Society,  to: 
Ronald  Mullin 
AIS  President 
Route  3,  Box  84 
Pawnee,  OK  74058 
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AIS  JUDGES — 1 987 


The  letter  preceding  the  judge’s  name  designates  the  type  of  judgeship. 
(A) — Apprentice;  (G) — Fully  Accredited;  (M) — Master;  and  (E) — Emeritus.  An 
asterisk  (*)  denotes  the  region’s  RVP. 


REGION  1 

M  Thelma  Greenwood  Barton 
A  John  H.  Burton 
A  Lucy  C.  Burton 
A  Chandler  Fulton 
A  Elaine  Fulton 
M  Frederick  W.  Gadd 
M  Mrs.  Frederick  W.  Gadd 
M  John  E.  Goett 
G  Connie  M.  Hall 
M  Frederic  A.  Jacobs 
A  Violet  Junas 
G  Walter  Kotyk 
G  Phylis  A.  Malec 
E  Dr.  Currier  McEwen 
M  Bernard  W.  McLaughlin 
A  Alan  D.  McWhirter 
G  Mrs.  Orrin  E.  Merrill 
M  Mrs.  Marilyn  R.  Noyes 
Mollicone 

M  Russell  B.  Moors 
G  Mrs.  Russell  B.  Moors 
G  Mrs.  Maurice  B.  Pope,  Jr. 

G  Mrs.  Keith  Roberts 
M  Clayton  H.  Sacks 
G  Mrs.  David  Schmieder 
G  Marian  H.  Schmuhl 
M  Carl  G.  Schulz 
M  Mrs.  Carl  G.  Schulz 
G  Robert  Sobek 
M  Mrs.  Charles  I.  Stephenson 
M  Kenneth  W.  Stone 
G  Shirley  A.  Varmette 
M  Kenneth  M.  Waite 
M*  Mrs.  Kenneth  M.  Waite 
E  Mrs.  F.  W.  Warburton 
M  James  R.  Welch 
M  Mrs.  Troy  R.  Westmeyer 
G  Edward  W.  White 
G  Peter  J.  Young 

REGION  2 

G*  James  G.  Burke 
G  Mrs.  James  G.  Burke 
M  Dr.  Erwin  A.  Conroe 
M  Albert  F.  DeGroat 
M  Mary  P.  Engel 
G  Maria  A.  Gerbracht 
M  James  Gristwood 
M  Mrs.  James  Gristwood 
E  Thomas  E.  Jacoby 
A  Carl  M.  O’Shea 
G  Mary  Passe ro 
E  William  H.  Peck 
M  Mrs.  O.  F.  Quist 
G  Wendy  K.  Roller 


M  Robert  H.  Savage 
M  Helen  H.  Savage 
G  G.  M.  Schifferli 
G  Mrs.  Granger  S.  Smith 
G  Dr.  Edward  L.  Valentine 
M  George  P.  Watts 
G  Mrs.  Philip  Winter 
M  Alfred  T.  Wirz 
G  Dorothy  Yoerg 

REGION  3 

E  John  A.  Bartholomew 
G  Walter  C.  Betzold 
M  Mrs.  William  E.  Chambers 
M  W.  H.  Clough 
G  George  W.  Gerhardt 
G  Harold  L.  Griffie 
M  Mrs.  Frank  W.  Hankins 
E  Wm.  T.  Hirsch 
G  Sterling  U.  Innerst 
M  Mrs.  Grant  Kegerise 
M  Mrs.  R.  P.  Kegerise 
G  Mrs.  R.  Kerchmar 
G  Dr.  Robert  J.  Loughry 
E  John  C.  Lyster 
G*  El  I  wood  Maltman 
G  Dorothea  M.  Marquart 
M  Mrs.  Stephan  Molchan 
G  0.  M.  Otte 
G  Irene  Otte 
M  Jean  Quick 
M  Paul  R.  Smith 
G  Robert  J.  Staub 
M  Mrs.  Guy  E.  Stevens 
G  Ophelia  F.  Straw 
G  Ronald  J.  Thoman 
G  Elizabeth  Unruh 
M  Jack  Weber 
G  Larry  Westfall 

REGION  4 

G  Alice  Bouldin 
M  B.  J.  Brown 
M  Mrs.  B.  J.  Brown 
A  Mrs.  David  Cline 
A  Mrs.  Keith  K.  Cooper 
M  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Cox 
M  Mrs.  B.  E.  Grumpier 
G  Mrs.  Harold  Davis 
M  Dr.  E.  Roy  Epperson 
M  Mrs.  Miles  P.  Farrar 
G  Mrs.  Frank  H.  J.  Figge 
G  Glenn  Grigg,  Jr. 

G  Mrs.  Glenn  Grigg,  Jr. 

M  Charles  L.  Hare 
G  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Hare 


M  Maynard  E.  Harp 
M  Mrs.  Maynard  E.  Harp 
G  Mrs.  A.  H.  Hazzard 
M  Paul  L.  Hoffmeister 
A  Walter  Hoover 
G  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Kabler 
G  Mrs.  Troy  Karriker 
M  W.  D.  Kelly 
G  Brian  Lazarus 
G  Clarence  E.  Mahan 
A  Tamara  S.  McBride 
M  Mrs.  Fred  M.  Miller 
M  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Munn 
M  Dr.  Joseph  B.  Parker,  Jr. 

A  Mrs.  O.  L.  Persinger 
A  Alverne  S.  Perry 
G  Mrs.  A.  H.  Price 
G  Dr.  A.  W.  Rice 
M  Mrs.  A.  W.  Rice 
G  Mrs.  J.  E.  Rucker 
G  Richard  C.  Sparling 
G  James  D.  Stadler 
G  Mrs.  Richard  D.  Steele 
M  F.  G.  Stephenson 
G  Mrs.  James  H.  Trent 
A  Ruth  Walker 
G  David  G.  Walsh 
G  Mrs.  Andrew  C.  Warner 
M  Dennis  A.  Wilkie 
M*  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg 

REGION  5 

M  Mrs.  Wells  E.  Burton 
M  Mrs.  C.  C.  Chapman 
M  James  H.  Duren 
G*  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines 
M  Mrs.  Johnson  B.  Hale 
M  Mrs.  John  S.  Harley 
G  Nina  R.  Hawkins 
M  L.  P.  Irvin 

G  Mrs.  Cassie  E.  James 
A  James  Jeffcoat 
G  Mrs.  James  Jeffcoat 
M  Carine  D.  Johnson 
G  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson 
G  Rev.  Everette  L.  Lineberger 
M  Mrs.  B.  F.  Martin 
G  Mrs.  Edward  L.  Paquet 
M  Mrs.  Donald  W.  Parham 
M  M.  B,  Satterfield 
G  Mrs.  R.  G.  Stockton 
G  Robert  L.  Terpening 
G  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Terpening 
M  Harry  Turner 
M  Robert  C.  Walsh 
M  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Walsh 
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G  Joe  Scott  Watson 
G  Mrs.  A.  D.  Wilder 
G  John  W.  Wood 
G  C.  E.  Yearwood 

REGION  6 

E  Bennett  S.  Azer 
M  Mrs.  Carl  R.  Bacon 
G  Robert  A.  Bauer 
M  Myron  Beard 
A  Otho  Boone 
G  Mrs.  Otho  Boone 
M  Olive  M.  Bowman 
M  John  L.  Briggs 
G  Russell  Bruno 
G  Mrs.  Russell  Bruno 
G  Ruby  A.  Clark 
G  John  A.  Coble 
M  Mrs.  Harold  E.  Cooper 
G  James  A.  Copeland 
G  Mrs.  James  A.  Copeland 
G  Arthur  B.  Cronin 
G  Mrs.  Albert  DeHaan 
M  Lee  Eberhardt 
A  Richard  B.  Ferris 
G  Mrs.  Albert  Fillmore 
G  James  J.  Foreman 
A  Mrs.  Helen  G.  George 
G  Frank  M.  Grodick 
G  Earl  E.  Hall 
G  Bernard  E.  Hobbs 
M  Mrs.  Bernard  E.  Hobbs 
G  Wilford  James 
M  Dr.  Frederick  J.  Knocke 
M  Robert  A.  Mallory 
M  Roger  A.  Miller 
G*  Mrs.  Roger  A.  Miller 
G  Mrs.  Ronald  F.  Miller 
G  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Moore 
G  Paul  Morgan 
G  Carol  Morgan 
G  Marlyn  N.  O.  Nelson 
G  Jack  E.  Norrick 
G  Mrs.  Jack  E.  Norrick 
M  C.  D.  Overholser 
M  Mrs.  C.  D.  Overholser 
G  Mrs.  Z.  R.  Prentiss 
G  Mrs.  D.  Olen  Rawdon 
M  Pauline  Reindl 
G  Mrs.  William  I.  Rhodes 
M  Mrs.  Chester  Robarts 
M  John  D.  Rusk,  Jr. 

A  Mrs.  A.  W.  Sadler 
M  Mrs.  C.  W.  Schmalstig 
M  William  D.  Simon 
M  Mrs.  Harold  Slessman 
M  Dr.  Raymond  G.  Smith 
M  Mrs.  C.  E.  Soules 
E  Dr.  Harold  L.  Stahly 
G  Marjorie  Starkey 
M  Fred  L.  Taylor 
M  Mrs.  Frederick  Thaler 
M  Raymond  Thomas 


M  Eugene  D.  Tremmel 
G  Joan  H.  Verwilst 
G  Leland  M.  Welsh 
M  Anthony  Willott 
M  Mrs.  Anthony  Willott 
A  Doris  Winton 
M  Elsie  Zuercher 

REGION  7 

G  Rodney  A.  Adams 
M  James  W.  Alexander 
G  James  M.  Bingham 
G  Mrs.  Charles  Bless 
M  Mrs.  Stanley  Boren 
G  Eleanor  M.  Boyson 
M  Franklin  P.  Brewer 
A  Mrs.  Edward  T.  Browne,  Jr. 
G  James  R.  Browne 
G  Larry  R,  Browning 
G  Mrs.  Larry  R.  Browning 
G  J.  L.  Christopher 
G  J.  R.  Collins 
G  Mrs.  J.  R.  Collins 
G  Robert  H.  Cosby,  Jr. 

M  Mrs.  Kearney  Crick 
M  Chap.  C.  S.  Cunningham 
G*  Albert  C.  Dierckes 
G  Mrs.  Albert  C.  Dierckes 
A  Sue  M.  Garrett 
M  Dr.  Frank  B.  Galyon 
M  Mrs.  Edgar  Green 
G  Mrs.  Lawrence  E.  Hall 
M  Lois  Hill 
G  Doyle  B.  Inman 
G  Mrs.  Lee  A.  Irwin 
G  Frances  Jenkins 
G  Glenna  Johnson 
G  Lucy  Carrington  Jones 
G  Mrs.  Donald  R.  King 
G  Thelma  Lamb 
G  Mrs.  M.  A.  Luna 
G  Mrs.  Luther  B.  Martin 
G  Mrs.  H.  E.  McMahon 
G  James  R.  McMahon 
A  Dr.  Doris  Middleton 
A  Alice  Middleton 
G  Raymond  N.  Miller 
E  Mrs.  Raymond  N.  Miller 
M  Dr.  Hubert  C.  Mohr 
G  Mrs.  Hubert  C.  Mohr 
G  Jerry  Phillips 
G  Mrs.  Jerry  Phillips 
M  Mrs.  Henry  Rabe 
M  Mrs.  R.  G.  Ross,  Jr. 

A  Gary  D.  Sides 
G  Geo.  D.  Slade 
G  Mrs.  Geo.  D.  Slade 
G  Willa  Swack 
G  Mrs.  Frank  Tyree 
A  Maynard  D.  Van  Horn 
A  Mrs.  Maynard  D.  Van  Horn 
G  W.  W.  Vines 
E  Adolph  J.  Vogt 


M  Mrs.  W.  C.  Wilder 
G  L.  B.  Williams 
G  Mrs.  L.  B.  Williams 
M  Phillip  A.  Williams 
G  Mrs.  Elmer  D.  Winfree 

REGION  8 

M  Mrs.  Peter  Baukus 
M  Melvin  Bausch 
M  Mrs.  Melvin  Bausch 
M  A.  G.  Blodgett 
M  Mrs.  A.  G.  Blodgett 
A  Janice  M.  Broich 
G  Ainie  H.  Busse 
G  Walter  Carlock 
A  Mrs.  John  G.  Clay 
G  Joan  Cooper 
G  Mrs.  R.  W.  Dalgaard 
M  Mrs.  Leroy  Duvall 
G  Dr.  Norman  Frisch 
G  Mrs.  Duwayne  Giefer 
M  Zula  A.  Hanson 
G  Mrs.  David  Hempel 
G  Frederick  C.  Jahnke 
M  Royal  Johnson 
G  Mrs.  Royal  Johnson 
G  Dr.  Donald  Koza 
M  Alice  Foss  Kronebusch 
M  W.  A.  Machulak 
M*  Mrs.  W.  A.  Machulak 
M  Mrs.  D.  C.  Messer 
M  Lavone  R.  Ney 
G  Gene  Nordquist 
M  Clarence  H.  Protzmann 
A  David  Shannon 
E  Wilbert  G.  Sindt 
G  Mrs.  Wilbert  G.  Sindt 
G  David  R.  Spence 
M  Mrs.  Clifford  Stover 
M  Julius  Wadekamper 

REGION  9 

G  Donovan  Albers 
M  Marilyn  Redenbo  Beyes 
M  Fred  E.  Bond 
M  Harley  E.  Briscoe 
G*  Brian  J.  Clough 
G  Orville  Dickhaut 
G  Mrs.  Orville  Dickhaut 
M  Mrs.  Edwin  T.  Drake 
M  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Dunbar 
M  Marge  Hagberg 
M  Ethel  A.  Hollingsworth 
M  G.  E.  Hubbard 
M  Karl  F.  Jensen 
M  Mrs.  Karl  F.  Jensen 
G  Delores  M.  Kassly 
G  Rita  Kinsella 
G  Susan  Kinsella 
G  John  R.  Knaus 
G  Bea  Lostumo 
G  George  S.  Poole 
M  Nathan  H.  Rudolph 
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M  Marvin  A.  Shoup 
G  C.  J.  Simon 
G  Mrs.  C.  J.  Simon 
G  Cathy  Simon 
G  Nancy  Simon 
M  David  B.  Sindt 
G  Florence  E.  Stout 
M  John  M.  Thompson 
M  D.  Steve  Varner 
G  Jerry  Wilhoit 
G  Melody  Wilhoit 
G  Dr.  V.  L.  Winkler 

REGION  10 

G  Robert  M.  Andrus 
M  Aline  Arceneaux 
E  C.  W.  Amy,  Jr. 

M  Mrs.  C.  W.  Arny,  Jr. 

E  Mrs.  Walter  Colquitt 
G*  Mrs.  James  J.  Deegan 
A  Albert  W.  Ernst 
A  Charles  J.  Fritchie 
M  Marvin  A.  Granger 
M  Mrs.  Erwin  Jordan 
M  Dr.  Bernard  H.  McSparrin 
M  Joseph  K.  Mertzweiller 
M  Mrs.  Ira  S.  Nelson 
A  Ed  Ostheimer 
G  Mrs.  Ed  Ostheimer 
G  Mrs.  Ftubert  Rena 

REGION  11 

M  Eileen  Allison 
A  Kenneth  Baier 
A  Rosemary  Baier 
G  Donna  Bowers 
G  Jerry  C.  Bowers 
M  Donald  Chadd 
G*  Ronald  A.  Dunn 
G  R.  W.  Gray 
G  Mrs.  R.  W.  Gray 
G  Bonnie  Hagen 
M  Robert  L.  Jensen 
M  Mrs.  Alfred  Kramer 
E  Dr.  H.  N.  Metcalf 
G  Lowell  A.  Storm 
M  Mrs.  Lowell  A.  Storm 
M  Mrs.  W.  R.  Walters 

REGION  12 

G*  Hyram  L.  Ames 
G  D.  C.  Anderson 
M  Mrs.  Townley  Brian 
A  Randy  D.  Brown 
M  Mrs.  David  E.  Burton 
M  Mrs.  T.  O.  Daley 
G  Mrs.  Willard  Done 
M  Charlotte  T.  Easter 
M  James  R.  Flamblen 
E  Mrs.  James  R.  Ffamblen 
M  Dr.  Odell  Julander 
M  W.  E.  McClure 
M  Mildred  Osguthorpe 
G  Suzanne  Parry 


G  Cathy  Reed 
M  Gladys  M.  Reynolds 
G  E.  F.  Ritter 
G  Paul  J.  Smith 
M  Flerbert  J.  Spence 
M  Ben  H.  Stanger 
M  Mrs.  Merlin  Tams 
G  De  Ray  Taylor 
M  Bion  Tolman 
G  Dr.  Alan  F.  Toronto 
M  Keith  FI.  Wagstaff 
A  Jeffrey  L.  Walters 

REGION  13 

G  Thomas  Abrego 
G  Ellen  Abrego 
G  Patricia  Adams 
G  Terry  Aitken 
G  Barbara  Aitken 
M  Foster  M.  Allen 
G*  Sigrid  Asmus 
G  Greg  Hastings 
G  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Baldwin 
G  Irene  Blanch 
M  Donald  J.  Boen 
M  Jack  Boushay 
G  Dr.  Allen  D.  Brooks 
E  Mrs.  Tom  M.  Brown 
M  Eunice  Jean  Cass 
G  Vicki  Craig 
M  Merle  Daling 
M  B.  Leroy  Davidson 
G  Mrs.  Joe  Del  Judge 
G  Stan  Dexter 
G  Margaret  P.  Fisher 
A  Les  Fort 
G  Lyle  E.  Fort 
G  Doris  Greenwood 
A  Eldon  J.  Hale 
A  Mrs.  Eldon  J.  Hale 
M  Paul  Harms 
G  Fran  Hawk 
A  Ruth  E.  Jackson 
E  Bennett  C.  Jones 
M  Evelyn  V.  Jones 
A  Mary  Judkins 
M  Dr.  Frederick  R.  Judy 
G  George  F.  Lankow 
M  Mrs.  George  F.  Lankow 
M  Evelyn  R.  Lemire 
G  Mrs.  Ted  Lind 
G  Joanne  Mentz 
M  Austin  Morgan 
A  Mrs.  William  E.  Moritz 
G  Frank  H.  Nickell 
G  Warren  E.  Noyes 
G  Mrs.  Laurence  Olsen 
M  Mrs.  Herbert  M.  Parker 
M  Donald  L.  Peterson 
M  Fern  E.  Pilley 
M  Lorena  M.  Reid 
G  Gerald  L.  Richardson 
G  Jayne  K.  Ritchie 


G  David  Schreiner 
G  Raymond  Schreiner 
E  Robert  Schreiner 
E  George  Shoop 
G  Mrs.  George  A.  Shoop 
M  Mrs.  S.  M.  Sisley 
M  Robert  F.  Smiley 
M  Mrs.  Jake  L.  Smith 
M  Mrs.  William  F.  Snell 
E  Mrs.  Glen  Suiter 
M  Chet  W.  Thompkins 
M  Mrs.  Lewis  Trout 
M  Mrs.  C.  Van  De  Water 
G  Lois  J.  Ward 
G  Elizabeth  A.  Wenburg 
E  Jean  G.  Witt 

REGION  14 

G  Mrs.  William  Anning 
G  Carl  H.  Boswell 
G  Mrs.  Carl  H.  Boswell 
M  Robert  Brown 
G  Mrs.  Jack  H.  Cochran 
M  Mrs.  Mark  Condo 
M  Glenn  F.  Corlew 
M  Mrs.  John  Coscarelly 
G  Larry  R.  Cowdery 
M  Sidney  P.  DuBose 
M  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Dunn 
A*  Mrs.  Gustav  R.  Erickson 
G  Frank  J.  Foster 
M  Joseph  A.  Gatty 
E  Larry  A.  Gaulter 
M  Mrs.  Larry  A.  Gaulter 
M  Joseph  J.  Ghio 
M  Jim  M.  Gibson 
E  Ben  R.  Hager 
M  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Haley 
G  Gigi  Hall 
G  Marilyn  R.  Harlow 
G  Mrs.  Eugene  A.  Harris 
G  Merry  L.  Haveman 
G  Evelyn  Hayes 
M  Marilyn  Holloway 
G  Michael  0.  Howard 
G  Berkeley  Hunt 
A  Barry  Ivens 
M  George  W.  Johnson 
M  Keith  Keppe! 

G  Gladys  Kloberdanz 
M  Walter  F.  Luihn 
G  William  R.  Maryott 
G  Hal  Mattos 
M  Mrs.  Paul  Maxim 
G  James  P.  McWhirter 
G  Duane  E.  Meek 
M  Joyce  Meek 
G  Jean  Near 

M  Mrs.  R.  Nelson  Nicholson 
M  Roy  L.  Oliphant 
G  Captain  M.  C.  Osborne 
G  Fred  C.  Parvin 
A  Robert  Primer 
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A  Evodia  Primer 
M  Lucile  Ray 
G  Gomer  Reece 
M  Sam  Reece 
E  Ruth  Rees 
G  Michelle  Ritchie 
G  Alan  D.  Robbins 
M  Mrs.  Arthur  L.  Romer 
E  W.  F.  Scott,  Jr. 

M  Mona  Stipp 
M  Mrs.  Sven  I.  Thoolen 
G  Mrs.  Arnold  S.  Todd 
E  Mrs.  Hugo  Wall 
G  Mrs.  W.  G.  Waters 
M  Dr.  John  Weiler 
G  Edith  P.  Wheeler 
M  Bryce  Williamson 
M  Vernon  Wood 
G  Opal  Zug 

REGION  15 

E  Dr.  Ray  C.  Allen 
G  Joanne  Anderson 
M  Polly  Anderson 
G  William  E.  Barr 
G  Mrs.  William  E.  Barr 
A  Irene  Benton 
A  C.  S.  Bostwick 
G  Bob  Brooks 
M  Mrs.  Rex  P.  Brown 
G  Mary  Bruner 
M  Mrs.  Walter  Bunker 
M  Mrs.  N.  R.  Carrington 
M  Valera  V.  Chenoweth 
G  Richard  W.  Cherry 
G  Mrs.  Richard  W.  Cherry 
G  Janice  Chesnik 
M  Ralph  Conrad 
G  Mrs.  Ralph  Conrad 
M  Mrs.  Donald  Dopke 
M  Duncan  Eader 
M  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Foster 
M  Mrs.  Harry  B.  Frey 
G*  Howard  W.  Goodrick 
M  Ruth  Goodrick 
M  W.  J.  Gunther 
M  Mrs.  Bernard  Hamner 
M  Mrs.  Wm.  D.  Hawkinson 
G  Dr.  Herbert  C.  Hoik 
G  Mrs.  Herbert  C.  Hoik 
G  Myrna  Hood 
M  Charles  R.  Hopson 
M  Mary  N.  Hoskins 
M  Robert  P.  Hubley 
G  Debbie  Sylvies  Humphreys 
M  Genevieve  H.  Jasper 
M  Mildred  R.  Johnson 
G  James  H.  Jones 
M  Lois  R.  Joris 
A  Ardi  Kary 
M  Eleanor  McCown 
G  Vern  McCroskey 
G  Peggy  McCroskey 


M  Herbert  M.  McKusick 
G  Elsa  L.  McLean 
A  Mrs.  David  Mogil 
G  David  Mohr 
G  Kenneth  Mohr 
A  Dr.  Edward  Murray 
M  Mrs.  Paul  Newman 
E  Mrs.  Edward  Owen 
M  S.  August  Phillips 
M  Jose  C.  Rivera 
M  Mrs.  G.  M.  Roach,  Sr. 

M  Beulah  Robinson 
E  Bernice  R.  Roe 
M  Mark  E.  Rogers 
A  D.  L.  Shepard 
G  Mrs.  D.  L.  Shepard 
M  Richard  J.  Sloan 
G  Robert  0.  Sorensen 
G  Ralph  Strane 
A  Caroline  Sutherland 
M  Mrs.  J.  E.  Tearington 
M  Mrs.  J.  W.  Turner 
E  Marion  R.  Walker 
G  John  Wight 

REGION  16 

A  Mrs.  Donald  M.  Fenner 
M  Donald  V.  Fritshaw 
G*  Verna  Laurin 
G  John  McMillen 
G  Mrs.  John  McMillen 
M  M.  D.  Smith 

REGION  17 

A  William  G.  Barker 
G  Mrs.  W.  D.  Brady 
G  Mrs.  G.  Fair  Brice 
M  Mrs.  Lester  E.  Brooks 
A  Helen  P.  Brown 
M  Mrs.  Lawrence  Burt 
E  Marie  Caillet 
M  Dr.  Jesse  W.  Collier 
G  Billie  G.  Corbell 
G  Mrs.  Frank  Courtney 
M  Jim  D.  Coward 
A  W.  Francis  Craig 
G  Luella  Danielson 
M  Mrs.  K.  G.  Davis 
M  Mrs.  Martin  H.  Dean 
G  Wanda  Gaines  Dow 
G  Mrs.  Curtis  B.  Evans 
G  Mrs.  Joe  Frank 
M  Mrs.  Doyle  Gray 
G  Gordon  Green 
G  Hazel  M.  Haik 
M  Una  Hamilton 
G  Mrs.  Finley  Herrington 
G  Mrs.  Therell  J.  Hodges 
M*  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Howard 
G  Dr.  W.  Clyde  Ikins 
G  Ray  M.  John 
A  Sue  Keefe 
M  Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Keesee 
M  Mrs.  Harley  L.  King 
G  Peggy  Lamb 


M  Mrs.  W.  F.  Jack  Lawhorn 
M  W.  D.  Lee 
M  Mrs.  William  Messick 
E  Mrs.  J.  Arthur  Nelson 
G  Mrs.  Roy  Nichols 
M  M.  W.  Norton,  Jr. 

M  Mrs.  M.  W.  Norton,  Jr. 

E  Mrs.  Stayton  Nunn 
M  Wm.  K.  Patton 
G  Mrs.  C.  W.  Peavey 
M  Mrs.  W.  W.  Popejoy 
G  Mrs.  W.  B.  Powell 
G  Col.  Garth  A.  Riddler 
M  Dorothy  M.  Riddler 
M  Mrs.  C.  C.  Rockwell,  Jr. 

G  Capt.  Otis  R.  Skinner 
M  Mrs.  Otis  R.  Skinner 
G  Frank  L.  Stephens 
M  Mrs.  A.  M.  Tallmon 
G  Mrs.  John  Wade 
M  Mrs.  N.  W.  Williams 
E  Leon  C.  Wolford 
M  Mrs.  Leon  C.  Wolford 

REGION  18 

G  Mrs.  L.  E.  Anderson 
M  Mrs.  August  Bellagamba 
M  Mrs.  George  A.  Bender 
M  Clifford  W.  Benson 
A  Vincent  Bitzer 
A  Patricia  Bitzer 
G  Chester  Blaylock 
A  Mrs.  Chester  Blaylock 
G  Roy  Bohrer 
G  Mrs.  Roy  Bohrer 
G  Mrs.  Leo  Boulanger 
G  Harry  J.  Boyd 
G  Mrs.  Harry  J.  Boyd 
M  W.  F.  Brown 
A  Faye  Carpenter 
M  Mrs.  James  Lee  Chism 
M  Mrs.  Meredith  E.  Christlieb 
G  Donald  Delmez 
G  Dolores  Denney 
G  Marie  C.  Dienstbach 
G  Mrs.  Ralph  H.  Dierkes 
G  Mrs.  Edgar  Dies 
G  Mrs.  Julius  Dutton 
G  Floyd  Dyer 
G  Larry  Ermey 
G  Keith  Fillmore 
M  C.  L.  Fondoble 
M  Mrs.  C.  L.  Fondoble 
G  Gladys  Fowler 
G  Mrs.  Floyd  Franklin 
M  Mrs.  C.  T.  Freidline 
M  James  Fry 
M  Lucy  Fry 
G  Norman  Gossling 
G  Mrs.  Norman  Gossling 
G  Thomas  Grim 
M  C.  Allen  Harper 
A  Jim  Hedgecock 
A  Vivian  Hedgecock 
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M  Mary  Heisz 
M  Calvin  H.  Helsley 
M  Annabel  Hennrich 
G  Vince  Italian 
G  Mrs.  J.  Ray  Jarrell 
M  Rev.  Robert  R.  Jeffries 
G  Dale  Johnson 
G  Alice  Johnson 
G  Martha  D.  Johnson 
G  Mrs.  Floyd  Kemp 
G  Mrs.  Edwin  W.  Knight 
M  Delbert  O.  Long 
M  Mrs.  Delbert  0.  Long 
A  Margaret  Lony 
G  Mrs.  Robert  Mark 
M  M.  J.  McHugh 
G  Mrs.  M.  J.  McHugh 
M  Russell  Morgan 
M  Mrs.  Russell  Morgan 
G  Orval  V.  Moritz 
G  James  W.  Morris 
G  Mrs.  James  W.  Morris 
M  0.  D.  Niswonger 
G  Katherine  Perry 
M  Mrs.  lea  Pierson 
A  Robert  Pries 
G  Riley  Probst 
M  J.  Donald  Puett 
M  Mrs.  J.  Donald  Puett 
M  Mrs.  Victor  Quesnel 
E  Mrs.  Richard  V.  Ramsey 
G  James  Rasmussen 
M  Helen  Reynolds 
G  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Robinson 
M*  Elvan  E.  Roderick 
G  Mrs.  Elvan  E.  Roderick 
M  Mrs.  Harlan  Rogers 
G  Mary  Schnarr 
G  Edgar  Schnarr 
A  Mrs.  Howard  Stretz 
G  Eric  Tankesley-Clarke 
G  Robert  Tankesley-Clarke 
M  Elmer  B.  Tieman 
G  Mrs.  Ed  Tomchak 
M  Mrs.  Robert  Ven  John 
G  Annette  Vincent 
M  George  W.  Warner 
G  Mrs.  James  Watters 
G  Mrs.  Floyd  J.  White,  Sr. 

G  Mrs.  Ben  Winter 
A  Annabelle  Wiseman 

REGION  19 

M  Elizabeth  Aulicky 
G  William  Bedle 
M  Raymond  J.  Blicharz 
M  Franklin  E.  Carr 
M  B.  J.  Houseward,  Jr. 

M  Melvin  Leavitt 
G  Mrs.  Melvin  Leavitt 
M  F.  J.  McAliece 
M  Mrs.  F.  J.  McAliece 
G  Betty  Lou  McMartin 


M  Dr.  Norman  H.  Noe 
G*  Mrs.  Norman  H.  Noe 
M  C.  B.  Reeves,  Jr. 

G  Mrs.  C.  B.  Reeves,  Jr. 

A  Ellen  Robertson 
G  David  Silverberg 
G  Nancy  Szmuriga 
E  Elizabeth  A.  Wood 

REGION  20 

M  Mrs.  Paul  Anderson 
G  Stella  Bates 
G  Ann  Weatherly  Cuthbert 
G  Joel  Dennison  Cuthbert 
G  Mary  Ann  Cuthbert 
G  Duane  W.  Daily 
A  Kayellen  R.  Daily 
G  Winifred  Daily 
G  Mrs.  Richard  E.  Doty 
E  Dr.  Jack  R.  Durrance 
G  Catherine  Long  Gates 
A  Dennis  B.  Gates 
M  Joseph  H.  Hoage 
G  Jay  me  S.  Irvin 
G  Mrs.  Morris  James 
G  Thomas  A.  Johnson 
M  Dr.  Carl  Jorgensen 
G  Roy  G.  Krug 
M  Harry  B.  Kuesel 
G  Tim  L.  Kuesel 
M  Everett  Long 
G  Ray  D.  Lyons 
M  Thomas  Magee 
M  Bethel  Martin 
G  Col.  M.  R.  McCarthy 
G  Mrs.  M.  R.  McCarthy 
G  Suzanne  McCarthy 
G  David  G.  Miller 
A  Michael  Moller 
G  Mrs.  Tolbert  Murphy 
G  Claire  G.  Obel 
A  Viola  Oliphant 
G  John  J.  O’Donnell 
M  Mrs.  Dwane  Quinn 
G*  Jess  V.  Quintana 
G  Donald  R.  Roos 
G  Lester  Shoemaker 
M  E.  E.  Varnum 
G  Mildred  Wasmundt 
M  Mrs.  Charles  Wedow 
G  Warren  Wiekhorst 
G  Verona  Wiekhorst 
G  Col.  Clyde  W.  Wooten 
G  Mrs.  Clyde  W.  Wooten 

REGION  21 

G  Mickey  Schliefert  Anson 
G  Ardeth  J.  Bailey 
G  Dr.  Robert  L.  Bledsoe 
G  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Bledsoe 
G  Mrs.  George  Boardman 
G*  Charles  T.  Claussen 


G  Mrs.  Charles  T.  Claussen 
M  Mrs.  J.  N.  Cox 
M  James  L.  Ennenga 
E  Allan  G.  Ensminger 
G  Mary  Ferguson 
A  Lane  Foulk 
A  Vincent  Fox 
A  Mrs.  Vincent  Fox 
M  Leo  W.  Framke 
M  Mrs.  Arnold  Freudenburg 
G  Ann  M.  Gaddie 
G  Gene  Gaddie 
M  Mrs.  John  A.  Graff 
M  Hazel  Grapes 
M  John  E.  Griffin 
M  Larry  Harder 
M  Mrs.  A.  J.  Harvey 
G  Mrs.  Darrel  Heier 
G  Charles  Hemmer 
G  Mrs.  Charles  Hemmer 
G  Michael  C.  Hemmer 
G  Patrick  R.  Hemmer 
M  Lester  Hildenbrandt 
M  Mrs.  Leon  N.  Hockett 
G  Jay  D.  Hummel 
G  Jim  D.  Hummel 
G  Vera  Hummel 
G  Marjorie  A.  Jansen 
G  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Jensen 
G  Dorothy  M.  Johnson 
G  Eugene  J.  Kalkwarf 
G  Dorothy  Kalkwarf 
A  Richard  C.  Kohout 
G  Carolyn  D.  Lingenfelter 
M  Barbara  Mapes 
A  Harold  Marshall 
A  Mrs.  Harold  Marshall 
M  Evangeline  Martindale 
G  Roger  P.  Mazur 
G  Leonard  J.  Michel 
G  Edna  Moss 
G  Kay  Nelson 
M  Roger  Nelson 
M  Mrs.  N.  S.  Pederson 
G  Donald  Peterson 
G  Mrs.  Donald  R.  Peterson 
E  Richard  T.  Pettijohn 
A  Rev.  Orval  Roach 
M  Mrs.  C.  V.  Robertson 
G  Dorothy  B.  Schaefer 
G  V.  O.  Sellers 
M  Kempton  Settle 
G  Mrs.  Kempton  Settle 
M  Gifford  W.  Smith 
M  Fred  E.  Spahn 
A  Tim  Stanek 
G  Lynn  Stoll 
G  Thomas  E.  Tingley 
G  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Tingley 
G  C.  0.  Torkelson 
G  Katherine  C.  Tutin 
G  OpaIWulf 
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REGION  22 

M  Wiley  Abshire 
M  M.  B.  Bartley 
G  Mrs.  Robert  S.  Benton 
M  Mrs.  Michael  Birkholtz 
G  Paul  W.  Black 
G  Mrs.  John  Burkett 
M  Richard  C.  Butler 
M  Oren  E.  Campbell 
G  Pat  Christena 
M  Mrs.  J.  P.  Crawford 
M  C.  A.  Cromwell 
M  Mrs.  C.  Wayne  Drumm 
G  Perry  Dyer 
M  Mrs.  Dan  Edelman 
M  Mrs.  Howard  Estes 
G  Genevieve  E.  Followwill 
M  W.  G.  Frass 
M  Mrs.  R.  L.  Gilbert 
G  Mrs.  James  Gildea 
G  Paul  Gossett 
G  James  Hawley 
G  Jaymie  Heathcock 
M  Mrs.  H.  R.  Hense! 

M  Mrs.  Alva  J.  Hickerson 
E  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Howard 
G  J.  H.  Jamieson 
G  Mrs.  J.  H.  Jamieson 
M  Dr.  W.  E.  Jones 
G  Shirley  Kelley 
M  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Kenney 
G  Bea  Leach 
M  Virginia  Mathews 
M  Richard  Morgan 
M  Ronald  Mullin 
M  Hooker  Nichols 
M  Cleo  Palmer 
E  Perry  L.  Parrish 
M  Mrs.  Harold  G.  Plato 
G  Mrs.  William  M.  Rhodes 
G  Bruce  Richards 
M  Arthur  E.  Rowe 
M  Henry  C.  Rowlan 
M  Joe  Saia 

G  Marthella  Shoemake 
E  Iris  Smith 
G  Robertson  V.  Smith 
M  Susie  Smith 
M  Mrs.  Cyrus  Stanley 
G*  L.  D.  Stayer 
G  Mrs.  L.  D.  Stayer 
G  Philip  Stonecipher 
G  Mrs.  Philip  Stonecipher 
G  Inez  Tunon 
M  Mrs.  Mike  Van  Meter 
G  Alton  E.  Zimmerman 
G  Mrs.  Alton  E.  Zimmerman 

REGION  23 

M  Mrs.  Richard  Bohannon 
G  W.  A.  Brown 


G  Mrs.  Milton  J.  Clauser 
G  Bill  R.  Coursey 
M  Henry  Danielson 
M  Mrs.  George  L.  Doolittle 
G  Mrs.  Philip  S.  Doonan 
M  Mrs.  Erby  A.  Downey 
G  Dr.  Cecil  Eiffert 
G  Mrs.  Everett  Freidline 
M  Mrs.  Earl  Gould 
G*  David  R.  Hooten 
G  Donna  Hooten 
M  Margaret  R.  Johnson 
M  Frank  V.  Kalich 
G  Mrs.  Douglas  Latimer 
G  Tom  Little 

M  Mrs.  Bernard  Lowenstein 
G  James  A.  Mahoney 
G  Mrs.  James  A.  Mahoney 
M  J.  E.  McClintock 
M  Mrs.  J.  E.  McClintock 
M  Mrs.  W.  M.  McGrath 
G  George  A.  Nickel 
M  Mrs.  Francis  C.  O’Kelly 
G  Mrs.  Therman  Perkins 
G  Mrs.  L.  E.  Roberts 
M  Howard  Shockey 
G  Mrs.  Howard  Shockey 
G  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Steele 
G  Floyd  Stopani 
G  Helen  Stopani 
M  Mrs.  Walter  C.  White 
G  Janice  M.  Wilson 
M  Mrs.  James  R.  Yocum 
A  LTC  Charles  Zurek 

REGION  24 

A  John  J.  Adkins,  Jr. 

A  Patricia  H.  Ayers 
G  Mrs.  B.  G.  Bennett 
M  Mrs.  B.  W.  Branumn 
M  Mrs.  E.  G.  Brown 
G  Carol  Burch 
G  James  G.  Burch 
G  Mrs.  James  G.  Burch 
M  B.  Howard  Camp 
M  Mrs.  B.  Howard  Camp 
G  James  G.  Charles 
G  Mrs.  James  G.  Charles 
G  Margaret  Connally 
G  Mrs.  Thomas  F.  Craig 
G  Marjorie  W.  Deaton 
M  Mrs.  Lester  Fanning 
M  Dr.  L.  E.  Fraser 
M  Mrs.  Floyd  Garner 
G  Kristen  Gilliam 
M  T.  A.  Gilliam 
G  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Haden 
M  Dr.  Marvin  J.  Hall 
M  Mrs.  H.  C.  Hendricks 
M  Mrs.  Everett  H.  Hughes 
M  Mrs.  Hugh  Johnston 


G  Jack  Kearney 
G  Mrs.  Jack  Kearney 
G  Grady  Kennedy 
G  Mrs.  Grady  Kennedy 
M  Mrs.  A.  I.  Kuykendall 
G  J.  W.  Kuykendall,  Jr. 

G  Mrs.  J.  W.  Kuykendall,  Jr. 
M* Joe  M.  Langdon 
M  Mrs.  Joe  M.  Langdon 
G  Ivy  Lavacot 
G  Mrs.  Jack  H.  Lucas 
M  Mrs.  Frank  McCann 
M  Nan  Elizabeth  Miles 
E  Mrs.  E.  P.  Miles 
G  Bernice  Miller 
G  Edith  P.  Mitchell 
G  Dr.  William  L.  Mitchell 
G  Mrs.  William  L.  Mitchell 
G  Walter  Moores 
E  Mrs.  A.  K.  Primos 
M  Donald  R.  Saxton 
M  Mrs.  Donald  R.  Saxton 
M  Sarah  Scruggs 
M  Herbert  L.  Sherrod 
G  Mrs.  Garfield  J.  Traylor 
M  Mrs.  R.  P.  Van  Valkenburgh 
G  Wm.  E.  Williamson 

OVERSEAS 

AUSTRALIA 

G  John  0.  Baldwin 
G  Barry  Blyth 
M  Mrs.  N.  E.  H.  Caldwell 
G  Leslie  J.  Donnell 
G  Graeme  Grosvenor 
M  Alan  W.  Johnson 
M  Dr.  Gordon  B.  Loveridge 
G  Robert  Raabe 

ENGLAND 

E  H.  R.  Jeffs 
E  F.  I.  L.  Knowles 
G  G.  H.  Preston 
G  Miss  N.  K.  Scopes 
G  J.  B.  Taylor 

FRANCE 

G  Mon.  Jean  Cayux 
G  Dr.  Jean  Segui 

WEST  GERMANY 

G  Dr.  Bruno  Muller 
E  Mrs.  Helen  Von  Stein- 
Zeppelin 

G  Karl-Heinz  Wehrt 
G  Rainer  Zeh 

ITALY 

M  Prof.  Gian  Luigi  Sani 

NEW  ZEALAND 

M  Mrs.  H.  E.  Collins 


77 


Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

Marriot  Hotel,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  October  31-November  2,  1986 

The  regular  fall  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Iris  Society  was 
called  to  order  at  8:00  p.m.,  Friday,  October  31, 1986,  by  President  Mullin.  The  following 
were  in  attendance  during  the  various  sessions:  President-elect  J.  Rasmussen;  Past 
President  Stahly;  Vice  President  K.  Waite;  Secretary  Stayer;  Treasurer  Thoolen;  Regis¬ 
trar  Nelson;  Recording  Secretary  Barr;  Publication  Sales  Director  Heathcock;  Directors 
Corlew,  Crick,  Gates,  W.  Machulak,  Rockwell  and  Williams;  Director-elect  Hobbs; 
Committee  Chairman  Rice;  Foundation  Liaison  Pettijohn;  RVPs  Brown  (4),  Miller  (6),  A. 
Machulak  (8),  Erickson  (14),  Coward  (1 7),  Roderick  (1 8),  L.  Stayer  (22)  and  H.  Shockey 
(23);  RVP  Representative  Wiekhorst  (20);  RVPs-elect  A.  Waite  (1);  and  Howard  (17); 
Section  Representative  John  (SIS);  guests  Kinsella  (9),  M.  Powell,  W.  Powell  and  Rosen 
(17),  I.  Rasmussen  (18),  Hensel,  Nichols,  D.  Rhodes,  Shelley  and  Shoemake  (22)  and  I. 
Shockey  (23). 

President  Mullin  welcomed  all  present,  especially  the  guests,  and  reminded  them 
that  their  comments  were  encouraged  but  that  when  the  time  came  for  a  vote  only  the 
elected  directors  and  those  officers  who  have  a  vote  would  participate  in  the  voting. 

The  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  meeting,  April  26-27, 1 986,  San  Jose,  CA,  were 
approved  with  one  correction:  in  the  report  given  by  Foundation  Liaison  Pettijohn  the 
fourth  sentence  should  read,  “Trustees  elected  to  3-year  terms  are  Dorothy  Howard, 
Donald  Saxton  and  Charlotte  Sindt.” 

Secretary  Stayer  reported  that  there  were  no  other  nominations  for  the  Board  of 
Directors  election.  Barr,  Rasmussen,  Waite  and  Hobbs  are  duly  elected  and  qualified 
as  AIS  directors  with  terms  expiring  in  1989.  Mullin  welcomed  Emma  Hobbs  as  a  new 
member  of  the  Board  and  expressed  thanks  to  retiring  director  Burch  for  all  the  work  he 
did  as  a  member  of  the  Board. 

President  Mullin  reported  on  the  interim  action  of  the  Executive  Committee:  1) 
approved  the  reprinting  of  1 0,000  copies  of  Basic  Iris  Culture  at  a  cost  of  $3,51 4.00;  2) 
granted  permission  to  a  California  Junior  High  School  teacher  to  use  sections  of  The 
World  of  Irises  in  classroom  lectures  and  testing.  Neither  Mullin  nor  Stayer  had  received 
any  information  concerning  the  winners  of  the  British  Iris  Society  Dykes  Medal  or  the 
British  Iris  Society  Hybridizer’s  Medal. 

Secretary  Stayer  reported  as  follows: 

1 )  Maureen  Foster  was  the  winner  of  the  British  Iris  Society  Silver  Medal  for  the  third 
year  in  a  row. 

2)  A  letter  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Bartlett  of  the  British  Iris  Society  in  which  he 
outlines  the  events  of  the  celebration  of  the  65th  Brithday  of  the  BIS,  which  will  take 
place  May  27-30, 1 987.  Mr.  Bartlett  has  sent  brochures  for  Board  members,  and  for  the 
RVPs  in  order  that  the  information  may  be  publicized  in  regional  news  letters. 

3)  Region  20  has  made  its  annual  contribution  to  the  AIS  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
rhizome  sale. 

4)  It  is  time  to  place  orders  for  stationery.  New  RVPS  were  reminded  that  stationery  is 
provided  for  RVPs  automatically;  if  they  wish  to  have  stationery  imprinted,  however, 
there  will  be  a  charge.  Orders  should  be  placed  soon.  Stayer  will  try  to  upgrade  the 
quality  of  the  artwork  on  the  stationery. 

5)  The  AIS  has  a  contract  with  American  Airlines  for  a  fare  discount  for  members 
traveling  to  and  from  AIS  conventions  and  fall  Board  meetings.  The  discount  was  listed 
in  the  October  Bulletin  as  35%,  but  it  has  been  increased  to  40%;  members  are  advised 
to  check  super-savers,  however,  which  may  be  even  lower.  The  discount  will  be  in  effect 
from  4/1 1/87  through  4/21/87  for  the  Phoenix  convention. 
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6)  A  region  has  requested  that  the  addresses  of  judges  be  included  in  the  Bulletin 
along  with  the  names.  After  discussion  it  was  the  consensus  that  printing  the  ad¬ 
dresses  would  use  too  much  space  in  the  Bulletin.  Clubs  and  societies  are  advised  to 
contact  their  RVPs  or  to  read  newsletters  from  other  regions  to  find  addresses. 

7)  The  reprint  of  The  World  of  Irises  has  been  delivered.  There  are  3,500  copies  at  a 
cost  of  $20,531 .55  plus  $806.65  for  shipping,  for  a  total  of  $21 ,338.20.  The  question 
was  raised  as  to  whether  the  selling  price  should  be  raised.  The  decision  was  deferred 
until  later. 

8)  In  July,  the  AIS  received  $3,000.00  as  a  final  settlement  from  the  Fischer  estate. 
This  money  goes  into  the  general  fund.  $2,000.00  had  been  received  previously. 

9)  It  is  time  to  order  more  “Invitation  to  Join”  pamphlets.  Stayer  would  like  to  order 
20,000  this  time  and  would  like  the  Board  to  consider  also  a  printed  flyer  with  mem¬ 
bership  information  which  could  be  used  at  garden  fairs,  etc.  There  have  been 
requests  for  large  numbers  of  these.  Corlew  moved,  Waite  seconded,  that  the  secretary 
be  authorized  to  order  20,000  “Invitation  to  Join”  brochures.  The  motion  passed. 
Corlew  then  moved,  Machulak  seconded,  that  Stayer  and  Public  Relations  Chairman 
Rice  be  instructed  to  work  on  a  membership  flyer  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  print 
flyers  as  needed.  The  motion  passed. 

Rasmussen  reported  for  Membership  Secretary  Ramsey.  Total  membership  on  Oc¬ 
tober  1  was  7,423,  an  increase  of  255  members  for  the  year.  There  were  losses  in  some 
regions,  but  the  overall  gain  was  3.56%.  Ramsey  pointed  out  that  the  losses  were  net 
losses;  all  these  regions  had  brought  in  new  members.  The  number  of  members  in 
foreign  countries  stays  between  190  and  200.  The  AIS  has  enjoyed  some  good 
publicity,  an  article  in  Organic  Gardening,  one  in  Flower  and  Garden  and  another  in  the 
Dallas  Morning  News.  There  have  been  a  number  of  new  members  as  result,  and  many 
new  members  have  joined  after  having  received  a  membership  brochure  or  a  flyer. 
Ramsey  reported  on  her  progress  with  the  new  computer,  and  she  asked  for  direction 
from  the  Board  about  saving  or  discarding  old  records  which  are  stored  presently  at  her 
home.  It  was  suggested  that  CPA  and  IRS  reports  should  be  kept.  Ramsey  asked  for 
permission  to  have  printed  some  pocket  cards  to  send  to  new  members  in  their  new 
member  packets.  These  cards  would  show  membership  but  would  not  be  membership 
cards  as  such,  as  they  would  have  no  dates  on  them.  Stahly  moved,  Stayer  seconded, 
that  Ramsey  be  authorized  to  order  10,000  pocket  cards.  The  motion  passed. 
Rasmussen  concluded  the  Membership  Secretary’s  report  by  giving  some  interesting 
statistics  of  his  own  about  the  length  of  time  of  membership,  saying  that  perhaps  the 
AIS  should  consider  the  newer  members  more  in  all  its  plans. 

Treasurer  Thoolen  gave  copies  of  the  financial  report  and  proposed  budget  to  Board 
members  for  their  study.  The  budget  will  be  voted  upon  later  in  the  meeting. 

Mullin  read  a  report  from  Editor  Keppel  in  which  Keppel  expressed  his  thanks  to 
everyone  for  the  support  given  him  and  his  disappointment  that  a  new  editor  had  not 
been  found  and  said  that  for  continuity  and  consistency  a  permanent  editor  must  be 
found  soon.  Keppel  asked  that  since  there  would  be  a  series  of  guest  editors  for  the 
next  few  issues  that  the  Board  make  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  no  major  changes  in 
the  Bulletin  format,  content  or  physical  specifications  be  made  until  a  permanent  editor 
is  found.  Barr  so  moved,  Corlew  seconded,  and  the  motion  passed.  The  January,  1 987, 
issue  will  be  Keppel’s  last,  and  he  stated  that  he  would  gladly  assist  the  new  editor  in 
any  way  possible,  time  permitting,  if  the  new  editor  so  desires. 

Managing  Editor  Williams  reported  an  increase  of  about  2V2%  in  Bulletin  costs.  He  is 
looking  for  new  mailing  envelopes  and  there  will  be  a  new  mailing  permit.  Williams 
stated  that  the  savings  from  these  two  items  would  be  almost  enough  in  a  year  to  pay  for 
an  additional  8-page  signature  for  one  issue  and  suggested  that  the  Board  might  like  to 
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use  these  extra  pages  for  the  October  issue.  Corlew  so  moved,  Stahiy  seconded,  and 
the  motion  passed. 

Registrar  Nelson  reported  that  730  irises  have  been  registered  this  year  and  asked 
how  many  copies  of  the  1986  Registrations  and  Introductions  should  be  printed,  Mullin 
stated  that  in  1 985  1 ,000  copies  were  printed  at  a  cost  of  $1 ,21 5.95  plus  freight,  for  a 
total  of  $1 ,258.45,  and  the  books  were  sold  for  $4.00  each.  Stahiy  moved  that  the  same 
number  by  printed  this  year,  1,000  copies,  to  be  sold  for  $4.00  each.  Machulak 
seconded,  and  the  motion  carried. 

Publications  Sales  Director  Heathcock  reported  total  sales  of  $23,186.06  and  pre¬ 
sented  a  complete  listing  of  the  current  inventory.  The  stock  of  lapel  pins  is  low,  and  that 
matter  was  deferred  until  the  discussion  of  new  business.  Heathcock  stated  that  it  is 
time  to  print  a  new  membership  list,  as  it  had  been  voted  before  that  a  new  one  should 
be  printed  every  three  years.  Williams  moved  that  the  Membership  Secretary  be 
authorized  to  have  300  copies  printed.  Barr  seconded,  and  the  motion  passed. 

Stayer  reported  for  Affiliates  Chairman  Copeland.  The  following  requirements  for 
annual  affiliation  with  the  AIS  were  proposed: 

1 .  All  officers  of  the  local  society  must  be  members  of  the  AIS. 

2.  Any  officer  whose  membership  expires  shall  cause  the  society  to  lose  affiliation  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year. 

3.  There  must  be  at  least  10  members  in  the  local  society. 

4.  The  society  must  participate  in  the  AIS  system  of  registrations  and  awards  and 
must  adhere  to  AIS  show  rules. 

5.  If  one  of  the  following  requirements  is  met,  societies  will  be  affiliated  without 
charge: 

a.  Societies  with  80  or  less  total  members  must  have  50%  AIS  members. 

b.  Societies  with  40  or  more  AIS  members  regardless  of  total  members. 

6.  The  society  must  state  its  affiliation  with  the  AIS  on  show  schedules,  publications, 
and  publicity  releases,  including  when  possible  an  invitation  to  join  the  AIS. 

7.  A  society  must  submit  annually  a  list  of  its  officers  and  members  to  the  RVP  of  its 
region,  who  will  verify  AIS  membership.  FAILURE  TO  REPORT  WILL  RESULT  IN 
AUTOMATIC  DISQUALIFICATION. 

Rockwell  moved,  Gates  seconded,  requirements  be  accepted.  The  motion  passed. 
There  are  now  a  total  of  127  affiliates. 

Awards  Chairman  Waite  presented  a  complete  chart  of  the  awards  structure  (as 
revised  to  1986).  Official  ballots  were  mailed  to  954  accredited  judges,  and  756  were 
returned  by  the  July  10th  deadline.  7,250  symposium  ballots  were  printed  at  a  cost  of 
$695.00.  447  irises  were  listed.  Twenty-three  regions  reported  results.  Not  all  regions 
reported  the  numbers  voting,  so  the  percentage  of  members  participating  could  not  be 
reported.  Other  expenses  came  to  a  total  of  $1 46.64.  There  was  an  objection  to  the  use 
of  the  abbreviation  JAP  on  the  ballot;  henceforth,  JA  will  be  used  for  the  abbreviation  of 
Japanese.  There  are  25  silver  medals  left  in  the  Awards  Committee  safe  deposit  box. 

Convention  Liaison  Corlew  reported  on  details  of  future  convention  schedules  and 
told  of  his  recent  visit  to  Phoenix,  the  site  of  the  1987  convention.  Corlew  then  read  a 
letter  from  the  West  Tennessee  Iris  Society  inviting  the  Board  to  hold  its  fall  meeting  in 
Memphis  in  1 987  and  moved  that  the  invitation  be  accepted.  Machulak  seconded,  and 
the  motion  carried.  A  letter  from  the  Fort  Worth  Iris  Society  was  read  next.  It  contained 
an  invitation  to  the  Board  to  hold  its  fall  meeting  November  4,  5  and  6,  1988,  in  Fort 
Worth,  and  Corlew  moved  that  the  invitation  be  accepted.  Barr  seconded.  The  motion 
passed.  Before  reading  a  third  letter,  Corlew  said  that  1995  would  be  the  75th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  AIS  and  that  the  next  invitation  would  be  very  appropriate.  The  invitation 
came  from  Region  3  to  host  the  spring  convention  in  1995;  the  group  most  involved 
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would  be  the  Susquehanna  Iris  Society.  The  AIS  was  founded  in  Pennsylvania  in  1 920. 
Corlew  moved,  Rasmussen  seconded,  that  the  invitation  be  accepted.  The  motion 

passed. 

The  report  of  Exhibitions  Chairman  Burch  was  read  by  Stayer.  There  were  158  show 
schedules  approved  and  one  show  was  disapproved.  One  hundred  forty-seven  shows 
were  held;  however,  the  show  report  for  one  show  was  never  received.  One  of  the  shows 
held  did  not  have  sufficient  entries  to  quality  for  AIS  awards;  therefore,  there  are  no 
medal  winners  listed  in  the  show  results  report  for  that  show.  Three  irises:  BEVERLY 
SILLS,  TITAN’S  GLORY,  and  SONG  OF  NORWAY  tied  for  the  Nelson  Award,  winning  the 
Best  Specimen  four  times. 

Foundation  Liaison  Pettijohn  reported  that  the  University  of  Nebraska  has  the  scorch 
research  project  underway.  Annie  Roble  is  the  graduate  student  doing  the  work.  There 
is  a  second  project  going  (not  a  Foundation  project)  in  Region  21 ,  at  the  University  of 
Iowa,  which  may  be  helpful.  Pettijohn  stated  that  the  Foundation  was  named  a  defen¬ 
dant  in  a  suit  involving  Helen  McCaughey’s  will.  The  Foundation  is  actually  a  residual 
legatee.  The  two  trustees  named  in  the  will  have  been  dismissed.  It  will  probably  be  a 
long  time,  however,  before  the  Foundation  realizes  any  benefit  from  the  will.  Books  and 
artifacts  were  also  left  to  the  Foundation,  but  one  way  or  another  they  have  disappeared 
from  storage.  Pettijohn  asked  everyone  to  take  the  message  back  to  the  regions  that 
donations  to  the  Foundation  are  needed.  The  Foundation  is  not  able  at  the  present  time 
to  operate  solely  out  of  income. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  until  8:30,  Saturday  morning. 

Stayer  read  a  letter  and  a  report  from  Historical  Committee  Chairman  Harder,  who 
was  unable  to  be  present.  Harder  stated  that  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ponca 
Library,  where  the  AIS  historical  files  are  housed,  has  not  met  recently,  so  nothing  has 
been  done  to  resolve  the  legal  status  of  the  files  with  respect  to  ownership.  This  matter 
was  brought  up  at  the  San  Jose  Board  meeting  in  the  spring.  He  reported  further  on 
what  is  being  collected  and  requested  funds  for  help  with  filing  and  for  subscriptions, 
etc.  These  requests  will  be  considered  when  the  1986-87  budget  is  discussed  later  in 
the  meeting.  Williams  moved,  Rockwell  seconded,  that  the  secretary  and  the  president 
be  authorized  to  contact  the  Ponca,  Nebraska,  Library  as  soon  as  possible  to  make 
legal  arrangements  for  the  disposition  of  the  AIS  files  and  artifacts  at  some  future  date. 
The  motion  passed. 

The  report  of  Honorary  Awards  Chairman  Stahly  was  deferred  until  later  in  the 
meeting. 

Judges  Handbook  Revision  Chairman  Williams  stated  that  there  are  enough  copies 
on  hand  for  another  year. 

Judges  and  Judges  Training  Chairman  Crick  recommended  approval  of  the  1987 
roster  of  judges  which  includes  the  following  list  of  new  Master  Judges: 


Mr.  W.  H.  Clough,  Ptttsfield,  PA 
Dr.  Roy  Epperson,  High  Point,  NC 
Mr.  Robert  C.  Walsh,  Fruitland  Park,  FL 
Mrs.  Robert  C.  Walsh,  Fruitland  Park,  FL 
Mrs.  Roger  A.  Miller,  Ossian,  IN 
Mrs.  Henry  Rabe,  Fort  Mitchell,  KY 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Wilder,  Nashville,  TN 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Amy,  Lafayette,  LA 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Allison,  Meridian,  ID 
Mr.  Sam  Reece,  Fresno,  CA 
Mrs.  Sven  I.  Thoolen,  Orinda,  CA 


Mr.  Bryce  Williamson,  Campbell,  CA 

Mrs.  Valera  V.  Chenoweth,  Lemon  Grove,  CA 

Mrs.  Martin  H.  Dean,  New  Braunfels,  TX 

Mrs.  Harley  L.  King,  Tulia,  TX 

Mrs.  Otis  Skinner,  Yorktown,  TX 

Mrs.  Leon  Wolford,  Whitewright,  TX 

Mr.  Calvin  H.  Helsley,  Mansfield,  MO 

Rev.  Robert  R.  Jeffries,  Healy,  KS 

Mr.  Delbert  O.  Long,  Virgil,  KS 

Mrs.  Delbert  O.  Long,  Virgil,  KS 

Dr.  Norman  Noe,  Martinsville,  NJ 
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Mrs.  Paul  Anderson,  La  Salle,  CO 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Hollingsworth,  Lake  Bluff,  IL 
Mrs.  Dwane  Quinn,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
Mr.  James  L.  Ennenga,  Omaha,  NE 
Ms.  Barbara  Mapes,  Lincoln,  NE 
Mrs.  Evangeline  Martindale,  Sioux  Falls,  SD 
Mr.  Hooker  Nichols,  Woodward,  OK 


Mr.  Cleo  Palmer,  Geary,  OK 
Mrs.  Walter  C.  White,  Albuquerque 
NM 

Mrs.  N.  E.  H.  Caldwell,  Australia 
Mr.  Alan  Johnson,  Australia 
Dr.  Gordon  B.  Loveridge,  Australia 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Collins,  New  Zealand 


Crick  also  reported  the  need  to  have  a  standard  Judges  Activity  Report  for  all  regions. 
Stahly  moved,  Rockwell  seconded,  that  Crick  proceed  toward  developing  such  a 
report  form.  There  was  discussion  of  the  requirements  for  reinstatement  of  judges  and 
of  the  requirements  for  maintaining  status  as  an  accredited  judge.  It  was  emphasized 
that  for  garden  judges  to  have  fulfilled  the  requirements  they  must  have  had  five  hours 
training  in  the  three-year  period  ending  on  August  1  of  the  year  reappointment  is 
requested . 

Voting  members  of  the  Board  went  into  Executive  Session  for  the  purpose  of  consid¬ 
ering  recommendations  for  Emeritus  Judge.  In  regular  session  Mullin  reported  that  the 
Board  had  approved  the  appointment  of  two  Emeritus  Judges  for  1987:  Dr.  Currier 
McEwen  of  Region  1  and  Mr.  Richard  Pettijohn  of  Region  21. 

Stayer  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Judges  and  Judges  Training  Chairman  be 
accepted.  Thoolen  seconded.  The  motion  passed. 

The  report  of  Membership  Contest  Chairman  Lineberger  was  read  by  President 
Mullin.  Regions  2  and  18  are  participating  this  year,  in  addition  to  the  seven  already 
participating.  Following  Lineberger’s  recommendation,  Machulak  moved  that  a  new 
division  of  the  Membership  Contest  be  created  for  affiliates,  with  each  affiliate  deciding 
whether  to  participate  as  an  affiliate  or  as  individual  members,  and  with  an  award 
plaque  given  to  the  winner  of  each  division.  Corlew  seconded,  and  the  motion  carried. 
Other  matters  pertaining  to  the  contest  were  discussed,  but  no  action  was  taken. 

Policy  Chairman  Rasmussen  reported  that  he  has  checked  the  minutes  from  1 972  to 

1986  for  policy  changes  and  will  shortly  be  turning  his  files  over  to  a  new  Policy 
Committee  Chairman.  It  is  hoped  that  these  records  can  be  computerized  for  easy 
access. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  from  9:45  a.m.  until  10:00  a.m. 

Public  Relations  Chairman  Rice  brought  to  the  meeting  the  advance  shipment  of 

1987  calendars,  which  were  much  admired.  The  selling  price  will  be  the  same  as  for 
last  year’s  calendars:  $5.00  each  for  10  or  more  in  the  same  order.  Williams  moved, 
Machulak  seconded,  that  Rice  proceed  with  plans  for  the  1988  calendar.  The  motion 
carried. 

Rice  then  stated  that  Irises  for  Everyone  is  in  need  of  being  updated,  while  there  are 
still  a  number  of  copies  of  the  first  edition  in  stock,  and  that  she  would  like  to  make  these 
copies  available  to  members  and  societies  in  packs  of  ten  at  a  lower  price  which  would 
take  care  of  postage  and  handling,  etc.  Corlew  moved,  Thoolen  seconded,  that  the 
booklets  be  made  available  in  packs  of  ten  for  the  cost  of  postage.  After  discussion  the 
motion  was  amended  to  change  the  cost  to  $2.00  and  to  say  that  this  price  was  limited 
to  this  edition.  The  motion  carried.  Rice  mentioned  that  there  had  been  requests  from 
growers  who  wished  to  use  color  separations  from  Irises  for  Everyone  in  their  catalogs, 
with  credit  given  to  the  AIS;  it  was  agreed  that  this  would  be  good  publicity  for  the  AIS. 
Rice  mentioned,  also,  that  she  would  like  the  Board  to  be  thinking  about  putting 
together  a  new  set  of  post  cards. 

Rasmussen  reported  at  this  time  on  a  project  designed  to  get  a  U.  S.  postage  stamp 
featuring  native  American  irises  issued  in  honor  of  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  American 
Iris  Society;  he  has  contacted  Elaine  Hulbert,  chairman  of  the  Species  Iris  Group  of 
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North  America,  who  is  putting  together  pictures  and  information  toward  this  end. 
Rasmussen  moved  that  the  Board  approve  the  concept  of  seeking  to  have  such  a 
stamp  issued  for  the  75th  anniversary  with  a  further  report  to  come  at  the  spring  Board 
meeting.  Barr  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

Rice  reported  further  that  the  display  screen  has  been  used  extensively,  especially  at 
trade  fairs  and  horticulture  shows,  and  she  asked  for  permission  to  purchase  a  new 
case  for  the  screen,  with  rollers,  and  to  replace  some  of  the  velcro-backed  pictures;  the 
cost  of  the  case  would  be  about  $1 50.00  and  for  the  pictures  about  $1 00.00.  Rockwell 
so  moved,  and  Stayer  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

There  was  no  report  from  Registrations  Chairman  Keppel. 

Stayer  read  a  report  from  Robins  Chairman  Badger.  Badger  listed  eighteen  active 
divisions,  one  of  which  is  new,  the  MDB.  There  are  528  members,  a  gain  of  56  since  the 
last  report  in  April  of  this  year.  There  are  four  inactive  divisions. 

RVP  Counselor  Machulak  had  no  report  at  this  time  but  will  present  his  recommenda¬ 
tions  later  in  the  meeting.  Mullin  reported  some  favorable  comments  from  RVPs 
concerning  the  new  RVP  Handbook. 

Stayer  read  a  letter  from  Chairman  McEwen  of  the  Scientific  Committee  in  which  he 
outlined  a  request  from  the  Committee  for  a  supplemental  grant  of  $500.00  for  Pro¬ 
fessor  Homer  Metcalf  to  complete  his  research  begun  in  1981  of  the  idiograms  or 
karyotypes  of  chromosomes  of  all  published  species  of  iris;  the  project  has  since 
expanded  to  include  the  entire  family  Iridaceae  on  a  world-wide  basis.  Barr  moved  that 
the  Board  consider  a  supplemental  grant  of  $500.00  to  Professor  Metcalf.  Corlew 
seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

There  was  no  report  on  the  Sections  or  from  the  Slides  Committee. 

Mullin  read  a  letter  from  Test  Garden  Chairman  Jones  in  which  Jones  stated  that 
there  are  three  test  gardens  at  present,  one  for  tall  bearded  irises,  one  for  remontant 
irises,  and  one  for  Japanese  irises.  A  proposal  to  establish  a  test  garden  on  the 
grounds  of  a  prison  did  not  work  out;  a  community  display  garden  was  established 
there  instead.  Jones  is  working  on  a  proposal  to  establish  a  test  garden  in  California  for 
Japanese  irises  and  Louisiana  irises. 

Youth  Chairman  Gates  reported  an  increase  of  fifteen  youth  members  during  the  last 
year.  In  Region  5  the  number  of  youth  members  was  more  than  doubled.  Written  reports 
will  be  sent  to  RVPs  along  with  information  about  the  Youth  Achievement  Contest; 
because  of  the  early  date  of  the  Phoenix  convention  next  spring,  the  deadline  for 
nominations  will  be  January  31  st.  Gates  urged  those  writing  nominating  letters  to  follow 
the  guidelines  carefully. 

Williams  at  this  time  brought  up  a  matter  which  has  caused  some  concern  at  a 
number  of  iris  shows,  the  fact  that  youth  members  sometimes  enter  irises  in  the  Youth 
Division  of  a  show  when  in  fact  they  have  not  been  wholly  responsible  for  the  care  and 
maintenance  of  those  irises.  Williams  moved  that  the  Board  go  on  record  as  reaffirming 
the  policy  that  all  irises  entered  in  the  Youth  Division  of  an  AIS  accredited  show  must 
have  been  planted  and  maintained  by  the  youth  exhibitor  whose  name  appears  on  the 
entry  tag.  Hobbs  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

Prior  to  the  lunch  break  Mullin  spoke  to  the  group  about  the  Phoenix  area  where  the 
convention  will  be  held  next  spring  and  about  the  beautiful  irises  of  all  kinds  which  are 
grown  there.  Corlew  concurred,  and  both  urged  everyone  to  spread  the  word  and  plan 
to  attend. 

The  meeting  was  then  recessed  for  lunch,  to  reconvene  at  1 :00  p.m. 

Scholarship  Committee  Chairman  Gates  read  a  proposal  from  the  Committee. 

The  AIS  scholarship  as  approved  at  the  Fall  1 985  AIS  Board  meeting  in  Oklahoma 

City  will  be  implemented  as  follows:  The  scholarship  will  be  advertised  by  appropri- 
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ate  means  such  as  journals  in  the  plant  science  field,  graduate  studies  departments 
and  directors  of  financial  aid.  The  deadline  for  application  will  be  March  1st.  The 
application  is  to  include  a  resume,  a  school  transcript,  an  outline  of  the  applicant’s 
research  program  or  goals,  and  verification  of  all  the  above  from  an  academic 
advisor  or  other  school  official.  Applicants  must  be  U.  S.  citizens. 

Applicants  will  be  reviewed  by  the  selection  committee,  and  the  winner  an¬ 
nounced  at  the  spring  AIS  Board  meeting. 

The  initial  $1,000.00  will  be  awarded  after  receiving  proof  of  enrollment.  The 
remaining  $1 ,000.00  will  be  given  after  completion  of  the  first  semester  or  other  mid¬ 
point  of  the  program,  after  receiving  a  progress  report  from  the  student’s  advisor.  At 
the  completion  of  the  student’s  work,  the  AIS  should  be  given  a  copy  of  the  thesis  or 
other  written  report  with  rights  of  publication.  This  report  will  be  turned  over  to  the 
scientific  committee. 

Gates  moved,  Stahly  seconded,  that  this  proposal  be  accepted.  The  motion  passed. 
Gates  then  moved  that,  upon  the  receipt  of  verification  of  his  credentials,  Bobby  D. 
Bennett,  of  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  be  awarded  the  scholarship  for  the  current  year. 
Stahly  seconded,  and  the  motion  carried. 

There  was  no  report  from  the  Library  Committee  at  this  time. 

Rasmussen  reported  for  the  committee  appointed  to  study  Board  policy  regarding 
action  taken  at  Portland,  Oregon,  in  1972,  concerning  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
salaried  employees  of  the  AIS  who  are  required  to  attend  meetings.  The  committee 
presented  the  following  statements  for  the  approval  of  the  Board: 

1 .  The  policy  be  that  no  AIS  funds  be  given  to  any  Board  member  or  committee 
chairman  or  administrative  officer  to  attend  Board  meetings,  or  to  attend  AIS 
Conventions. 

2.  Voting  AIS  Board  members  should  attend  all  regularly  called  Board  meetings 
unless  they  have  a  personal  reason  for  absence.  It  is  so  noted  that  the  by-laws 
require  a  majority  of  voting  Board  members  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  Society. 
Committee  chairmen  are  not  required  to  attend  as  their  reports  to  the  Board  should 
be  in  writing,  even  though  their  attendance  is  a  help  to  the  Board. 

3)  That  the  AIS  continue  as  a  group  of  volunteers,  with  the  exception  of  Editor, 
Advertising  Editor,  Membership  Secretary,  and  Registrar,  who  receive  compensa¬ 
tion  for  services  rendered  to  carry  out  their  duties. 

Rasmussen  moved,  Stayer  seconded,  that  the  Board  place  these  policy  statements  in 
effect.  The  motion  passed. 

Stayer  read  a  letter  from  Attorney  Spain,  concerning  501  (c)(3)  status.  Mr.  Spain  had 
sent  some  documents  for  the  required  signatures,  and  he  will  soon  be  ready  to  make 
application  to  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  for  the  above  tax  status  for  the  AIS.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  application  and  review  by  the  IRS  will  be  finished  within  six  to  nine 
months. 

Action  on  the  cost  of  Bronze  and  Silver  Show  Medals  was  delayed  until  the  Spring 
meeting. 

Mullin  brought  up  the  matter  of  AIS  Gold  Medals  and  the  possibility  of  having  new 
ones  made.  Stahly  moved  that  the  new  president  appoint  a  committee  to  look  into  the 
possibility  of  making  new  gold  medals.  Rockwell  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

At  this  time  Mullin  presented  President-elect  Rasmussen  with  the  gavel  and  congrat¬ 
ulated  him  upon  becoming  the  new  President  of  the  American  Iris  Society.  President 
Rasmussen  accepted  the  gavel  and  praised  Mullin  for  his  fine  work  as  President.  He 
then  presented  Mullin  with  a  life  membership  in  the  AIS  on  behalf  of  the  Society. 

Mullin  nominated  Waite  for  First  Vice  President.  Rockwell  seconded.  Corlew  moved 
that  the  nominations  cease  and  the  secretary  cast  a  unanimous  ballot.  Barr  seconded. 
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The  motion  passed  and  Waite  was  elected  First  Vice  President. 

Machulak  nominated  Williams  for  Second  Vice  President.  Crick  seconded.  Mullin 
moved  that  the  nominations  cease  and  the  secretary  cast  a  unanimous  ballot.  Barr 
seconded.  The  motion  passed  and  Williams  was  elected  Second  Vice  President. 

Mullin  nominated  Stayer  for  Secretary.  Waite  seconded.  Barr  moved  that  the  nomina¬ 
tions  cease.  Thoolen  seconded.  The  motion  passed  and  Stayer  was  elected  Secretary. 

Corlew  nominated  Thoolen  for  Treasurer.  Mullin  seconded.  Waite  moved  that  the 
nominations  cease  and  the  secretary  cast  a  unanimous  ballot.  Stayer  seconded  and 
Thoolen  was  elected  Treasurer. 

Rasmussen  announced  that  the  position  of  Editor  is  open  for  the  present.  The 
January  issue  of  the  Bulletin  will  be  Editor  Keppel’s  last,  and  there  will  be  guest  editors 
for  the  next  three  issues.  Rasmussen  will  place  a  notice  in  the  January  issue  asking  for 
resumes  from  those  interested  in  having  the  job.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
continue  the  search  for  a  new  editor,  to  receive  and  analyze  any  responses  to  the 
Bulletin  notice,  and  to  come  to  the  spring  Board  meeting  with  a  proposal  for  filling  this 
position;  those  appointed  were  Barr,  chairman,  Rice  and  Rockwell.  It  was  further  stated 
that  each  guest  editor  will  submit  to  the  secretary  a  bill  for  services  for  that  one  time. 

For  the  Honorary  Awards  Committee,  Chairman  Stahly  presented  the  names  of  Mrs. 
Raymond  A.  Rich  for  the  Hybridizer’s  Medal  and  Ronald  Mullin  for  the  Distinguished 
Service  Medal.  The  Board  went  into  executive  session  to  consider  this  proposal. 
Following  executive  session  Rasmussen  announced  that  there  was  unanimous  approv¬ 
al  of  Mrs.  Rich  for  the  Hybridizer’s  Medal  and  for  Mullin  for  the  Distinguished  Service 
Medal. 

Rasmussen  recommended  the  appointments  of  the  following  officers:  Nelson  as 
Registrar,  Ramsey  as  Membership  Chairman,  Barr  as  Recording  Secretary,  and  Heath- 
cock  as  Publication  Sales  Director.  Thoolen  moved,  Machulak  seconded,  that  the 
appointments  be  approved.  The  motion  carried.  Williams  was  recommended  as  Man¬ 
aging  Editor.  Machulak  moved,  Barr  seconded,  that  the  appointment  be  approved.  The 
motion  carried. 

The  following,  having  been  recommended  by  their  respective  regions  as  new  RVPs, 
were  recommended  by  RVP  Counselor  Machulak: 

Region  1  Mrs.  Kenneth  Waite  Region  17 

Region  2  James  Burke  Region  20 

Region  4  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg  Region  21 

Region  5  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines  Region  23 

Corlew  moved  that  the  appointments  be  approved.  Rockwell  seconded.  The  motion 
carried. 

Machulak  moved  that  all  RVP  who  have  not  served  three  years  be  reappointed. 
Stayer  seconded  and  the  motion  carried. 

A  resolution  was  made  to  express  appreciation  to  the  RVPs  who  have  completed  their 
terms. 

Rasmussen  recognized  Mrs.  Rita  Kinsella,  of  Region  9,  who  brought  to  the  Board’s 
attention  a  matter  of  regional  concern.  There  was  some  discussion,  and  Rasmussen 
thanked  Mrs.  Kinsella,  stating  that  the  Executive  Committee  will  take  this  matter  under 
advisement. 

Rasmussen  stated  that  in  the  Bulletin’s  listing  of  officers  four  of  the  officers  are 
administrative  offices,  Registrar,  Membership  Secretary,  Publication  Sales  Director  and 
Recording  Secretary;  it  is  his  feeling  that  these  offices  should  be  listed  as  admin¬ 
istrative  offices,  as  those  holding  the  offices  do  not  have  a  vote  unless  they  are 
directors,  also.  Thoolen  so  moved,  and  Stayer  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 


Mrs.  Charles  A.  Howard 
Jess  V.  Quintana 
Charles  T.  Claussen 
David  R.  Hooten 
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Rasmussen  recommended  the  appointment  of  the  following  chairmen  of  standing 
committees: 


Affiliates:  Copeland 
Awards:  Waite 
Convention  Liaison:  Corlew 
Exhibitions:  Hobbs 
Foundation  Liaison:  Pettijohn 
Historical:  Harder 
Honorary  Awards:  Mullin 
Judges  and  Judges  Training:  Crick 
Membership  Contest:  Lineberger 
Policy:  Barr 


Public  Relations:  Rice 
Registrations:  Keppel 
Robins:  Badger 
RVP  Counselor:  Machulak 
Scholarship:  Gates 
Scientific:  McEwen 
Section  Liaison:  Waite 
Slides:  H.  Shockey 
Test  Gardens:  Jones 
Youth:  Gates 


Stayer  moved  that  these  appointments  be  approved.  The  motion  was  seconded  and 
passed. 

Rasmussen  recommended  the  following  at  large  appointments  to  the  Honorary 
Awards  Committee:  Melba  Hamblen,  Carol  Ramsey,  and  Joseph  Ghio.  Thoolen  moved 
that  these  appointments  be  approved.  The  motion  was  seconded  and  passed. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  at  2:40  p.m.  until  3  o’clock. 

Rasmussen  appointed  the  following  committee  to  study  the  matter  of  obtaining  a 
new  gold  medal:  Corlew,  chairman,  Stahly  and  Waite. 

Next  on  the  agenda  was  the  Standard  Banking  Resolution  for  change  of  officers. 
Stayer  stated  that  she  has  all  the  papers  and  cards  which  need  signatures.  This  matter 
can  be  taken  care  of  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

In  discussion  of  the  transfer  of  materials  to  new  officers  and  committee  chairmen,  it 
seemed  that  the  Exhibitions  Committee  has  more  supplies  to  move.  This  material 
should  be  transferred  from  former  chairman  Burch  to  the  new  chairman,  Emma  Hobbs, 
before  January  1st. 

The  question  of  the  AIS  copyright  on  the  Bulletin  was  brought  up.  It  is  not  cear 
whether  there  is  a  copyright  or  what  the  number  might  be.  Rasmussen  asked  Stayer  to 
write  to  the  proper  persons  to  resolve  this  question. 

Managing  Editor  Williams  reported  on  the  new  contract  with  the  Williams  Printing  Co. 
of  Nashville,  TN.  Printing  costs  have  increased  by  2.5%.  However,  Williams  feels  that 
savings  on  a  new  bulk  mailing  permit  and  new  mailing  envelopes  will  more  than  offset 
the  increase,  and  he  moved  that  the  Board  accept  the  new  contract.  Rockwell  sec¬ 
onded.  The  motion  pased.  Stayer  spoke  about  information  she  had  obtained  about 
bulk  mailing  as  opposed  to  the  2nd  class  permit  which  the  AIS  now  has.  Following 
discussion  about  the  different  problems  with  the  mailing  of  the  Bulletin,  Williams  moved 
that  the  secretary  be  given  the  authority  to  make  all  decisions  concerning  the  mailings 
of  the  Bulletin.  Rockwell  seconded.  The  motion  passed. 

Rasmussen  stated  that  he  will  ask  Ramsey  to  look  into  the  matter  of  having  new  AIS 
lapel  pins  made. 

Rasmussen  read  a  letter  from  the  Chicago  Botanic  Gardens  concerning  some 
scientific  research  which  they  are  planning;  he  will  write  for  more  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  project. 

Corlew  announced  the  dates  of  the  1 987  fall  Board  meeting.  It  will  be  held  October 
30,  31,  and  November  1. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  at  4:30  p.m.  for  dinner,  to  reconvene  at  8:30  p.m. 

Following  the  dinner  recess,  the  Board  met  again  to  discuss  the  proposed  budget. 
During  discussion,  Barr  moved,  Corlew  seconded,  that  the  Board  approve  a  grant  of 
$500.00  to  Professor  Homer  Metcalf  to  finish  his  research  project.  The  Board  had  voted 
earlier  to  consider  this  action.  The  motion  passed.  After  other  changes  were  consid- 
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ered  and  made,  Stayer  moved  that  the  Board  accept  the  Budget  as  amended.  Gates 
seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

President  Rasmussen  expressed  the  appreciation  of  the  AIS  Board  to  the  Tulsa  Area 
Iris  Society  for  their  wonderful  hospitality. 

Rasmussen  declared  the  meeting  adjourned  at  9:40  p.m. 

Claire  Barr, 
Recording  Secretary 
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THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  CONDENSED 
FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30,  1986 


CASH  IN  BANK,  SEPTEMBER  30,  1985 
Operating  Funds  96,901 

Restricted  Funds  89,608 

INCOME,  10/1/85—9/30/86 
EXPENSES,  10/1/85—9/30/86 

CASH  IN  BANK.  SEPTEMBER  30,  1986 


Operating  Funds 
Restricted  Funds 


Membership  Dues 
Bulletin 
Advertising 
Back  Issues 

Registrations 

Sales 

AIS  Publications 
Other  Books  &  Mdse. 

Committees 
Section  Dues 
Gifts 

Earned  Interest 
Other 


Bulletin 

Secretary 

Membership  Secretary 
Registrar 
Sales  Director 
AIS  Publications 
Other  Books  &  Mdse. 
General  Expenses 

Other  Officers 
Committees 
RVP  Expenses 
Sections  Expenses 
Section  Dues 
Accounting  &  Insurance 
Other 


INCOME 

55,992 

12,374 

410 

12,784 

3,020 

17,886 

6,138 

24,023 

9,350 

4,613 

9,823 

17,218 

1,577 


EXPENSES 

47,082 

1,248 

18,316 

4,052 

28,244 

8,583 

822 

37,649 

1,036 

18,503 

589 

255 

4,613 

6,068 

5,222 


186,509 

138,399 

144,634) 

180,274 


97,501 

82,773 

180,274 


138,399 


144,634 


Authorized  Salaried  Personnel: 


Advertising  Editor 

3,000 

Editor 

2,400 

Membership  Secretary 

2,400 

Registrar-Recorder 

3,000 
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2.  Mail  Subscription 

(Paid  and/or  requested) 

6261 

6611 

C.  TOTAL  PAID  AND/OR  REQUESTED  CIRCULATION 
( Sum  of  !  OBI  and  10B2) 

6261 

6611 

D.  FREE  DISTRIBUTION  BY  MAIL,  CARRIER  OR  OTHER  MEANS 
SAMPLES,  COMPLIMENTARY,  AND  OTHER  FREE  COPIES 

41 

7 

E.  TOTAL  DISTRIBUTION  (Sum  of  C  and  D) 

6302 

6618 

F.  COPIES  NOT  DISTRIBUTED 

1.  Office  use,  left  over,  unaccounted,  spoiled  after  printing 

807 

732 

2.  Return  from  News  Agents 

G.  TOTAL  (Sum  of  E,  FI  and  2 -should  equal  net  press  run  shown  in  A ) 

7109 

7350 

1  certify  that  the  statements  made  by 
me  above  are  correct  and  complete 

2 

SIGNATURE  AND  TITLE  OF  EDITOR.  PUBLISHER,  BUSINESS  MANAGER.  OR  OWNER 

C.  Jeane  Stayer,  Secretary  AIS 

PS  Form  3526,  Dec.  1985  (See  instruction  on  reverse) 
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P.  O.  BOX  8173 


KEITH  KEPPEL 

STOCKTON,  CA  95208 


New  for  7987 

BODACIOUS  (Keppel)  EM  36"  (Gigolo  sib  X  Queen  in  Calico)  Pinard 
yellow  ground  plic,  hematite  red  suffusion  and  dark  purplish  rose 

hafts  . . . $25.00 

BOLD  GOLD  (Gatty)  M  35"  (Gold  Galore  X  (Shining  Light  x  Honey 
Rae))  Brilliant  dandelion  gold  with  marigold  orange  beards  $25.00 
CANDLEGLEAM  (Keppel)  EH  38"  ((Marmalade  sib  x  Firewater)  X 
sib)  Soft  yellow  with  apricot  cast,  falls  with  cream  white  centers. 

Bright  orange-red  beards . $25.00 

EVENING  GOWN  (Ghio)  H  38"  (Good  Knight  X  Silent  Majesty)  Rich, 
dark  blackish-violet  with  lustrous  sheen,  super  branching  and  bud 

count. . . $25.00 

FRENCH  PASTRY  (Gatty)  ML  32"  (Eden  X  Venus  Rising)  Light  pink 
standards,  falls  warm  white  with  pink  hafts  and  margins.  Bittersweet 

pink  beards  . . $30.00 

LOVELY  GLOW  (Gatty)  M  35"  (((Shining  Light  x  Honey  Rae)  x 
Dream  Affair)  X  Candlegleam)  Soft  pastel  apricot,  ruffled  and  lightly 

laced . $25.00 

POLAR  SEAS  (Keppel)  E  35"  (reverse  sib  to  Snowbrook)  Light  blue 
standards,  campanula  violet  falls  with  1 W'  white  spot,  blue  beards 

. . . $25.00 

PRESENCE  (Gatty)  EM  32"  ((Paradise  sib  x  sib)  X  Simply  Pretty) 
Large  mauve-toned  light  pink  with  great  branching  and  bud  count 

. $30.00 

SATIN  SIREN  (Gatty)  M  36"  (Pretty  Lady  X  (Bonbon  sib  x  Play  girl)) 

Wide  medium  pink  self,  all  ruffled  and  laced . $35.00 

SKYBLAZE  (Keppel)  M  35"  ((Firewater  x  (inv.  Marquesan  Skies, 
Babbling  Brook,  Morning  Breeze,  Jones  sdlgs.  x  Intuition) )  X  (Vivien  x 
(Actress  x  Firewater)))  Clear  chicory  blue  with  prominent  tomato  red 

beards . $30.00 

SNOWBROOK  (Keppel)  EM  36"  ((inv.  Vaudeville  and  sibs.  Montage, 
Charmed  Circle,  Gene  Wild,  Majorette,  Rococo)  X  Charmed  Life)  Pure 
white,  with  columbine  blue  hafts  and  precise  W  plicata  border  on 

falls  only  . . $35.00 

SUNNY  AND  WARM  (Gatty)  EML  38"  ((((Princess  x  Grand  Waltz)  x 
Bonbon  sib)  x  Paradise  sib)  X  Catalyst)  Lemon-toned  yellow  bitone 
with  fantastic  branching  and  bud  count.  Heavily  ruffled  and  pleated, 

sometimes  a  bit  of  lace . $25.00 

Medians 

PAL  SAM  (Gatty)  Standard  Dwarf.  M  12"  (Peso  sib  X  Soft  Air) 
Standards  white,  with  wide  imperial  purple  border;  falls  with  small 

maroon  purple  haft  area  and  wire  rim.  Excellent  stalks _ $10.00 

DOLL  (Keppel)  Intermediate.  M  22"  (Logo  sib)  Apricot  cream  ground, 
with  rosy  mauve  standards,  hafts  and  fall  margins.  Very  wide  form 

. . . $15.00 

Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling. 
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1987  Introductions  by 
NATHAN  &  THELMA  RUDOLPH 

CARVED  ORANGE — Sdlg.  82-41:  (orange  sdlg.  X  Fringed  Lace)  TB,  32",  M. 
Overall  color  is  medium  orange.  Wide,  round,  ruffled,  closed  standards 
are  solid  orange  with  a  slight  pinkish  overlay.  The  wide,  round,  horizontal, 
ruffled  falls  are  light  orange  with  a  wide  deeper  orange  band.  Fragrant. 
Wide  red  beards.  Six  or  more  buds.  Fertile  both  ways.  Very  sunfast.  (See 
inside  back  cover  this  Bulletin  for  color  photo) . $30.00 

PASTEL  ETCHING — Sdlg.  80-36:  (Lavender  Ribbon  X  Fringed  Lace)  TB,  32",  M. 
Overall  color  is  medium  orchid.  Wide,  round,  upright  standards  are  medi¬ 
um  orchid.  Th,e  wide,  round,  horizontal  falls  are  light  orchid  with  a  wide 
deeper  orchid  band.  Very  ruffled  and  fragrant.  Blue  tipped  yellow  beards. 
Four  branches  with  6  buds.  Fertile  both  ways.  (See  inside  back  cover  this 
Bulletin  for  color  photo) . $25.00 

POMPON  ONE — Sdlg.  80-67:  (Lilac  Frost  X  Oriental  Etching)  TB,  30",  L.  Overall 
color  is  an  exotic  combination  of  tan,  orchid,  yellow  and  white.  The  4X2"  x 
6"  blooms  have  no  standards,  but  have  six  falls  and  styles  and  no  stamens. 
Three  falls  are  white  with  a  light  blush  or  orchid  and  widely  banded  tan. 
Yellow  hafts.  Three  falls  are  white  with  wide  orchid  bands  and  yellow  hafts. 
Very  flounced  and  fringed.  Pinkish  tan  styles.  Very  sparse  beards.  So  far  no 
seeds.  This  is  a  very  unusual  oddity  but  pleasing  to  look  at.  (See  inside  back 
cover  this  Bulletin  for  color  photo).  In  short  supply . $30.00 

POMPON  TWO — Sdlg.  80-71:  (Lilac  Frost  X  Oriental  Etching)  TB,  30",  L.  Sib  to 
Pompon  One.  Overall  color  is  white  and  light  cream.  No  standards  but  six 
white  falls  that  are  banded  pale  cream.  Six  white  and  cream  styles;  no 
stamens.  Falls  are  very  wide  and  ruffled.  Sparse  beards.  This  is  also  an 
unusual  oddity  but  very  nice  to  look  at.  Good  supply . $25.00 

PINK  TUTU— Sdlg.  83-05.  (81-06  X  81-10)  TB,  31",  L.  Overall  color  is  blue-pink. 
Upright  standards  and  horizontal  falls  are  very  ruffled.  Pink  beards.  Four 
branches  with  7  or  more  buds.  Pink  with  blue  beard  bloodline.  Fertile  both 
ways . $25.00 

CARVED  CREAM— Sdlg.  83-14:  (Yellow  Flounce  X  Lilac  Flounce)  TB,  29",  L. 
Wide,  closed  standards  are  cream.  Wide,  horizontal  falls  are  off-white  with 
a  yellow  band.  Yellow  beards  tipped  blue.  Very  ruffled.  Four  branches  with 
6  or  more  buds.  Pronounced  fragrance.  Fertile  both  ways . $25.00 

For  previous  Rudolph  introductions,  write  to  KLEHM  NURSERY  for  catalog  describing 
exclusive  Daylillies,  Hostas,  Irises  and  Peonies. 

SEND  ALL  ORDERS  AND  INQUIRIES  TO  KLEHM  NURSERY.  All  prices  are  net.  Check,  draft  or 
money  order  must  accompany  order.  Visa  and  Master  Charge  accepted.  No  COD 
please.  Irises  will  be  shipped  by  Parcel  Post,  Special  Handling  or  United  Parcel  Service 
from  mid-July  to  September.  Include  $3.00  for  shipping  and  handling.  We  ship  only 
state  inspected  plants  and  true  to  name.  If  not  satisfied,  notify  us  promptly. 

KLEHM  NURSERY 

Route  5,  Box  197  S.  Barrington,  IL  60010 

Telephone:  312-551-3715 
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From  MISSION  BELL  GARDENS  for 

1987 

(Hamblen  Originations) 

EXCHANTING.  36",  M-L.  Beauti¬ 
fully  formed  bicolor.  Full  closed 
standards  of  warm  pink,  flushed 
violet  at  lower  half.  Wide  flaring 
rose-violet  falls,  accented  with  a 
blue-violet  blaze  below  red-pur¬ 
ple  beards.  (Sophistication  X 
H79-110A).  #H81-21A.  HC 
1986 . ....$30.00 

GIFT  OF  DREAMS.  36",  M-L.  An  exquisite  bicolor  with 
domed  pink  standards  suffused  light  violet  at  lower  mid¬ 
ribs.  Wide  horizontally  flaring  falls,  near  white,  with  pale 
pink  texture  veining  and  edging.  Bushy  burnt  orange 
beards  with  V2"  violet-blue  tips  highlight  the  blossom.  (So¬ 
phistication  X  79-1 11M).  #H81-27A.  HC  1986  .  $30.00 

TRUE  BLISS.  34",  M-L.  Elegance  in  form,  performance 
and  all  other  prerequisites.  Apricot-pink  standards  encircle 
each  other,  offering  a  glimpse  of  lacy  pink  crests.  Expan¬ 
sive  falls  are  violet  centered  with  a  blue  flush.  Wide  showy 
beards,  bright  orange.  (Frances  Gaulter  sib  X  76-38). 
#H78-38B . $30.00 

WINDBORNE.  29",  M-L.  Exciting  novelty  in  heavily 
ruffled  medium  pink  with  mottled  red-purple  vertical 
stripes  and  wide  edging  on  falls.  Showy  red  beards.  For  the 
front  of  the  border.  (Far  Corners  X  Beauty  Is).  #H79-1  AA 

. $30.00 

WHIRL  AROUND.  34",  M-L.  Striking  salmon-orange. 
Falls  lighten  below  thick  red-orange  beards  and  have  a 
wide  plicata  edging  of  smoldering  raspberry.  ((Anon  x 
Capricious)  X  78-124).  #H81-50B.  HC  1986. . .  $30.00 

Please  include  $2.50  for  postage  and  handling.  Free  catalog  with  complete 
descriptions  and  pedigrees  of  hundreds  of  newer  varieties  available  in  early 
May. 

Jim  and  Melba  Hamblen 

2778  West  5600  South 
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Roy,  Utah  84067 


SKYLINE  FARMS 

Route  3,  Box  162 
Whitewright,  Texas  75491-9603 

We  are  pleased  to  present  the  following  six  1987  introductions 
from  the  well  known  hybridizer  of  Louisiana  irises,  Joseph  K. 
Mertzweiller,  who  developed  the  first  tetraploid  Louisianas.  His 
standards  of  perfection  are  high  and,  thus,  only  a  few  of  his 
seedlings— both  diploid  and  tetraploid— are  registered  and  intro¬ 
duced.  He  was  voted  the  AIS  Hybridizer’s  Medal  in  1984  for  his 
extensive  work  in  hybridizing  Louisiana  irises. 

PROFESSOR  ELLIS  (Tetraploid)  Tall,  40-44",  early  midseason. 
Blue-purple  with  wide,  light  yellow  signals.  Another  super 
grower  that  produces  a  great  number  of  bloom  stalks  and  good 
increase . $50.00 

PROFESSOR  JIM  (Tetraploid)  Tall,  38-42",  early  midseason.  A 
very  large,  velvety  red  bloom  with  rounded  falls.  Yellow  steeple 
signals  that  sometimes  also  appear  on  the  standards.  A  super 
grower . . . . . . . . .  $50.00 

ASHLEY  MICHELLE  (Diploid)  30-34",  early  midseason.  A  pure 
white  with  light  yellow-green  signals.  Flower  parts  are  wide  and 
rounded,  slightly  ruffled  and  have  excellent  substance.  Large 
increases  form  a  compact  clump  with  multiple  stalks  that  result 
in  a  super  garden  variety.  An  excellent  grower . $25.00 

SWAMP  FLAME  (Diploid)  34-37",  midseason.  Brilliant  orange- 
red  with  bright  yellow  signals.  Excellent  grower  and  bloomer. 
Very  large,  flat  form . . . . . .  $25.00 

KRISTI  G  (Diploid)  32-35",  midseason.  A  very  large,  ruffled 
lavender-blue  bitone  with  green-white  throat  and  style  arms. 
Flowers  have  a  beautiful  flaring  form  on  tall  stalks  ....  $25.00 

PRESS  RELEASE  (Diploid)  28-30",  late.  A  great  bloomer  with 
light  lavender  standards  and  dark  lavender-rose  falls.  This  is 
highlighted  with  a  yellow  steeple  crest . . $25.00 

And  the  following  1987  introduction  from  Leon  Wolford 

ALMERIA  (Diploid)  30-32",  midseason.  A  bicolor  with  rose  red 
falls  and  beige  standards.  Rose  midribs  and  style  arms;  yellow 
crests.  Excellent  growth  and  increase.  Vigorous!. .....  $25.00 

Include  $3,50  for  shipping  and  handling 
Leon  and  Edith  Wolford 
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PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 

425  East  Luna  Street  Chaparral,  NM  88021 

1987  INTRODUCTIONS 

TALL  BEARDED 

(Henry  Danielson) 

MEMORY  ROCK — Sdlg.  D-84- 1.  TB,  36",  M-L.  White  self  with  a  tinge  of  green 
at  midrib  and  below  white  beards.  Light  yellow  at  hafts,  and  beards  are  also 
light  yellow  inside  the  bloom.  Self  styles  with  hint  of  yellow.  A  scintillating 
large  white  iris  with  very  wide  hafts  and  heavy  substance  that  withstands 
wind  and  rain.  The  tailored  standards  and  falls  are  well  balanced,  and 
branching  is  very  good.  Vigorous  increaser  and  grower;  fertile  both  ways. 
This  is  truly  a  fine  iris.  Atomic  White  X  Wedding  Vow . $25.00 

BROWN  RIBBONS — Sdlg.  T-85-51.  TB,  32",  L.  S.  brown-gold  with  brown 
veining  (at  close  viewing).  Style  crests  same.  F.  brown  with  heavier  veining, 
giving  a  reddish  brown  overlay  of  color;  wire  edge  of  antique  gold;  and  bright 
gold  beards.  Very  fragrant.  A  perfect  flower  on  well-branched,  strong  stalks. 
Again  from  unusual  breeding  comes  a  flower  of  unique  quality.  Seeing  this 
flower  just  before  sundown  will  take  your  breath  away.  An  advance  in  this 
color  class.  Good  increaser;  fertile  both  ways.  Olympic  Torch  X  Coffee 
House . . . . . $25.00 

BLESSED  PEACE — Sdlg.  T-83-1.  TB,  32",  M-L.  Rich  pink  self,  edged  lighter 
pink,  with  bright  red-orange  beards.  A  warm,  pleasing  tone  of  true  pink. 
Fragrant.  We  especially  recommend  this  iris  for  its  all  around  performance. 
It  has  stamina,  good  height,  beautiful  form,  fine  branching  and  stems  with  7 
to  9  blooms.  It’s  a  must  if  you  are  looking  for  a  top  true  pink.  Fine  plant  habits; 
fertile  both  ways.  Entourage  X  Beverly  Sills . .  $25.00 

ARILBREDS 

(Henry  Danielson) 

ARIL  SKYLINE — Sdlg.  H-D-84-1.  AB  (‘/a),  M-L.  S.  blue-white,  densely  veined 
violet;  F.  same  with  light  smoky  overlay,  faint  purple-blue  line  signal  from 
large  black  beard  to  near  edge.  This  iris  was  offered  to  new  members  at  the 
San  Jose  Convention  in  1986,  and  we  gained  30  new  members.  This  is  a 
remarkable  arilbred  with  strong  stamina  and  increase.  Sometimes  2 
branches  and  terminal;  up  to  5  flowers.  A  real  blue  ribbon  winner  in  the 
arilbred  class.  A  terrific  flower  from  the  Dee  Mouse  line,  with  its  wide  long 
beard.  Very  pod  fertile.  A  vigorous  increaser,  which  allows  us  to  offer  it  at 
this  price.  Dee  Mouse  X  Esther,  the  Queen. . . . . . $30.00 

BIONIC  COMET — Sdlg.  A-A  84-3.  AB  (ft),  24",  M.  S.  antique  gold  with  match¬ 
ing  styles.  F.  antique  gold  with  large  reddish  brown  blush,  producing  an 
antique  band  effect.  Red- maroon  signals  and  beards.  A  real  eye  catcher  in 
the  garden  and  should  win  its  share  of  blue  ribbons  in  the  arilbred  class.  I 
feel  it  is  one  of  the  best  arilbreds  that  I  have  introduced  in  this  class.  It  is  a 
vigorous  grower  with  strong  stalks  and  up  to  3  blooms.  Bionic  Burst  X 
Check  Me  Out . . . . . . . $25.00 

ALL  THE  WAY— Sdlg.  X-84-2.  AB  (ft).  30",  F-M.  Slate  blue-grey  self.  Strong 
midrib  tinged  light  yellow.  Mustard  brown  coloring  at  hafts  and  along  each 
side  of  large  brown  beards,  which  are  tipped  yellow  inside  the  flower.  This  is 
our  first  introduction  of  Dee  Mouse  breeding  with  a  TB,  and  it  is  a  good  one. 
Won  Best  Seedling  at  El  Paso  in  1984.  Will  take  your  breath  away  when  seen 
in  a  two-year  clump  with  clean  healthy  foliage,  up  to  6  flowers  and  adequate 
branching.  A  terrific  increaser  and  does  not  go  dormant.  Ghost  Story  X  Dee 
Mouse . . . . . . .  $35.00 
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ARILBRED  AND  ARILS 

(Luella  Danielson) 

BLOND  BEARDED  LADY— Sdlg.  IDM  4-21.  AB  (64  +  ),  28",  M.  S.  lightly 
ruffled  white  with  serrated  edge  and  touch  of  yellow  at  midrib;  globular.  F. 
soft  cream,  lighter  toward  serrated  edge  with  rust-brown  veining  and  dotting 
at  hafts  and  beside  beards.  The  large  brown  beards  are  something  to 
behold  on  this  combination  of  colors.  Imaret  X  Dee  Mouse  ........  $15.00 

ELUDED  TARGET— Sdlg.  SA-82-9.  AR  (OH),  16",  M.  S.  white,  veined  rose- 
lavender,  producing  a  light  pink  effect.  F.  white,  peppered  rose-lavender, 
giving  a  smooth  deep  pink  coloring.  The  large  maroon-rose  signal  reminds 
me  of  a  target,  or  should  I  say  bulls  eye.  Protruding  rose-pink  style  crests 

add  to  the  beauty  of  the  flower.  Shah  Abbas  X  Fairy  Fantasy . $15.00 

PAWNEE  PAINT — Sdlg.  AL  82-5.  AR  (RC),  15",  M.  S.  white  with  large  rose- 
lavender  blaze  on  midrib  and  lighter  veining  toward  edge.  The  flash  blaze  is 
a  very  unusual  color  for  this  type  of  iris.  White  falls  are  widely  veined  red- 
black  on  upper  portion.  Heavy  red  dotting  around  and  below  red-black 
signal  to  tip  of  pointed  falls.  Bright  rosy  flash  around  the  beard.  This  iris  was 
also  offered  as  a  new  membership  bonus  at  the  San  Jose  Convention  in 
1986.  Aril  Landmark  X  D.  Shahak  #211 . . . $20.00 

SAND  DEVIL— Sdlg.  BP  82-27.  AR  (OH),  16",  M.  S.  slightly  ruffled  light  sand 
to  white  ground  with  heavy  coloring  of  rose-maroon  at  midrib  and  same 
color  veining  and  rim.  F.  light  sand  to  white  ground  with  sparse  veining  and 
dotting  around  the  beards,  showing  more  of  the  sand  coloring;  ruffled.  The 
coloring  on  the  standards  and  of  the  signals  is  the  same  red-maroon.  A  very 
nice  soft  sand  flower  with  a  cute  signal.  Grows  well  here.  LH-1  X  Brown 
Prince  . . . . . . . . . $15.00 

ARIL  SLIDES 

These  are  available  to  any  iris  club  or  group  by  giving  us  a  30-day  notice  and 
paying  shipping  costs  both  ways. 

Send  for  our  catalog  listing  TB,BB,IB,  Louisiana,  Spuria,  Siberian,  Jap¬ 
anese.  Aril  and  Arilbred  irises  as  well  as  old  and  new  tetraploid  daylilies.  Also, 
our  own  Arilbred  introductions  since  1966  and  a  newsletter  from  1985.  Also  Aril 
and  Japanese  iris  culture.  Catalog  is  $1.00,  which  can  be  deducted  from  your 
first  order.  If  ordering  irises  from  this  ad,  include  $3.00  for  postage  and 
handling  charges. 

HENRY  and  LUELLA  DANIELSON 
Phone  505-824-4299 
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ADAMGROVE 


Irises  and  Daylilies 

Featuring 

All  Types  of 
BEARDED  &  BEARDLESS 

Irises 


Introducing  for 

Carl  &  Larue  BOSWELL 

and 

David  B.  SINDT 


Catalogue  $  1 ;  Refundable 

Eric  and  Bob  Tankesley-Clarke 
Rt.  1,  Box  246,  California,  MO  65018 


TERRY  AND  BARBARA 

Garden. 

608  NW  119  St.,  Vancouver,  WA.  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 

MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  MTB 
TB,  PCN,  JA,  SIB,  GUESTS 

10  Miles  North  o(  Portland 
Send  22 <t  Stamp  for  Catalog  &  Map 


BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica  and 
Spuria  irises. 


ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDENS 

22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 
Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 

Over  500  varieties  of  Northern 
grown  TB  irises  at  reasonable 
prices.  Also  50  varieties  of  fine 
peonies. 

Catalog  on  request 


GEORGE  C.  BUSH 
CLEAN  SHAVEN  IRIS  (beardless) 
OUR  SPECIALTY 

Featuring  Japanese,  Siberian  and  Species 
irises.  Also  Spurias  and  Louisianas. 

Home  of  FROSTY  RIM  (AM)  and  JAP¬ 
ANESE  SANDMAN  (HM).  We  co-intro- 
duced  the  fabulous  Ackerman  Japanese 
cultivars.  Comprehensive  price  list  for  a 
stamp. 

VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 
1739  Memory  Lane  Extd.,  York,  PA  17402 
Ph.  717/755-0557 


Iris 

Daylilies 
Peonies 
Perennials 

BUSSE 

GARDENS 

635  East  7th  Street 
Rt.  2,  Box  13 

COKATO.  MINNESOTA  55321 

"The  Minnesota  Perennial  People ” 

Catalog  $1 .00 
Deducted  on  First  Order 
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CAL  DIXIE 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford¬ 
able  bearded  irises  (new  and  old)  in 
Southern  California. 

Catalog  available  on  request  about 
April  1. 

Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 

14115  Pear  St. 
Riverside,  CA  92504 


CHEHALEM  GARDENS 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 
R  O.  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 

SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 

Descriptive  price  list 
available  upon  request 


CIRCLE  ’N’  RANCH 
IRIS  GARDEN 

Over  3,500  old  and  new  varieties  of  TB, 
Median,  Dwarf  and  Arilbred  irises.  High 
quality,  healthy  plants  at  excellent  prices. 

@  Ranch 
18650  Birch  St. 

Perris,  CA  92370 

Price  list  on  request 
after  March.  1 

Please  enclose  two  first  class  stamps 


COOLEY’S  GARDENS,  INC. 

11553  Silverton  Rd.,  N.E. 

P.O.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 
QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

Free  with  your  first  order  of  the  season 
and  to  our  recent  customers 
or 

Send  $2.00  for  the  catalog,  then  deduct 
it  from  your  first  catalog  order. 


COMANCHE  ACRES 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  1,  Box  258 
Gower,  MO  64454 


Quality  TB,  BB,  IB 
and  SDB  irises  at 
reasonable  prices 

Catalog  $1.00 
Refundable  with  order 
No  color 


COOPER’S  GARDEN 

212  West  County  Road  C 
Roseville,  MN  55113 

COLD-HARDY  IRISES 

Species,  Siberians 
and  Louisianas 

Also  Hemerocallis,  Wild 
Flowers  and  other  perennials 

Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 

The  Cherry  Lane  Gardens  of 

GLENN  F.  CORLEW 

2988  Cherry  Lane 
Walnut  Creek,  California  94596 

Send  50<f  for  catalog 

COUNTRY  VIEW  GARDEN 

Barb  Qibson 
13252  McKeighan  Road 
Chesaning,  MI  48616 
MDBs  — ■  Medians  —  TBs 
Specializing  in  Medians.  Send  stamp 
for  descriptive  price  list. 
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COTTAGE  GARDENS 

ENCANTADA  GARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  of  Bob 
Brown,  Don  Denney  and  Jim 
McWhirter. 

Rebloomers,  Medians,  TBs 
Catalog  on  request 

Box  542,  Hatch,  NM  87937 

Send  500  for  catalog — 

1 131 4  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  CA95693 

916/687-6134 

GRANDVIEW  IRIS  GARDENS 

( Viola  Schreiner) 

Large  Selection  of  Quality  Irises 

TB.  BB,  IB  and  Aril 

Old  and  new  varieties  to  choose  from 
Reasonable  Prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 

HC  86  -  Box  91  Bayard,  NE  69334 

C.  CR1SCOLA  IRIS  GARDEN 

Route  2,  Box  183 

Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 

600  varieties 
at  reasonable  prices 

Send  stamp  for  price  list 

HAHN’S  RAINBOW 

IRIS  GARDEN 

200  N.  School 

Desloge,  MO  63601 

Reasonable  prices.  Lots  of  old  and  new  TBs. 
Introductions  of  Steve  Stevens.  Also  Daylilies. 
Send  for  free  price  .list. 

D.  and  J.  Gardens 

1373  Coventry  Road 
Concord,  CA  94518 

Introductions  of  Joyce  and  Duane  Meek 

See  our  ad  in  the  Spring  Bulletin 

No  catalog  Write  for  prices  of  previous  intros 

HILDENBRANDT’S  IRIS  GARDENS 

HCR  84,  Box  4 — Lexington,  NE  68850 

Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 

Catalog  on  request,  listing  1000  varieties  of 
SDB,  IB,  BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises.  Also,  Oriental 
Poppies,  Peonies  and  Hostas. 

HOLIDAY  SEEDS 

4276  Durham  Circle 
Stone  Mountain,  GA  30083 

/  /  ENSATA 

/  F  GARDENS 

Specialists  in  Japanese 
Iris.  Price  list  and 
culture  sheet  on  request. 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49033 

Hosta,  Lily,  Iris, 
and  Daylily  seeds. 

10  pkg./$12.50  ppd. 
Shipment  in  January. 
Catalogue  available 
mid-December,  $1.00. 

THE  IRIS  POND 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebloomers 
Siberian  •  JA  •  Species 

Send  $1 .00  for  list 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

731 1  Churchill  Rd..  McLean,  VA  22101 
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ILLINI  IRIS 

D.  STEVE  VARNER 
N.  State  St.  Rd. 
Route  3,  Box  5 
Monticello,  IL  61856 
Phone  21 7-762-3446 
Hybridizer  and  Grower 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 
Siberian  Irises 
Tetraploid  Hemerocallis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 
nursery  only 

Please  send  $1 .00  for  descriptive 
price  list  for  two  years 


J  &  J  IRIS  GARDEN 

4867  Mission  Creek  Road 
Cashmere,  Washington  988 1 5 


KIRKLAND  IRIS  GARDEN 

George  and  Carol  Lankow 
Choice  MEDIAN  and  DWARF  irises. 

Featuring  the  introductions  of 
Carol  Lankow  and  Maybelle  Wright. 

Catalog  on  Request 
725-20  Ave.  West  Kirkland,  WA  98033 


LAURIE’S  GARDEN 

(Lorena  M.  Reid) 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy 
Springfield,  Oregon  97477 

Specializing  in:  CALIFORNICAE,  JAP¬ 
ANESE  and  SIBERIAN  Irises.  Also 
grow  many  Cal-Sibes,  Evansia, 
Laevigatae  and  other  Beardless 
Species  and  Hybrids. 

Descriptive  price  list 
for  stamp  in  May. 


Introductions  of 
Jack  Boushay 

Tails  &  Medians 

THE  J — LOT  GARDENS 
of  Lottie  Ogles 


TOP  QUALITY  IRIS 

From  the  “Top  of  the  World” 

Price  List  on  Request 


GARDENS 


1 1 56  N.  Main  Joshua,  Texas  76058 

Ph.  817-295-4074 

REBL00MING  SPECIALIST 


P.O.  Box  19  Boulder,  CO  80306 

Featuring  introductions  from  several 
fine  Colorado  hybridizers. 


Catalog  listing  of  125  varieties 
also 

Extensive  listing  of  Spring  Bloomers 
Quality  high  -  prices  low 

Send  390  stamp  for  lists  after 
March  1 

KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.O.  BOX  8173  STOCKTON, CA  95208 

Specializing  in  the  newest  Tall 
Beardeds 


Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions. 

“Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska’’ 

MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 

rry  L.  Harder 
.0.  Box  278 
Nebraska  68770 


July/August  Shipment 
Catalog  with  pedigrees  available  for  500 


Write  for  free  price  list 
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LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ken  and  BeSle  Durio 

CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TETRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

OUR  36th  YEAR 
DESCRIPTIVE  CATALOG 
$2.00 


THIS  LIST  INCLUDES  MANY 
EXCITING  NEW  DAYLILIES 
AND  HARD-TO-FIND  BULBS 
AND  RELATED  PLANTS 


•  RETAIL  AND  WHOLESALE 

•  EXCLUSIVE  “NO  FAULT” 


GUARANTEE 


RT.  7,  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 


M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 


•  ELEVENTH  ANNIVERSARY 

CATALOG  -  $2.00 


*  ‘'Gardens 


4828  Jella  Way 
North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 


1073  BIRD  AVE.,  DEPT.  A 
SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 


MIKA 

GARDENS 

Tall  Bearded  Irises 

Quality  rhizomes  grown  in  the  great  San 
Joaquin  Valley.  Reasonable  prices. 


COLOR 

CATALOG 

of  Medians  •  TBs  •  Arilbreds 
$1 .00  on  request 

Mid-America  Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 

P.O.  Box  12982 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73157 


1544  Schmidt  Road 
Gustine.  CA  95322 

3  miles  off  Interstate  5 
Send  22^  stamp  for  catalog 

COPY  DEADLINES 

January  issue . .  Oct.  1 5 

April  issue . Jan.  15 

July  issue . . . Apr.  1 5 

October  issue . July  1 5 
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GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 

REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 

Some  MEDIANS. 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 

Rt.  4,  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 


MISSION  BELL  GARDENS 

(MELBA  AND  JIM  HAMBLEN) 


Featuring 
Fine  Irises  of 
Recent  Introduction 

TALL  BEARDED 

Catalog  on  request 
No  color 


Send  stamp  for  price  list. 


2778  W.  5600  So.  Roy,  Utah  84067 


fRiller’a  Manor 
(Sarbrns 

Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 
3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 

Newest  irises  at  affordable  prices 


NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 

1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 


Send  stamp  for  catalog 


MOONSHINE 

GARDENS 

of 

Monty  Byers 

P.O.  Boa  lOIQ 
Gleorloke  Oaks,  CQ  Q5423 

Specializing  in  space  agers  and  re¬ 
bloomers.  An  extensive  listing  of 
many  of  the  latest  and  best  TB,  BB, 
MTB,  IB,SDBandMDBirises. 


Price  List  on  Request 

uAlorffc  <TW  3kis  Qatidm 

Mary  Ferguson 

P.O.  Box  595  Norfolk,  NE  68701 

402/371-3895 

Newer  TB  and  Median  Irises 
For  added  interest  to  your  iris  garden: 

Iris  wind  chimes 
Iris  clapper  for  your 
chimes 

Iris  windsocks,  hand 
painted,  personalized 
Also  Quilled  Iris  cards 
Send  stamp  for  price  list 

OLD  DOUGLAS  PERENNIALS 


You’ll  like  the  varietal  information  and 
the  prices  in  our  catalog.  It’sfree! 


6065  Old  Douglas  Rd. 
Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 

Featurins  SIBERIAN  introductions  of  Anna 
Mae  Mjller — ’Dancins  Nanou’ — &  1 30  named 
varieties.  Send  stamp  for  price  list 
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PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 

of 

HENRY  &  LUELLA  DANIELSON 

425  East  Luna 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

ARIL  AND  ARILBRED  IRISES 
Since  1941 

Also  Tall  Bearded,  Border,  Intermediate 
Standard  Dwarf,  Louisiana,  Siberian, 
Spuria  and  Japanese. 

See  our  ad  in  the  April  Bulletin 

Catalog  $1.00,  then  deduct  it  from 
your  first  order. 


RIALTO  GARDENS 
John  Weiler 

1146  W.  Rialto 
Fresno,  CA  93705 

DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 
Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 
And  Reblooming  SDB 

& 

Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 
TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 
List  on  Request 


RANCHO 

DE  LA  FLOR  DE  LIS 

A  MOST  UNIQUE  CATALOG 

Dedicated  to  the  history  of  the  Iris 

Color  Illustrations 

Featuring  the  newest  of  the  new 
and  the  best  of  the  old. 

Growing  over  4000  varieties 

Rancho  de  la  Flor  de  Lis 

P.O.  Box  227 
Cerrillos,  NM  87010 

Catalog  $1.00 
Available  April  thru  July 


RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Zula  A.  Hanson 
7124  Riverdale  Road 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55430 

Featuring  an  extensive  list  of  dwarfs  and 
medians.  Send  $1.00  for  our  catalog,  then 
deduct  it  from  your  first  order. 


SCHREINER’S  GARDENS 
3629  QUINABY  RD.,  NE. 
SALEM,  OREGON  97303 

Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors 

GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America’s  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 

$2.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 


Back  in  1987 
at  a  new  location 

SHANNON 

GARDENS 

Northfield  Boulevard  (Hwy.  47) 
Post  Office  Box  175 


Northfield,  Minnesota  55057 

Recent  TBs  and  Medians 
Price  list  on  request 


PbtmiM,  Am  B§otl 

Send  for  our  catalog  listing  of  TB, 
Arilbred,  Median,  Spuria  &  LA’s. 
Guaranteed  quality! 

REMEMBER  FIESTA  PHOENIX  87 
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SKYLINE  FARMS 

Featuring  Beardeds  and  Louisianas 
Send  First  Class  stamp  for  Price  List 
or  wholesale  information. 

List  available  March  through  August. 
Wholesale  on  Beardeds  only  to  legitimate 
dealers  and  local  clubs  for  fund  raising. 
No  wholesale  on  Louisianas. 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford 

Route  3,  Box  162 
Whitewright,  TX  75491-9603 


SLADE  IRIS  GARDENS 

George  and  Helen  Slade 

Route  5— -Box  1 53A 
Cynthiana,  KY  41031 

Cold  Hardy  Bearded  Irises 
Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 
No  color 


400  Tall  Bearded 
Varieties 

Descriptive 
Catalog 
50  Cents 


SUNSET 

IRIS  GARDEN 

269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 


Sara  Doonan,  Master  Gardener 


■\ 


Hotl 


’$ 

careen 
Ofium&er 

George  &  Margaret  Sutton 
1940  Antler  Rd.,  Ukiah,  CA  95482 

Send  2M  stamp  for  catalog. 


OLD  &  NEW 

TALL  BEARDED  &  MEDIANS 

Very  reasonable  prices.  Send  $1.00 
for  descriptive  price  list  -  deduct  from 
first  order. 

888  McCaffery  -  Bigfork,  MT  59911 
(406)  837-4653 

PLANT  MARKERS 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 
metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 
and  economical. 

Perfect  for  Iris 

Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  description,  price  list 
and  picture. 

F.  R.  CINRCIH 

37  Oaknoll  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 


Membership  Cards 

AIS  is  now  issuing  one-time-only  pocket  cards  to  new  members.  If  any 
current  member  would  like  to  have  a  card,  send  a  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  the  membership  secretary:  Carol  Ramsey,  6518  Beachy  Ave., 
Wichita,  KS  67206 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 

1 —  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island:  Mrs.  Kenneth  (Agnes)  Waite,  6  Tow  Path  Lane,  Westfield, 
MA  01085 

2  —  New  York:  James  Burke,  46  Vincent  St.,  Lackawanna,  NY,  14218. 

3  —  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware:  Ellwood  (Bud)  Maltman,  206  Milltown  Rd., 

Wilmington,  DE  19808. 

4 —  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Car¬ 
olina:  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg,  Box  5691,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
24142 

5  —  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico:  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines, 

PO.  Box  883,  Rome,  GA  30161 

6  —  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan:  Lynda  Miller,  31 67  E.  US  224,  Ossian,  IN 

46777. 

7  —  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  Albert  Dierckes,  3114  Hulbert  Ave., 

Erlanger,  KY  41018. 

8 —  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin:  Audrey  Machulak,  S.  82  W.  12877  Acker  Dr., 
Muskego,  Wl  53150. 

9 —  Illinois:  Brian  J.  Clough,  1332  N.  Bosworth,  Apt.  5,  Chicago,  IL  60622. 

10  —  Louisiana:  Mrs.  James  J.  (Patricia)  Deegan,  833  Hiawatha  Circle, 

Pineville,  LA  71360. 

11  — Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming:  Ronald  A.  Dunn,  2109  S.  5th  West, 

Missoula,  MT  59801 . 

12  —  Utah:  Hyram  Ames,  3695  S.  21 10  East,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84109. 

13  — Washington,  Oregon  and  Alaska:  Sigrid  Asmus,  4009  24th  Ave.  West, 

Seattle,  WA  98199. 

14  —  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii:  Jean  Erickson,  4036  Trinity 

Dr.,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405. 

15 — Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Howard  Goodrick,  1700  Burr  Oak 
Way,  Hemet,  CA  92343. 

16  — Canada:  Verna  Laurin,  199  Florence  Ave.,  Willowdale,  Ontario,  Canada 

M2N1G5. 

17  — Texas:  Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Ramona)  Howard,  3303  37th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX 

79413 

18  —  Kansas  and  Missouri:  Elvan  E.  Roderick,  1137  N.  Main  St.,  Desloge, 

MO  63601 . 

19  — New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island:  Mrs.  Norman  (Marisa)  Noe,  1354  Mal¬ 

lard  Dr.,  Martinsville,  NJ  08836. 

20  — Colorado:  Jess  V.  Quintana,  431  E.  1st  Avenue,  Denver,  CO  80203 

21  —  Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota:  Charles  T.  Claussen, 

Rt.  3,  Box  363,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57106 

22 — Arkansas  and  Oklahoma:  Larry  Stayer,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK 
74145. 

23  — New  Mexico:  David  R.  Hooten,  Box  2133,  Hobbs,  NM  88240 
24 — Alabama  and  Mississippi:  Joe  M.  Langdon,  5605  11th  Ave.,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  AL  35222. 
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1987  Introductions  By 


Nathan  and  Thelma  Rudolph 


CARVED  ORANGE 

(Rudolph  '87) 


PASTEL  ETCHING 

(Rudolph  '87) 


POMPON  ONE 
(Rudolph  '87) 


KLEHM  NURSERY 

S.  Barrington,  IL  60010 


Route  5,  Box  197 


(312)  551-3715 


JOIN  THE 
CELEBRATION 


(Photo  by  Bettie  Osborne) 


MARRIAGE  VOWS 

(GHIO  ’87)  $30.00 

^  y/:  '  ' *’*  **  . 

Order  direct  or  send  $1 .00  for  catalog. 


■ 


BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

1201  Bay  Street 


V/ 


Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 


I  ■ 


Bulletin  of  the 


.. 


iMilM 


■ 


SILVERADO 


ARDENS 


3629  Quinaby  Rd. 
Salem,  Oregon  97303 

Catalog  $2.00 
(Deductible  1st  order) 
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from  the  Desk 
of  the 
President 

James  Rasmussen 


Show  time!!  Exhibitions  put  on  by  local  iris  clubs  and  societies  are,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  THE  event  participated  in  and  enjoyed  by  more  members  than  any 
other  AIS  activity.  The  American  Iris  Society  has  recognized  the  importance  of 
these  shows  and  has  continued  to  refine  the  rules  under  which  they  may  be 
held.  Quality  has  been  improved  a  great  deal.  I  would  ask  that  all  new 
members  in  the  AIS  find  out  where  such  a  show  is  being  held.  Enter  these 
shows  and  display  your  irises  to  the  general  public.  Sharing  your  enthusiasm, 
competing  with  your  fellow  members,  and  the  excitement  of  a  show  are  well 
worth  your  efforts!  Winning  a  ribbon  or  two  in  the  process  isn’t  everything  (but, 
then  again,  it  can’t  hurt!).  I  wish  to  thank  all  the  clubs  who  have  scheduled 
shows  and  are  going  through  a  great  deal  of  work  to  put  them  on.  They  are 
educating  the  public,  giving  their  members  a  chance  to  exhibit  the  irises  they 
have  grown,  and  afford  our  accredited  judges  an  opportunity  to  sharpen  their 
eyes  and  improve  their  skills. 

Those  members  who  do  not  live  near  a  place  that  has  an  exhibition  have 
many  other  activities  available  to  them.  The  Robin  program  is  a  good  way  to 
share  your  iris  interests  with  others  (see  “Robin”  Section  of  this  BULLETIN). 
Some  of  the  other  activities  are  hybridizing,  attending  national  conventions  or 
regional  meetings  of  the  AIS,  participation  in  the  various  Sections,  as  well  as 
the  use  of  all  the  materials  available  through  our  Publication  Sales  Director. 

Please  take  time  to  study  this  BULLETIN  for  the  new  iris  introductions 
offered  by  the  various  hybridizers  and  commercial  gardens.  Many  of  these 
plants  will  be  found  among  the  award  winners  a  few  years  from  now.  Feel  free 
to  order  from  the  people  who  advertise  in  the  BULLETIN. 

The  Board  of  the  American  Iris  Society  took  a  great  step  forward  in  authoriz¬ 
ing  a  Scholarship  Grant  for  graduate  students  in  the  field  of  plant  sciences. 
Mr.  Bobby  D.  Bennett  of  Baton  Rouge,  LA  is  the  first  recipient  of  a  $2,000 
grant  toward  his  research  on  Iris  hexagona  and  Iris  fulva.  He  is  a  Doctoral 
Student  studying  the  ecology  of  Louisiana  Iris.  We  are  wishing  him  the  very 
best  success  in  his  work  and  hope  to  see  the  contributions  of  many  more 
young  plant  scientists  in  the  future. 
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Hooker  Nichols,  our  youngest  member  ever  to  have  become  a  Master 
Judge  under  current  AIS  rules,  has  agreed  to  be  guest  editor  for  this  issue  of 
the  BULLETIN.  Guest  editors  will  be  helping  out  while  we  search  for  a  full¬ 
time  editor  for  this  publication.  These  guest  editors  follow  the  tradition  of  our 
Society  whose  members  have  always  come  forward  to  volunteer  for  jobs 
which  are  often  demanding  and  extremely  time  consuming.  They  have  our 
thanks  and  deepest  appreciation. 


NEW  EDITOR  NEEDED 

The  membership  of  the  American  Iris  Society  wishes  to  thank  Keith 
Keppel  for  serving  as  Editor  of  the  Bulletin  for  the  past  five  years.  We  will 
have  two  guest  editors  for  the  next  two  issues. 

The  AIS  Board  of  Directors  solicits  resumes  from  interested  and 
qualified  persons  for  the  position  of  Bulletin  Editor.  Please  address  all 
correspondence  in  regard  to  this  position  to  Claire  Barr,  12565  Cloud- 
esly  Drive,  San  Diego,  CA  92128.  She,  Olive  Rice  and  Rokki  Rockwell 
have  been  appointed  to  a  committee  to  review  all  applications. 

— James  Rasmussen 


VISIONS 
OF  IRISES 
TO 
LIGHTEN 
THE  YEAR 

V _ 


Order  your 

1987  IRIS 
CALENDAR 


Now! 

Send  your  check  for  $5.00,  made  to 

The  American  Iris  Society,  to: 

Ronald  Mullin 

AIS  President 

Route  3,  Box  84 

Pawnee,  OK  74058 
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Distinguished  Service 
Medal  Awarded 
To  Ronald  Mullin 


By  Dorothy  Howard 

At  their  fall  board  meeting,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Iris 
Society  voted  to  Ronald  Mullin,  immediate  past  President  of  the  American  Iris 
Society,  a  well-deserved  honor — The  Distinguished  Service  Medal. 

Ron  joined  the  American  Iris  Society  in  1965.  He  credits  Leah  Ralls,  Art 
Nelson  and  Bee  Warburton  as  being  instrumental  in  fostering  his  early  enthu¬ 
siasm  with  activity  assignments  they  gave  him.  One  of  the  first,  editorship  of  a 
society  newsletter,  was  followed  by  the  same  service  regionally,  then  national 
publication  and  reprints  of  many  of  his  articles,  followed  then  the  guest 
editorship  of  an  A.I.S.  Bulletin.  Ron  has  served  on  the  committee  for  the 
publication  of  the  newest  Judges  Handbook.  He  edited  a  Convention  Hand¬ 
book  and  a  RVP  Handbook. 

Ron  became  RVP  of  Region  22  in  1974.  In  1976,  he  became  a  member  of 
the  American  Iris  Society  Board  of  Directors  and  National  Judges  Training 
Chairman.  When  speaking  of  Judges  Training,  very  few  people  have  traveled 
more  miles  to  conduct  more  judging  schools  than  Ronald  Mullin.  Organiza¬ 
tion,  dedication,  enthusiasm  and  friendliness  have  characterized  all  of  Ron’s 
activities  in  promoting  the  affairs  of  the  Society. 

Ron  was  chairman  of  the  1980  National  Convention.  Many  will  remember 
the  beautiful  garden  he  had  on  tour  that  year,  which  he  proudly  staffed  with 
young  student  friends  from  his  Pawnee  High  School  classes.  Nor  will  be 
forgotten  the  pride  the  city  of  Pawnee  felt  for  Ron  in  providing  police  escorts 
as  our  buses  enter  the  city.  Ron  is  now  chairman  of  another  national  conven¬ 
tion,  “Sooner  State  in  ’88”,  to  be  held  in  the  Oklahoma  City  area.  Regretfully 
mileage  prevents  his  garden  from  being  on  tour  ’88.  In  1978,  Ron  became 
Membership  Secretary  of  the  American  Iris  Society,  in  1981  First  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  and  in  1984,  President.  He  now  serves  as  Honorary  Awards  Chairman. 

Ron  is  a  native  Oklahoman.  Holding  Bachelor  and  Master  degrees  from 
Central  State  University,  he  has  taught  for  26  years,  the  last  20  of  them  in 
Pawnee,  Oklahoma. 
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Hybridizer’s  Medal  Awarded  to  Jonnye  Rich 

By  Ben  Hager 

Lois  Oleta  Rich  (Jonnye  to  us)  says  of  the  beginnings  of  her  aril  breeding 
that  it  “went  off  in  all  directions.”  Since  such  a  breeding  program  in  the  aril  and 
arilbred  realm  involves  wide  crosses  of  differing  species,  chromosome 
counts,  and  hybrids  with  bizarre  backgrounds,  fewer  seed  can  be  expected 
in  comparison  to  other  lines  of  iris  breeding.  Not  one  to  miss  any  chances, 
Jonnye  became  an  expert  embryo  culturist  thus  giving  those  few  seed  their 
ultimate  chance  of  becoming  plants.  Large  numbers  of  plants  was  not  a  goal 
in  itself,  but  the  necessity  required  in  achieving  the  top  priority  of  her  program: 
raising  and  selecting  arilbreds  that  would  persist  with  vigor  when  shipped  off 
to  new  homes  in  gardens  around  the  world — a  reputation  of  which  arilbreds  in 
general  could  not  brag — and  to  capture  in  these  hardier  plants  more  of  the 
intriguing  aril  characteristics  and  patterns  that  everyone  wants. 

To  accomplish  this  in  the  Median  iris  range  Jonnye  crossed  pure  arils  with 
iris  pumila  (she  calls  these  “ariLpums”)  and  Standard  Dwarf  to  produce  the 
“Kelita”  series  and  subsequent  varieties.  Using  pure  aril  as  pod  produced 
seedlings  which  show  much  more  aril  influence  than  those  from  Arilbred  x 
pumila,  S.D.B.  or  Chamaeiris.  Only  one  of  this  type  (from  Kelita  Helbah  x 
S.D.B.)  has  been  used  in  her  program.  Most  of  these  are  infertile,  but  per¬ 
sistence  paid  off  and  Kelita  Adah  gave  one  seed  which  resulted  in  the  unique 
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pentaploid  QUINTA  that  was  quite  pod  fertile  and  has  carried  on  into  many  of 
her  Intermediate  and  taller  Arilbreds  with  that  “Aril  look”.  LOUDMOUTH  was 
one  of  the  Aril-Medians  that  brought  her  first  C.G.  White  Award  in  1 976 — and 
we  can’t  forget  TINY  TYPE  (Aril-pum),  the  smallest  of  all  arilbreds. 

Jonnye  undertook  the  task  of  embryo  culturing  some  300  +  seed  for  which 
Eugene  Sundt  made  the  crosses  but  did  not  plant.  Very  few  of  these  pro¬ 
duced  plants  but  one  turned  out  to  be  the  amphidiploid  WELCOME  REWARD 
which  may  go  down  in  iris  history  along  with  CAPITOLAand  IB-MAC  as  one  of 
the  all-time  great  arilbred  breeders.  Jonnye  crossed  WELCOME  REWARD  to 
a  pure  aril  seedling  from  Herbert  Kerr  and,  like  magic,  out  came  ZEMIRA, 
Jonnye’s  second  C.G.  White  Award  in  1985.  Along  the  way  were  many 
Honorable  Mention  Awards  for  Aril-medians,  half-breds  and  three  quarter- 
breds  of  distinguished  quality,  and  closely  approximating  aril  patterns  and 
colors.  The  HM  Award  is  precedent  to  the  C.G.  White  Award  and  is  the  only 
other  available  award  to  arils  and  arilbreds  (unless  you  can  seriously  consider 
the  Dykes  Medal  as  available — and  it  CAN  happen.  El  Mohr  received  the 
Dykes  Medal!) 

But  Jonnye  had  other  iris  in  mind,  also,:  the  Japanese  iris.  From  the  year 
that  she  discovered  Fred  Maddocks  and  his  Japanese  iris  seedlings,  she  not 
only  pushed  Fred  onto  the  iris  scene,  but  began  serious  work  with  them 
herself.  Two  Payne  Awards  were  earned  for  this  breeding:  STAR  AT  MID¬ 
NIGHT  1969  andTUPTIM  1978.  Many  beautiful  varieties  are  grown  alongside 
the  Japanese  iris  seedlings  and  Jonnye  and  Rex’s  garden  has  become  a 
mecca  for  lovers  of  this  section  of  iris  in  Region  14. 

You  probably  noticed  that  another  person’s  name  is  mentioned  in  the 
previous  paragraph.  Iris  breeders  often  come  in  pairs  but  only  one  of  the 
names  come  to  public  notice.  Raymond  A.  Rich  (Rex  to  us),  Jonnye’s  hus¬ 
band,  is  right  in  there  pushing,  advising,  and  working  and,  according  to 
Jonnye,  is  actually  responsible  for  some  of  the  iris  that  find  their  way  out  of  the 
garden  and  into  iris  catalogs.  We  may  never  know  which,  but  we  will  give 
thanks  to  both  for  the  beauty  and  interest  they  have  added  to  our  gardens. 


New  A.I.S.  Board  Member — Emma  Hobbs 

The  newest  member  of  the  A.I.S.  Board  of  Directors  was  born  in  Chicago, 
but  grew  up  near  a  truck  gardening  area  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  what  is 
now  O’Hare  International  Airport. 

Since  childhood,  Emma  Hobbs  has  lived  in  the  “garden.”  Basic  training  as 
a  small  one  was  to  help  weed  Mom’s  vegetable  garden.  Being  allowed  to  work 
in  her  flower  garden  was  a  reward  for  a  “good  weeding  job”  in  the  vegetables. 

Her  later  transition  from  being  a  gardener  to  a  gardener  specializing  in  iris 
came  about  through  an  article  printed  in  FLOWER  GROWER  Magazine  in  the 
mid  40s  which  gave  carefully  illustrated  instructions  about  making  crosses  on 
iris  and  how  to  plant  the  seeds  and  subsequently  grow  the  iris.  The  fascina¬ 
tion  of  “hybridizing”  (more  honestly  “pollen  daubing”)  has  stayed  with  her. 
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This  same  article  recommended  that  one  would  join  the  American  Iris  Society 
which  she  promptly  did.  As  a  result  of  doing  so,  she  learned  of  a  local  society 
in  Indianapolis  where  she  met  Bonnie  Dunbar,  who  probably  was  the  one 
person  that  was  to  be  most  influential  in  developing  iris  interest.  Bonnie 
introduced  Emma  to  the  world  of  the  dwarf  iris  and  since  she  had  already 
discovered  the  Arils  via  a  Lloyd  Austin  catalog,  she  was  really  “set  to  go”! 

Through  the  years,  Emma  has  held  offices  in  all  of  the  Indiana  iris  groups  as 
well  as  in  Region  6.  Currently  she  is  editor  of  the  Region  6  Newsletter  and  the 
Dwarf  Iris  Society  Newsletter.  Emma  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Median 
Iris  Society  Board  of  Directors.  Another  garden  associated  activity  is  working 
with  the  County  extension  Master  Gardener  program.  This  keeps  her  from 
becoming  too  narrow  in  her  gardening  views.  It  is  a  program  that  she  highly 
recommends  to  anyone  interested  in  gardening  and  the  promotion  of  garden¬ 
ing  work. 

When  she  is  not  crawling  around  on  her  hands  and  knees  in  the  garden, 
she  does  the  usual  “lady”  activities  of  embroidering,  knitting,  crocheting,  etc. 
Another  interest  that  become  rather  closely  related  to  the  gardening  enjoy¬ 
ment  is  photography.  For  exercise,  she  bowls  and  walks. 

Had  she  followed  the  path  that  she  had  charted  for  herself,  she  would  now 
be  a  retired  school  teacher.  However,  immediately  upon  finishing  her  teach¬ 
er’s  training,  she  opted  to  go  to  work  for  Uncle  Sam  as  a  radio  instructor.  (The 
“Big  War”  created  all  kinds  of  jobs  for  minimally  qualified  people — her 
qualification  was  a  major  in  math.)  It  was  here  that  she  met  and  later  married 
her  beloved  husband  Barney.  After  the  war,  she  worked  in  several  office  jobs 
in  as  many  industries.  Most  of  the  work  that  she  did  was  in  connection  with 
advertising,  sales  promotion  and  employee  and/or  public  relations. 
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New  Regional  Vice  Presidents 

Region  1 —Agnes  Waite 

Enthusiasm  for  irises  began  in  the  late  1 950s.  Since  joining  the  AMERICAN 
IRIS  SOCIETY,  Tow  Path  Lane  Iris  Garden  has  grown  to  include  nearly  six 
hundred  varieties,  inclusive  of  several  classes,  Dwarf,  Median,  Aril-median, 
Tall-bearded,  Siberian,  Japanese  and  a  few  Louisianas.  Husband  Kenneth  is 
the  hybridizer  but  Agnes  assists  in  selecting  seedlings. 

As  a  member  of  the  AIS  and  Region  One,  Agnes  has  served  as: 

Managing  Editor  of  Region  One  Bulletin 

Regional  Judges  Training  Chairman 

Vice-President  of  Region  One 

A  director  of  the  Society  for  Siberian  Iris 

Registration  and  Awards  Chairman  of  SSI 

Vice-Chairman  of  the  1983  AIS  Convention  in  Boston 

Guest  garden  hostess  for  that  convention 

For  several  years,  a  member  of  the  Awards  Committee,  assisting  with  the 
preparation  and  tallying  of  Judges  Ballots. 

When  time  allows,  other  interests  are  traveling  to  historical  points,  hiking, 
and  for  relaxation,  knitting  by  the  fireside  as  the  January  snows  envelop  the 
gardens. 

The  Waites  are  proud  parents  of  adult  son  and  daughter  and  boast  of  nine 
grandchildren.  It  is  pleasing  to  have  a  son-in-law  that  is  showing  interest  in  our 
favorite  flower,  with  a  special  interest  in  the  Japanese  Iris. 

Incidentally,  the  Waites  are  both  ‘retired’  and  enjoy  the  AIS  activities  and 
priceless  Iris-friends  together,  inclining  to  value  the  iris  friends  much  more 
than  the  iris! 


Region  2 — James  Burke 

Living  near  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  the  town  of  Lackawanna,  New  York  is 
James  Burke.  James  says  that  he  thoroughly  enjoys  life.  He  is  assisted  by  his 
charming  wife,  Ruth,  who  is  also  an  A.I.S.  Judge. 

Having  retired  from  the  banking  business  in  1 983,  he  now  has  plenty  of  time 
to  devote  to  his  favorite  flower  and  numerous  hobbies.  James  has  grown  iris 
since  the  early  1 960s  when  the  tall  bearded  varieties  caught  his  eye.  Over  the 
years,  he  has  come  to  love  and  enjoy  all  the  types  of  iris  and  grows  many  of 
them  except  the  exotic  species. 

Besides  gardening,  James  enjoys  jogging,  golf,  and  is  an  active  par¬ 
ticipator  in  the  community  affairs  of  Lackawanna.  Currently  he  is  a  member  of 
the  local  hospital  board  of  directors,  serves  in  the  capacity  of  president  of 
local  church  parish  council  and  is  chairman  of  the  local  Civil  Service  Com¬ 
mission. 


Region  4 — Lloyd  Zurbrigg 

Lloyd  Zurbrigg  was  born  and  raised  in  the  town  of  Listowel,  Ontario, 
Canada.  This  small  town  of  4,000  is  in  the  middle  of  the  Land  Between  the 
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Lakes,  and  just  north  of  Stratford-  Kitchener.  He  first  gained  a  love  for  plant 
breeding  from  his  minister,  the  late  Rev.  Alex  Edmison.  At  first  gladiolus  and 
delphiniums  were  the  focus  of  interest,  but  upon  proceeding  to  a  nine-year 
stint  at  the  University  of  Toronto,  the  change  to  iris  was  made  by  both  Lloyd 
and  Mr.  Edmison.  In  subsequent  stays  in  Stratford  and  Kingston,  he  intro¬ 
duced  the  Edmison  irises,  of  which  ROYAL  CANADIAN  is  perhaps  the  best 
known.  Lloyd’s  MDB  introductions,  the  Kerry  Piper,  Kerry  Lea,  and  Kerry 
Dance  trio,  first  bloomed  in  the  Edmison  garden  in  Brighton,  as  did  the 
remontant  tall  bearded,  NORTHERN  SPY. 

In  1958  Lloyd  left  Canada,  and  he  and  his  wife  Margaret  moved  to  Bloom¬ 
ington,  Indiana,  to  attend  I.U.  The  late  Earl  Roberts  of  Indianapolis  came  to 
his  rescue  and  grew  a  lot  of  his  stock  for  several  years.  In  Bloomington,  Lloyd 
met  Dr.  Raymond  G.  Smith  of  the  Speech  Department,  and  their  mutual 
interest  in  reblooming  iris  blossomed.  Raymond  also  gave  up  some  garden 
space,  so  that  the  newest  crosses  could  be  grown,  instead  of  remaining  in 
paper  packages. 

In  1 962  Lloyd  moved  to  Radford,  Virginia  as  professor  of  Music  in  the  then 
all-girl  school,  Radford  College.  The  climate  is  such  that  the  winter  is  cold 
enough  to  promote  hardiness,  while  the  summer  is  modified  from  the  extreme 
by  the  altitude.  Most  summer  nights  get  down  to  70°  F.  In  1 978  Lloyd  married 
Juanita  Grossman,  becoming  step-father  to  Jennifer  and  Amanda.  In  1 980  a 
son  was  lost  at  birth,  but  in  1981  a  daughter  Bethany  was  born. 

Of  the  Zurbrigg  iris,  PRINCESS  ANNE  was  a  fine  first  introduction,  a  tall 
bearded  yellow  with  white  center  in  each  fall.  Every  type  of  bearded  iris 
except  the  MTB  is  represented  in  his  introductions,  including  arilbreds. 
Among  the  best  known  are  BABY  BLESSED,  SDB,  which  won  the  A.M.  in 
1986.  Some  of  his  reblooming  introductions  which  have  won  the  H.M.  are 
EARL  OF  ESSEX,  SPIRIT  OF  MEMPHIS,  and  IMMORTALITY  Three  of  the 
newer  introductions  are  named  for  his  daughters.  JENNIFER  REBECCA, 
AMANDA  ERIN,  and  BETHANY  CLAIRE. 

Region  5— Margaret  Gaines 

Margaret  is  a  native  of  Rome,  Georgia;  married,  and  has  two  sons  and  two 
grandchildren.  She  graduated  from  Berry  College  with  a  degree  in  Art,  with 
some  graduate  work  at  West  Georgia  College. 

She  and  her  husband  John  started  a  nursery,  greenhouses  and  florist  shop, 
which  they  operated  for  approximately  ten  (10)  years.  Later  she  taught  school 
and  then  became  involved  in  her  husband’s  construction  business.  They 
retired  last  year  and  moved  to  the  country. 

Their  retirement  home  has  a  lovely  stream,  and  several  acres  for  planting 
almost  everything — especially  irises.  Plantings  of  bearded,  Siberian,  spe¬ 
cies,  Louisiana,  and  Japanese  iris  are  now  growing. 

She  is  very  involved  with  flowers  as  a  Nationally  Accredited  Flower  Show 
Master  Judge  for  over  twenty  (20)  years.  She  is  now  president  of  Imaginatif 
Study  Club,  and  belongs  to  several  plant  societies.  She  is  a  judge  in  the 
American  Daffodil  Society  and  the  National  Chrysanthemum  Society. 
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Her  friend,  Lucia  McKay,  sparked  Margaret’s  interest  in  irises,  and  in  1965 
she  joined  AIS.  She  is  an  AIS  Judge  and  served  as  Region  5’s  Judges  Training 
Chairwoman  last  year.  Her  hobbies  are  flowers,  art,  and  seeing  nature’s 
beautiful  things  and  people  with  her  husband. 

Region  1 7 — Ramona  Howard 

Born  in  Sweetwater,  Texas,  and  after  having  lived  in  several  cities  in  Texas, 
and  Los  Angeles,  California,  she  finally  settled  near  Lubbock,  Texas,  where 
she  attended  Draughn’s  Business  College  and  was  employed  in  the  banking 
business  for  ten  years,  working  as  a  bookkeeper  up  to  an  Assistant  Cashier. 

She  has  been  married  to  Charles  for  26  years  and  they  have  two  children,  a 
son,  Scott  (1 9),  who  attends  Texas  Tech  University  and  a  daughter,  Sharmon 
(16),  a  sophomore  at  Lubbock  High  School.  They  have  entered  many  iris 
shows  in  the  youth  division,  winning  ribbons  and  rosettes  in  both  the  Hor¬ 
ticulture  and  Artistic  Divisions. 

Ramona  grew  up  with  a  mother  who  had  grown  irises  since  1948,  and 
naturally  she  became  hooked  on  them.  She  has  been  growing  several  hun¬ 
dred  varieties  of  irises  since  1960,  and  has  been  actively  involved  with  the 
local  South  Plains  Iris  Society  and  AIS,  having  joined  in  1964  and  1966, 
respectively.  She  has  served  as  every  officer  except  Public  Relations  in  the 
local  society,  and  has  served  as  Secretary,  Judges  Training  Chairman,  and 
Newsletter  Editor  of  Region  1 7.  At  present,  she  is  growing  approximately  500 
different  varieties  of  TBs,  SDBs,  MTBs,  BBs,  MDBs,  Spurias,  Louisianas,  and 
Species.  Although  irises  have  always  been  her  favorite  flower,  Ramona  grows 
large  numbers  of  daylilies,  daffodils,  tulips,  and  roses.  She  has  also  been  very 
active  in  a  garden  club  and  another  plant  society.  She  became  a  National 
Council  Flower  Show  Judge  in  1 974  and  will  be  a  Master  Judge  after  her  next 
symposium.  She  became  a  Master  AIS  Judge  last  year. 

If  you  come  to  her  home,  you  will  see  something  with  an  iris  on  it  in  every 
room.  She  is  an  avid  collector  of  numerous  things  that  have  irises  on  them. 
Just  to  list  a  few:  there  are  sheets,  towels,  pictures,  dishes,  vases,  pill  boxes, 
clothes,  material,  jewelry,  mugs  of  all  shapes  and  sizes,  glassware,  lamps, 
and  trays. 

Ramona  enjoys  all  phases  of  gardening  and  especially  the  springtime, 
when  there  is  the  anticipation  of  blooms  never  before  seen  and  the  National 
AIS  Convention. 


Region  20 — Jess  Quintana 

Jess  V.  Quintana,  a  talented  gardener,  is  the  new  RVP  of  Region  20,  which 
encompasses  all  of  Colorado,  for  1987-1988. 

Jess  is  a  graduate  of  Western  State  College  at  Gunnison,  Colorado,  and 
also  attended  the  University  of  Denver  and  the  University  of  Northern  Colora¬ 
do  at  Greeley,  Colorado.  He  presently  is  an  art  instructor  in  the  Jefferson 
County  High  School  System  where  he  has  taught  since  1966.  His  major 
interest  is  in  pottery  and  he  has  handcrafted  some  excellent  pieces,  which 
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included  a  limited  edition  of  twenty  vases  especially  designed  for  the  1982 
A.I.S.  Convention  held  in  Denver.  Jess  is  a  native  of  Denver  and  has  lived  here 
all  his  life  except  for  a  two  year  hitch  of  teaching  in  the  Palm  Springs,  California 

area. 

Jess  has  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Region  20,  A.I.S.,  for  the  past 
several  years  and  is  currently  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  The  Magnolia 
Society,  which  is  very  active  internationally.  He  has  just  finished  a  two  year 
term  as  RVP  of  the  American  Hemerocallis  Society. 

He  is  a  very  talented  gardener  utilizing  every  available  space  in  a  limited 
garden  area  in  the  inner  city.  He  grows  approximately  300  varieties  of 
daylilies,  most  of  which  are  newer  cultivars;  about  200  iris,  and  thirty  varieties 
of  magnolias  along  with  other  varieties  of  plants.  His  collection  includes  many 
newer  roses  as  well  as  a  number  of  hardy  azaleas  and  rhododendrons. 

Jess  has  designed  and  built  a  greenhouse,  attached  as  the  main  entrance 
to  his  circa  1904  home  he  purchased  in  1968,  where  he  grows  orchids  and 
several  camelias. 

Hybridizing  of  iris  and  daylilies  is  a  popular  hobby  with  Jess  and  he  is 
producing  some  new  seedlings.  Some  of  his  daylily  seeds  have  been  sent  to 
England  and  China.  The  English  are  expecting  the  seedlings  to  bloom  this 
coming  summer,  but  a  few  months  prior  to  Jess’  visit  to  England  for  the 
Magnolia  Tour  of  beautifully  landscaped  gardens  surrounding  some  of  the 
more  prominent  Castles  in  Cornwall. 

With  Jess’  enthusiasm  and  interest  in  plants,  and  with  his  new  ideas,  we  in 
Region  20  will  surely  benefit,  with  him  as  our  new  RVP. 

Region  21 — Charles  Claussen 

Region  21  RVP  Chuck  Claussen  is  a  native  South  Dakotan,  born  and  raised 
in  Sioux  Falls.  He  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  that  area  except  for  two  years  in 
the  Navy  during  WW  II.  After  military  service  he  farmed  for  several  years  and 
worked  with  livestock.  He  then  went  back  and  finished  college  which  he  had 
started  before  the  war  and  received  a  bachelors  degree  in  Agriculture,  Animal 
Science.  Upon  graduation  he  went  to  work  for  John  Morrell  and  Company  in 
Sioux  Falls  as  a  livestock  buyer  where  he  stayed  until  retiring  in  1 983  after  26 
years. 

In  1959  Chuck  and  his  wife  bought  twenty  acres  of  bare  prairie  land  near 
Sioux  Falls.  It  still  has  a  part  of  the  wagon  trail  running  through  it  which  has 
been  preserved,  thus  the  name  of  Wagontrail  Acres  on  the  acreage. 

After  their  children  grew  out  of  4-H,  the  operation  gradually  went  from 
livestock  to  flowers.  When  he  inquired  from  garden  club  members  about 
hybridizing  flowers,  he  was  directed  to  Mr.  John  Griffin  who  led  him  into  iris 
and  hybridizing.  He  became  a  member  of  AIS  in  1973  and  an  accredited 
garden  judge  in  1978.  Since  1973  he  has  attended  all  but  one  of  the  Region 
21  AIS  meetings  and  has  attended  two  nationals.  He  has  introduced  three  iris 
cultivars.  His  main  interest  is  in  hybridizing  iris  but  he  also  has  many  other 
perennials,  including  hemerocallis,  peonies,  lilies,  roses,  mums  and  colum¬ 
bine. 
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Chuck  is  treasurer  of  Region  1  American  Hemerocallis  Society  and  is  also  a 
Master  Gardener  in  the  Cooperative  Extension  Service  Program. 

Chuck  and  his  wife,  Signey,  who  is  also  an  accredited  AIS  garden  judge, 
have  a  son  and  a  daughter,  both  married,  and  three  granddaughters. 

Region  23 — David  Ray  Hooten 

David  Ray  was  born  in  Aurora,  Missouri,  where  both  sets  of  grandparents 
planted  the  seeds  of  his  horticultural  interest.  He  still  has  fond  memories  of  the 
irises  grown  by  relatives  in  the  Joplin,  Missouri  area,  the  many  summers  when 
iris  rhizomes  were  dug  and  transplanted  by  the  bushel  basket  to  the  farm, 
and  passing  by  the  iris,  peonies,  and  daylilies  at  Gilbert  Wild  and  Son,  in 
Sarcoxie. 

He  moved  to  New  Mexico  and  was  educated  there.  This  is  where  he  found 
his  wife,  Donna.  They  have  two  children,  Heather  and  Brandon. 

Employed  by  the  City  of  Hobbs  for  15  years,  he  presently  serves  as  the 
Parks  Division  Director.  Daily  routines  are  operating  the  parks,  cemeteries, 
sports  fields,  nursery/greenhouse.  An  avid  horticulturist,  David  serves  on  the 
Southwest  Turfgrass  Association,  Lea  County  Horticultural  Forum,  Pesticide 
Management,  charter  member  of  the  local  Rose  Society,  and  has  many  other 
gardening  and  floral  interests.  Other  interests  are  hunting,  fishing,  racquet- 
ball,  home-canning,  and  cooking. 

A  member  of  the  Lea  County  Iris  Society,  he  has  served  in  all  the  local 
Society’s  officer  positions,  and  as  show  chairman  twice.  David  is  also  an  AIS 
accredited  judge  and  has  served  as  Chairman  for  the  Region  23  Fall  Conven¬ 
tion  hosted  by  the  local  Society  in  Hobbs  on  two  occasions. 

The  Hootens  grow  many  of  the  irises:  tall-bearded,  medians,  louisianas, 
Siberians,  aril/bred,  species.  Over  400  varieties  are  presently  being  grown. 
David  enjoys  his  iris,  along  with  growing  many  of  the  iris-relatives  not  com¬ 
monly  grown  by  gardeners. 


Remontancy  in  the  IRIS  GARDEN  1986 
Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg/Bill  Maryott 

The  iris  will  enter  the  twenty-first  century  as  a  remontant  plant.  This  is  a  bold 
statement,  and  perhaps  should  be  restated  in  this  way — the  bearded  iris  will 
enter  the  twenty-first  century  as  a  remontant  plant.  The  excellent  work  done 
by  Dr.  Currier  McEwen  with  Siberian  and  Japanese  iris  remontancy  and  the 
very  recent  work  done  by  Henry  C.  Rowlan  of  Little  Rock  with  remontancy  in 
the  Louisiana  iris,  gives  great  promise  in  the  beardless  sections.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  the  level  of  extended  bloom  is  not  yet  as  impressive  as  the  volume 
of  rebloom,  sometimes  approaching  everbloom,  in  the  bearded  irises. 

Reblooming  iris  varieties  have  so  improved  in  the  past  decade,  that  there 
are  representatives  of  both  the  Eastern  and  far-Western  types,  that  are  almost, 
if  not  fully  equal  in  beauty  to  their  once-blooming  counterparts.  (By  far- 
Western,  the  author  means  those  suitable  for  a  Mediterranean  climate;  by 
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Eastern,  he  means  those  suitable  for  cold-winter  climates.)  Using  these  in 
their  breeding,  the  hybridizers  cannot  fail  to  complete  the  transition  into 
complete  remontancy  for  the  bearded  iris,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the 
most  northern  states  where  the  growing  season  is  so  short. 

Two  California-bred  irises  that  are  being  used  extensively  for  remontant 
offspring  are  the  Dykes  Medal  winners,  VANITY  and  its  “child”,  BEVERLY 
SILLS.  VANITY '  especially,  is  known  to  do  extremely  well  almost  everywhere  in 
the  nation,  and  it  gives  a  rather  high  proportion  of  remontants  among  its 
offspring,  including  those  of  the  Eastern  type.  An  Oregon-bred  Dykes  Medal 
winner,  VICTORIA  FALLS,  also  grows  well  almost  everywhere,  and  it  too 
carries  a  good  bit  of  remontancy,  though  in  itself,  it  could  be  classified  only  as 
an  occasional  rebloomer  in  the  East.  It  also  gives  some  remontant  offspring  in 
many  locations. 


IMMORTALITY 


IMMORTALITY  is  a  new  white  remontant  that  has  gained  a  good  reputation 
already,  even  though  it  seems  to  resent  being  transplanted.  Opening  from 
pale  lavender  buds,  it  is  sparkling  white  in  sunshine,  and  of  pleasing  form. 
The  stalk  is  short  and  not  better  than  adequate  in  branching.  It  is  an  excellent 
parent  for  reblooming  iris  of  quality. 

BABY  BLESSED,  which  won  an  A.M.  in  1 986  is  a  modest  light  yellow  dwarf 
which  truly  excels  in  growth  and  rebloom,  making  it  a  very  valuable  garden 
iris.  Its  first  registered  “child,”  JEWEL  BABY,  has  also  done  rather  well  both 
East  and  West.  It  has  excellent  form.  In  Fresno,  California,  Dr.  John  Weiler  has 
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EARL  OF  ESSEX 


brought  forth  a  whole  series  of  SDB  remontants,  among  them  THIRD  WORLD , 
LITTLE  BISHOP,  TRIPLICATE,  THIRD  CHARM  and  others. 

An  older  remontant  that  has  retained  its  popularity  is  LATE  LILAC .  This 
variety  is  usually  short  of  stalk,  but  long  in  charm.  It  is  a  ruffled  lilac,  showing 
clearly  its  relationship  to  a  progenitor,  RIPPLING  WATERS. 

Another  classic  for  the  East  is  Frank  Jones’  GOLDEN  ENCORE,  whose 
prime  attributes  are  earliness  and  faithfulness  in  rebloom,  and  glowing,  rich 
color. 

QUEEN  DOROTHY  is  a  violet  on  white  plicata  from  Earl  Hall,  Dayton,  Ohio. 
This  variety  set  new  records  for  growth,  increase  and  bloom  at  the  recent 
Indianapolis  convention.  Although  not  as  wide  or  ruffled  as  most  modern 
once-blooming  iris,  its  hardiness  and  growth  make  it  very  desirable  indeed 
for  hybridizing  and  makes  an  excellent  garden  subject. 

One  of  the  first  remontant  tall  bearded  iris  to  show  a  fully  modern  form,  with 
lots  of  ruffles,  was  SPIRIT  OF  MEMPHIS,  and  it  has  a  rich  golden  yellow  color. 
Some  light  plicating  at  the  haft  bespeaks  its  descent  from  HALLOWEEN 
PARTY,  a  variegata-plicata  from  the  hand  of  Jim  Gibson.  The  parent  was  a  bit 
“iffy”  in  growth  and  rebloom  in  the  East,  but  a  truly  showy  iris  in  true  autumn 
colors.  SPIRIT  OF  MEMPHIS  grows  exceedingly  well,  but  does  not  throw  up 
many  fall  stalks. 

Another  very  new  one  that  gives  promise  of  being  a  regular  remontant  in  the 
East,  based  on  reports  from  three  gardens  in  Region  4,  is  MALAGUENA,  from 
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Joe  Ghio.  If  so,  we  are  very  fortunate,  for  this  lovely,  large  apricot-orange  is  a 
beautiful,  alluring  flower.  Yet  another  California  iris  that  gives  some  promise  of 
giving  two  performances  each  year  in  the  East  is  ALL  THAT  JAZZ  of  Don 
Denney.  Too  many  times,  an  iris  that  will  rebloom  in  coastal  California,  will  not 
prove  to  be  useful  in  Eastern  gardens.  Nevertheless,  they  will  be  excellent 
plants  for  the  climates  similar  to  their  place  of  birth.  To  that  end,  Bill  Maryott  of 
San  Jose  has  written  of  his  experience  with  remontancy,  and  his  report  will  be 
appended  to  this  report. 

Another  Californian  who  is  ardently  in  search  of  new  and  improved  remon- 
tants  is  Monty  Byers  of  Clearlake  Oaks.  His  top  favorite  ten  iris  varieties,  for 
1984,  included  three  Eastern  remontants,  EARL  OF  ESSEX,  CORAL  CHARM¬ 
ER,  and  BROTHER  CARL.  The  first  of  these  is  a  modern  violet  on  white 
plicata,  with  good  width  and  ruffling.  Its  main  fault  in  the  East  is  that  it  requires 
a  long  growing  season  for  rebloom.  CORAL  CHARMER  (Wright)  is  a  new  pink 
iris  that  was  shown  to  advantage  at  the  Indianapolis  convention.  It  may  be 
faulted  for  smaller  sized  flowers.  BROTHER  CARL  is  a  tall  white,  whose 
autumn  stalks  are  remarkably  endowed  with  branches  and  buds. 

It  was  generally  true  that  remontant  iris  varieties  tended  to  be  small 
flowered  in  the  past.  A  new  one  that  certainly  contradicts  that  criterion  is 
SUMMER  OLYMPICS  (R.  Smith).  This  beautiful  new  variety  is  doubly  de¬ 
scended  from  the  Dykes  Medalist  WINTER  OLYMPICS,  but  is  a  warm  sum¬ 
mery  yellow  with  a  bit  of  white  in  each  fall.  Flower  form  is  wide  and  ruffled, 
thoroughly  modern. 

To  avoid  disappointment  in  growing  remontants,  choose  those  suitable  for 
your  own  climate.  Provide  at  least  two-thirds  of  full  sunlight  in  all  but  the 
southernmost  states,  and  give  some  moisture  during  summer  heat, — the  very 
treatment  most  once-blooming  iris  do  not  want.  The  remontants  are  much 
more  likely  to  have  good,  attractive  foliage,  to  be  hardier,  and  more  likely  to  be 
fragrant.  They  are  still  new  enough  to  create  a  sensation  in  your  garden,  and 
to  silence  that  old  criticism  of  the  iris,  that  it  is  not  in  bloom  long  enough! 

Bill  Maryott  of  San  Jose,  California  has  noticed  a  few  interesting  things 
regarding  rebloomers.  First,  the  cold  weather  rebloomers  from  Virginia 
(Zurbrigg)  are  absolutely  dependable  in  the  warm  climate  for  rebloom.  The 
varieties  that  sometimes  rebloom  here  are  even  more  dependable  in  Santa 
Cruz,  California  where  they  have  an  even  milder  climate.  Some  varieties  that 
rebloom  consistently  in  Santa  Cruz  will  never  rebloom  in  San  Jose,  but  when 
used  in  breeding  will  create  reblooming  seedlings. 

Many  varieties  such  as  COMMUNIQUE  and  SKYFIRE  are  not  listed  as 
rebloomers  and  were  not  really  detected  as  rebloomers  until  grown  in  large 
plantings  where  they  clearly  demonstrated  these  traits.  Their  breeding  rec¬ 
ords  clearly  demonstrate  remontancy  is  an  inherited  trait  that  appears  to  be 
dominant  to  non-remontancy.  The  tendency  to  bloomout  appears  to  be  more 
closely  linked  to  the  rhizomes  ability  to  send  out  side  propagations  than  to  the 
tendency  to  rebloom. 

Another  interesting  breeding  point  is  flower  quality.  Creating  a  remontant 
seedling  that  competes  with  the  spring-only  bloomers  is  difficult  due  to  the 
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low  percentage  of  seedlings  that  rebloom.  We  stake  all  seedlings  that  re¬ 
bloom  the  first  year  and  mark  on  the  label  whenever  a  seedling  reblooms.  This 
gives  us  a  good  history  of  the  seedling’s  potential  after  observing  its  rebloom 
for  three  or  four  years.  Then  if  the  seedling  can  hold  up  as  a  potential 
introduction  in  the  spring  and  also  reblooms,  it  will  be  given  special  emphasis 
for  possible  introduction. 

We’ve  found  here  in  San  Jose  that  our  customers  are  very  interested  in 
rebloom  and  consequently  we  have  made  special  efforts  to  introduce  iris  with 
rebloom/extended  bloom.  Unfortunately,  we  have  found  no  way  to  assure 
these  cultivars  will  bloom  in  other  locales. 

The  following  recently  introduced  varieties  show  a  good  tendency  to  re¬ 
bloom  depending  upon  the  length  of  your  growing  season:  Attention  Please, 
Autumn  Heiress,  Avalon  Bay,  Bengal  Tiger,  Beverly  Sills,  Broadway,  Burgundy 
Brown,  Cameo  Wine,  Captured  Beauty,  Cease  Fire,  Communique,  Coral 
Chalice,  Coral  Charmer,  Cosmic  Lady,  Dancing  Cloud,  Double  Praise,  Earl  of 
Essex,  English  Cottage,  Evelyn,  Feedback,  Filoli,  Flamenco,  Generosity, 
Goddess,  Grace  Thomas,  I  Do,  Jean  Guymer,  Last  Dance,  Latin  Lover,  Leda’s 
Lover,  Malaguena,  Medieval,  Mixed  Doubles,  Night  Affair,  Oritam,  Pacific 
Tide,  Pandora’s  Purple,  Perfect  Couple,  Rainy  Falls,  Replay,  Scented  Nutmeg, 
Shaman,  Sharlee,  Skyfire,  Soap  Opera,  Spirit  of  Memphis,  Spyglass  Hill, 
Sunsnap,  Tut’s  Gold,  Victoria  Falls,  Wild  Jasmine,  Windsurfer. 
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Variety 

Points 

No.  Of 
Ballots 

Average  No. 
of  Points 

Ranking  By 
No.  of  Points 

CORN  HARVEST 

27 

4 

6.75 

1 

SIGN  OF  LEO 

21 

3 

7.0 

2 

VIOLET  MIRACLE 

20 

2 

10.0 

3 

IMMORTALITY 

19 

3 

6.33 

4 

HALLOWED  THOUGHT 

18 

3 

6.0 

5 

LEMON  REFLECTION 

18 

3 

6.0 

5 

QUEEN  DOROTHY 

16 

2 

8.0 

7 

GOLDEN  ENCORE 

16 

3 

5.33 

7 

RED  REVIVAL 

13 

2 

6.5 

9 

PERFUME  COUNTER 

12 

2 

6.0 

10 

CERTAINLY  CERTAINLY 

10 

1 

10.0 

11 

DOUBLE  PRAISE 

10 

1 

10.0 

11 

LATE  LILAC 

10 

1 

10.0 

11 

CORAL  CHARMER 

10 

2 

5.0 

11 

ROYAL  SUMMER 

10 

2 

5.0 

11 

SUMMER  OLYMPICS 

10 

2 

5.0 

11 

G.  PERCY  BROWN 

9 

1 

9.0 

17 

HALLOWEEN  PARTY 

9 

1 

9.0 

17 

ILLINI  REPEATER 

9 

1 

9.0 

17 

YELLOW  REPRISE 

9 

1 

9.0 

17 

BORN  AGAIN 

9 

2 

4.5 

17 

20 


AUTUMN  ENCORE 

8 

1 

8.0 

22 

FEEDBACK 

8 

1 

8.0 

22 

RAVENWOOD 

8 

1 

8.0 

22 

DA  CAPO 

8 

2 

4.0 

22 

EMMA  LOUISE 

7 

1 

7.0 

26 

NOW  AND  LATER 

7 

1 

7.0 

26 

SECOND  LOOK 

7 

1 

7.0 

26 

SUGAR  BLUES 

7 

1 

7.0 

26 

CROSS  STITCH 

7 

2 

3.5 

26 

EARL  OF  ESSEX 

6 

1 

6.0 

31 

AHEAD  OF  TIME 

6 

1 

6.0 

31 

SPIRIT  OF  MEMPHIS 

6 

1 

6.0 

31 

ENGLISH  COTTAGE 

6 

2 

3.0 

31 

AZURE  ENCORE 

5 

1 

5.0 

35 

DAWN  OF  FALL 

5 

1 

5.0 

35 

JEAN  GUYMER 

5 

1 

5.0 

35 

RETURNING  GLORY 

5 

1 

5.0 

35 

JOLLY  GOLIATH 

4 

1 

4.0 

39 

LOVELY  AGAIN 

4 

1 

4.0 

39 

CAYENNE  CAPERS 

2 

1 

2.0 

41 

GOLIATH’S  MATE 

2 

1 

2.0 

41 

JULY  SUNSHINE 

2 

1 

2.0 

41 

PEPPER  LANE 

2 

1 

2.0 

41 

PRINCESS  GLORIA 

2 

1 

2.0 

41 

DARK  VINTAGE 

1 

1 

1.0 

46 

DESIDERATA 

1 

1 

1.0 

46 

DOODLE  STRUDEL 

1 

1 

1.0 

46 

OCTOBER  SUN 

1 

1 

1.0 

46 

(Reprinted  from  The  Medianite,  Vol.  27,  #3  and  The  Reblooming  Iris  Recorder  #29) 


The  Saga  of  Remontant  SDB 

by  John  Weiler 

For  most  people,  interest  is  aroused  by  the  unusual,  extraordinary  or  exotic. 
Thus,  uncommon  plants  or  those  with  exceptional  flowers  or  from  distant 
lands,  have  always  been  desired  by  gardeners.  In  irises,  most  clones  flower 
briefly  in  the  spring  and  then  remain  vegetative  for  the  rest  of  the  growing 
season.  The  gardener  must  wait  about  50  weeks  to  see  the  flowers  again. 
Rare,  exceptional  cultivars  have  occasionally  produced  flowers  out  of  normal 
season  and  even  fewer  do  so  on  a  regular  basis.  These  unusual  or  extraordi¬ 
nary  plants  have  stimulated  the  interest  of  a  few  amateurs  growing  irises,  but 
the  kinds  available  which  do  bloom  more  than  once  a  year,  the  remontants, 
have  until  recently  been  available  in  limited  numbers  and  restricted  color 
range.  This  is  especially  true  for  Standard  Dwarf  Bearded  irises,  but  recently 
more  effort  has  been  directed  towards  improving  the  repeat-flowering  in  this 
group. 
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From  the  start,  there  were  several  parallel  objectives,  including  more  con¬ 
sistent  repeat  flowering,  a  broader  color  range  and  better  flower  forms. 
Secondary  goals  were  to  advance  to  autumn  bloom,  so  that  more  iris  growers 
could  enjoy  a  second  bloom,  particularly  where  the  growing  season  is  rather 
short,  and  to  produce  flowering  more  often  than  twice  a  year. 

In  the  California  climate  there  were  only  three  cultivars  that  were  reasonably 
reliable  for  repeat  flowering.  BRIGHT  EYES,  raised  by  Gerald  Darby  in  En¬ 
gland,  is  a  plant  with  a  small,  narrow  flower  of  muted  light  yellow  with  a  plum 
colored  spot  on  each  fall.  It  was  registered  as  an  IB,  but  in  this  garden  is  a 
typical  SDB  in  both  height  and  bloom  season.  TWICE  BLESSED  has  a  slightly 
larger  flower  with  narrow  hafts  but  is  a  clean,  light  yellow  bi-tone.  LITTLE 
BLACKFOOT  has  a  broader  dark  violet  flower  which  occasionally  gives  a 
flower  about  two  weeks  after  early  spring  bloom  and  a  scattering  of  bloom 
most  autumns.  Others  which  rather  uncommonly  bloom  a  second  time  each 
year  are  JOY  BRINGER,  a  white  of  good  form  with  greenish  spots  near  the 
beards,  and  BABY  SNOWFLAKE,  a  white  with  broad  petals  and  green  hafts 
but  far  less  dependable  bloom  both  spring  and  autumn.  Among  a  few 
cultivars  which  occasionally  flower  again  at  midsummer  instead  of  autumn 
are  GINGERBREAD  MAN,  an  odd  golden  brown  with  lavender  beards  and  its 
descendant,  RUBY  CONTRAST,  a  dark  ruby  with  considerable  blue  tones 
and  lavender  beards.  In  1970  a  start  was  made  using  these  and  combining 
their  traits  with  once-blooming  SDBs  of  different  colors  and  better  form. 

After  15  years  of  work,  some  remarkable  success  has  been  achieved  for 
some  of  the  goals,  while  others  are  yet  to  be  realised.  The  first  selection  to  be 
registered  and  introduced,  BABY  TEARS,  extended  the  color  range  to  yellow 
amoena.  It  came  fro  BLUE  CANARY  X  (BRIGHT  EYES  X  GRACE  NOTE).  It 
tends  to  bloom  heavily  in  spring  and  to  scatter  autumn  bloom  from  mid- 
October  throughout  winter  unless  a  hard  freeze  of  25°F  (~4°C)  or  lower 
occurs.  On  vigorously  growing  plants  that  are  not  crowded,  it  also  tends  to 
scatter  an  occasional  bloom  during  summer  months.  Like  all  of  these  SDB 
remontants,  on  crowded  clumps  three  or  more  years  old,  repeat  flowering  is 
not  dependable. 

Two  years  after  BABY  TEARS,  three  cultivars  were  introduced,  each  flower¬ 
ing  twice  in  spring  and  again  in  autumn.  All  had  BRIGHT  EYES  and  GRACE 
NOTE  in  their  parentage,  as  has  BABY  TEARS.  THIRD  CHARM  is  a  medium 
blue  violet,  with  a  dark  violet  spot  on  the  falls.  THIRD  WORLD  is  a  garnet  to 
red-violet  bicolor  with  blue  beards,  and  THRICE  BLESSED  is  a  clean,  full 
yellow  with  blue-white  beards. 

More  improved  cultivars  have  been  introduced  since  then.  The  color  range 
has  been  broadened,  flower  form  has  begun  to  improve  and  flowering  has 
become  more  frequent  and  reliable  but  the  time  of  autumn  flowering  has  not 
yet  been  brought  forward,  and  there  are  still  many  colors  found  in  spring¬ 
flowering  irises  that  would  be  desirable.  It  was  decided  to  use  some  newer 
SDB  cultivars  to  extend  the  color  range. 

The  first  addition  of  a  color  pattern  to  the  remontant  SDB  from  this  series  of 
cross-pollinations  has  been  a  variegata.  In  the  first  generation  from  a  once- 
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blooming  cuitivar  FIRE  ONE  crossed  with  a  small  remontant  golden  tan  and 
henna  variegata,  many  brightly  colored  clones  were  produced,  almost  all 
variegatas,  and  two  of  which  also  flower  in  autumn. 

Apricot,  pinkish  and  salmon  colors  are  recessive,  as  are  plica! a  patterns, 
and  these  characters  are  only  now  appearing  in  the  second  generation, 
without  autumn  flowering.  So  there  is  some  more  work  to  be  done.  Blue  seifs 
are  another  group  that  is  slow  to  come  and  none  as  yet  show  repeat  flowering. 

Yellows,  both  seifs  and  amoenas  and  violets  with  repeat  flowering  are  being 
produced  more  rapidly.  There  is  one  broad  petalled,  full  yellow  of  glittering 
intensity  that  blooms  heavily  in  the  spring,  then  a  lesser  amount  towards  the 
end  of  the  tall  bearded  season,  and  flowers  well  in  autumn  and  into  the  winter 
in  California. 

There  are  several  other  hybridizers  at  work  in  the  USA,  among  them  Lloyd 
Zurbrigg  of  Virginia,  Earl  Hall  in  Ohio,  Ben  Hager  and  Carl  Boswell  both  from 
California,  all  of  whom  have  named  new  cultivars  in  recent  years.  These  are 
genetically  unrelated  to  my  lines  of  breeding  and  as  they  are  woven  to  the 
gene  pool,  variation  will  be  enhanced.  Before  another  ten  years  has  passed, 
we  can  confidently  predict  that  all  the  colors  available  in  non-remontant  SDB 
will  be  available  in  remontants.  Scattered  summer  bloom  is  already  appear 
ing  in  the  seedlings  but  most  of  them  need  much  work  on  flower  form  and 
color  clarity.  Still,  this  indicates  that  even  more  frequent  bloom  is  possible. 
Furthermore,  when  we  are  able  to  concentrate  on  breeding  remontant  by 
remontant,  selections  can  be  made  more  rigorously  for  earliness  or  rebloom, 
repeated  bloom  during  the  growing  season,  flower  form,  disease  resistance 
and  a  host  of  other  characteristics.  Such  developments  will  have  a  significant 
impact  upon  the  iris  growing  public  and  the  popularity  of  our  favorite  garden 
flower.  As  the  excitement  increases,  we  will  come  to  realize  that  we  are,  in  fact, 
at  the  threshold  of  an  explosive  development  for  all  remontant  irises. 

(Reprinted  from  the  British  Remontanat  iris  Group  (BRIG)  Bulletin) 


Remontant  Medians  Introduced  Before  1980 


AU FUMN  INDIAN  (G.R  Brown  1957)  IB,  Ecru/red-purple  variegata. 

BABY  BLESSED  (Zurbrigg  1979)  SDB,  Pale  yellow. 

BABY  SNOWFLAKE  (Peterson  1963)  SDB,  White  self,  white  beard,  hint  of 
green  at  haft. 

BEAU  (Gatty  1973)  SDB,  Red-violet  blending  deeper. 

BELLA  ROSE  (H.  Wright  1972)  IB,  Pink-lavender  cream  plicata. 

BELLEEK  PASTEL  (Applegate  1972)  BB,  Lt.  buff  blended  lavender. 
BLESSED  AGAIN  (Jones  1976)  IB,  Yellow  S,  white  F. 
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BONUS  (Dennis  1971)  IB,  Yellow  and  white  plicata,  cinnamon  on  S. 
BORDER  DUETTE  (Smith  1966)  BB,  Yellow  self. 

BOUNTIFUL  BLUE  (Hill  1972)  IB,  blue.  (Median  Checklist  says  “Unknown, 
not  registered,  not  introduced.” 

BRIGHT  EYES  (Darby  1958)  SDB,  Yellow,  blue  thumb  print. 

BRONZE  BABE  (Brown  1963)  SDB,  Bronze-copper  bitone. 

CHIMERA  (Zurbrigg  1961)  IB,  White  blazed  maroon. 

CIRCLETTE  (Goett  1963)  SDB,  White-violet  plicata. 

DOUBLE  TAKE  (Hager  1976)  SDB,  Lavender-gold  blend. 

EARLY  EDITION  (Keppel  1970)  IB,  white-violet  plicata. 

EBONY  EMBERS  (Brizendine  1965)  IB,  Black. 

ELEANOR  ROOSEVELT  (McDade  1933)  IB,  Deep  purple. 

EMBROIDERY  (Keppel  1970)  BB,  White-blue  violet  plicata. 

FALL  FESTIVAL  (Smith  1966)  BB,  White-violet  plicata. 

FINE  PRINT  (Keppel  1968)  SDB,  White-lavender  plicata. 

GINGERBREAD  MAN  (B.  Jones  1969)  SDB,  Brown,  blue  beard. 

KONTIKI  (Plough  1966)  IB,  White-violet  plicata. 

LATE  SHOW  (H.  Wright  1967)  BB,  Lilac. 

LT.  DE  CHAVEGNAC  (Berry  1941)  BB,  white-violet  plicata. 

LITTLE  BLACKFOOT  (Reinhardt  1967)  SDB,  Deep  red-black. 

LITTLE  SUSIE  (Quadros  1970)  BB,  white/pink  amoena. 

MANZANITA  (Hamblen  1972)  BB,  Purple  bordered  plum. 

MARMALADE  SKIES  (Niswonger  1978)  BB,  Apricot-orange. 

ORACLE  (Ghio  1971)  BB,  Lt.  blue,  deeper  spot. 

PALE  CLOUD  (Keppel  1969)  IB,  White-lavender  blue  plicata. 

PETKIN  (Zurbrigg  1969)  BB,  White-amethyst  plicata. 

PINK  KITTEN  (Wood  1977)  IB,  Pink  from  blue  side. 

POLAR  FLAME  (Smith  1960)  BB,  Yellow. 

PREAMBLE  (Keppel  1967)  IB,  White-veronica  violet  plicata. 

PUPPET  (Hager  1969)  SDB,  Lavender,  mahogany  hafts. 

RUNAWAY  (A.  Brown  1971)  IB,  Blue-tan  reverse  bitone. 

SANGREAL  (J.  Sass  1935)  IB,  Yellow. 

SNOWPREME  (Zurbrigg  1977)  SDB,  White  marked  yellow. 

SPRING’S  RETURN  (Benson  1963)  BB,  Red-violet  blazed  white. 

SPRING  THRILL  (Zurbrigg  1977)  IB,  Medium  yellow  self. 

SUMMER  TABLETINE  (Brown)  IB,  Pale  yellow,  brown  veins. 

SWIZZLE  (Hager  1972)  IB,  Yellow-brown  plicata. 

TAWNY  (Pray  1974)  IB,  Tan-blue  blend. 

THREE  SMOKES  (Warburton  1970)  SDB,  Smoky  grey-green. 

TWICE  BLESSED  (Dennis  1 966)  SDB,  Yellow. 

ULTRA  (Sass  1926)  IB,  Blue. 

ULTRA  ECHO  (Rich  1972)  BB,  Blue-violet  bitone. 

VAMP  (Gatty  1972)  IB,  Red-purple  edged  tan. 

YELLOW  WAVE  (S.  Weiler  1974)  IB,  Empire  yellow. 

(Reprinted  from  The  Reblooming  Iris  Recorder,  #29  and  The  Medianite,  Vol.  27,  #3) 
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Remontant  Medians  Introduced  Since  1980 


BABY  TEARS  (Weiler  1980)  SDB,  White/yellow  amoena. 

FAIRY  FOOTSTEPS  (Blyth)  SDB,  White,  It.  blue  plicata. 

HEAVEN’S  BOUNTY  (Miller  1982)  BB,  Ruffled  deep  purple. 
HONEY  GLAZED  (Niswonger  1984)  IB,  Cream/amber. 

I  BLESS  (Zurbrigg  1984)  IB,  Cream  self. 

JADE  PARADE  (Black  1980)  SDB,  Greenish  mustard. 

JEWEL  BABY  (Hall  1984)  SDB,  Deep  purple. 

KHAKI  PRINT  (Weiler  1983)  SDB  Lavender  with  olive  thumbprint. 
LADY  EMMA  (Jones  1985)  MTB,  Yellow. 

LITTLE  BISHOP  (Weiler  1984)  SDB,  Bishop’s  violet. 

ON  DEMAND  (Nichols  1982)  IB,  Orange-cream  blend. 

SMALL  FLASH  (P.  Black  1983)  SDB,  Yellow/rose-purple  bicolor. 
THIRD  CHARM  (Weiler  1982)  SDB,  Full  violet,  large  darker  spot. 
THIRD  WORLD  (Weiler  1982)  SDB,  Red-violet  bitone. 

THRICE  BLESSED  (Weiler  1982)  SDB,  Full  yellow. 

TRIPLICATE  (Weiler  1983)  SDB,  Tan/brown  bitone. 

WILLOWMIST  (Weiler  1983)  SDB,  Pale  greenish  yellow. 

(Reprinted  from  The  Medianite,  Vol.  27,  #3  and  The  Reblooming  Iris  Recorder,  #29) 


THRICE  BLESSED  WILLOW  MIST 

Reblooming:  Species  or  Clonal  Trait? 
by  William  G.  McGarvey 

To  start  this  report  from  the  right  point  of  view  it  is  necessary  to  state  that 
what  I  have  to  say  is  preliminary  and  I  know  that  it  is.  Large  scale  studies  are 
needed  to  verify  or  refute  the  results  to  be  reported  here,  but  the  experience 
obtained  is  still  worth  while  since  it  does  suggest  that  more  comprehensive 
studies  will  be  worth  the  effort  to  make  them. 
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To  answer  the  question  as  to  why  this  article  was  written,  I  wish  to  call 
attention  to  the  statements  encountered  in  numerous  places  in  literature, 
“Such-and-such  trait  is  characteristic  to  the  species  l.x.”  Among  such  state¬ 
ments  are  those  that  say,  as  we  find  on  page  1 0  of  the  book  Garden  Irises  in  a 
paragraph  on  the  subject  of  reblooming,  “Many  are  advanced  generation 
hybrids  of  chamaeiris  dwarf  and  tall  bearded  kinds,  .  .  What  this  statement 
really  says  is  that  reblooming  is  characteristic  of  the  chamaeiris  species.  This 
paper  is  being  written  to  throw  doubt  on  just  such  statements. 

My  experience  from  crosses  that  have  by  now  resulted  in  some  thousands 
of  seedlings  which  have  reblooming  genes  seem  to  show  that  the  reblooming 
tendency  must  be  mutational  in  character  and  clonal  in  location.  To  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  no  wild  species  of  iris  reblooms  with  the  regularity  that 
characterizes  the  regular  spring  or  early  summer  blooming.  Reports  on  the 
reblooming  of  species  have  always,  in  my  reading,  referred  to  some  second 
bloom.  The  species  that  have  been  reported  to  include  some  trend  toward 
reblooming  do  have  one  factor  in  common — they  tend  to  bloom  early.  This,  in 
relation  to  the  fact  of  later  rebloom,  makes  sense  since  there  must  be  time  for 
development  of  second  bloom,  and  those  that  get  off  to  an  early  start  will 
obviously  have  more  of  a  chance  to  produce  this  result  than  will  their  later 
blooming  relatives.  But  early  first  bloom  is  not  enough  since  many  species 
that  bloom  early  have  not  been  found  to  contain  any  rebloomers. 

Mutations  happen  to  individuals  and  only  become  species  wide  in  their 
distribution  in  wild  populations  when  they  bring  a  survival  advantage  to  the 
individuals  having  the  trait.  The  very  fact  that  no  species  of  iris  is  a  consistent 
rebloomer  strongly  suggests  that  reblooming  brought  no  particular  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  individuals  that  developed  it.  But  the  fact  that  it  has  persisted  even 
though  not  widely  dispersed,  is  also  evidence  that  it  carries  no  strong  lethal 
influence.  Perhaps  the  best  statement  about  the  survival  effect  of  reblooming 
is  that  up  to  this  time  it  produces  little  effect  one  way  or  another. 

When  man  steps  into  the  picture  the  situation  changes.  The  mutation  may 
interest  some  person  much  more  than  the  wild  type.  Under  natural  conditions 
white  tigers  would  seem  to  have  a  disadvantage  when  compared  to  yellow 
tigers,  but  an  ex-maharaja  in  India  is  breeding  them  for  sale  and,  provided 
man  does  not  decide  to  destroy  himself  along  with  all  animals,  this  practically 
guarantees  the  continuation  and  expansion  of  the  trait.  That  the  iris  hybridizer 
wants  rebloomers  means  that  rebloomers  will  multiply. 

I  have  only  one  small  piece  of  evidence  that  seems  to  run  contrary  to  my 
statement  that  reblooming  is  clonal  and  is  a  characteristic  of  individuals.  When  I 
crossed  albertii  R-4  with  a  clone  of  olbiensis  San  Angelo  (red-violet  form),  I 
obtained  a  number  of  rebloomers.  (As  I  write  on  July  23,  1967,  one  of  these 
seedlings  is  throwing  its  second  crop  of  bloom  stalks).  The  olbiensis  plant 
involved  is  a  clone  I  obtained  from  L.F.  Randolph  numbered  1-44-F.  This  plant 
has  produced  a  whole  series  of  rebloomers  for  me  but  it  has  never  produced  a 
first  generation  reblooming  seedling  when  crossed  to  another  olbiensis  plant 
from  Randolph.  In  fact  the  second  plant  of  olbiensis  San  Angelo  has  been  less 
productive  of  rebloomers  in  the  role  of  grandparent  than  have  a  majority  of  irises. 
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Now  it  must  be  granted  that  lines  of  plants  from  two  olbiensis  clones  provide  a 
reduced  basis  for  describing  species  behavior,  but  doing  the  best  with  mate¬ 
rials  available,  these  olbiensis  plants  behave  in  conformity  with  the  hypothesis 
that  reblooming  is  clonal.  About  the  albertii  plant,  I  am  not  so  sure. 

In  the  literature  I  find  “Albertii  Regel”  and  “I  albertii,  Regel”  and  note  the 
presence  and  absence  of  capital  letters  and  the  relation  of  Regel  to  the 
species  name.  For  example  in  the  Handbook  of  Garden  Irises  by  Dykes  I  find 
I. Alberti  on  page  210.  But  in  the  index  of  Garden  Irises  by  Randolph,  Iris 
albertii  is  listed  on  page  566.  The  point  to  these  differences  in  designation  is 
that  Alberti  Regel  or  Albertii  Regel  should  refer  to  clones  and  the  numerous 
references  to  Albertii  Regel  producing  rebloomers  should  mean — in  full 
agreement  with  my  hypothesis— that  an  individual  iris  plant  has  the  genes  for 
this  characteristic.  But  “I. albertii”  is  the  term  that  would  be  used  to  refer  to  the 
species.  Since  I  can’t  tell  in  every  case  just  by  reading  these  names  whether 
the  persons  who  wrote  them  were  using  them  carefully  to  make  the  distinc¬ 
tions  between  clone  and  species,  or  just  using  them  because  they  were  the 
only  names  they  knew,  I  can’t  know  whether  the  references  to  Alberti-albertii 
are  to  clone  or  to  species.  In  the  case  of  Randolph,  I  know  he  used  the 
designations  carefully,  but  he  said  nothing  about  the  species  producing 
rebloomers.  In  any  event,  the  albertii  plant  that  I  have  is  the  one  that  was  sent 
to  Randolph  by  Rodionenko  from  the  USSR  and  this  clone  carries  the  number 
in  the  Randolph  garden  of  R-4.  Grown  with  other  plants  reputed  to  be  albertii 
species  plants,  this  one  is  the  only  one  that  conforms  to  the  Dykes  description 
of  the  species  Regel,  named  in  honor  of  his  son  Albert,  and  this  plant 
conforms  in  every  detail  including  the  one  of  the  order  in  which  the  three  buds 
in  the  terminal  are  expected  to  open.  But  in  spite  of  all  this,  what  I  used  was 
one  clone — R-4— and  so  this  still  leaves  me  with  the  idea  that  reblooming  is 
found  in  the  genes  of  individuals  and  not  distributed  throughout  a  species.  It 
would  take  a  goodly  number  of  wild-collected  /.  albertii  to  test  the  distribution 
in  the  species.  There  is  still  another  unlikely  possibility — that  the  plant  I  own  is 
a  division  of  the  actual  clone  that  Regel  obtained  from  Russian  Turkestan.  The 
very  large  correspondence  between  the  Dykes  description  and  the  specific 
characteristics  of  the  plant  in  my  garden  suggests  so  little  variability  and  so 
much  homogeniety  that  one  wonders  whether  he  is  considering  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  a  species  or  the  actual  clone  that  was  used  to  describe  it  in  the  first 
place. 

In  a  number  of  places,  including  the  AIS  Bulletins,  there  have  been  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  Sass  rebloomers  and  to  the  fact  that  the  plants  they  used  to 
obtain  their  results  were  not  l.pumila  as  originally  stated,  but  I.  chamaeiris, 
and  the  latter  was  offered  as  the  explanation  for  the  reblooming  charac¬ 
teristics.  In  crossing  collected  chamaeiris  species  plants  together  with 
known  rebloomers,  i  have  never  had  a  rebloomer  in  the  first  generation  and 
have  never  had  any  from  chamaeiris  X  chamaeiris  in  any  generation.  I  don’t 
doubt  the  reports  that  rebloomers  have  come  from  chamaeiris,  but  my  experi¬ 
ence  demonstrates  that  the  trait  is  not  species  wide,  and  that  it  may  even  be 
an  uncommon  trait  of  only  a  few  individuals. 
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In  crossing  two  species  croatica  plants  with  known  rebloomers  I  received  a 
number  of  rebloomers  in  the  first  generation  from  the  cross  of  croatica  Klanjec 
X  Rundlett  E-05-R.  This  croatica  plant  was  collected  in  Yugoslavia  by  Ran¬ 
dolph  and  named  for  the  location  from  which  it  was  taken.  The  other  croatica 
was  croatica  Straynjec,  also  from  Yugoslavia,  but  no  rebloomers  have  been 
obtained  from  this  plant.  I  have  lost  croatica  Klanjec  over  the  winter  periods 
which  are  severe  in  Oswego,  New  York,  but  croatica  Straynjec  has  prospered. 
Klanjec  showed  signs  of  growth  in  the  spring  long  before  Straynjec  and 
bloomed  early,  which  may  have  been  its  undoing.  I  do  have  the  genes  from 
the  rebloomer  in  a  number  of  its  seedlings  and  they — the  seedlings — seem 
hardy  enough.  But  again,  the  evidence  shows  the  trait  of  reblooming  to  be  a 
very  individual  thing. 

To  sum  up,  my  experience  shows  that  reference  to  the  presence  of  the 
reblooming  tendency  should  be  made  to  the  fact  that  a  very  specific  plant 
possesses  the  genes  for  the  trait.  If  a  species  plant  is  referred  to  in  this  regard, 
it  should  be  designated  very  carefully  by  number,  or  if  a  registered  clone,  by 
its  registered  name.  For  example,  Randolph  registered  olbiensis  Sanni- 
candro  in  1960  and  this  plant  is  one  individual  and  should  not  be  used  as 
though  it  represents  the  whole  species.  My  own  crosses  of  albertii  R-4  with 
other  plants  were  crosses  between  individuals  and  not  between  an  individual 
and  a  species.  This  point  seems  important  enough  to  suggest  that  references 
to  the  use  of  species  plants  without  such  careful  reference  to  the  number  of 
registered  name,  are  almost  useless. 

Suggestion:  be  careful  to  keep  the  numbers  of  any  species  plants  you 
obtain,  and  then  use  them  when  you  report  crosses.  In  passing,  the  work  that 
Charlotte  Gantz  is  doing  to  encourage  care  in  the  use  of  particular  clones  is 
obviously  important  and  consistent  with  the  suggestion. 

Needed  research:  The  only  species  that  seems  likely  to  warrant  study  to 
determine  if  it  has  a  species-wide  tendency  to  produce  rebloomers  is  /. 
albertii.  To  make  such  a  study  a  relatively  large  number  of  clones  collected 
from  the  areas  where  the  species  grows  wild  would  be  needed.  But  since  the 
species  is  diploid,  reasonably  small  progenies  from  the  collected  clones 
should  produce  the  required  information.  The  small  problem  of  persuading 
the  USSR  to  cooperate  in  collecting  the  needed  plants  would  seem  to  be  the 
only  difficulty  in  the  way. 

(Reprinted  from  The  Reblooming  Iris  Reporter,  No.  12,  August  1967) 


Is  Iris  Aphylla  Remontant? 

by  Bee  Warburton 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me  curious  that  Iris  aphylla,  which  in  our  climate 
and  undoubtedly  in  its  native  habitat  is  completely  deciduous,  and  goes  to 
bed  very  early  in  the  fall,  should  so  often  be  said  to  rebloom.  Some  of  these 
reports  were  no  doubt  the  result  of  confusion  between  the  species  itself  and 
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its  many  hybrid  forms  which  might,  like  their  contemporaries  the  widely 
circulated  44-chromosome  intermediates  of  the  early  days,  show  a  rebloom¬ 
ing  tendency  purely  from  their  exuberance  of  growth,  the  so-called  “hybrid 
vigor.” 

Survey  of  the  literature  of  the  dwarf  and  species  irises  shows  another 
possible  explanation  for  these  rumors — confusion  between  two  completely 
opposite  irises,  the  winter-dormant  l.aphylla  of  northern  Europe,  and  the 
summer-dormant  I.  subbiflora  of  Spain  and  Portugal.  Such  a  confusion 
seems  unreasonable,  but  it  actually  happened  as  we  shall  see,  in  the  gar¬ 
dens  and  the  literature  of  the  nineteenth  century  This  literature  was  surveyed 
and  gathered  into  a  paper  by  the  Wrights  in  the  1 920s,  and  their  entire  paper 
has  been  published  as  a  Chronicle  by  the  Historical  Robin  Group,  Harriet 
Segesseman,  Editor.  (See  also  Medianite  12:4,  p.  71,  October  1971).  The 
following  excerpt  from  none  other  than  Sir  Michael  Foster  in  RHS  Journal  Vol. 
II,  pp.  139-143,  1889,  illustrates  the  confusion: 

“Let  me  now  direct  your  attention  to  a  group  of  irises  coming  next  to  the 
germanica  group,  the  members  of  which  are  never  other  than  dwarf.  Their 
foliage  is  small,  and  their  scape,  bearing  a  few  flowers  only — often  three, 
or  even  only  two — rarely  exceeds  a  foot  and  a  half  in  height.  There  are 
several  irises  of  this  kind  found  in  South  Europe.  One  of  them  was  called  by 
Linnaeus  biflora,  meaning  in  reality  bis  florens,  twice  flowering,  because  it 
is  very  apt  to  throw  up  a  second  late  bloom  in  autumn;  and  it  is  convenient 
to  speak  of  the  whole  group  as  the  “biflora  group.”  As  far  as  I  can  make  out 
there  are  some  three  or  four  fairly  distinct,  that  is,  specifically  distinct,  irises 
belonging  to  this  group;  one,  which  when  it  bears  deep-coloured  flowers 
always  seems  to  be  very  handsome,  was  called  by  Lamarck  I.  nudicaulis, 
because  the  scape  is  not,  as  in  so  many  other  irises,  clothed  and  indeed 
hidden  with  clasping  leaves,  but  seems  to  rise  as  a  “naked”  stem  straight 
up  from  the  rhizome.  This  plant,  which  varies  in  its  tint  of  purple,  has  also 
been  called  /.  bohemica.  It  grows  in  southeastern  Europe,  and  I  cannot  as 
yet  distinguish  from  it  any  separate  I.  hungarica.  One  special  feature  of  the 
plant  is  that  it  loses  its  leaves  early  and  entirely,  so  that  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  winter  the  rhizome  is  hidden  underground,  or  shows  only  quite 
dormant  buds.  In  Italy  there  is  found  an  allied  form  differing  from  the  above 
in  having  the  scape  more  or  less  clothed  with  leaves  at  the  base,  as  well  as 
in  other  features;  and  it  is  this  which  I  usually  find  labeled  “nudicaulis”  in 
collections.  In  Portugal  occurs  still  another  form,  with  larger  and  fewer 
flowers  than  the  above,  sometimes  bearing  only  one  or  two,  the  I.  sub¬ 
biflora  of  Brotero.  The  character  of  flowering  a  second  time  in  autumn  is 
one  on  which  no  great  stress  ought  to  be  laid;  whether  it  occurs  or  not 
depends,  a  good  deal,  on  the  season,  and  is  much  more  special  to 
particular  plants  than  a  constant  feature  of  any  one  form.” 

Of  this  confusion  Dykes  says,  in  his  monograph  published  some  34  years 
after  Foster’s  remarks  had  been  printed,  “This  iris  was  first  observed  by 
Clusius  in  the  neighborhood  of  Coimbra  in  Portugal  about  1565,  and  de¬ 
scribed  and  figured  by  him  as  Iris  lusitanica  seu  biflora  on  pp.  282-3  of  his 
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History  of  Rare  Spanish  Plants  (1576).  He  there  states  that  he  found  plants  in 
flower  in  November  and  gave  it  the  name  biflora  on  account  of  its  habit  of 
flowering  in  autumn  as  well  as  in  spring.  Clusius’  figure  shows  the  small  acute 
spathes  and  the  clasping  bract-like  leaves  on  the  stem  and  there  is  a  similar 
figure  in  the  Hortus  Eystettensis  with  the  name  of  portugalica.  The  biflora  in 
that  work  is  almost  certainly  the  Central  Europe  aphylla,  and  it  is  probably  by 
a  misquotation  of  these  two  figures  that  Linnaeus  first  began  the  confusion 
between  I.  biflora  and  I.  aphylla,  which  continued  down  to,  and  even  after,  the 
publication  of  Brotero’s  I.  subbiflora  which  is  expressly  stated  to  be  the  biflora 
of  Clusius  but  not  of  Linnaeus.” 

It  is  much  more  natural  that  the  southern  European  plants,  which  have  a 
natural  summer  dormancy  and  are  winter  evergreen,  should  bloom  for  a 
second  time  in  late  fail,  than  that  a  northern  plant,  which  becomes  dormant 
quite  early  in  fall  should  make  haste  to  put  up  some  belated  stalks  before  it 
goes  to  sleep  for  the  long,  cold  winter.  To  be  sure,  just  enough  reports  of  such 
behavior  come  in  to  leave  an  open  question,  but  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  no 
guarantee  that  such  reports  are  not  due  merely  to  belated  first  flowering  of 
plants  that  failed  to  show  in  their  usual  spring  season.  But  then,  there  is  the 
example  of  I.  balkana,  which  is  also  a  deciduous  species  and  doesn’t 
ordinarily  rebloom;  but  the  Darby  form  nearly  kills  itself  every  fall  with  exces¬ 
sive  second  flowering.  It  certainly  is  possible  that  an  occasional  clone  of  /. 
aphylla  might  do  this,  too.  Does  anybody  know  of  one? 

(Reprinted  from  Medianite,  Vol.  13,  No.  4,  October  1972.) 


FROM  the  GUEST  EDITOR’S  DESK 

The  weeks  have  quickly  passed  since  I  was  asked  by  President 
Rasmussen  to  guest  edit  the  April  Bulletin.  The  whole  process  involved  in 
putting  this  publication  together  has  been  a  challenging,  rewarding,  and 
educational  experience. 

I  cannot  begin  to  thank  Keith  Keppel,  Kay  Nelson,  and  Betty  Crouch  for 
their  advice  and  suggestions  given  the  past  several  months  while  I  have 
worked  on  this  endeavor.  My  work  was  made  much  easier  by  the  valuable 
contributions  made  by  Terry  Aitken,  Allan  Ensminger,  Sterling  Innerst,  Ben¬ 
nett  C.  Jones,  George  Shoop,  and  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg.  Their  articles  cover  a 
broad  range  of  topics  which  I  am  sure  most  of  you  will  find  very  interesting. 

A  special  treat  is  in  store  for  all  A.I.S.  members  when  we  receive  the  July 
Bulletin  which  will  be  guest  edited  by  Terry  Aitken.  Terry  plans  to  cover  the 
topic  of  the  Japanese  Irises.  He  is  a  superb  writer  and  photographer. 

Last,  but  not  least,  I  cannot  overlook  the  contributions  made  by  the  Re¬ 
blooming  and  Median  Sections  of  the  American  Iris  Soceity  to  this  April 
Bulletin.  Reprint  material  from  their  latest  joint  publication  will  give  many  an 
insight  into  the  development  of  the  modern  remontant  irises. 
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Everything  Is  Falling  Into  Place 

Allan  Ensminger 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1967,  twenty  years  ago,  that  I  found  my  first  iris 
seedling  with  variegated  color  in  the  flower.  This  immediately  became  a 
hybridizing  goal.  Ever  since,  I’ve  been  making  crosses  each  spring  towards 
beautiful,  well-formed,  variegated  flowers  in  various  colors.  Progress  has 
been  slow. 

In  1 976  I  chanced  upon  a  seedling  that  had  variegated  foliage  but  only  on 
one  side  of  the  fan.  This  intrigued  me  because  this  same  phenomenon  has 
occurred  so  many  times  with  the  variegated  flowered  plants.  In  my  original 
plant  with  variegated  color  in  the  flowers,  the  variegation  occurred  in  the 
flowers  on  only  one  side  of  the  first  bloom  stalk  and  the  increase  on  only  that 
side  of  the  plant  that  had  the  variegated  flowers. 

So,  I  was  interested  in  this  variegated  foliage  plant  that  was  half  and  half 
and  expected  that  it,  too,  would  have  increases  with  variegated  foliage  only 
on  one  side  of  the  plant. 

Can  you  imagine  this  plant  with  leaves  entirely  green  on  one  side  of  the  fan 
and  leaves  both  white  and  green  on  the  other  side?  Observing  this  plant 
revealed  several  things  to  me. 

First,  the  growing  center  of  the  plant  gives  alternate  signals,  i.e.  “now  make 
an  all  green  leaf  for  the  right  side — now  make  a  variegated  leaf  for  the  left 
side,”  etc.,  etc. 

Second,  the  leaf  edges  have  a  tongue  and  groove  relationship  to  each 
other  that  is  reversed  for  the  two  sides  from  the  center  of  the  fan.  So  every  leaf 
is  supported  by  the  leaves  on  both  sides  of  it. 

Third,  the  leaf  appears  to  have  three  layers.  The  two  outside  layers  have 
chlorophyl,  and  what  appears  to  be  an  inside  layer  has  no  pigment.  When  the 
leaf  is  variegated,  it  sometimes  shows  three  colors.  In  those  areas  of  the  leaf 
where  there  is  no  chlorophyl  in  both  outside  layers,  it  is  white  or  cream 
colored.  In  the  areas  where  only  one  outside  layer  has  pigment,  the  leaf  is  light 
green  in  color,  and  in  those  areas  where  both  outside  layers  have  chlorophyl, 
the  leaf  is  dark  green  in  color. 

This,  my  first  plant  with  variegated  foliage,  had  two  increases  on  the 
variegated  side  that  were  also  variegated,  and  neither  of  the  two  had  suffi¬ 
cient  chlorophyl  to  make  it  on  their  own.  After  they  had  grown  large  enough 
and  were  separated  from  the  mother  rhizome,  both  became  sickly  and  died. 

But  the  idea  had  been  sown.  “Wouldn’t  it  be  great  to  have  an  iris  with 
variegated  foliage  and  with  variegated  flowers?”  An  ad  was  placed  in  the 
A.i.S.  Bulletin  offering  to  buy  tetraploid  TB  iris  plants  with  variegated  foliage. 
There  was  no  response. 

We  continued  the  search  and  acquired  Striped  Britches  from  Ruby  Short,  a 
variegated  foliage  seedling  from  Ben  Hager,  and  Striped  Jade  from  John 
Weiler. 

Striped  Britches  came  first,  and  my  first  crosses  used  it  as  the  pollen  parent 
since  it  reluctantly  set  seed.  I  grew  at  least  a  thousand  seedlings  using 
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Ensminger  281-29 


variegated  flowered  irises  as  the  pod  parent  and  Striped  Britches  as  the 
pollen  parent  and  didn’t  get  one  variegated  foliage  seedling. 

Then  by  chance  we  got  a  take  and  a  pod  on  Striped  Britches.  Of  the  thirty 
seedlings,  15  had  no  chlorophyl  and  died  as  soon  as  the  food  supply  in  the 
endosperm  was  depleted.  Of  the  remaining  15  plants,  twelve  were  all  green 
and  three  had  variegated  foliage. 

So  it  became  apparent  that  variegated  foliage  is  a  sex-linked  trait  transmit¬ 
ted  through  the  ovule  and  not  through  the  pollen.  Only  when  the  pod  parent 
has  variegated  foliage,  will  any  of  the  progeny  have  variegated  foliage. 

Since  then,  for  the  past  four  or  more  years,  I’ve  been  getting  5  to  20 
variegated  foliage  seedlings  per  year.  The  ratio  of  variegated  foliage  seed¬ 
lings  to  total  seedlings  has  averaged  less  than  our  first  experience.  Out  of  1 00 
seedlings,  50  will  have  no  chlorophyl  and  10%  of  the  remaining  50  will  have 
variegated  foliage.  So  the  yield  has  been  about  5  out  of  100. 

Many  of  these  variegated  foliage  seedlings  have  been  small  and  puny,  and 
it  has  appeared  that  if  we  were  ever  to  get  one  vigorous  enough  to  bloom  with 
an  acceptable  flower,  it  would  be  Border  Bearded  size. 

But  in  ’84,  one  of  the  82-29  cross  was  a  large  plant  with  variegated  foliage 
fully  1 8"  tall.  Fortunately,  we  crossed  82-29  with  Everything  Plus  and  got  a  row 
of  big  healthy  seedlings.  One  of  the  six  that  have  variegated  foliage  has  tall, 
spear-shaped  leaves  with  considerable  contrast  between  the  white  and  dark 
green  areas  in  the  leaves.  As  an  added  bonus,  this  plant  has  leaves  with  a 
rosy-violet  base  giving  it  a  pleasing  tri-color  effect. 

One  of  its  all-green  sister  seedlings  has  the  darkest  green  foliage  that  can 
be  imagined.  In  a  patch  of  3,500  seedlings,  it  stands  out  and  looks  black  in 
comparison.  The  nearest  green  in  the  Horticulture  Color  Chart  is  .960 — 
Spinach  Green.  So  this  plant  must  be  used  as  a  pollen  parent.  Hopefully 
when  it  blooms  in  1987,  it  will  be  beautiful  with  fertile  pollen. 
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There  has  been  constant  effort  to  improve  the  variegated  flower  plants. 
Each  year  we  procure  the  best  plicatas  available  to  use  as  parents  with  our 
best  variegated  flower  seedlings.  In  1986  Mary  Dunn’s  Go  Around  grew 
beautifully  for  us.  Go  Around  was  growing  in  an  undesirable  place  on  the 
north  side  of  a  high  stockade  fence.  The  irises  around  it  languished  for  lack  of 
direct  sunlight,  but  Go  Around  flourished.  Last  July  we  dug  it  up  to  line-out  in  a 
better  location  to  be  used  as  a  parent  another  year,  and  we  found  out  why  it 
grows  so  well.  Go  Around  has  two  to  three  times  as  many  roots  as  the  normal 
TB  iris.  So  we  must  do  our  best  to  incorporate  this  desirable  trait  in  our 
variegated  foliage  plants. 

So  everything  is  falling  into  place  to  give  us,  eventually,  this  beautiful  iris 
with  variegated  flowers  and  strong,  healthy  tri-colored  variegated  foliage,  the 
green  so  dense  with  chlorophyl  that  the  contrast  with  the  white  is  very 
attractive.  A  plant  that  everyone  will  grow  successfully  because  its  extensive 
root  system  and  its  concentration  of  chlorophyl  will  enable  it  to  do  well  even  in 
adverse  garden  situations. 

Do  you  recall  that  I  said  that  the  yield  of  variegated  foliage  plants  is  only  5 
out  of  1 00  seedlings?  I  haven’t  revealed  until  now  that  as  of  1 986,  there  hasn’t 
been  even  one  variegated  foliage  seedling  with  variegated  flowers. 

The  good  Lord  will  have  to  help  me  accomplish  this  miracle.  And  I  do  not 
have  forever,  as  I  am  approaching  my  75th  birthday. 

These  Are  Different 

The  established  colors,  such  as  yellow,  white,  blue,  near  blacks  and  near 
reds,  are  all  very  beautiful.  The  depth  of  color,  form,  etc.  in  the  pinks,  oranges, 
peaches,  etc.  are  nearing  perfection  too.  Very  nice  plicatas  have  arrived  in 
many  varied  colors  over  the  last  number  of  years. 

So  many  fine  iris  are  appearing  in  the  fields  of  the  hybridizers  causing  one 
to  seek  the  new  and  different  color  and  combinations  of  colors.  I  will  name  a 
few  of  these  that  were  seen  this  last  season.  Some  were  introduced  before 
1986. 

GINGER  SWIRL  (Schreiners)  is  a  yellow  tan  flower  with  near  white  falls 
rimmed  with  a  wide  yellow  tan  band.  It  has  everything!  GYPSY  WOMAN 
(Schreiners)  is  a  new  combination  of  lemon  yellow  standards  and  near  white 
falls  with  a  nice  rose  banded  edge.  Good  branching  and  with  many  buds. 
AFTERNOON  DELIGHT  (Ernst)  has  lavender  standards  and  falls  are  lavender 
with  nice  broad  tan  rims.  Great!  CLASSIC  EDITION  (O.  Brown)  is  a  new  color! 
A  brick  pink  self  with  lovely  form,  good  branching,  and  many  buds.  MULLED 
WINE  (Keppel)  is  a  most  pleasing  iris.  EVER  AFTER  (Keppel)  is  said  to  be 
even  better.  SYNCOPATION  (Gatty)  is  one  of  the  best  variegatas  on  the 
market.  TIGER  RUTTER  (R.  Ernst)  has  golden  standards  and  red  falls  with 
yellow  rims.  HAWAIIAN  QUEEN  (Shoop)  is  a  new  combination  of  brown 
purple  standards,  orange  falls  and  tangerine  beards.  Any  of  the  above 
mentioned  iris  will  surely  be  used  to  develop  new  colors  by  hybridizers  in  the 
future. 
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USE  ALL  OF  IT 

Kathleen  Beardsley 


Just  because  iris  bloom  season  ends  does  not  mean  that  we  must  wait  until 
next  year  to  use  this  plant  in  artistic  arrangements.  Not  only  the  blossom  but 
every  part  and  parcel  of  the  plant  is  useful.  By  a  little  experimenting  one  can 
even  make  interesting  arrangements  from  the  leaves,  stalks,  pods,  seeds, 
and  even  the  rhizomes. 

The  foliage  of  either  the  Tall  Bearded  iris  or  the  more  slender  leaves  of  some 
of  the  species  should  be  tried  in  line  arrangements.  The  sickle-shaped  leaves 
of  the  Arils  and  the  variegated  leaves  of  the  pallida  variegata  offer  enticing 
possibilities. 

For  a  variation  on  upright  leaves,  both  ends  of  the  leaves  may  be  secured  to 
the  pinholder  thus  forming  an  arch.  Several  of  these  arches  might  be  placed 
one  inside  of  another,  making  a  more  solid  area;  placed  side  by  side  these 
result  in  lines  similar  to  ribbon  candy.  Another  possibility  is  arranging  the 
leaves  in  a  descending  spiral,  or  perhaps  a  Hogarth  curve  when  working  with 
the  Arils. 
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Plump  green  seed  pods  are  as  attractive  as  buds  for  an  arrangement.  All  of 
the  blossoms  on  a  well-branched  stalk  might  be  pollinated  with  just  this  in 
mind.  Of  course,  later  in  the  year  the  ripened  seed  pods  that  have  split  open 
may  be  utilized.  Don’t  overlook  the  pods  of  varying  forms  on  the  Spurias, 
Siberians,  and  other  iris  species. 

Perhaps  you  have  already  tried  all  of  these  suggestions.  Then  have  you 
tried  using  the  iris  stalks  with  only  the  spathe  valves  remaining  on  them?  Quite 
unique  silhouettes  result  with  the  spathe  valves  alternating  along  the  zigzag 
iris  stalk.  These  are  fine  for  winter  bouquets  and  keep  indefinitely. 

I  would  guess,  too,  that  you  have  not  tried  using  the  rhizome  itself  in  an 
artistic  arrangement.  Large,  fat  rhizomes  should  be  chosen.  They  should  be 
dug  carefully  by  loosening  the  soil  in  a  wide  area  around  them  so  as  to  retain 
as  much  as  possible  of  their  long  trailing  roots. 

Cut  off  all  but  four  to  six  inches  of  the  leaves.  These  may  be  cut  off  straight 
across  or  at  any  angle  desired.  One  can  experiment  for  effects.  The  top  of  the 
leafy  fan  is  then  inserted  in  the  pinholder  with  the  iris  RHIZOME  UPENDED. 

The  trailing  roots  may  be  coaxed  into  unique  lines.  These  lines  may  again 
be  further  enhanced  by  iris  leaves  placed  around  or  beside  the  rhizome. 
Several  upended  rhizomes  of  small  iris  might  be  grouped  in  differing  angles 
at  varying  heights. 

Simple  mats  woven  from  the  narrow  leaves  of  iris  may  be  placed  under 
these  arrangements.  Leaves  of  Siberian  iris  are  fine  for  this.  I  still  have  some 
mats  that  were  made  several  years  ago.  Besides  being  durable  the  leaves 
have  retained  considerable  of  their  green  coloring. 

Of  course,  just  the  loose  iris  leaves  may  be  used  without  weaving.  Place 
them  diagonally  under  the  container  or  in  such  a  fashion  as  to  harmonize  with 
the  lines  of  the  arrangement.  The  sickle-shaped  leaves  lend  themselves 
naturally  to  the  lines  of  a  round  container. 

For  a  variation,  fashion  a  mat  simulating  bamboo.  Use  straight,  dried  iris 
stalks.  Glue  them  closely  together  the  full  length  of  a  suitably  shaped  piece  of 
cardboard.  A  weight  of  books  helps  to  hold  this  flat  until  the  glue  is  dry.  This 
bamboo-like  mat  may  be  placed  under  the  container  or  upright  behind  it  for  a 
background. 

Dried  iris  seed  of  a  rich  brown  color  may  be  used  alone  or  in  combination 
with  iris  leaves  or  stalks  in  making  one  of  these  mats.  The  seeds  may  be  glued 
in  place  as  an  edging  or  in  whatever  design  strikes  your  fancy. 

An  added  touch  of  interest  may  be  achieved  by  using  accessories.  A 
bursting  seed  pod  with  scattered  seeds,  or  a  pair  of  tweezers  placed  beside 
a  few  dried  stamens  are  suggestions. 

As  you  see  by  now  there  are  endless  combinations  and  possibilities.  Those 
listed  here  just  hint  a  few  of  them  from  which  you  may  improvise.  Let  us  not 
limit  ourselves  to  only  the  blossoms  of  this  interesting  plant  when  with  a  little 
manipulation  we  can  make  use  of  each  and  every  part  of  the  iris  in  our  artistic 
arrangements 

(Reprinted  from  AIS  Bulletin  #153,  April  1959) 
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Varietal  Comments 

Bennett  C.  Jones 

In  our  garden  the  season  begins  with  the  SDBs.  To  see  something  earlier, 
we  drive  over  to  the  Aitkens  garden  where  Barbara  and  Terry  maintain  a  nice 
collection  of  Miniature  Dwarfs  and  their  SPARKY  is  a  nice  way  for  their  season 
to  begin.  A  violet  self  with  a  deeper  violet  spot  at  the  base  of  silver  violet 
beards.  I  like  its  form  and  color.  When  finally  the  SDBs  begin  to  bloom, 
BRIGHT  VISION  (Shoop)  seem  again  to  be  the  best  of  the  pinks  here.  It  has 
substance  and  form  so  lacking  in  most  dwarf  pinks  to  date.  A  blended  pink, 
deeper  around  the  tangerine  beards.  MICHAEL  PAUL  (W.  E.  Jones)  though 
no  longer  one  of  the  newest,  there  is  nothing  to  displace  it  as  the  leading  deep 
purple.  Superior  in  form,  habit  of  growth  and  bold  in  color.  LITTLE  EPISODE 
(Rawlins)  is  deep  blue  violet  different  and  appealing  because  of  a  neat  light 
violet  rim  around  the  falls.  It  has  class.  With  all  of  its  ruffles,  wide  round  falls  of 
white  and  ruffled  domed  standards  of  lemon  cream  STARLIGHT  WALTZ 
(Helsley)  is  a  star  in  our  garden.  Lovely  form  and  it  grows  well.  PAC  MAN 
(Bellagamba)  is  another  SDB  with  near  perfect  form.  This  one  is  cream 
shaded  chartreuse,  it  is  ruffled  and  it  blooms  forever. 

Among  the  intermediates,  HELL  CAT  (Aitken)  is  most  worthy  of  its  wide¬ 
spread  popularity.  Light  blue  standards  contrast  sharply  with  the  deep  vel¬ 
vety  purple  falls  which  flare  to  horizontal.  Well  formed  flowers  are  carried  on 
many  branched  stems.  RARE  EDITION  (Gatty)  is  very  showy  and  always  a 
performer  here.  A  deep  violet  on  white  plicata,  the  color  is  crisp  and  bright. 
BUTTER  PECAN  (Hager)  is  a  beautiful  yellow  and  warm  brown  plicata  that  I 
like  more  and  more  each  time  it  is  seen. 

Two  Border  Bearded  iris  from  Keith  Keppel  are  prime  examples  of  what  a 
border  iris  should  be.  Both  are  within  measurements  set  for  the  class.  PRE¬ 
DICTION  with  its  standards  of  lavender  pink  and  its  falls  of  ivory  banded  rosy 
lavender  is,  perhaps,  my  favorite.  The  entire  plant  is  in  correct  proportion  and 
a  frothy  bouquet  when  in  bloom.  The  newer  SHENNANIGAN  is  well  named. 
Deep  salmon  standards,  pinkish  falls  blend  to  dahlia  red  with  some  sharp 
ruffling  which  adds  pertness  to  the  flower.  Quite  different  and  very  good. 

So  much  is  happening  to  tall  bearded  irises.  Not  so  much  pertaining  to  form 
as  we  have  all  the  width,  ruffling  and  lace  that  can  be  desired.  New  colors  and 
color  patterns,  I  think,  are  the  future  and  the  future  is  at  hand.  There  are  some 
exciting  things  coming  your  way.  CLASSIC  EDITION  (O.  Brown)  is  a  new  brick 
pink  and  is  surely  the  finest  of  those  with  Far  Corners  in  their  pedigree.  This 
one  has  everything  it  needs  to  show  off  its  fine  new  colored  flowers.  ART 
CENTER  (O.  Brown)  is  an  early  entrant  to  the  trend.  Ruffles  galore  show  off  the 
bright  orange-peach  standards  which  contrast  nicely  with  the  white  falls 
rimmed  in  blended  apricot,  lavender  and  brown.  Though  it  may  be  a  little 
short  of  buds,  I  still  spend  a  lot  of  time  looking  at  it. 

There  are  a  lot  of  very  interesting  flowers  sporting  large  white  spots  around 
or  below  the  beards  and  EXOTIC  STAR  (Plough)  is  one  of  them.  The  tall  well 
branched  stems  display  the  dark  purple  flowers  with  large  white  spots 
blended  into  the  purple  of  the  falls. 
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George  Shoop’s  contribution  to  the  future  began  some  time  ago  with 
RINGO,  yet  to  be  equalled,  let  alone  surpassed.  The  color  combinations  in  his 
garden  are  fantastic.  Of  the  very  new  and  similar  HULA  DANCER  and 
ISLAND  GIRL,  I  prefer  the  later.  Standards  are  rose,  tan  and  lavender,  wide 
flaring  falls  are  blended  apricot  and  yellow  with  bright  tangerine  red  beards. 
Dramatic  is  his  BLAZING  LIGHT  and  many  of  the  seedlings  from  it.  It  has 
bright  yellow  standards,  glistening  white  falls  with  the  upper  third  covered 
with  brilliant  orange  and  bright  red  beards.  Though  not  tall,  the  color  is  it! 
AMERICAN  BEAUTY  (Shoop)  is  apart  from  the  maintstream.  Very  white  stan¬ 
dards  and  very  red  beards,  the  falls  begin  white  at  the  haft  becoming  textured 
blue  deepening  in  color  along  the  way.  In  the  past  we  have  had  combinations 
of  blue  and  yellow,  but  what  a  leap  forward  was  made  with  EDITH  WOLFORD 
(Hager).  Strong,  well  branched  stalks  carry  large  neatly  ruffled  flowers  with 
yellow  standards  and  blue  violet  falls  which  shade  a  bit  lighter  around  the 
edges. 

A  color  you  might  not  have  seen  is  found  in  LOYALIST  (Schreiners).  A 
brilliant  claret  cerise  self  including  the  beards.  The  flowers  are  ruffled  just 
enough  to  add  zest  to  the  whole  beauty  of  the  display. 

I  can’t  say  there  is  anything  new  so  far  as  the  color  yellow  is  concerned,  but 
we  need  lots  of  yellow  in  the  garden  and  there  are  fine  irises  in  this  class.  I 
maintain  a  loyalty  to  GOLD  GALORE  (Schreiners)  because  of  its  bright  gold 
non-fading  flowers  and  its  dependability.  The  pastel  PRECIOUS  MOMENTS 
(Gatty)  is  my  favorite  yellow  because  of  such  beautiful  form  to  go  with  creamy 
yellow  standards  and  white  falls  and  the  right  amount  of  ruffling.  Try 
Schreiners’  YUKON  TERRITORY  if  you  like  them  big,  tall,  brilliant  with  lots  of 
buds.  It  is  bright  gold,  a  little  deeper  around  the  edges  and  the  beards  are 
darker  in  color. 

Blues  come  a  dime  a  dozen,  but  for  purity  of  color  in  the  marine  blue  range, 

I  prefer  SEA  OF  JOY  and  BREAKERS,  both  from  Schreiners.  Each  is  different 
from  the  other  in  ruffling  and  form,  both  grow  on  tall  stems  with  excellent 
branching  and  bud  count.  It  is  hard  to  choose  between  them. 

Iris  in  Pennsylvania — 1986 

Sterling  Innerst 

It  is  a  pleasant  thought  to  take  a  mental  stroll  through  the  iris  beds  in 
November.  Especially,  since  all  will  soon  be  mulch  with  not  even  a  leaf  to  be 
seen  until  March  of  1987.  Although  we  grow  newer  ones  in  some  of  the 
classes  mentioned,  I  feel  that  they  have  been  surpassed  by  the  performance, 
form,  etc.,  of  these  that  have  been  mentioned  in  this  article.  This  article  mainly 
focuses  on  those  varieties  performing  in  our  garden. 

Several  whites  that  stood  out  in  1 986  were  Laced  Cotton,  Leda’s  Lover,  Pray 
for  Peace,  Pearls  and  Gold,  Moment  in  Time,  Angelic  Light,  Snow  Beacon, 
and  Bubbly  Mood.  Though  some  of  the  above  mentioned  varieties  are  not  of 
the  latest  generation,  but  these  looked  great  in  the  garden.  Laced  Cotton  is 
extremely  dependable  each  year  and  seems  to  be  of  the  purest  white.  It  has 
7-9  buds  and  is  nicely  branched  .  .  .  although  a  hair  top  branched  at  times 
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.  .  .  and  the  lace,  wow!  Leda’s  Lover  is  a  creamier  white  with  nice  ruffles  and 
great  full  form  .  .  .  though  a  tad  tall  for  my  liking,  it  does  stay  standing.  It  has 
6-7  buds  here  for  us.  Pray  for  Peace  makes  a  beautiful  clump  and  is  super 
vigorous.  Very  white,  wide  and  ruffled.  It  is  about  32"  here  with  very  full 
rounded  form.  Pearls  and  Gold  is  nice,  but  not  vigorous  for  us.  The  laced 
yellow-gold  edge  is  nice,  but  this  one  is  on  the  shorter  side.  Moment  In  Time 
has  just  been  super.  It  is  a  husky  grower,  and  during  mid-season  is  a  clump  of 
show  stalks  each  having  4  fresh  open  blooms  at  once.  Excellent  form  and 
ruffles.  Actually,  it  is  more  cream  with  some  light  yellow  than  white.  Angelic 
Light  is  earlier  than  Moment  in  Time  and  gives  show-stalks.  Being  blue-white 
and  not  having  many  ruffles,  but  possessing  excellent  form.  Snow  Beacon 
has  also  been  great  here.  Very  vigorous  with  excellent  stalks.  It  usually  had 
only  5-6  buds  for  us,  but  the  huge  fuzzy  yellow-gold  beards  are  terrific! 
Bubbly  Mood  has  been  impressive  here  for  2  years.  It  only  grows  about  34" 
but  is  very  ruffled  and  quite  lovely. 

Yellows  (light-dark  to  gold)  and  yellow  amoenas  always  lighten  up  the 
garden.  Several  were  outstanding.  Alpine  Journey  is  most  likely  the  best 
white  over  yellow  that  I  have  seen.  Slightly  tailored,  falls  are  near  gold  and  the 
standards  are  very  pure.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  as  vigorous  as  some  on  a  one 
year  plant,  but  is  still  a  beauty.  Perfect  Interlude  has  been  very  pleasing  wih 
huge  blooms  with  cream  standards  and  light  yellow  falls.  It  is  a  vigorous 
grower  possessing  many  buds.  I  was  not  impressed  with  Wedding  Candles  in 
Boston  when  it  won  the  Cook  Cup,  but  for  us  it  has  been  a  dependable  and  vig¬ 
orous  iris.  It  is,  to  me,  more  of  a  light  yellow  bitone  and  makes  an  impressive 
garden  subject.  Lighted  Within  is  short  here  .  .  .  about  30",  but  the  contrast  is 
good.  The  orange  beards  add  interest  to  the  texture  effect  of  the  gold  falls. 

Idol's  Dream  is  a  very  early  blooming  variety.  Every  stalk  is  a  show-stalk 
which  display  the  mid-yellow  flowers  beautifully.  The  flowers  are  excellently 
formed  and  born  on  36"  stalks.  This  variety  is  so  vigorous  that  it  must  be 
divided  every  two  years.  Pavi  Ella  is  short  here  about  32"  but  has  a  very 
pleasant  fragrance  and  is  quite  vigorous.  The  creamy  yellow  blossoms  are 
nicely  formed.  Catalyst  is  still  outstanding  here  in  deep  yellow  to  gold  with 
beautiful  form.  Pleated  Gown  and  Copyright  have  both  been  nice  in  light  to 
mid-yellow  with  very  good  ruffled  form.  Both  of  these  could  have  more  buds. 
Speculator  is  more  of  a  burnt  gold  and  has  been  spectacular  each  year 
making  a  striking  clump.  Tut’s  Gold  and  Gold  Galore  must  be  mentioned  for 
their  excellent  coloration  and  dependability.  The  most  impressive  new  one  in 
this  class  is  Glazed  Gold.  On  first  year  plants  it  open  three  regularly  and  is  of 
deep  gold  with  lacquered  finish. 

Regarding  the  pinks,  it  is  hard  to  be  impressed  after  seeing  and  growing 
Beverly  Sills.  Even  here  introduced  progeny  have  not  been  as  stylish  as  she. 
Muchas  Gracias  is  sturdy  but  seems  coarse  next  to  Beverly  Sills.  Con  Amore 
compares  favorably  with  Muchas  Gracias.  Warm  Embrace  still  is  impressive 
and  grows  well  once  established.  Irene  Nelson  is  a  toasted  pink  and  has  been 
nice  with  lace.  Joyous  Melody  looked  good  in  several  gardens  in  our  area  and 
is  very  similar  in  coloring  to  Irene  Nelson.  Eden  is  very  deeply  colored,  but  a 
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poor  grower  here.  Exhilaration  is  vigorous,  tall  and  attractive,  but  the  form  of 
its  flower  seems  a  little  coarse  to  me. 

Several  good  reds  have  come  out  lately.  When  War  Sa/'/s  first  bloomed,  I  was 
disappointed,  but  this  one  has  since  won  me  over.  It  is  a  vigorous,  tall  and 
dependable  cinnamon-spiced  red  self.  Marauder  is  an  excellent  formed 
burgundy-red  with  gold  beards  but  a  rather  poor  grower  in  our  area  gardens. 
Danger  is  a  much  better  growing  variety  with  wine-burgundy  flowers  sporting 
a  satiny  finish  though  it  is  on  the  short  side.  Clearfire  has  been  nice,  but  not  as 
great  as  it  was  seen  during  the  Tulsa  national  convention.  Shortman's  Garnet 
Ruffles  is  not  a  rapid  increases  but  stand  back  and  look  at  the  ruffled  flowers! 
Glowing  Garnet  is  really  nice  being  smooth  and  dark  with  excellent  form. 
Haida  Dancer  is  short  and  a  slow  grower,  but  very  smooth  in  color. 

When  one  talks  about  black-appearing  iris  it  is  still  hard  to  beat  the  shorter 
By  Night.  It  produces  excellent  show  stalks  and  unlike  a  good  number  in  this 
class,  it  is  very  ruffled.  Black  Madonna  is  quite  dark  and  very  nice  though 
somewhat  tailored.  Darkside  was  good  on  a  first  year  plant  but  was  not  as 
dark  as  expected  though  it  sported  many  buds.  Houdini  was  great  on  a  first 
year  plant,  very  dark  and  very  ruffled.  Watch  It  grew  very  well,  but  did  not 
appear  very  dark  here  but  had  beautiful  branching.  Superstition  being  a  red- 
black  was  great  again  everywhere.  Raven’s  Roost,  Black  Tornado,  and  Crow's 
Nest  are  all  still  too  good  not  to  grow  in  your  garden. 


NAVAJO  JEWEL 

We  are  surrounded  by  dark  blue  and  purple  iris.  Among  the  best  include 
Titan’s  Glory  which  is  very  tall  and  beautifully  branched  with  buds  galore! 
Pledge  Allegiance  is  a  bit  darker  than  Titan’s  Glory  but  also  shorter.  It  makes  a 
striking  picture  in  a  clump.  Jean  Hoffmeister  is  very  tall  being  more  blue  than 
purple  with  multiple  buds  and  is  very  vigorous.  Night  Affair  is  tall,  dark,  and 
great.  Though  not  real  tall,  St.  Louis  Blues  is  very  different.  Its  huge  blossoms 
really  stand  out.  Faithfulness  is  a  tall  truer  blue  with  many  buds.  Royal  Viking 
and  Star  Wars  are  very  dark  blue  and  very  ruffled  though  they  do  not  seem  to 
like  our  climate. 

Light  blues  are  not  quite  as  numerous  as  the  darker  shades,  but  still  several 
nice  ones  merit  comment.  Tide’s  In  has  well  formed  blooms  and  great  branch- 


GIGOLO 
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ing.  In  our  area  it  seems  to  grow  spread-eagle  more  than  I  like  but  the  stalks 
do  stand  up.  Navajo  Jewel  is  said  to  be  turquoise,  but  here  it  is  a  nicely 
formed,  though  tailored  light  blue  with  real  rounded  falls.  Portrait  of  Larry 
gives  excellent  show  stalks  and  is  a  very  floriferous  clump  having  light  blue 
flowers. 

Reverse  blue  amoenas  are  always  interesting  and  the  following  two  do  well 
here.  Edge  of  Winter  has  great  contrast  though  a  little  narrow  in  form  with 
excellent  branching  and  many  buds.  Olympiad  is  a  more  reverse  bitone  with 
big  flowers  and  great  branching,  but  the  form  and  color  seem  coarse  to  me. 

Oranges  have  come  a  long  way  in  recent  years.  Though  not  a  strong 
grower,  and  a  very  heavy  bloomer,  Orange  Star  is  perfect  in  burnt  orange  with 
tons  of  lace.  Orange  Celebrity  was  really  nice  this  year  having  nice  clear 
orange  flowers  with  tall  well  branched  stalks  having  1 1  buds.  Hindenburg  is 
probably  the  best  growing  orange  in  the  garden  and  is  always  a  mass  of  well 
formed  lacy  blossoms. 

Although  old,  Chippendale  is  still  an  excellent  iris.  It  gives  numerous  show 
stalks  in  dark  brown  with  a  purple-blue  flush  under  the  beards.  Veneer  is  still 
great  in  dark  brown  shades  and  is  tall,  well  branched  and  a  good  grower. 
Sheer  Poetry  is  always  nice  with  light  brown,  well  rounded  blooms  with  just  a 
hint  of  blue  under  its  beards.  Bronze  Sculpture  has  been  nice  in  bronzed- 
orange  though  not  as  smooth  a  color  as  I  would  like. 

Plicata’s  have  to  be  mentioned  in  this  article.  Gigolo  is  different  and  nice  but 
has  not  been  vigorous  in  our  area  gardens.  Red-burgundy  stitching  on 
apricot  background  with  excellently  formed  flowers  are  lovely.  Oh  Babe  and 
Dazzling  Gold  are  quite  similar  with  Dazzling  Gold  being  the  better  of  the  two. 
Dazzling  Gold  is  shorter  and  is  a  deep  golden-yellow  self  with  red  throughout 
the  falls.  Cuddles  was  listed  as  a  border  bearded  iris  but  grows  here  to  36". 
Lovely  formed  cream  trimmed  yellow  flowers  on  multi-budded  well  branched 
stalks. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  newer  iris  in  our  garden  was  Extravagant. 
It  is  a  hard  to  describe  pink-purple  with  a  molted  grey-white  area  on  top  half  of 
the  falls  with  excellent  form  and  branching.  Gypsy  Woman  and  Ginger  Swirl 
are  both  banded  varieties  from  the  Schreiners.  Gypsy  Woman  has  cream- 
white  falls  edged  rose  under  yellow  standards.  Ginger  Swirl  has  tan  stan¬ 
dards  with  white-blue  lavender  falls  edged  tan.  Both  iris  are  great! 


IRIS  POST  CARDS  AVAILABLE 

Packets  of  twelve  different  iris  cards,  in  color,  are  now 
available  for  $2.00  a  packet,  or  3  packets  for  $5.00. 
Checks  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  should  be 
sent  to: 

Jaymie  Heathcock,  Route  3,  Box  270,  Vinita,  OK  74301 . 
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Bloom  Season  In  The  Northwest 

Terry  Aitken 

“Bloom  Season”  can  be  a  rather  nebulous  term  for  those  of  us  who  grow 
many  different  types  of  irises,  added  to  which,  our  moderate  climate  seems  to 
stretch  out  all  the  seasons  into  one  big  blend.  Perhaps  a  better  description 
might  be  the  ORCHESTRATION  OF  IRIS  BLOOM  THROUGH  THE  GROWING 
SEASON. 

As  if  to  ignore  the  “season  of  rest”  altogether,  some  hardier  souls,  like  Bob 
Schreiner,  have  been  known  to  show  up  at  January  and  February  gatherings 
with  bouquets  of  I.  Unguicularis!  These  little  winter  blooming  irises  will  pop  a 
flower  for  no  excuse  from  a  sheltered  corner. 

For  us  less  hardy  souls,  bloom  season  begins  with  the  first  MDB.  We  are 
particularly  pleased  when  that  first  flash  of  color  is  SINK,  a  very  tidy  little  blue 
violet,  standing  tall  at  2  to  3"  and  arriving  virtually  with  the  foliage!  Around 
mid-March  GARNET  GLEAM  adds  a  punch  of  beet  red  color.  Surely,  the 
brightest  of  our  MDBs  is  BUTTER  CUP  CHARM  at  about  6",  very  floriferous,  in 
bright  yellow  with  orange  beards.  For  exquisite  form,  DAINTY  BELLE  can’t  be 
beat.  As  if  formed  of  porcelain,  it  is  creamy  pale  yellow  and  sports  a  frosty 
blue  beard.  PENNY  CANDY  is  a  cheerful  addition  in  gingerbread  with  a 
startling  deep  rich  purple  beard;  AUBURN  VALLEY ,  a  bright  yellow  with  deep 
brown  plicata  rim. 

Early  bird  SDBs  move  in  long  before  the  MDBs  are  gone.  ROYAL  BLUSH  is  a 
frontrunner,  in  deep  blue  violet  with  great  shape.  RASPBERRY  JAM  explodes 
with  a  mass  of  penetratingly  intense  red  violet  color.  SKYDROPS  gives  us  a 
welcome  spot  of  bright  blue  early  on.  Moving  into  midseason,  a  full  color 
spectrum  is  available.  Standard  bearers  of  quality  include  COTTON 
BLOSSOM  in  white,  PESO  for  bright  and  perky  plies,  LITTLE  ANNIE  for  a 
different  red  with  near  black  spot,  LOLLIPOP  for  a  velvety  rich  red,  GOLD 
FEVER  in  rich  gold  with  orange  beards  and  BRIGHT  VISION,  our  vote  for  best 
pink  available.  Other  notables  include  GENTLE  GRACE,  a  broad  white  with 
blue  spots,  RAIN  DANCE,  a  very  smooth  broad  mid  blue,  and  HAPPY 
CROWD,  a  ruffled,  cheerful  bright  yellow.  New  Stars  on  the  scene  this  year 
include  PIPPI LONGSTOCKINGS,  a  perky  lemon  yellow  with  rich  deep  violet 
spots;  LIVE  JAZZ,  brilliant  pink  standards,  rich  orange  fails  and  awesome 
vigor!  YELLOW  GIRL ,  mid  yellow  with  deep  velvety  gold  spots  has  great  form, 
as  does  WES  JAR,  a  white  with  deep  blue  beards. 

While  SDBs  revel,  onto  the  stage  appears  the  big,  bold  and  brilliant  SB, 
RARE  EDITION,  in  starchy  white  with  sharp  violet  plicata  banding.  The 
classic  intermediate  for  us  is  ANDI,  done  in  butterscotch  with  a  red  wash,  tidy 
form  and  showstalk  stems.  Other  highlights  include  HOT  FUDGE,  a  yellow 
and  dark  brown  rimmed  plicata;  HONEY  GLAZED,  cream  standards,  amber 
falls;  the  exceptionally  RIGHTEOUS  in  waxy  white.  Promising  newcomers  to 
this  group  include  SUNNY  HONEY,  a  bright  yellow  with  bright  red  beards, 
RED  CHIPS,  a  cream  ground,  reddish  rimmed  plicata  with  very  nice  form; 
RED  ZINGER,  adding  new  depth  to  red  IBs  and  VITALITY,  a  tall,  large,  velvety 
smooth  intense  yellow. 
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As  the  IBs  are  in  their  glory,  another  group  rises  to  the  occasion.  Several 
species  of  PACIFIC  COAST  IRISES  have  been  crossbred  to  produce  a  wealth 
of  rich  colors  and  patterns  not  seen  in  nature.  Delicate  veining,  sanded 
overlays  applied  over  a  rapidly  expanding  range  of  base  colors;  wider  petals 
for  improved  garden  value;  ruffles  and  flutes  add  character  and  emphasis  to 
some.  The  grassy  texture  of  the  foliage  adds  new  dimensions  to  the  iris 
landscape.  Ghio  hybrids  tend  to  dominate  the  Portland  scene  in  this  class, 
with  BIG  MONEY,  a  bright  yellow;  GRAND  DESIGN,  yellow  ground  plicata  with 
blue  rims;  SIMPLY  WILD,  cream  ground  with  a  spectacular  raspberry  violet 
flash,  MONTAR  A,  with  refined  form  in  honey  gold  with  violet  spots,  challeng¬ 
ing  the  TBs  for  Queen  of  Show.  Some  fine  Shoop  hybrids  with  veins  and 
sanding  over  wide  petals  are  being  reselected. 

Another  group  of  irises  similar  in  foliage  texture,  but  twice  as  tall  are  the 
Siberians.  On  a  two  year  clump,  LAVENDER  BOUNTY  exploded  into  bloom  in 
mid  May  and  continued  well  into  July!  Many  bloomstalks  measured  54"  tall 
with  widely  spaced  branching.  Flowers  are  pink-lavender.  A  new  breed  of 
Siberian  irises  are  the  tetraploids,  a  chemically  altered  hybrid  not  found  in  the 
wilds,  which  offer  great  potential  to  hybridizers  for  further  variations.  These 
irises  have  much  thicker  foliage,  deeper  green  in  color,  sturdier  stems  and 
flower  substance  and  rich  color  intensity.  Representative  of  this  group  was 
DEAR  DIANE,  standing  at  36"  in  deep  rich  blue  with  a  glittering  hairline  rim  of 
gold.  Although  slightly  less  vigorous  and  floriferous  than  LAVENDER  BOUN¬ 
TY,  this  iris  did  bloom  for  two  months. 

Blooming  about  the  same  time  can  be  found  the  dainty  Miniature  Tall 
Bearded  (table)  irises.  Distinguished  members  of  this  group  include  DISCO 
JEWEL  in  an  unique  burnt  orange;  SPANISH  COINS,  a  clean  intense  bright 
yellow  with  tangerine  beards.  Unique  to  his  group  is  BLACK  LADY,  with 
brassy  yellow  standards  and  nearly  black  falls.  This  iris  begins  bloom  in  mid 
May  and  continues  to  put  up  stalks  as  each  rhizome  matures — well  into  July, 
then  reblooms  in  the  fall! 

Border  and  tall  bearded  season  here  arrives  more  like  an  avalanche  than  a 
gentle  awakening,  but  our  normally  cooler  weather  can  considerably  stretch 
the  season,  giving  us  almost  a  month  of  bloom  followed  later  by  a  sprinkling  of 
rebloom.  Borders  that  we  particularly  like  include  the  sensational  plicatas 
from  Keppel — PECADILLO  and  SHENANIGAN,  as  well  as  SOFT  SPOKEN, 
pale  lilac  with  spring  and  fall  bloom;  BROWN  LASSO,  butterscotch/violet; 
SOMETHING  SPECIAL,  a  fine  pink  that  is  frost  resistant,  and  MARMALADE 
SKIES,  a  rich  orange  that  may  surprise  you  with  a  bloomstalk  at  any  time  of 
the  season. 

Early  heralds  of  the  TB  season  (which  need  the  additional  dimension  of 
frost  resistance)  include  CLOUDLESS  SUNRISE,  a  peach/white  amoena; 
EVERYTHING  PLUS,  a  tall,  very  vigorous  floriferous  plicata  in  deep  violet/ 
white;  BROADWAY,  with  its  gold  standards  and  red/brown  plicata  rim  falls; 
GIGOLO,  a  vigorous  and  unique  orange  ground  violet  banded  plicata; 
JESSE’S  SONG ,  a  tall  and  beautiful  light  blue/white  plicata.  At  Schreiners, 
EAGLE’S  FLIGHT  and  PURPLE  PEPPER  were  blooming  with  the  IBs. 
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PECCADILLO  SYNCOPATION 


Mid  season  stars  include  AMERICAN  BEAUTY,  a  lovely  blue/white  amoena 
with  red  beard;  AUTUMN  BLUSH  with  wide,  round  flared  peach  falls  and  a 
deep  sienna  beard;  BLACK  FLAG,  a  vigorous  newer  black;  BLAZING  LIGHT, 
a  spectacle  in  white  standards,  hot  yellow  falls  and  bright  orange  hafts; 
BUBBLING  LACE,  a  new  heavily  laced  white;  CASCADE  MORN,  cream  laced 
yellow;  FAST  LADY,  a  large,  tall  lavender  with  red  beards;  FANTASY  LACE,  a 
large  creamy  smooth  bright  pink  with  petal  edges  heavily  laced;  FRESNO 
FLASH,  vigorous  bright  orange  self;  GRECIAN  SKIES,  a  tall,  light  bright  blue 
with  showy  red  beards;  GINGER  SWIRL,  large,  round,  broadly  banded 
flowers  in  ginger  gold  over  pale  lavender  ground;  the  spectacular  new  HULA 
DANCER  with  its  brown  standards  and  orange  falls;  ORIENTAL  KNIGHT,  the 
brightest  orange  with  good  flower  form  we’ve  seen. 

As  TB  season  winds  down  there  are  still  a  few  irises  that  are  either  late 
starters  or  have  very  high  bud  count  that  continue  to  bloom  for  another  couple 
of  weeks.  Recommended  season  extenders  include  BIG  DIPPER,  CRAN¬ 
BERRY  ICE,  FABULOUS  FRILLS,  GENIALITY,  HOTLINE,  MIRRORED  SKIES, 
MODERN  CLASSIC,  PEACH  FLOAT,  POP’S  CONCERT,  SONG  OF  NORWAY, 
SPECTACULAR  BID,  SEA  OF  JOY  and  SYNCOPATION. 

About  this  time  rows  of  spear  like  bloomstalks  begin  to  stretch  up  above  the 
tall  foliage  of  the  Japanese  iris  clumps.  Recent  introductions  by  Lorena  Reid 
offer  promise  of  closing  the  gap  between  TB  and  JA  bloom.  She  claims 
SPRINGTIME  SNOW,  a  3  petal  white,  blooms  with  the  late  TBs  while  GARNET 
ROYALTY,  a  deep  maroon  3  petal  is  also  very  early.  Following  these  comes 
HIDENISHIKI,  a  large  ruffled  6  petal  in  red  violet  ground  delicately  overlaid  by 
white  flecks  and  speckles.  Moving  into  mid  season,  IZO  NO  UMI  represents  a 
fine  3  petal  form  in  light  blue  violet;  KNIGHTS  IN  ARMOR  has  very  heavy 
substance,  6  petals  in  mid  blue  with  deep  purple  veins;  KING’S  COURT,  a  6 
petal  rich  deep  beet  red  with  white  flash  around  the  signals;  PURPLE  PARA¬ 
SOL,  a  6  petal  in  deep  violet  is  the  darkest  self;  SNOWY  HILLS,  a  very  popular 
6  petal  white.  FLYING  TIGER,  a  tall  6  petal  blue  veined  white  winds  down  the 
season  in  early  July. 

During  the  last  half  of  July,  the  garden  is  quiet  except  for  the  obvious 
rampant  green  growth  going  on.  This  is  soon  broken,  though,  as  reblooming 
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irises  race  ahead  to  maturity.  First  to  appear  is  GOLDEN  ENCORE,  a  brilliant 
yellow,  followed  by  intermediate  BLESSED  AGAIN,  a  near  yellow  amoena. 
MARMALADE  SKIES  (BB)  can  be  expected  to  put  on  a  flash  of  orange 
anytime  during  August  or  September.  The  Niswonger  peach  amoenas  tend 
to  rebloom,  CORAL  CHALICE  in  August,  followed  by  CLOUDLESS  SUNRISE 
in  early  September.  SOAP  OPERA  blooms  so  heavily  in  September  and 
October  that  there  is  nothing  left  for  springtime!  The  most  beautifully  propor¬ 
tioned  plicata  fall  bloomer  is  EARL  OF  ESSEX.  IMMORTALITY,  so  far,  is  the 
most  profuse  and  reliable  remontant,  with  good  form,  blooming  from  August 
until  freezeup.  It  opens  very  pale  blue  with  a  white  spot,  but  quickly  fades  to 
white.  In  the  chill  of  October  we  frequently  see  VICTORIA  FALLS.  During  the 
teeth  gritting  hard  freezes  of  November,  we  can  count  on  the  season  ender,  a 
beautiful  bright  orange  Bennett  Jones  seedling  scheduled  for  release  in  1 988 
called  ORANGE  HARVEST.  This  one  literally  shakes  off  temperatures  down  to 
25°. 

As  you  can  see,  for  iris  growers  in  the  Northwest,  bloom  season  can  mean 
eight  months  of  iris  flowers,  and  as  time  goes  on,  we  find  ourselves  selecting 
new  irises  that  fill  the  gaps.  The  orchestration  goes  on! 

Sooner  State  In  ’88 
GUEST  IRISES 

The  members  of  Sooner  State  Iris  Society  extend  their  thanks  to  the 
hybridizers  who  sent  guest  irises  for  the  1988  National  Convention  at 
Oklahoma  City. 

We  can  still  accept  1984  or  newer  introductions  of  bearded  rhizomes  only. 
Please  send  only  two  (2)  rhizomes  of  each  variety  to  be  planted  in  one 
planting  at  the  various  guest  gardens.  These  bearded  rhizomes  will  be 
accepted  July  15th  to  August  15th  only. 

Please  refer  to  the  April  1 986  BULLETIN,  page  49,  for  labeling  information 
and  rules. 

Barbara  Thain,  Guest  Iris  Chairman 
1325  Hazelwood  Drive 
Midwest  City,  OK  73110 
phone  (405)  732-8175 


Siberian  Hybridizers:  Attention 

REGION  21  will  host  the  1 990  American  Iris  Society  Convention.  This  is  an 
early  request  for  Siberian  Guest  Irises.  The  beds  are  ready.  Shipment  will  be 
accepted  from  May  1,  1987  to  September  15,  1987. 

The  following  information  should  accompany  each  plant:  hybridizer’s 
name  and  address,  name  or  number  of  the  variety,  height,  color,  and  bloom 
season.  Responsibility  of  the  Guest  Iris  Committee  extends  only  to  plants 
received  through  the  Guest  Iris  Chairman.  Please  send  plants  to:  Allan 
Ensminger,  Chairman,  Guest  Iris  Committee,  R.F.D.  3,  Lincoln,  Nebraska 
68505.  ~ 
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Species 

Jean  Witt,  Seattle,  WA:  I  have  had  a  lot  of  fun  with  inter-series  beardless 
hybrids,  mostly  Cal-sibes,  but  recently  with  I.  setosax  Siberian.  I.  setosafrom 
Alaska  is  one  of  our  better  species  and  the  hybrids  were  elegant,  with  good 
branching  and  beautifully  ruffled  flowers.  I  am  trying  to  make  crosses  for 
whites  and  purples  since  the  blues  are  so  good. 

Last  summer,  I  went  to  England  on  a  horticultural  tour,  the  first  half  of  July.  I 
did  not  expect  to  see  any  iris,  but  they  had  had  a  late  spring,  and  so  we  saw 
quite  a  variety  of  spurias,  Japanese,  English  and  I.  foetidissima.  The  pale 
yellow  flowered  form  can  be  very  good,  and  the  foliage  of  the  variegated-leaf 
type  is  very  good,  even  though  the  flowers  are  mouse  color. 

One  day  (at  the  San  Jose  convention)  we  had  lunch  in  Micke  Grove  Park.  I. 
foetidissima  was  in  bloom  in  many  areas,  a  rather  better  than  average  form. 
Some  plants  had  much  cleaner  foliage  than  others.  It  is  a  species  that  seems 
well  able  to  take  care  of  itself,  given  the  proper  conditions. 

(At  home)  Sino-siberians  of  interest  were  tall  white  I.  delavayi  with  lavender 
dotting,  and  an  even  taller  one  that  has  weird  gray  flowers.  Cal-sibe  GOS¬ 
SAMER  SAILS  was  also  very  good.  Cal-sibe  CARRIE  DAWN  wowed  people  at 
the  Hardy  Plant  study  weekend  two  weeks  ago.  I  made  a  few  more  crosses,  to 
send  some  seed  to  a  man  in  Victoria,  B.C.;  it  is  such  a  chore  to  get  plants  into 
Canada. 

I.  setosa  ‘Nasuensis’  blooms  much  later  than  the  others,  perhaps  because 
it  is  back  in  the  shade.  Among  the  bearded,  I.  astrachanica  is  a  real  nice  little 
MTB  just  as  it  sits.  I  think  it  will  be  useful  in  hybridizing.  The  purported  I. 
junonia  was  a  disappointment,  a  rather  dirty  little  yellow,  not  branched,  but  it 
may  have  been  damaged  by  the  late  frost.  Two  other  plants  did  not  bloom.  I. 
biflora  was  a  violet  SDB,  no  too  different  from  I.  perrieri.  These  were  all  early 
blooming.  A  little  spidery  I.  variegata  is  among  the  latest  of  the  bearded. 

I  have  a  question  for  you — does  anyone  still  grow  “vinicolor”?  I  had  it  when  I 
first  started  in  irises,  and  it  was  one  of  the  few  Louisianas  that  I  could  get  to 
bloom  here.  I  would  like  to  find  it  again,  as  I  think  it  was  a  lot  better  suited  to  our 
area  than  most. 
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Joe  Grant,  Berkeley,  CA:  I  also  have  interest  in  hybridizing  in  the  Pacific 
Coast  Natives,  and  am  using  species  rarely,  if  ever,  used  in  hybridizing.  I  feel  I. 
chrysographes  has  potential  to  give  good  ruffling,  and  other  species  qualities 
uniquely  their  own.  Cal-sibes  and  sib-setosa  crosses  also  pique  my  interest. 
A  seedling  of  CHILLED  WINE  and  I.  setosa  just  bloomed,  and  I  am  quite 
pleased  with  the  results!  Nice  color,  form,  and  standards  about  half  the  size  of 
those  on  CHILLED  WINE. 

Fred  M.  Schlegel,  Valdivia,  Chile:  I  am  very  interested  in  I.  foetidissima 
lutea — gold.  I  have  only  the  common  one  which  grows  extremely  vigorously  at 
the  show  garden.  I.  foetidissima  is  also  extremely  shade  resistant  and  has 
showy  leaves.  Do  you  have  Moraea  iridioides  and  Moraea  grandiflora?  Mor- 
aea  is  the  Southern  Hemisphere  Iris-counterpart.  Very  much  Iris-like  but 
stamens  are  solid  or  sessile.  Leaves  are  much  more  persistent  and  attractive 
than  those  from  iris. 

Collin  Rigby,  Penngrove,  CA:  Glad  to  have  the  opportunity  to  thank  you 
(Trevor  Nottle),  for  the  I.  foetidissima  seed  that  you  sent  in  a  robin  about  three 
years  ago.  You  called  it  ‘Citron’  and  the  flower  is  a  most  pleasing,  clear  yellow, 
which  is  up  out  of  the  foliage.  Sets  wonderful  seed  pods  because  of  it.  It  is  the 
only  I.  foetidissima  variety  I  have  kept. 

Joan  Cooper,  Roseville,  MN:  I  also  enjoyed  the  San  Jose  convention.  Sorry 
Jean  had  to  concentrate  on  medians  at  Melrose.  Back  in  the  far  fields  were 
some  of  the  rare  seedlings  of  HOLDEN  CLOUGH,  Clough  #1  and  #3  both 
being  like  bright  yellow  I.  psuedacorus  with  deep  bright  brown  halos  and 
veining  on  the  falls,  lighter  veining  on  the  standards  and  the  style  crests.  The 
style  arms  are  unmarked  yellow.  My  slides  show  #3  as  better  formed,  but  it 
could  be  a  matter  of  the  angle  of  the  photo  or  the  condition  of  the  flower.  I 
thought  them  very  attractive  and,  of  course,  far  showier  than  HOLDEN 
CLOUGH,  though  I  am  a  fan  of  that  one  too.  They  were  not  as  tall  as  most  I. 
pseudacoruses. 

Other  sides  from  Melrose  are  of  I.  maritima  and  I.  carthalinae  and  of  many 
Louisianas  and  Siberians  which  were  in  top  form  there. 

David  Heikamp,  Metairie,  LA:  I  understand  I.  vinicolor  is  simply  a  cross 
between,  I.  giganticarulea  and  I.  fulva.  I  repeated  the  cross  last  year.  I  have  a 
few  offsets  on  some  plants  that  I  received  from  a  man  named  Riggs — he 
named  and  registered  several  collected  plants  back  in  the  40s.  I  got  them  last 
fall  hoping  to  get  an  I.  nelsonii  in  the  bunch,  but  to  date,  those  which  have 
bloomed  look  like  I.  vinicolor  to  me,  except  for  one  with  brownish  blooms  that 
looks  like  an  early  hybrid  with  rather  flat  form.  I  repeated  the  cross  this  year,  by 
the  way,  using  pollen  from  the  yellow  I.  fulva,  but  apparently  none  took.  I  tried 
the  yellow  I.  fulva  pollen  on  several  of  my  other  I.  fulvas,  and  got  good  takes  on 
one  I  collected  right  here  in  Louisiana,  but  not  on  I.  fulvas  from  out-of-state.  It 
was  a  very  pale  I.  fulva,  and  is  quite  vigorous — unlike  the  yellow — so  maybe  I 
can  self  the  seedlings  and  get  a  vigorous  yellow  I .  fulva.  FL  editor  note:  Above 
excerpts  from  SIGNA  robins. 
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Tall  Bearded 


Bernice  Miller,  Killeen,  ALA:  More  irises  like  ICE  SCULPTURE  and  VANITY 
are  needed.  Too  many  TBs  are  too  “iffy”  in  climates  and  soils  that  are  different 
from  those  they  were  hybridized.  ICE  SCULPTURE  grows  beautifully  under  all 
conditions-in  acid  soil  and  heavily  limed  soil,  in  hot,  cold,  wet  or  dry  weather.  It 
is  a  very  disease  resistant,  very  vigorous  grower  and  very  hardy.  VANITY  is  the 
same.  I  believe  it  is  one  of  the  few  lately  that  has  really  deserved  its  Dykes.  It 
was  the  top  iris  in  vigor,  color  and  growth  of  all  the  irises  in  my  garden  this  past 
year  except  for  BABY  BLESSED  which  has  bloomed  again  all  summer  long. 

Betty  Swanson,  Pierre,  SD:  About  a  month  ago  I  was  walking  my  beat  in  the 
garden  and  looked  in  passing  at  BROTHER  CARL  and  then  I  looked  again  as 
that  iris  was  definitely  acting  weird.  Lo  and  behold — he  was  putting  up  a  stalk! 

I  let  out  a  whoop  that  probably  could  be  heard  all  over  irisdom.  Rebloom  is  not 
known  in  South  Dakota.  My  woodbin  along  the  back  fence  by  the  garage  was 
simply  scarlet  and  I  thought,  wow,  what  a  Christmas  card — that  lovely  ice- 
white  iris  against  that  red!  Just  the  imagining  made  me  act  like  one  of  Pavlov’s 
dogs!  The  stalk  grew  and  branched  and  budded.  I  tucked  it  in  every  night  and 
let  it  out  every  morning.  Unfortunately  I  let  it  out  too  early  one  morning 
because  when  I  came  home  from  work,  it  was  all  brown  and  flopped  over.  I  felt 
really  bad,  but  I  want  you  all  to  know  that  I  am  not  giving  up.  One  iris  crazy 
enough  to  make  the  attempt  and  if  Bob  Bledsoe  can  grow  gorgeous  Loui- 
sianas  in  Sioux  Falls,  why  can’t  I  get  rebloom  out  here? 

Kathryn  Wright,  Terre  Haute,  IN:  The  laced  black  seedlings  coming  sound 
most  interesting.  At  the  hybridizer’s  round  table  at  our  fall  regional  meeting 
Hal  Stahly  said  that  there  seemed  to  be  some  linkage  between  black  and 
tailored  form.  It  is  fairly  easy  to  get  ruffled  purples  but  extremely  difficult  to  get 
ruffled  black.  His  DRUM  SOLO  is  the  blackest  opening,  especially  the  falls  of 
anything  I  have  seen  yet.  I  like  it. 

Monty  Byers,  Clearlake  Oaks,  CA:  My  top  favorite  of  the  new-here  TBs  is 
CRYSTAL  CATHEDRAL.  Absolutely  spectacular  in  every  respect  and  per¬ 
fectly  named.  The  favorite  with  garden  visitors  this  spring  by  far  was  GIG- 
GO  LO.  I  was  crazy  about  it  also,  it  beckoned  you  from  across  the  garden  and 
the  closer  you  got  the  more  fantastic  it  looked  but  every  stalk  had  just  5  buds. 
TITAN’S  GLORY  is  my  favorite  dark  by  far  and  PRAY  FOR  PEACE  is  my  favorite 
white.  Both  are  superstar  performers  over  the  rest  of  the  country  also. 

Allan  Positer,  Rochester,  MN:  The  pinks  were  especially  lovely  this  year  for  a 
change.  PINK  TAFFETA,  VANITY,  BEVERLY  SILLS,  CHERUB  CHOIR,  PINK 
SLEIGH,  LOVE  BOAT  and  PALLADIUM  all  opened  during  the  same  period,  so 
a  good  comparison  was  possible.  I  think  that  VANITY  is  the  best  of  the  lot  with 
all  that  vigor,  good  form,  beautiful  color,  always  dependable  and  good  sub¬ 
stance.  TIDE’S  IN  was  the  most  beautiful,  clear  crystalline  blue  I  have  seen. 
RISING  MOON  is  a  huge,  billowy,  ruffled,  lemon  yellow.  VISUAL  ARTS  is  a 
prettier,  more  laced  GRAND  WALTZ  and  DEEP  FIRE  was  a  sultry,  velvety  red. 
Many  white  ones  opened  also,  with  CELESTIAL  SNOW  taking  first  place  over 
CUP  RASE,  ARCTIC  FURY,  POWDER  SNOW  and  WINTER  OLYMPICS.  Oth¬ 
ers  that  stood  out  in  the  crowd  were  MATINATA,  ORANGE  STAR,  COPPER 
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CLASSIC,  MICHIGAN  PRIDE,  ST.  LOUIS  BLUES,  STUDY  IN  BLACK,  BRIDE’S 
HALO,  CORAL  MAGIC,  SAN  JOSE,  BETTY  SIMON,  STEPPING  OUT  and 
ACCENT  LACED  COTTON  decided  to  take  a  rest  this  year.  All  new  ones 
bloomed  except  for  HOMECOMING  QUEEN,  ORIENTAL  ETCHING,  AU¬ 
TUMN  HEIRESS. 

Clarence  Mahan,  McLean,  VA:  Here  are  some  of  the  really  impressive  ones  I 
saw  last  year.  MOMENT  IN  TIME  (Evelyn  Kegerise)  and  EVELYN’S  ECHO 
(Evelyn  Kegerise)  were  just  great.  The  former  was  growing  strong  and  perfect 
in  all  the  guest  gardens  in  San  Jose.  I  believe  it  to  be  near  perfection  in  form, 
show  branching,  bud  count  and  overall  class.  EVELYN’S  ECHO  is  a  different 
kind  of  deep  blue-purple.  The  color  is  electric!  It  shines  like  a  light  and  grabs 
one’s  attention  from  clear  across  the  garden.  I  also  like  MEADOW  LANDS 
(Eleanor  Kegerise)  which  is  a  greenish  pale  yellow  with  deep  yellow  hafts  and 
beards;  very  ruffled  and  very  lovely.  It  is  quite  different  from  anything  I  have 
seen  to  date. 

PEARLS  OF  WISDOM  (Ghio)  is  a  stunner.  A  super  substanced  white  with 
pink  undertones.  I  am  a  bit  worried  as  its  gene  lines  include  quite  a  few  irises 
that  do  not  grow  well  here  but  such  marvelous  beauty  is  worth  a  try.  BOOGIE 
MAN  (Meek)  is  a  very  nice  black  from  the  red  side.  A  great  new  color  is 
OKTOBERFEST  (Maryott).  A  red-orange  self  and  I  should  imagine  sure  to  be  a 
sensation.  I  like  its  vibrance.  LAREDO  (Keppel)  sets  a  new  standard  in  the 
yellow/brown  plicata  class  and  I  am  crazy  about  GIGOLO  (Keppel).  That  jazzy 
color  combination  and  sparkle  really  gets  to  me. 

There  is  no  one  is  AIS  who  is  more  of  a  standard  upholder  than  George 
Crossman.  Many  other  hybridizers  introduce  iris  that  George  has  better 
versions  of  among  his  seedlings,  but  puts  on  the  compost  pile.  One  he  will 
register  for  sure:  Crossman  8319.  My  notes  read  that  it  is  a  deep  violet  purple, 
closed  standards,  big  flowers,  good  branchings  and  lots  of  buds.  When 
talking  to  George,  he  acknowledged  that  in  performance  only  CECILIA  D 
compared.  His  8306  is  a  reverse  blue  amoena.  I  have  not  seen  anything  to 
compare.  Falls  are  cream  unlike  many  of  this  type  which  are  icey  white.  I  just 
thought  everyone  might  like  to  have  a  report  on  some  of  George’s  seedlings. 
George  is  in  his  80s,  and  although  he  can’t  get  around  like  before,  he  says  he 
is  feeling  O.K.  He  still  maintains  a  garden  that  most  people  in  their  20s  would 
think  too  much. 
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1987  Membership  Contest 

The  1987  Membership  Contest  will  recognize  both  individuals  and  affili¬ 
ates  who  enroll  new  members  in  A.I.S,  during  the  current  calendar  year.  The 
contest  chairman  regrets  this  information  was  not  available  for  the  January 
BULLETIN  since  the  decision  to  have  two  divisions  was  not  made  until  the  fall 
Board  meeting. 

During  the  1 988  A.I.S.  National  Convention,  one  award  will  be  presented  to 
an  individual  and  one  to  an  A.I.S.  Affiliate  who  have  accumulated  the  largest 
number  of  points  in  the  contest.  As  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past,  the 
individual  in  each  region  who  obtains  the  highest  number  of  points  (with  a 
minimum  of  30)  will  be  awarded  a  certificate  of  achievement.  Names  of  the 
national  winners  will  be  published  in  the  April  1988  BULLETIN. 

Each  affiliate  must  decide  whether  its  members  will  participate  in  the 
contest  on  an  individual  or  group  basis.  Points  will  be  credited  in  each 
division  as  follows: 

10  points  for  each  new  single  annual  membership 
15  points  for  each  new  family  annual 
20  points  for  each  new  single  triennial 
25  points  for  each  new  family  triennial 
10  points  for  converting  single  annual  to  single  triennial 
20  points  for  converting  family  annual  to  family  triennial 
5  points  for  converting  single  to  family 
Please  note:  No  points  are  given  for  youth  memberships. 

Rules 

1 .  Application  for  membership  and  payment  of  dues  should  be  made  to  the 
A.I.S.  Membership  Secretary,  not  to  the  Contest  Chairman. 

2.  Notice  of  new  membership  should  be  sent  to  RVP  and/or  Regional  Mem¬ 
bership  Chairman  within  30  days. 

3.  All  Regional  Membership  Chairpersons  should  send  new  member  infor¬ 
mation  to  their  RVPs  for  verification. 

4.  Each  new  membership  should  be  reported  on  separate  3x5  card  or  piece 
of  paper  listing  the  following  information:  Region  number,  membership 
number  of  new  member  (if  available);  type  of  membership — single,  family, 
youth,  life,  annual,  triennial;  name  and  address  of  new  member;  name  and 
address  of  sponsoring  member  of  affiliate. 

5.  Membership  information  should  be  submitted  promptly  to  the  A.I.S.  Con¬ 
test  Chairman  (Rev.  Everette  Lineberger,  2460  Compton  Bridge  Road, 
Inman,  South,  Carolina  29349),  but  at  least  once  each  quarter.  Only  those 
memberships  properly  reported  will  be  counted. 

6.  New  memberships  should  be  credited  only  to  the  participant  or  affiliate 
actually  securing  them. 

7.  Renewal  of  memberships  after  a  lapse  of  two  years  will  count  as  new 
members. 

8.  New  memberships  received  by  the  Membership  Secretary  after  January  7, 
1988  will  not  be  counted  for  the  1987  contest. 

Reverend  Everette  Lineberger 

49 


1986  Membership  Contest  Report 

Congratulations  to  the  winners  of  the  1986  Membership  Contest.  Paul 
Black  of  Region  22  came  from  second  place  in  1985  to  regain  the  first  place 
spot  he  held  in  1984.  He  sponsored  32  new  memberships  for  a  total  of  370 
points.  Bryce  Williamson  of  Campbell,  CA  was  a  close  second  with  29  new 
memberships  and  355  points.  Ruby  Wilson,  who  also  hails  from  Region  1 4  in 
California,  was  third  with  270  points.  Others  in  the  top  five  of  the  point 
standing  are:  Clarence  Mahan  of  Region  4  with  1 25  points  and  Jim  McWhirter 
of  Region  14  with  110. 

Region  14,  with  three  persons  placing  in  the  top  five  and  a  grand  total  of 
760  points,  led  the  other  regions  in  the  contest.  Region  7  was  second  with  the 
largest  number  of  participants  (14)  and  a  total  of  415  points.  Nine  regions 
participated  in  1986 — up  two  from  the  previous  year. 

Total  point  standing  by  regions  was  as  follows: 


Region 

Members  Participating 

Total  Points 

14 

5 

760 

7 

14 

415 

22 

2 

380 

21 

6 

210 

4 

1 

125 

5 

2 

65 

18 

4 

60 

24 

1 

20 

2 

1 

10 

Paul  Black  of  Oklahoma  City  will  receive  the  plaque  presented  to  the  first 
place  winner  of  the  1986  Membership  Contest  at  the  Phoenix  Convention. 
Those  who  have  the  most  points  in  each  region  (with  a  minimum  of  25)  will 

receive  Certificates  of  Achievement.  They  are: 

Region 

4  Clarence  Mahan 

125 

5  Virginia  Burton 

45 

7  George  Slade 

85 

14  Bryce  Williamson 

355 

1 8  Betty  Marty 

30 

21  Allan  Ensminger 

75 

22  Paul  Black 

370 

-  -Everette  Lineberger 

Membership  Contest  Chairman 
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Arilian  Acres 


4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  NW  ★  Albuquerque,  NM  87107 


SYRIAN  JEWEL 

(H.  Shockey  '87) 


_ ★ _ 

JUDEAN  MAGIC  —  AR  (OG)  10".  (H.  Shockey  '87) 

Broad,  domed  and  ruffled  yellow  amoena  with  beautiful 
recurve  of  falls  —  large  red-orange  battle-axe  signals. 

$15.00 

Shipment  August  1  — 1 5  —  Postpaid  Airmail. 
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IRIS  ART  PRINT 
and 

NOTE  CARDS 

Lithographed  in  full  color 
process  on  linen  textured 
stock  from  original  water- 
color  or  oil  paintings  by 
award  winning  artists. 


\)  oil  JIM  MASTOPIETRO 


(B1  watercolor 

WANDA  ALBt 


(C)  oil  BEN  BRADY  (D)  watercolor 

JANE  FRIEND 


(E)  °"  R0SaiA  GtesFN 


You’ll  treasure  the  full  color  signed  Iris  art  print  (14  X  18").  .  either  a  matted  print  or 
in  a  frame.  Bring  the  beauty  of  the  Iris  garden  scene  right  in  your  own  home.  The  custom 
designed  Iris  note  cards  (without  verse)  are  miniature  color  prints,  too.  .  they  make 
beautiful  personal  greetings  for  any  occasion,  or  send  them  as  little  gift  paks  to  those 
you  love. 


Order  from  this  adv.  today!  Your  order  of  beautiful  art  print(s)  or  cards  will  be  on  their 
way  promptly  by  return  mail.  Enclose  check  or  money  order.  Please  indicate  order  number, 
quantities  and  design  desired  and  totals.  Thank  you. 


#1. _ (A)  14  X  18"  signed  Art  Print(s)  ready  for  matting  or  framing 


qty.  @  $12.50  each  postage  &  handling  included  . $. 

#2. _ Four  Note  Card  Pak(s)  with  envelopes  —  circle  card 

qty.  design  desired:  ASSORTED,  or  (B),  or  (C),  or  (D),  or  (E). 

@  $4.00  Pak  postage  &  handling  included  . $. 

#3.  _ _ Twelve  Note  Card  Pak(s)  with  envelopes  —  circle  card  design 

qty.  desired:  ASSORTED,  or  (B),  or  (C),  or  (D),  or  (E).  @  $10.00 

Pak  postage  &  handling  included . $. 

California  residents  add  6 Vz  %  sales  tax . .  .  .$. 

Total  enclosed . $. 


52  the  GRAPHIC  ARTS  GROUP 

5542  Satsuma  St.,  North  Hollywood,  California  91601 
All  individual  artists  are  members  of  the  American  Iris  Society 


AIS  SALES  ITEMS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES  ...............................................  $15.00 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  0"  x  9"  hard  bound 


doth  cover. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS  ...........  complete  .  . .  $5.00 

pages  only. . .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 
pages. 

IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS  . . .  Packet  of  6,  $10.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  1 1"  x  16". 

AIS  LAPEL  PINS  . . . . . . .  $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  VV  x  Va"  with  safety  lock  catch. 

TWO  RARE  IRIS  PRINTS  ...........................  each  $6.00;  both  for  $1 1 .00 


Suitable  for  framing.  Color  reproductions  of  original  art  work  done  for  the  New  York 
Botanical  Garden  in  1929.  See  illustration,  in  Spring  1978  Bulletin ,  page  59.  Proceeds 
from  sale  of  prints  will  be  used  to  support  the  work  of  the  AIS  Historical  Committee. 

BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE  . . . . each  $1 .25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32-page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single 
issue  or  quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 


IRISES  FOR  EVERYONE  . . . . .  packet  of  1 0,  $2.00 

A  24  page,  5W  x  8V2"  full  color  booklet  promoting  irises  and  the  iris  society.  Use  for 
gifts  or  souvenirs  or  as  a  resale  moneymaker  for  your  society.  First  Printing. 


IRIS  POST  CARDS  . . .  Packet  $2.00;  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 

1983  MEMBERSHIP  LIST . .  $4.50 

1969  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . $15.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1960-69. 

1979  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . .  $1 2.00 

Hardbound.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-79,  complete  awards  listing 


1960-79. 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS— 


1977  .............  . 

....  $2.00 

1983  . . 

.........  $3.50 

1978  . 

....  $3.50 

1984  ......... 

. .  $3.50 

1979  .............. 

....  $3.50 

1985  . 

.........  $4.00 

1982  . . . 

....  $3.50 

1986  .  . . 

. $4.00 

BULLETINS:  Back  issues, 

if  available  .  . .  . 

. $2 

BULLETIN  1  (Reprint)  . .  $1 .50 

BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  . . .  $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show 
prizes,  and  special  awards. 

RHS  COLOUR  CHART  . . . . .  $36.00 

Set  of  four  color  fans,  plus  instruction  leaflet. 


AIS  SEALS  . Pack— $2.50;  5  Packs— $10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue  and  green  on  a 
silver  background.  (50  per  pack) 

Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 

Send  order  to  Jaymie  Heathcock,  Route  3,  Box  270,  Vinita,  OK  74301 
Phone  (918)  782-3133 
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SUNKIST  FRILLS  g30. 00 

(Starring  Role  x  Meghan)  X  Gold  Rim 
DOROTHY  PALMER’S  FINAL  REGISTRATION 
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HAHN’S  RAINBOW  IRIS  GARDEN 

200  N.  School  Street 
Desloge,  MO  63601 


1989  Guest  Iris  Request 


The  Memphis  Area  Iris  Society  will  for  the  fourth  time  host  the  American  Iris 
Society’s  National  Convention  in  Memphis.  The  Guest  Iris  Chairman  of  the 
1989  Convention  invites  hybridizers  to  send  guest  rhizomes  of  recent  intro¬ 
ductions  that  are  no  older  than  1986  and  seedlings  that  are  under  serious 
consideration  for  introduction.  The  recently  renovated  Ketchum  Memorial  Iris 
Garden  will  serve  as  the  master  planting  and  will  be  visited  twice  during  the 
convention.  One  rhizome  of  each  guest  will  be  planted  in  the  master  planting. 
Thus,  the  existing  varieties  in  the  Ketchum  Memorial  Iris  Garden  will  assure  an 
awards  convention.  Ten  other  gardens  will  be  on  tour  during  the  three  day  bus 
tours. 

When  sending  guest  irises,  please  observe  the  following  guidelines: 

1 .  We  will  accept  three  (3)  rhizomes  of  each  variety. 

2.  We  will  accept  1986  and  1987  introductions  and  no  more  than  15 

seedlings  per  hybridizer. 

3.  All  official  guest  irises  must  be  shipped  to: 

Mrs.  Marilyn  Powell 
4818  Normandy  Lane 
Memphis,  TN  38117 
(901)  761-3803 

4.  The  following  information  should  be  clearly  marked  on  each  plant: 

a.  hybridizer’s  name  and  address 

b.  Name  of  cultivar  or  seedling  number 

c.  Type  of  iris  (TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  etc.) 

d.  Height,  color,  and  bloom  period  (i.e.  E,  EM,  L,  etc.) 

e.  Year  of  introduction 

f.  Please  also  include  a  master  packing  list 

5.  Guest  iris  rhizomes  will  be  accepted  between  July  15,  1987  and  Sep¬ 
tember  15,  1987. 

6.  When  guest  seedlings  are  named,  it  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the 
hybridizer  to  notify  the  Guest  Iris  Chairman  before  November  1,  1988. 

7.  A  receipt  will  be  mailed  to  all  contributors,  listing  the  garden  locations  of 
the  plants.  About  six  weeks  before  the  convention,  contributors  will  be 
asked  for  instructions  regarding  disposition  of  their  plants.  Failure  to 
reply  by  June  15,  1989  will  be  interpreted  as  permission  to  destroy  all 
stock.  All  official  guest  plants  which  are  to  be  returned  will  be  shipped 
postpaid  except  to  foreign  addresses. 

8.  The  Convention  Committee  and  owners  of  tour  gardens  will  follow  the 
statement  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  as  printed  in  the  A.I.S.  Convention 
Handbook. 

9.  The  Guest  Iris  Committee  will  not  be  responsible  for  losses  beyond  its 
control  and  only  rhizomes  received  through  the  Guest  Iris  Chairman  will 
be  listed  in  the  convention  booklet. 

Marilyn  Powell,  Guest  Iris  Chairman 
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ENSATA  GARDENS 


ENSATA  GARDENS  maintains  dis¬ 
play  beds  of  Japanese  Iris  in  land¬ 
scape  settings.  Our  commercial  and 
seedling  beds  are  expanding.  Vis¬ 
itors  are  invited  during  the  first  two 
weeks  of  July  to  share  the  peak 
bloom  and  our  enthusiasm  for  Jap¬ 
anese  Iris.  We  will  send  our  1987 
catalog  at  your  request. 

Bob  Bauer  and  John  Coble 


ENSATA  GARDENS 


9823  E.  Michigan  Aje.  Galesburg ,  Michigan  49053 
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Gibson,  1987)  $30.00 


THUNDER  ECHO  (J. 

OUR  59TH  YEAR 


64  PAGE  CATALOG 

In  Full  Color 
$2.00 

Then  deductible  from 
your  first  catalog  order 
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THE  IRIS  POND 

7311  Churchill  Road  McLean,  Virginia  22101 

Proudly  introduces  in  1987  two  extraordinary  irises  by 
one  of  America  s  foremost  hybridizers 

Dr.  D.  C.  Nearpass 

MY  KATIE  (Nearpass  ’87)  Sdlg.  80-12.  IB, 
34".  M-73-2:  (K-70-5  x  Marquesan  Skies)  X 
Sea  of  Stars.  Standards  are  peach  pink, 
closed  and  domed.  Falls  are  purplish  pink, 
close  to  Neyron  Rose,  with  deeper  shaded 
edges.  Broad,  rounded  and  very  flaring. 
Clean  hafts.  All  lightly  ruffled.  Show  type 
branching.  Pod  fertile.  This  is  the  great 
beauty  that  won  23  votes  for  HC  in  1983! 
. . . . . .  $30.00 


SWEET  ANITA  (Nearpass  ’87)  Sdlg.  76-23.  TB,  32".  Mod  Mode  X 
L-  72-2:  (April  Melody  x  (4-66-22  x  Jealous  Lover)).  Standards  are 
pale  lilac  pink  with  no  markings.  Falls  are  plicata  with  a  very,  very  pale 
pink  ground,  stitched  and  dotted  light  red-violet  around  the  edge.  Pink 
beards.  Semi-flaring.  Prolific  bloomer,  well  branched  and  high  bud 
count.  Different!  HC  1983 . . . .  $30.00 

Dr.  Nearpass  has  allowed  only  one  of  his  originations,  PURPLE 
PEPPER,  to  be  introduced  since  1976.  So  The  Iris  Pond  is 
greatly  honored  that  he  is  allowing  us  to  introduce  these  two 
most  distinctive  irises  to  join  Lord  Baltimore,  Spinning  Wheel, 
Dover  Beach  and  Rose  Tattoo  in  America’s  gardens.  Supply 
limited. 

The  Iris  Pond  is  also  proud  to  introduce  in  1987 

ELSIE  CROUCH  DILTZ  (Mahan  ’87)  IB,  24",  E-L.  Standards  pale 
purple.  Falls  medium  purple.  Yellow  beards.  Pronounced  sweet  fran- 
grance.  Mutant  form  of  Iris  florentina  and  in  all  respects  except  color 
identical  to  that  iris.  This  “purple  florentina”  produces  rhizomes  equal¬ 
ly  as  good  for  making  orris  root  as  the  bluish  white  form  and  is  also,  like 
the  historic  Iris  florentina,  sterile.  Supply  very  limited . $25.00 

Please  add  $2.95  for  postage  and  handling  when  ordering 
from  this  ad.  Price  list  $1.00 


MY  KATIE 
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International 

News 


Sydney:  Louisiana  Iris  Spectacular 

This  Australian  competition  is  open  to  breeders  of  Louisiana  irises  from  any 
part  of  the  world.  The  I ris  Society  of  Australia  has  launched  this  competition — 
a  world’s  first  for  louisiana  irises — and  endorsement  by  the  Australian  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Authority  has  been  granted,  making  it  one  of  the  projects  for  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Australia’s  200th  birthday.  An  area  of  ground  was  allocated  for  planting 
in  Fagan  Park,  Galston,  by  the  Hornsby  Shire  Council.  Planting  was  begun  in 
April  1986,  with  rhizomes  being  received  from  three  American  breeders  as 
well  as  those  from  Australia. 

Plans  call  for  inaugural  judging  in  October  1988  during  the  Iris  Society  of 
Australia  convention.  It  is  hoped  to  have  an  International  Judge  officiating, 
with  prizes  being  given  for  the  best  Australian-bred  cultivar,  best  garden 
cultivar,  best  branched  cultivar,  and  most  original  color. 

Irises  planted  last  year  have  already  bloomed,  and  a  good  display  should 
be  assured  for  1988.  Margaret  Lee,  President  of  the  Iris  Society  of  Australia, 
wishes  to  stress  that  breeders  must  contact  her  prior  to  shipping  rhizomes. 
Arrangements  for  receiving  the  plants  must  be  done  to  conform  with  Aus¬ 
tralia’s  strict  quarantine  regulations. 

Anyone  planning  to  send  Louisiana  iris  rhizomes  for  the  competition  should 
contact  Margaret  at  44  Arrunga  Road,  Arcadia,  NSW  2159,  Australia. 


American  Iris  Society  Conventions 

1987 

Phoenix,  AZ 

April  14-18 

1988 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

May  3-7 

1989 

Memphis,  TN 

April  29-May  3 

1990 

Omaha,  NE 

May  27-31 

1991 

Washington,  DC 

May  18-22 

1992 

Atlanta,  GA 

April  28-May  2 

1993 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

April  25-30 

1995 

Pennsylvania 
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RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 
1 1 46  W.  Rialto 
Fresno,  CA  93705 

OUTSTANDINGLY  DIFFERENT  IRISES 

Not  Just  Improvements  On  Old  Themes 


SPICED  CUSTARD  (Weiler  87)  $30.00 

PLEASE  SEE  ADVERTISEMENT  ON  PACE  91 

Write  for  your  free  copy  of  our  price  list  which  includes 
a  full  line  of  reblooming  median  and  TB  irises 

Include  $2.50  postage  California  residents  add  6%  tax  Generous  Extras 
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ADAMGROVE 


Irises  and  Daylilies 

Proudly  Presents  Iris  Introductions  For  1987  From 

David  B.  Sindt 


CROCUS  (David  Sindt,  1987)  Miniature  Dwarf  Bearded,  20  cm  ( 8 ") 

Standards  of  mid-yellow,  arched,  open,  and  artfully  ruffled,  perch  atop  flaring  and 
rounded  falls  of  cream.  The  center  of  each  creamy  fall  is  decorated  with  a  precise 
dollop  of  rich  gold.  Yellow  style  arms  brighten  the  interior,  while  orange-tipped 
beards  intensify  the  color.  The  effect?  Refreshing,  crisp,  inviting — and  decidedly 
reminiscent  of  the  first  crocus  of  spring.  Seedling  630:  Paul  X  Funny  Face  $10.00 

FIRED  UP  (David  Sindt,  1987)  Miniature  Dwarf  Bearded,  11  cm  (dVi") 

Intriguing  though  brown  may  be,  when  it?s  fired  up  all  eyes  are  upon  it.  Arched, 
domed  standards  shine  with  the  light,  bright  redness  of  new  copper.  Golden  brown 
falls  are  veined  and  overlaid  in  rich  mahogany,  and  flare  out,  the  better  to  be  seen. 
The  beards  echo  the  purple  tones  where  the  mahogany  leaves  off,  all  to  complete  a 
satisfying  composition.  These  blossoms  form  a  carpet  of  coppery  embers  suitable 
wherever  small  plants  are  appreciated.  Seedling  448:  (((Snow  Flurry  x  Nana)  x 
Rose  Elf)  x  Arrangement)  X  Copper  Chief . $10.00 

CROCUS  and  FIRED  UP  were  personally  selected  and  registered  by  David  Sindt. 


We  are  also  pleased  to  co-introduce  with  Carl  and  Larue  Boswell  their  varieties,  new 
for  1987: 

HOT  SPOT  (AB  med)  $12.50  BANDED  BUTTERFLY  (IB)  $15.00 

BALKANA  BABY  (MDB)  10.00  BELLA  BELLA  (BB)  17.50 

LITTLE  TRUDY  (IB)  15.00  ORCHID  TUTU  (BB)  17.50 

For  descriptions,  see  the  Boswell  Iris  Garden  advertisement  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of 
the  Bulletin. 


Order  from  this  advertisement  and  include  $2.00  shipping  or  send  $1  for  extensive 
catalogue  (deductible).  Extras  with  every  order. 


ADAMGROVE 

Eric  and  Bob  Tankesley-Clarke 
Rt.  1 ,  Box  246 
California,  MO  65018 
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NEW  and  EXCITING  for  1 987 


THE  IRIS,  NOT  THE  HYBRIDIZER! 


Photo  by  Robert  Paskach 
Omaha  World- Herald 


ROGER  NELSON  with 

VENUS  AND  MARS 

JUNE,  1986 

Also:  ALEXIS,  NEIL  DIAMOND  and  OBSESSION— 

TB  introductions  for  1 987 

See  IRIS  COUNTRY  ad  on  page  63 
1 1 8  South  Lincoln  St  Wayne,  NE  68787 
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AUTHORITATIVE,  SELF  ASSURED,  DISCRIMINATING 

ALEXIS  (R.  Nelson  '8 7)  Unique  coloration  in  a  pink  with  explosive 

red-orange  beards  . .  $30.00 

NEIL  DIAMOND  (R.  Nelson  '87)  Like  the  composer,  song  stylist,  an 
imposing,  quality  performance  in  smooth  deep  violet  with  vigor 
and  stalks . . . .  $30.00 

OBSESSION  (R.  Nelson)  Rugged,  healthy  and  wide  angle  branched 
deep  orchid.  Handsome  and  most  vigorous  in  class  .......  $30.00 

VENUS  AND  MARS  (R.  Nelson)  Dashing,  clean  and  stalwart  metal¬ 
lic  blue/violet  with  self  beards  and  great  stalks . $30.00 

Include  $2.50  shipping.  Write  for  catalog  (50<t) 
and  complete  descriptions. 

IRIS  C0HHTKY 


118  South  Lincoln  St. 


ROGER  R.  NELSON 


(402)  375-3795 


Wayne,  NE  68787 


BULLETIN  ADVERTISING  RATES 

COMMERCIAL  DIRECTORY  (Four  Issues) 

One-inch  $  30.00  Two-inch  $  40.00 

Three-inch  $  50.00 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING  (Single  Issue) 

One-inch  $  25.00  Two-thirds  page  $  73.00 

One-quarter  page  $  31.00  Three-fourths  page  $  82.00 

One-third  page  $  40.00  Full  page  $100.00 

One-half  page  „  $  56.00 

Full  page,  color  $200.00  plus  color  separations 

Cover  ads  $200.00  plus  color  separations 

All  advertising  copy  and  photographs,  except  color  which  requires  individual  ar¬ 
rangements,  must  be  received  by  the  Advertising  Editor  by  April  15  (July  Issue), 
July  15  (October  Issue),  October  15  (January  Issue)  and  January  15  (April 
Issue). 

Send  advertising  copy  and  check  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society  to: 
Ms.  Kay  Nelson,  Advertising  Editor 
P.O.  Box  37613  Omaha,  NE  68137 
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1987  INTRODUCTIONS  FROM  BARBARA  &  STERLING  INNERST 


FLUENT 

CRITIC — Sdlg.  1328-5.  TB,  34",  M-L,  7  to  9  buds.  Wide,  ruffled  mid  to  light 
blue  self.  Vigorous  and  a  beautiful  garden  clump.  Great  stalks.  Fertile.  Deep 
Pacific  X  Five  Star  Admiral.  HC  ’83 . . . . .  $25.00 

FLUENT — Sdlg.  1732-5.  TB,  36",  M-L,  7  to  9  buds.  Beautiful  branching, 
vigorous  and  different.  The  first  from  our  banded  line.  Burgundy  rose  stands; 
falls  silvered  lavender  rose,  lighter  near  huge  gold  beards.  One-half  inch 
brilliant  brown  rim  around  ruffled  falls.  Fertile  both  ways.  Joyce  Terry  X  Center 
Fold.  HC  ’86 . . . . . .  $25.00 

HANDSOME — Sdlg.  2238-10.  TB,  34",  L-L.  Beautiful  bright  yellow  stands.  F. 
cream-white,  trimmed  brown;  huge  gold  beards.  Excellent  form,  9  to  10  buds. 
Makes  show  stalks  easily,  ruffled,  fertile  both  ways.  (Osage  Buff  x  Spinning 
Wheel)  X  Burgundy  Brown . . . . . $25.00 

CONTRITE — Sdlg.  1013-8.  TB,  34",  M-L.  Form  is  near  perfect-round,  flaring 
and  full.  Great  branching,  7  buds  and  very  lacy.  Warm  pink  self  with  lighter  area 
in  center  of  falls.  Quietly  dramatic.  Fertile  both  ways.  Sterling  Blush  X  (Point 
Clear  x  Pink  Taffeta) . $25.00 

COLORWATCH — Sdlg.  2399-1.  TB,  36".  Well  formed  cream  plicata  trimmed 
burgundy  red.  F.  cream,  washed  yellow  gold.  Great  branching,  9  buds.  Saved 
to  be  introduced  on  maiden  spring  bloom.  It  has  since  bloomed  each  fall  (5)  for 
5  weeks  in  late  Sept,  and  Oct.  Three  of  its  sdlgs.  rebloomed  in  fall  of  ’86.  Extra 
fertile.  (Spinning  Wheel  x  Flamenco)  X  (Colortrak  sib  x  Burgundy  Brown) 
. .....$25.00 

FLIVVER — Sdlg.  2298-10.  IB,  18",  M.  Cream,  stitched  raspberry  blue,  3 
branches  with  7  buds.  Hee  Haw  X  (Spinning  Wheel  x  Flamenco)  ...  $10.00 

HUDDLE  —Sdlg.  2276-1.  SDB,  14",  M.  Extremely  well  formed  yellow-gold, 
huge  brown  spot  on  F.  Very  wide  form,  5  buds.  Fire  One  X  Inflamed.  HC  ’83 

. . . $7.50 

HAFNIUM — Sdlg.  2250.  SDB,  11",  M.  Excellent  wide,  round,  flaring  form. 
Grey  self  with  shocking  electric  blue  beards;  5  buds.  Deet  X  Dixie  Pixie  $7.50 

3  medians  for  $20.00.  5  TBs  for  $95.00.  No  extras.  $2.50  postage 
and  handling  on  all  orders.  Shipping  mid-July. 

2 700- A  Oakland  Road  Dover,  PA  17315 

Phone  (717)  764-0281 
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Vouth  Views 

Catherine  Long  Gates 


GOOD  GARDEN  GAWKING 

Spring  has  arrived  and  brought  (or  soon  will)  the  iris  blossoms  we’ve  all 
been  waiting  for.  Although  our  own  garden  will  bring  a  lot  of  delight  it  is 
important,  and  fun,  to  visit  other  gardens  during  blooming  time.  If  you  are  a 
judge  (Remember  Youth  members  can  be  and  are  judges)  it  is  your  respon¬ 
sibility  to  get  out  and  evaluate  irises. 

Of  course,  AIS  conventions  are  a  great  way  to  see  many  of  the  newest  irises 
and  meet  many  nice  irisarians.  Time  and  money  often  limit  our  ability  to  attend 
national  conventions,  but  many  regions  host  their  own  mini-conventions.  If 
your  region  has  a  display  or  test  garden  or  any  commercial  growers,  try  to 
take  advantage  of  these  opportunities. 

Most  of  the  public  display  gardens  or  commercial  growers  have  set  hours 
(sometimes  all  daylight  hours).  Don’t  show  up  after  dark  with  a  flashlight  to 
view  the  flowers.  Even  if  you’re  not  mistaken  for  a  thief  you  are  at  least  guilty  of 
disturbing  the  much  needed  rest  of  the  grower.  Unless  you  have  been  pre¬ 
viously  invited  or  are  on  a  prearranged  tour  you  should  call  ahead  before 
visiting  a  private  garden.  You  wouldn’t  walk  into  someone’s  house  uninvited 
and  the  same  should  hold  true  for  their  garden. 

Many  hosts  like  to  be  around  when  you  visit  to  point  out  varieties  they  find  of 
special  interest.  This  is  especially  true  of  hybridizers  who  may  want  your 
evaluation  of  their  seedlings.  When  asked  for  that  evaluation  do  make  it  an 
honest  one.  If  you  think  it  is  a  “dog”  don’t  say  that,  but  rather  try  to  point  out  the 
good  along  with  the  bad.  For  instance;  “That’s  a  lovely  color,  it’s  a  shame  the 
flower  doesn’t  have  more  substance.” 

Speaking  of  substance  you  should  be  able  to  judge  it  by  looking  not 
feeling.  Never  touch  a  flower  in  someone  else’s  garden  unless  they  invite  you 
to  do  so.  Even  the  flower  with  a  lot  of  substance  won’t  look  that  way  by  the  end 
of  the  day  after  being  mauled  by  admirers.  When  taking  photographs,  which 
you’ve  hopefully  asked  permission  to  do,  don't  remove  faded  blossoms 
unless  the  owner  says  okay.  You  might  be  breaking  off  a  cross — not  everyone 
tags  them.  Try  to  remember  that  camera  equipment  (and  coats,  purses, 
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notebooks,  etc.)  swinging  in  the  rows  can  be  lethal  to  a  beautiful  bud  or  stalk. 
Do  be  very  careful  so  that  those  who  follow  you  will  get  the  same  view. 

Bloom  season  is  the  high  point  of  the  year  for  all  us  iris  “nuts”.  You  can  help 
make  it  that  way  by  exercising  common  sense  and  courtesy  when  visiting 
other  gardens.  You’ll  also  be  insuring  fun  in  future  seasons  since  the  polite 
visitor  will  always  be  invited  back  for  another  look.  ENJOY! 


AIS  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 


Annual . 

$  9.50 

Sustaining  . 

$20.00 

Triennial  . 

.  23.75 

Research  . . 

.  47.50 

Family  . . . . . . 

.  11.50 

Life  . 

190.00 

Family  Triennial  . 

.  28.50 

Family  Life  . 

237.50 

Youth  Member,  with  others  of  family 

as  members  . . . . . 

.  .  2.00 

Youth  Members,  with  not  others  of  family  as  members 

.  .3.25 

SECTION  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

single 

annual 

single 

triennial 

family 

annual 

family 

triennial 

Median  Iris  Society . 

.  5.50 

15.00 

8.00 

22.50 

Society  for  Siberian  Irises  . 

.  2.50 

6.50 

3.00 

7.50 

Spuria  Iris  Society  .... _ 

.  3.00 

7.00 

3.50 

8.00 

Society  for  Japanese  Irises 

. .  3.50 

9.00 

4.00 

10.50 

Reblooming  Iris  Society  . . . 
Society  for  Pacific  Coast 

.......  3.00 

7.50 

4.00 

10.00 

Native  Iris  . . . . . . 

Species  Iris  Group  of 

.......  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

North  America  ......... 

.  3.50 

9.00 

4.50 

10.50 

Louisiana  Iris  Society  of  America  . . 

. .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Dwarf  Iris  Society  . 

.......  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Membership  in  AIS  sections  is  open  to  all  AIS  members.  Payment  may  be 
made  directly  to  the  Section,  or  may  be  made  payable  to  the  American  Iris 
Society  and  sent  to  AIS  Membership  Secretary,  Carol  Ramsey,  6518 
Beachy  Ave.,  Wichita,  KS  67206 
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Gifts 

To  The  American  Iris  Society 
July  14, 1986  to  January  9,  1987 
MEMORIAL  GIFTS  FOR: 


Michael  F.  Alter!,  Jr.  (MA) 

Captain  and  Mrs.  O.  R.  Skinner, 
Jr.  (TX) 

Fred  Beyes,  Jr.  (IL) 

Southern  Illinois  Iris  Society  (IL) 
‘Region  9,  AIS  (IL) 

Gerald  Bletcher  (WA) 

Town  and  Country  Iris  Society 
(WA) 

Ann  Blocher  (IL) 

Northern  Illinois  Iris  Society  (IL) 
George  E.  Bryant  (IL) 

Mary  Shura  Craig  (IL) 

Kay  and  Jack  Tootle  (MO) 

Dr.  David  Cook  (CA) 

Mrs.  Jesse  E.  Wills  (TN) 

Mrs.  Alta  Coulson  (TN) 

Memphis  Area  Iris  Society  (TN) 
Donald  Denney  (CA) 

Evelyn  and  Bennet  Jones  (OR) 
Paul  W.  Gossett  (OK) 
Sacramento  Iris  Society  (CA) 
Ruby  F.  Wilson  (CA) 

Santa  Rosa  Iris  Society  (CA) 
Region  14,  AIS  (CA) 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  (CA) 

Mrs.  Agnes  Dougherty  (PA) 

The  Pittsburgh  Iris  and  Daylily 
Society  (PA) 

Mrs.  Leona  Graham  (TX) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Nichols  (TX) 

Alva  J.  Hickerson  (OK) 

Paul  W.  Gossett  (OK) 

Tulsa  Area  Iris  Society  (OK) 

Jack  Howell  (IL) 

Mid-Illinois  Iris  Society  (IL) 
*Region  9,  AIS  (IL) 


*For  Scientific  Research  Fund 


Mrs.  Ruth  Jennings  (PA) 

The  Pittsburgh  Iris  and  Daylily 
Society  (PA) 

Mrs.  Agnes  Jester  (AR) 

Hot  Springs  Iris  Society  (AR) 

John  Laughter  (NC) 

Piedmont  Carolina  Iris  Society 
(SC) 

Luther  B.  Martin  (TN) 

Memphis  Area  Iris  Society  (TN) 

Dr.  William  G.  McGarvey  (NY) 

Eloise  and  Frank  D.  Williams,  Jr. 
(TX) 

Empire  State  Iris  Society,  Inc. 
(NY) 

McGarvey  Foundation,  Inc.  (AR) 

Ruth  Messer  (IL) 

‘Region  9,  AIS  (IL) 

Marie  Meyer  (IL) 

San  Diego-Imperial  Counties  Iris 
Society,  Inc.  (CA) 

Les  Peterson  (UT) 

Utah  Iris  Society  (UT) 

Katie  Reis  (OK) 

Tulsa  Area  Iris  Society  (OK) 

Lillian  Ross  (OK) 

Tulsa  Area  Iris  Society  (OK) 

David  Sindt  (IL) 

Richard  and  Carol  Ramsey  (KS) 
Northern  Illinois  Iris  Society  (IL) 

Velma  McConnell  Wood  (OK) 

Tulsa  Area  Iris  Society  (OK) 


OTHER  GIFTS: 

Region  20,  AIS  (CO) 

For  Scientific  Research  Fund- 
Scorch  Research  Project 

Ray  C.  Vodicka  (NE) 
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In  Memoriam 

Frances  Edwards  (IL)  Gene  Miles  (IN) 

Douglas  Padrick  (IN)  Helen  Ingle  (CA) 

John  Taylor  (England) 


Les  Peterson  (1897-1986) 

Lester  E.  (Les)  Peterson,  prominent  long-time  hybridizer  of  arilbreds  and 
bearded  irises,  died  May  24,  1986  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight. 

Les  was  born  in  Logan,  Utah.  During  World  War  I  he  served  in  the  navy, 
receiving  an  honorable  discharge  in  1918.  He  began  his  long  career  as  a 
postal  clerk  in  Logan,  later  transferring  to  Salt  Lake  City,  where  he  retired  in 
the  1960s  with  42  years  service. 

Les  and  Edna  were  married  nearly  sixty  years,  from  1 922  until  her  death  in 
1981.  Their  three  children,  Gerald  Peterson,  Sharon  Reynolds  and  Ardi  Kary, 
survive  them. 

It  was  a  fellow  postal  worker  who  started  Lee  on  the  iris  path;  he  bloomed 
his  first  irises  and  joined  AIS  in  the  1940s.  His  first  registrations  were  for  the 
arilbred  SHORT  SONG  and  the  tall  bearded  YOUNG  BRAVE,  introduced  by 
Tell’s  Iris  Gardens  in  1954  and  1956  respectively. 

Subsequent  years  saw  the  introduction  of  many  arilbreds,  most  notably 
SONI  CE,  which  won  the  C.  G.  White  Award  in  1972,  and  BANGLADESH, 
which  won  the  same  award  in  1977.  In  1983  Les  was  chosen  as  the  Aril 
Society  International’s  “Member  of  the  Year.” 

His  GALA  MADRID,  introduced  in  1 968,  is  still  on  the  current  symposium  of 
favorite  tall  beardeds.  Other  well  known  Peterson  irises  include  LE  SEDNA, 
(which  won  a  prize  as  the  best  red  in  international  competition  at  Florence, 
Italy),  SPANISH  HARLEM,  FLAMINGO  DAWN,  MAIN  EVENT,  MEADOWLARK 
FRINGE  and  BARLETTA.  Other  introductions  include  the  border  ARDI  LOY 
and  the  intermediate  DOLL  PRETTY. 

Les’  legacy  continues,  as  his  arilbred  VIEWER’S  WISH  is  introduced  this 
year  by  the  Kary  Garden.  He  will  be  remembered  not  only  for  h'is  irises,  but 
also  for  the  many  articles  and  poems  he  wrote  for  various  iris  publications, 
and  for  the  fine  person  that  he  was. 

David  Baiiey  Sindt  1940-1986 

David  Bailey  Sindt  was  born  in  1 940  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  and  died  in 
his  Chicago  home  on  December  3,  1986. 

A  recent  Past  RVP  of  Region  9,  David  was  most  noted  for  his  work  with  small 
bearded  irises.  He  served  as  president  of  the  Dwarf  Iris  Society  and  was  long 
on  its  board  of  directors.  Of  David’s  43  registrations,  38  have  so  far  been 
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introduced,  beginning  in  1968.  Twelve  miniature  dwarfs,  as  well  as  six  pure 
pumilas  (a  distinction  to  which  David  drew  our  attention)  and  17  standard 
dwarfs  originated  from  his  garden.  David  also  independently  developed  a 
line  of  tetraploid  miniature  tails,  represented  by  ECHO  POND  and  EVENING 
POND.  He  introduced  one  arilbred,  ARABIQUE.  The  tangerine  factor  en¬ 
gaged  much  of  David’s  interest;  he  was  especially  pleased  with  CARROT 
CURLS,  an  SDB.  Piicatas,  dominant  amoenas,  and  several  other  lines  were 
under  continual  refinement.  David’s  collection  of  small  bearded  species  was 
extensive,  including  what  was  probably  the  largest  aggregation  of  collected 
pumila  clones  in  the  world. 

David  won  two  Carparne  Awards,  for  SUN  SPARKLE  in  1972  and  for 
NUGGETS  in  1980.  At  the  1986  AIS  Convention  in  San  Jose,  David  became 
the  second  person  ever  to  receive  the  Caparne-Welch  Medal,  for  ZIPPER. 
SNOW  SPARKLE  and  QUIP  both  received  Awards  of  Merit  in  1984.  ZIPPER 
and  QUIP  each  placed  first  in  MDB’s  in  the  Vienna,  Austria,  competition  for 
low-growing  irises. 

Until  nearly  the  end  of  his  life,  David  worked  for  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Children  and  Family  Services,  most  recently  holding  the  position  of  Super¬ 
visor  of  Foster  Homes  Licensing.  David’s  active  involvement  with  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  included  his  founding  and  continued  leadership  of 
Presbyterians  for  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns.  He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  G.  (Gus  and  Char)  Sindt,  a  sister  and  nephews,  other  relatives 
and  numerous  friends. 

Dorothy  S.  Palmer  1906-1986 

By  David  Niswonger 

Dorothy  Palmer  died  October  26,  1986,  just  two  days  short  from  her  80th 
birthday.  She  had  had  a  long  bout  with  cancer  and  many  of  us  had  hoped  that 
she  would  recover,  but  that  hope  did  not  materialize. 

Many  memories  come  to  mind  when  I  think  of  those  trips  to  St.  Louis  to  visit 
Dorothy  and  her  beloved  husband  Ray,  who  did  all  of  the  weeding  and  tilling.  I 
was  often  accompanied  by  Gene  Buckles  or  Al  Roderick  or  other  iris-growing 
friends,  and  they  were  always  delightful  occasions.  These  visits  began  in  the 
50’s  and  many  ideas  and  inspirations  for  hybridizing  possibilities  came  from 
Dorothy.  She  was  always  there  to  greet  us  with  her  apron  containing  slips  of 
paper  folded  a  particular  way  in  which  to  hold  pollen.  She  had  pollen  of  all 
sorts  in  that  apron  and  could  whip  it  out  pretty  quick  when  she  got  an 
inspiration  for -a  cross. 

Her  first  introductions  were  in  1956  and  she  totaled  approximately  63  tall 
bearded  introductions  and  3  border  bearded  introductions.  Three  of  those 
irises  won  Awards  of  Merit  which  were  LILTING  MELODY,  AM  in  1965,  BUT¬ 
TERED  POPCORN,  AM  in  1973  and  STARRING  ROLE,  AM  in  1979.  SHEER 
POETRY  was  the  Most  Popular  Iris  in  ’81  at  the  St.  Louis  Convention.  I  always 
liked  the  names  that  Dorothy  selected  for  her  irises. 

In  1984  at  the  Seattle  Convention  she  was  awarded  the  Hybridizers  Medal 
which  she  greatly  deserved.  Her  breeding  of  pink  amoenas  and  efforts 
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toward  white  and  pinks  with  blue  beards  will  be  utilized  in  the  gene  pool  of 
many  hybridizers  for  years  to  come. 

She  was  buried  in  Oak  Hills  Cemetery  in  Kirkwood,  Missouri,  near  to  the 
grave  of  Ada  Buxton,  who  was  a  past  RVP  of  Region  18,  and  her  husband 
Walter.  We  will  all  certainly  miss  Dorothy. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY:  Send  to  The  American  Iris  Society,  Jeane 
Stayer,  Secretary,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION:  Send  to  AIS  Foundation, 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn,  Treasurer,  2510  S.  148th  Avenue,  Omaha, 
NE  68144.  Donations  to  the  Foundation  are  tax  deductible. 

Note:  please  include  name  and  address  of  next-of-kin  pertaining  to 
memorial  gifts,  so  that  a  card  of  acknowledgment  may  be  sent. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  or  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Iris  Society  Foundation. 


ARILI  AN  ACRES 

TB  Introductions  of  Howard  Shockey 

4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  N.W.  Albuquerque,  NM  87107 

GYPSY  SKIRT  (Shockey  '87)  TB,  35",  M.  A  gypsy  maiden  in  dance. 
Coral  pink  standards  over  broad  semi-flaring  falls  of  off-white 
marked  with  irregular  banding  of  maroon-burgundy;  tangerine 
beards.  Purple  based  fans  add  pleasing  interest.  Sdlg.  82-222-A: 
Pink  Confetti  X  Capricious . $25.00 

HIGH  FLIGHT  (Shockey  '87)  36",  M.  Thick  textured  near  white  with 
blue  beards  heavily  frosted  white.  Widely  spaced  branching  dis¬ 
plays  the  long-lasting  blossoms  well.  Fresh  from  the  jet  stream. 
Sdlg.  81-201-3B:  Good  Morning  America  X  Song  of  Norway  $25.00 

Previous  Introductions 


EL  MORADO 
LUNAR  FLOUNCE 
NORDIC  KISS 
SHALAKO 


TB,  '86.  Husky  multi-budded  medium  purple . 

TB,  '84.  Non-fading  ruffled  medium  yellow. . 

TB,  '83.  Clean  white  with  cerise  beards.  HM  '85 . 

TB,  '84.  Bright  yellow  and  mahogany  plicata . 


Please  order  by  Aug.  1.  Aug.  1-15  AIRMAIL  shipment  included. 


$20.00 

$16.00 

$12.50 

$16.00 
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103-111 


CORRECTION 

The  author  of  the  article  on  Presby  Gardens  and  cover  photographer 
for  the  January  issue  is  Edward  L.  Harvey  of  Great  Notch,  NJ.  His 
name  was  listed  as  Fred  Harvey  in  error,  for  which  the  former  editor 
apologizes.  .  .  . 
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AVONBANK  IRIS  GARDENS 

Lloyd  Zurbrigg 

708  Noblin  Street  Radford,  VA  24141 

Very  hardy  reblooming  irises,  especially  for  the  East  and  North 

Home  of  IMMORTALITY  (white),  EARL  OF  ESSEX  (plicata),  BETH¬ 
ANY  CLAIRE  (blue),  JENNIFER  REBECCA  (rose-pink)  and  many 
others,  including  the  AM  winner,  BABY  BLESSED  (SDB). 

Send  two  22-cent  stamps  for  catalogue  with  black  and  white 
illustrations  and  much  descriptive  material.  No  new  introductions 
this  year,  but  some  honeys  on  the  way. 


BROWN  S  SUNNYHILL  GARDENS 

Route  3,  Box  102  Milton-Freewater,  Oregon  97862 

1987  Introductions 

BERRY  CORDIAL  (O.  Brown  ’87)  TB,  34".  Different  and  appealing  is 
this  wine  colored  ruffled  iris.  Arched  falls  are  near  RHS  198D,  with  a 
lighter  area  below  the  showy  shrimp  red  beards.  Ruffled  standards 
are  deeper  in  color  and  nicely  held.  5  to  6  buds.  Sdlg.  81-4D6: 
involved  pinks,  Instant  Charm,  Baroque,  Saber  Dance  and  Silver 
Shower . $25.00 

MODERN  STORY  (O.  Brown  ’87)  TB,  30".  A  showy  brick  pink  (RHS 
35C)  with  closed  standards  and  widely  flaring  falls.  A  light  infusion  of 
Spanish  orange  on  the  shoulders  adds  luster.  Beards  are  russet 
purple.  A  trace  of  magnolia  is  apparent  in  mid  stds.  and  falls.  Two 
branches,  spur  and  terminal.  Sdlg.  82-3B5:  Far  Corners  X  involved 
pinks,  Instant  Charm,  and  Schiaparelli . . . .  $25.00 

MOONLIGHT  DANCE  (O.  Brown  ’87)  TB,  35".  Tall  strong  stalks  carry  7 
buds.  7V2 "  blooms  with  SVfc"  wide  ruffled,  semi-flaring  falls.  Light 
mimosa  yellow  (RHS  8C),  slightly  lighter  in  center;  self  beards. 
Ruffled  and  swirled  standards.  So  clean,  flowers  appear  to  have  been 
washed.  A  garden  favorite  the  past  2  years.  Sdlg.  83-3A1 2:  Creme  de 
Creme  X  inv.  seedlings  including  Dawn  Flight,  Winter  Olympics,  Irish 
Lullaby  and  Lemon  Mist . . . .  $25.00 

ICE  REVIEW  (O.  Brown  ’87)  TB,  35".  Tall,  well  branched  stalks  carry  9  to 
10  buds.  Lightly  ruffled  and  flaring  cool  white  (barely  blue)  with 
cerulean  blue  beards.  Greenish  midribs  and  light  blue  flush  in  heart. 
Sdlg.  82-9C1 :  inv.  Blue  Miller,  Winter  Olympics,  Goodness,  Bluebell 
Lane,  Queen’s  Favor  and  Silver  Trail  X  Song  of  Norway  ....  $25.00 

Please  add  $2.00  for  shipping  and  handling— Modest  list  on  request 
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BOSWELL  IRIS  GARDEN 


Carl  and  LaRue 

1821  Gross  Lane  Concord,  CA  94519 

We  are  proud  that  our  introductions  are  co-introduced  with  and  are 

available  from  Adamgrove,  Rt.  1,  Box  246,  California,  MO  65018. 

Carl  Boswell  1987  Introductions 

HOT  SPOT— -AB-MED  (lA)  12".  Medium  yellow  with  red  spot/signal  on 
falls;  yellow  beards.  Well  liked  in  Seattle  in  ’84,  receiving  an  HC.  Sdlg. 
282-72:  Velvatine  X  Bethlehem  Song. . . $12.50 

BALKANA  BABY— MDB,  7".  S.  pale  blue-violet,  light  gold  midrib.  F. 
pale  maroon,  yellow  line  at  hafts,  W'  pale  blue-violet  edge;  blue 
beards.  Sdlg.  12-80-1M:  Tanny  X  (Gingerbread  Man  x  I.  balkana) 
. . . . . . $10.00 

LITTLE  TRUDY— IB,  18".  Do  you  remember  the  old  TB  “Trudy”?  This 
is  a  smaller  version.  This  cross  is  my  first  step  toward  green  in  MTBs  (I 
hope).  S.  pale  cream  with  a  green  infusion.  Falls  are  greenish  maroon, 
edged  light  green;  Sdlg.  225-68:  Dainty  Dancer  X  Marquise  LaGreca, 
EC  ’85  . . . $15.00 

BANDED  BUTTERFLY— IB,  22".  As  colorful  as  a  butterfly.  S.  bright 
yellow;  F.  darker  yellow,  veined  brown  2/3rds  way  down,  inner  band  of 
white,  W'  yellow  band  at  edge;  yellow  beards.  Sdlg.  84-80-21.  Pagan 
Butterfly  X  (Prosperity  x  Under  Gleam) . . . .  $15.00 

BELLA  BELLA— BB,  23".  When  my  mother  first  saw  this  colorful  iris, 
she  said  “Bella  Bella”  (beautiful  beautiful).  S.  light  gold.  F.  blue  with 
tan-brown  hafts  and  edge.  Yellow  blaze  around  orange  beards.  Sdlg. 
166-78-1B:  Under  Gleam  X  Maroon  Bells . $17.50 

ORCHID  TUTU— BB,  21".  S.  light  rose-orchid,  veined  darker.  F.  pale 
orchid,  darker  at  hafts  and  edge.  Tangerine  beards.  Lightly  ruffled  and 
laced.  The  falls  flare  like  a  ballerina’s  tutu.  Sdlg.  227-77B:  (Lilac 
Champagne  x  (Java  Dove  x  Little  Lynn))  X  Under  Gleam. ..  $17.50 

List  of  previous  introductions  and  Median  irises  on  request.  Ship¬ 
ping  mid-July  to  mid-August.  Make  your  check  payable  to  Carl 
Boswell.  Please  include  $2.50  for  postage.  GENEROUS  EXTRAS. 
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Offering  Quality  and  Satisfaction 
since  1936 


PERMANENT  METAL  FLOWER  AND 
GARDEN  MARKERS 

Style  A:  Rose  Marker  100-10"  $16.55  *  15" 
$18.50  *  20"  $21.35.  Style  B:  Nursery  100-10" 
$18.80*  15"  $21.10  *  20"  $23.45.  Style  C: 
Single  Staff  100-20"  $18.60.  Style  D:  Swinger 
100-10"  $15.05. 

Shipping  and  Handling  Charges:  Zip  codes 
under  75000  add  $3.25  per  100;  over  75000 
add  $4.75  per  100.  Ohio  residents  add  6% 
tax.  Ohio  residents  add  6%  tax.  SEND  FOR 
FREE  BROCHURE.  Inquire  about  other  styles 
and  sizes  available,  small  quantities,  special 
sales,  high  volume  discounts,  permanent 
marking  devices  and  fund  raising  plans.  Sat¬ 
isfaction  guaranteed. 

EON  INDUSTRIES,  P.O.  Box  853,  Dept.  I, 
Holland,  OH  43528. 


INTRODUCTIONS  from  DAVE  NISWONGER 

CHAMPAGNE  ELEGANCE  (Niswonger  ’87)  Sdlg.  23-81:  Blyth  H.  1 16-1: 
((Magnetic  Isle  x  Rhythm  and  Blues)  x  Snowlight)  X  (Coral  Strand  x  Peach 
Spit).  TB,  33"  (84  cm),  M.  Sets  seed  reluctantly,  pollen  fertile.  If  you  are  a 
lover  of  pastels,  as  I  am,  you  will  enjoy  this  beauty  with  pale  lavender-pink 
standards  and  light  buffy  apricot  falls.  A  pale  bicolor  that  is  unusual  with  all 
the  other  good  qualities.  HC  ’86 . . . $30.00 

MISSOURI  BLUE  (Niswonger  ’87)  Sdlg.  Sp  14-77:  Ferguson’s  Dark  sdlg.  X 
Crow  Wing.  Spuria,  44"  (112  cm),  M.  Fertile  both  ways.  Starting  with  the 
Dykes  Medal  winner,  MISSOURI,  many  famous  blue  irises  have  been 
developed  by  Missouri  hybridizers.  This  iris  is  introduced  as  a  tribute  to 
those  hybridizers.  It’s  a  deep  blue  self  with  a  small  gold  signal .  . .  $20.00 

ORANGE  SLICES  (Niswonger  ’87)  Sdlg.  32-82:  Far  Comers  X  Copper 
Classic.  TB,  33"  (84  cm),  M.  Fertile  both  ways  but  with  some  difficulty.  As  a 
child,  one  of  my  favorite  candies  was  the  “orange  slices”.  This  iris  takes  me 
back  to  those  days  of  enjoyment  with  almost  a  Pavlov’s  reflex.  It  has  a 
yummy  pinkish  orange  color  with  an  orange  crest  and  beard.  Although  I 
haven’t  grown  many  seedlings  from  it,  I  feel  it  has  great  hybridizing 
possibilities . . . .  $30.00 

PEACH  PETALS  (Niswonger  ’87)  Sdlg.  6-79:  Coral  Strand  X  Marmalade 
Skies.  Border  Bearded,  26"  (66  cm),  M.  Fertile  both  ways.  As  with  most 
yellow  and  pink  amoenas,  the  intensity  of  the  white  color  of  the  standards 
may  vary  from  year  to  year,  depending  on  the  season,  climate,  etc.  But, 
generally,  this  is  a  small  clean  pink  amoena  that  I  think  you  will  enjoy 
. . . . . $25.00 

SPLASH  OF  RED  (Niswonger  ’87)  Sdlg.  SDB  1-85:  Fire  One  X  sib  to  2-81: 
(Byword  x  unknown)  SDB,  12"  (30  cm),  E,  fertile.  This  flashy  little  dwarf 
ushers  in  the  iris  season  with  a  color  we  associate  with  spring.  Its  bright 
clean  yellow  can  be  seen  from  quite  a  distance.  Then  upon  closer  inspection, 
a  splash  of  red  dazzles  the  eyes.  Very  showy . . . $15.00 

Enclose  $2.50  for  shipping  Catalog  on  request 

CAPE  IRIS  GARDENS 

822  Rodney  Vista  Blvd.  Cape  Girardeau,  MO  63701 
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D  &  J  GARDENS  1987 

1373  Coventry  Road 
Concord,  CA  94518 

(415)  685-6489 

FRENCH  KISS  (D.  Meek  ’87)  TB,  35",  M-L,  Sdlg.  379-1-8.  ............  $25.00 

Well  held,  upright  standards  of  medium  blue-violet.  Medium  violet  falls  are  ex¬ 
tremely  wide  and  ruffled.  Cream  beards.  Excellent  branching,  well  spaced  and  very 
large  blooms.  Stunning.  Carved  Crystal  X  Winterscape. 

GRAND  OLD  OPRY  (D.  Meek  ’87)  TB,  36",  E-M,  Sdlg.  247-1-0  . $25.00 

A  large  self  of  medium  soft  lavender  with  slightly  open  standards  and  broad,  nicely 
ruffled  falls  with  self  beards.  Blooms  are  very  large,  the  branching  is  fantastic  and 
there  can  be  as  many  as  9  to  19  blooms.  Winterscape  X  Sugartime. 

JANIE  MEEK  (J.  Meek  ’87)  TB,  32",  M,  Sdlg.  G 164-2-9 . $25.00 

This  ruffled  pastel  biocolor  has  soft  pink,  well  held  standards  and  broad  orchid 
lavender  falls  with  lighter  area  around  the  red  beards.  Excellent  branching  with  9- 1 2 
buds.  Candace  X  Monaco. 

MAKIN’  MUSIC  (J.Meek  ’87)  TB,  36",  M-L,  Sdlg.  86-2-1 . $25.00 

This  ruffled  and  lightly  laced  iris  is  a  self  of  big  cherry  color.  The  well  held  standards 
are  open,  and  the  falls  are  wide  and  flaring.  The  beards  are  brick  colored.  Brandy  X  P. 
T.  Bamum. 

MOLLY  DARLIN  (D.  Meek  ’87)  TB,  38",  E-M,  Sdlg.  274-1-1 . $25.00 

A  ruffled  medium  blue  self  with  domed  standards  and  wide,  slightly  deeper  blue  falls 
with  a  minute  lighter  edge.  Beards  are  off  white.  Victor  Herbert  X  Don  Denney  blue 
sdlg.  79-174. 

SWEET  JOLENE  (J.  Meek  ’87)  TB,  34",  M-L,  Sdlg.  G94-2-6 . $25.00 

Very  ruffled  slightly  open  soft  lavender  orchid  standards.  Falls  are  very  broad  and  a  bit 
lighter  orchid  with  a  white  area  around  the  melon  beards.  Sweetheart  Waltz  sib  X 
Instant  Charm. 

We  have  no  catalog,  so  please  order  from  this  ad.  Prices  are  net, 
but  we  are  very  generous  with  extras.  When  ordering,  please 
add  $2.00  for  postage.  California  residents  please  add  a 
appropriate  sales  tax.  A  list  of  previous  introductions  may  be 
obtained  by  sending  a  self  addressed,  stamped  envelope.  Ship¬ 
ping  mid-July  to  mid-August  unless  otherwise  requested. 
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Kary  Gardens- — IRIS  Ray  and  Ardi  Kary 

6201  East  Calle  Rosa 
Scottsdale,  A Z  85251 

1987  Introduction 

VIEWER'S  WISH  (Peterson-Kary  ' 87)  AB  (1/4,  20-22",  M.  Violet  standards 
with  midribs  the  same  color  as  the  medium  rich  tan  falls.  Falls  are  rounded 
and  tucked.  Very  slight  deep  red  veining  extending  from  the  deep  red- 
tipped  gold  beards.  LP  84-48A:  Gypsy  Dream  X  (Card  of  Thanks  x  Tuesday 
Song).  Very  appealing . . . . . . . .  $25.00 

Previous  Introductions 

NAVAJO  AUTUMN  (Peterson  '86)  TB.  Standards  are  medium  tan-red.  Falls 
are  deeper  tan-red  with  red  overlay,  unevenly  banded  soft  yellow ..  $15.00 

PINK  BETTERMENT  (Peterson  '85)  AB  (1/2).  Large  rich  medium  pink.  Black 
beards.  Well  liked . $15.00 

BOLD  SENTRY  (Peterson  '83)  AB  (1/2).  Tall,  colorful.  Standards  are  rich  sky 
blue.  Falls  medium  tan,  heavily  dusted  rich  crimson  across  hafts.  Small  black 
signals  and  black  beards  . $7.50 

WELCOME  SIGHT  (Peterson  '85)  AB  (1/4).  Standards  are  rich  blue-lavender. 
Falls  slightly  darker.  Large  deep  lilac-lavender  signal . . . $7.50 

We  appreciate  the  many  cards  and  AIS  contributions  sent  in  memory  of  Ardi's 

Dad,  Les  Peterson,  who  passed  away  in  May  of  1986. 

Include  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling.  Bonus  Iris 


GARDEN  of  the  EAST  WIND 
Mel  &  Lynn  Bausch 

1  1  530  N.  Laguna  Drive  Mequon,  Wisconsin  53092 

FIDDLIN'  FLIRT — '87.  SDB,  12"  E.  Ruffled  dark  red-violet  stds. 
with  velvety  dark  red  wine  falls,  edged  dark  red  violet.  Bright 
gold  beards  tipped  blue.  Flirty  Mary  X  Track  Fiddler  . .  $10.00 
DAILY  DOUBLE — '87.  SDB,  11"  M.  Ruffled  medium  lavender 
with  bright  red-violet  area  below  and  around  lavender  beards. 
Slight  fragrance.  (Moonspinner  x  Lilac  Lil)  X  Flirty  Mary  $1 2.50 
CANDY  HEARTS — '87.  SDB,  1 0"  M.  Ruffled  light  orchid  stds.  with 
orchid  brown  blend  on  ribs.  Light  brown  falls  rimmed  light 
orchid;  light  orchid  beards.  Full  orchid  ribs  on  styles  blendingto 
light  orchid.  Flirty  Mary  X  Track  Fiddler. . $1 2.50 

A  list  of  our  previous  introductions  on  request.  Please  include 
$1 .50  for  shipping  and  handling. 
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THE  PERMANENT  METAL  LABEL 

A  —  Hairpin  Syle  Markers . 30  for  $7.65 

B  —  Plant/Shurb  Labels . 100  for  $6.30 

C  —  Cap  Style  Markers . 30  for  $8.25 

D  —  Swinging  Style  Markers . 30  for  $6.50 

E  —  Rose  Markers . 30  for  $7.20 

F  —  Tall  Display  Markers . 30  for  $10.15 

G  —  Tall  Single  Staff  Markers . 30  for  $7.45 

H  —  Flag  Style  Markers . 30  for  $6.25 

J  —  Small  Plant  Labels . 100  for  $6.30 

K  —  Tie-On  Labels . 100  for  $7.40 

M  —  Miniature  Markers . 30  for  $6.15 

PAW  PAW  EVERLAST  LABEL  CO. 

Box  93-H  Paw  Paw,  Michigan  49079-0093 

Quantity  Prices  Available  Postage  Prepaid 


GENE  GADDIE  ’87  INTRODUCTIONS 

TAMARISK— TB — EC  &  HC  awards  in  ’86.  Extra  durable,  well  formed, 
extensively  laced,  light  cool  pink  self  with  coral  beards;  exceptionally  short, 
round  petals;  very  flaring  falls.  But,  most  unusual  for  this  color  class:  Stately 
39"  stalks  that  hold  up  in  severe  storms.  Three  branches,  superbly  placed 
along  a  nice  S -curve,  hold  eight  buds  (three  in  terminal).  #32-22:  Cherished 
X  Pink  Sleigh . . . . . . . .  $25.00 

ALMOND  JOY — MDB — Light  dove  gray  with  a  rich  brown  spot  on  falls  that 
suggests  an  almond  nutmeat;  matching  gray  rim  and  beard.  Short,  wide, 
round  petals;  scrolled  falls.  Two  buds  (in  terminal)  on  IV a  stalk.  #86-2: 
Puppet  X  unknown . . . .  $10.00 

EXTRAS  on  all  orders  for  Gaddie  irises  will  probably  be  other  irises  in  this  ad, 
depending  on  availability  at  the  time  your  order  is  received.  Attach  “want  list” 
in  order  of  preference.  Add  $2.50  for  shipping  and  handling.  Minimum  order 
$10.  Order  from  this  ad. 

ALL  17  IRISES  ONLY  $50.00— No  extras 
INTRODUCTIONS  1986  INTRODUCTIONS 


(Described  April  ’86,  page  83) 

(Described  April  ’84,  page 

81) 

Heaven’s  Shore — TB 

$18.50 

Bronze  Sculpture — TB, 

$7.50 

Razzle-Dazzle— SDB 

$6.50 

HM  ’86 

Little  Snow  Lemon — IB, 

$4.25 

1985  INTRODUCTIONS 

Top  HM  ’86 

(Described  April  ’85,  page  78) 

Royal  Sparks — SDB, 

HM  ’86 

$3.00 

Rhythm  on  Ice— TB 

$11.00 

JL  IItI  UU 

Happy  Easter — SDB, 

$2.75 

Buckskin  Finale — BB 

$7.00 

HM  ’86 

From  the  Heart — IB 

$5.50 

Ruffled  Revel — SDB 

$2.50 

Blue  Nymph — SDB 

$4.50 

Can’t  Stop — SDB 

$2.00 

Royal  Trim — SDB 

$4.50 

To  phone  Gene 

Burgundy  Blues — MDB 

$5.00 

at  nearby  Norfolk: 

Sunset  Etching— SPURIA 

$11.50 

(402)  371-5687 

GADDIES’  GARDENS 

601  Eighth  Street — Stanton,  NE  68779 
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1987  WARBURTON  INTRODUCTIONS  FROM 

Joe  Pye  Weed's  Garden 


MAD  MAGENTA-SIB.  Wide  and  ruffled  magenta  self . $30 

REPRISE-SIB.  Smokey  violet  with  darker  veins,  repeat  bloom . $30 

SKY  MIRROR-SIB.  Shades  of  blue  violet,  handsome  clump . $30 

WHITE  TRIANGLES-SIB.  Large  white  self,  excellent  substance . $30 

ALEXANDRA  BETH-IB.  Violet  plicata  with  luminata  markings . $15 

SWEET  CORN-SDB.  Cream  and  yellow  amoena  with  cream  rim  on  F  $1 5 

SHAPE  UP-VERS.  New  form,  wide  and  flaring;  reddish  violet . $20 

WHODUNIT-VERS.  Delicate  white  with  heavy  violet  veining  .....  $25 


See  ad  in  January  Bulletin.  Marty  Schafer  and  Jan  Sacks 

Complete  list  on  request.  45  Elm  Street 

Bedford,  MA  01730 


1987  Introductions 
VERY  POPULAR  AT  INDY  IN  1985 

SILVER  ILLUSION  (D.  Johnson  '87)  Sdlg.  SL-222.  Siberian  (diploid),  26", 
E-M.  S.  white,  veined  green;  sea  green  styles.  F.  greyed  methyl  violet, 
veined  green,  old  gold  signal.  Very  ruffled.  HC  1 985 . $50.00 

BISHOP'S  PAWN  (D.  Johnson  '87).  Sdlg.  S0232.  Siberian  (diploid),  26", 
E-M.  Bishop's  violet  with  blue  blaze  on  the  falls,  gold  signal. 

HC  1985 . $50.00 

JOHNSON  IRIS  GARDEN 

3205  Shackelford  Road  Florissant,  MO  63031 

Phone:  314-921-3783 

Please  order  from  this  ad 


Small  and  Tall  Irises  From 

EVELYN  and  BENNETT  C.  (ONES 

5635  S.W.  Boundary  Street  Portland,  Oregon  97221 

BLUE  LINE  (Bennett  Jones)  Sdlg.  359-5.  SDB,  10".  Pure  white  petals  with  very  conspicuous 
deep  blue  beards  in  sharp  contrast.  Standards  are  domed.  Wide,  lightly  ruffled  falls  are 
nearly  horizontal,  showing  off  the  beards  dramatically.  Heavy  enamel  like  substance.  Makes 
a  beautiful  clump.  236-16:  (Kentucky  Bluegrass  x  Cotton  Blossom)  X  298-3:  ((Gingerbread 


Man  x  Meadow  Moss)  x  (Meadow  Moss  x  Kentucky  Bluegrass)) . $7.50 

Previous  Introductions 

PALE  STAR  (1986)  Ice  Blue,  beautiful  form . $5.00 

SUN  DOLL  (1986)  Sparkling  sunny  yellow,  superb  form,  long  season  of  bloom,  often  again  in 
the  fall.  Don't  miss  this  one . $5.00 

WESTAR  (1985)  White  with  large  blue-violet  beards . $3.00 


No  list.  Order  from  this  ad  and  include  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling,  please.  Watch  this 
space  annually  for  some  very  nice  irises  coming  your  way. 
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D.  Steve  Varner 

lllini  Iris 

PHONE  217  762-3446 

Breeder  of  Hems ,  Peonies,  Bearded  and  Siberian  Irises 

Rt.  3,  Box  5,  Monticello,  Illinois  61856 

1987  Introductions — All  Prices  Net. 

MAGIC  MOON — TB  #V4100:  ((Winter  Olympics  x  Miss  lllini)  X  Bobby),  35", 
M,  5"  blooms,  4  branches,  9  buds.  Glistening  white  white,  with  white  tipped 
light  yellow  beards.  Wide,  with  lilting  ruffles.  Strong  stalk  often  has  3  blooms 
open  at  once . . . . . $30.00 

MUSKRAT  RAMBLE — TB  #3205:  (Sunday  Chimes  X  Queen  In  Calico),  34", 
M,  5"  x  6"  ruffled  blooms,  8  buds,  3  branches.  All  parts  very  laced.  All  edges  are 
beige  flesh.  Named  for  my  favorite  Dixieland  jazz  song.  A  cerise  bearded  fancy 
from  brown  plicata  and  pink  breeding.  Beige  light  red  grape  stds.  Deep  red 
grape  veins  are  prominent  on  top  half  of  beige  light  grape  falls.  Bottom  half  is 
overlaid  medium  deep  grape.  Unique! . .  . . $30.00 

1986  and  1985  Introductions 

JILTED — TB  34"  M.  Pink  with  random  variegata  purple  raspberry  streaks 
. . . . .  . . . . $30.00 

ILLINI  CROWN — SIB  34"  M,  4  buds.  Stds.  mid  deep  wind  red;  falls  deep  wine 
red.  Very  floriferous.  Small  white  signal  with  red  veins.  . . .  $25.00 

SATIN  SILK — TB  32"  M,  8  buds.  Very  ruffled,  wide,  pink  bitone  reverse  with 
deep  pink  beards.  Excellent  carrying  power . . . $25.00 

BANTAM— MTB  6"  M.  All  ruffled,  flared  falls,  dark  red  .  . . $10.00 

PEACE  CHILD — TB  32"  EM.  Excellent  form.  Ruffled  light  lavender  stds.  White 

falls.............. . . . . . $20.00 

COLORADO  COLONEL— SIB  ML-VL  long,  late  bloom.  Mid  blue.  .  .  $20.00 

DEMURE  ILLINI — SIB.  Very  floriferous.  Sold  out  in  ’86.  Much  of  upper  half  of 
falls  is  white  veined  deep  red.  Scarce  deep  grape  red . .  $30.00 

DIXON — SIB  32"  ML- Late  medium  blue  with  hint  of  dappling . $25.00 

ALSO  THE  HOME  OF  SIBERIANS:  Dance  Ballerina  Dance,  TET  pink 
amoena  and  Dutch,  deep  royal  red  plum.  They  received  the  most  votes  for  HM’s 
in  ’85  and  ’86. 

IVe  extend  a  special  invitation  to  visit  ILLINI  IRIS  at  bloom  times.  Order  directly  from  this  ad  or  send 
$1.00  for  our  price  list  with  more  detailed  descriptions  of  our  plants  and  also  listing  others’  Siberians  and 
Hems.  Please  add  $3.00  to  help  with  packing  and  shipping.  Foreign  customers  pay  actual  air  PP  costs. 
Bearded  iris  orders  will  be  shipped  in  order  received,  starting  July  6,  and  Siberians  starting  Sept.  7 — 
unless  you  specify  desired  shipping  dates.  Please  send  street  or  RR,  and  directions  for  UPS  delivery. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Easily  reached  from  interstates  57,  72,  and  74. 
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INTRODUCTIONS  FOR  1987 

KEYSTONE  PROGRESS — TB,  30",  M-L.  Deep  medium  blue  self  with  gorgeously 
ruffled  stds.  and  falls.  Blue  beards  tipped  yellow  in  throat.  Averaging  7  beauti¬ 
fully  formed  blooms,  well  spaced  on  sturdy  stalks.  Healthy  plant  and  reliable 
bloomer.  Sdlg.  80-141-1 :  (Cup  Race  x  Frost  Line)  x  sib)  X  Evelyn's  Echo.  HC  '86. 

. . . . . . . . .  $30.00 

500  LING — TB,  32"  M-L.  A  vision  in  ruffled,  glistening  soft  pink.  Strong  stalks, 

good  branching,  7  to  8  lovely  formed  blooms,  vigorous,  slight  sweet  fragrance. 
Sdlg.  82-252-1 :  Moment  in  Time  X  Paradise.  HC  '86  . . .  $30.00 

SUNBRIDGE — TB,  34",  E-M.  Ruffled  and  fluted  medium  yellow.  Upright  stds., 
flared  falls.  Sturdy,  well  branched  stalks,  7  to  8  blooms.  Good  performer. 
Offering  as  an  extra  to  either  Keystone  Progress  or  Soo  Ling. 

Please  add  $2.00  for  postage 

Mrs.  Grant  D.  (Evelyn)  Kegerise 

501  Pennsylvania  Avenue  Reading,  PA  1 9605 

KIRKLAND  IRIS  GARDEN — 1987 

Carol  and  George  Lankow 
725-20th  Avenue  West,  Kirkland,  WA  98033 

ASK  ALMA  (Lankow)— IB,  21",  M,  Sdlg.  4B32-7:  Pink  Pirouette  X  Wright  L56: 
(Wright  L32:  ((Pink  Cushion  x  Lenna  M)  x  Amber  Shadow)  x  Cotton  Blossom). 
We  knew  when  it  first  bloomed  that  we  had  a  nice  “finished”  IB.  The  color  is  a 
sunny  light  orange  (RHS  22D)  with  a  coral  glow  that  really  shines.  The 
standards  are  closed,  and  the  falls  semi-flaring,  all  gently  ruffled.  Ask  Alma  has 
obliged  by  proving  to  be  a  vigorous,  healthy,  well  proportioned  plant.  Produces 
abundant  stalks  with  one  and  two  branches  that  display  the  flowers  to  advan¬ 
tage.  EC  ’86. . . . . .  $15.00 

BROAD  GRIN  (Lankow)— SDB,  9",  EM,  Sdlg.  2A25-2:  Appleblossom  Pink  X 
80-5-1 :  (Cotton  Blossom  x  Wright  L32).  “Broad”  because  it  gained  some  local 
notoriety  as  the  “Blushing  Broad”.  It  has  very  short,  wide,  heavily  substanced 
petals  for  an  SDB  from  pink  breeding.  “Grin”  because  its  mouth  is  wide  open. 
Even  with  that  fault,  it  is  pretty  flower.  The  color  is  pink  cream  (RHS  18D) 
blushed  shrimp  pink  (33D)  up  the  ribs  and  across  the  hafts.  There  is  a  chrome 
yellow  line  down  the  center  of  the  falls,  and  the  open  standards  reveal  gilt 
edged  pink  styles.  Fertile  both  ways.  EC  ’85 . $10.00 

JESSE  LEE  (Lankow)— SDB,  9",  E,  Sdlg.  OA21-10:  That’s  Right  X  Rain  Dance. 
Our  grandson  insisted  that  an  iris  named  for  him  must  be  bide  because  he  is  a 
boy.  It  took  a  while  (he  is  seven  now),  but  here  is  one  that  seems  blue  enough 
and  good  enough.  The  closed  standards  are  light  blue  (RHS  97D).  The 
horizontal  falls  are  slightly  lighter  and  show  off  white  beards.  Has- 2  and  3  buds, 
nice  ruffling  and  a  sweet  fragrance . . . . .  $1 0.00 

THAT’S  RIGHT  (Wright)— SDB,  10",  EM,  Sdlg.  L75:  Blue  Trinket  X  Cotton 
Blossom.  That’s  Right  is  a  distinctive  personality  that  should  have  have  been 
introduced  earlier.  We  had  a  garden  goof  (threw  away  the  wrong  iris),  and  it 
took  a  while  to  rebuild  our  stock.  All  petals  are  lavishly  ruffled  with  well  held, 
cupped  standards  and  horizontal  falls.  It  is  lobelia  blue  (RHS  91 C)  with  yellow- 
orange  beards  that  are  red-orange  in  the  throat.  Proving  an  outstanding 
parent.  EC  ’85.  Picture  in  the  Spring  ’85  MEDIANITE  .......... _ $10.00 

All  are  co-introduced  with  and  also  available  from  RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS, 

7124  Riverdale  Road,  Minneapolis,  MN  55430 
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NEW  FROM  COLORADO  IN  ’87 

BANANA  MARGARITA  (Tom  Magee)  TB  41"  M.  Out  of  Tequila  Sunrise.  Tall 
upright  banana  yellow  laced  &  ruffled  stds.  Large  styles  the  same.  Falls  frosted 
tequila  with  banana  yellow  fizzy  lace  band  and  haft  marks.  Lime  veins  up  stds. , 
midrib,  and  streaking  the  falls.  EC  ’85  Colorado  Sunshine  X  Tequila  Sunrise 
. . . . . $25.00 

BILLY  BOY  (Tom  Magee)  SDB  12"  M.  Forever  young,  yellow  with  a  touch  of 
royal  violet.  Open  upright  stds.  Wide  horizontal  falls.  Both  ruffled  light  yellow. 
Orange  gold  beards  undercast  violet.  Violet  at  base  of  light  yellow  styles.  Lip  of 
styles  violet.  Sea  Change  X  Nazette . . . $15.00 

GARDEN  FROCK  (Tom  Magee)  TB  34"  M.  Standards  and  falls  a  dressy  peach 
pink  apricot  blend  with  large  ruffled  rolls  delicately  edged  in  lace.  Beards  pink 
grading  to  tangerine.  Mountain  Sunbeams  X  Wedding  Cake  sib  ....  $25.00 

LAVENDER  SUNSET  (John  Durrance)  TB  38"  L-VL  Sdlg.  D82-16.  Pale  purple 
lavender  with  white  blaze  at  the  end  of  white  beard.  Blooms  very  late  for  us.  Let 
its  lavender  hues  cast  a  soft  glow  on  the  end  of  your  TB  season,  parentage 
unknown . . . . . . . $30.00 

LEMON  BLOSSOM  (Tom  Magee)  SDB  12"  M.  Namesake’s  scent  and  look. 
Ivory  frosted  ruffled  arched  stds  with  light  green  mid  rib.  Ivory  frosted  horizon¬ 
tal  falls  scrolling  at  tip.  Beard  ivory  frosted  and  topglazed  lemon  gold.  Lemon 
gold  lines  radiate  over  falls.  Strong  fragrance.  Spring  Butterfly  X  Bugler  Boy 
. $15.00 

LIGHTNING  BUG  (John  Durrance)  TB  34"  ML  Sdlg.  D82-25.  Luminous  soft 
yellow  self  with  white  glow  emanating  from  yellow  beard.  Large  rounded 
petals,  overlapping  hafts  and  lacy  edges.  This  firefly  will  shine.  Dream  Affair  X 
New  Moon . $25.00 

ORANGE  QUEST  (Joe  Hoage)  TB  33"  ML  Sdlg.  H78-9D.  Perky  and  bright 
yellow-orange.  Large  persimmon  orange  beard  is  red  tipped.  Stds.  slightly 
open  and  all  edges  laced  and  ruffled.  5  to  7  buds.  Orange  Icing  X  Orange 
Empire . . . . . . . $25.00 

SUMMIT  DAWN  (Carl  Jorgensen)  TB  36"  ML  Sdlg.  4-P-6P.  A  beautifyully 
formed  ruffled  pink  self  with  a  red-pink  beard.  7  buds,  three  branches  plus 
terminal.  Closed  standards  and  flaring  falls.  Slight  fragrance.  Jorgensen 
2-P11-3  X  Opal  Brown  77-2A-29. . . $25.00 

SUMMIT  EASTER  (Carl  Jorgensen).  TB  30"  EM  Sdlg.  4-P-3T.  A  ruffled  oyster 
green  with  yellow-bronze  beard.  Purple  at  base  of  stds.,  a  lighter  area  in  the 
falls.  Slight  fragrance.  Jorgensen  2-P11-3  X  Jorgensen  4-4- 1C . $25.00 

SUMMIT  PARTY (Carl  Jorgensen)  TB  30"  ML  Sdlg.  5-55-1A.  Ruffled  old  rose 
self  with  wide  orange  beard.  Lighter  area  around  beard  with  a  lavender 
infusion.  6  buds,  three  branches  plus  terminal.  Floriferous,  well  proportioned 
flowers  of  excellent  substance.  Closed  stds,  semi  flaring  falls.  Fragrant. 
Jorgensen  7-51-1  X  Symphonette  . . $25.00 

For  a  complete  listing  of  available  varieties,  including  previous  introductions  from 

Colorado  hybridizers,  request  our  free  1987  Iris  catalog.  If  you  wish  to  order  from 

this  ad  please  include  $2.00  for  packing  &  handling. 

LONG’S  GARDENS 

PO.  Box  19  Boulder,  Colorado  80306 
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MINIATURE  TALLS  FROM  OHIO  GARDENS 

Featuring  miniature  tall  bearded  iris  introductions  of  W.  Terry  Varner  and 
Mary  Louise  Dunderman. 

1987  Introductions 

LISETTE  (Dunderman)  23".  Orchid  self;  orchid  to  white  beards.  Many 
2Vi  x  IVi"  flowers . $1 2.50 

MANISSES  (Varner)  21"  plicata.  Aster  purple  markings  on  white  falls  with 
white  spot  in  center.  White  standards  with  very  light  purple  shading  or 

blush.  Light  blue-purple  beards.  Blooms  3"  x  2" . . .  $12.50 

Send  stamp  for  list  describing  these  and  previous  introductions 
Please  include  $2.00  for  postage  with  orders 

OHIO  GARDENS  OHIO  GARDENS 

102  Laramie  Road  480  White  Pond  Drive 

Marietta,  Ohio  45750  Akron,  Ohio  44320 


4828  Jella  Way 


M.A.D.  IRIS  GARDEN 

of  Bob  and  Mary  Dunn 
Phone  (916)  482-0562 

North  Highlands,  GA  95660 


GRUZIN  (Mary  Dunn  ’87)  Very  wide  ruffled  deep  blue-violet — fancy 
type  pattern  at  hafts  and  spot  at  end  of  beards.  Slight  white  markings 
at  midribs  of  standards;  white  beards.  Flaring  form,  multi-branching, 

tall  with  many  buds.  Perfecta  X  Spinning  Wheel . . . $35.00 

FIREFOX  (Mary  Dunn  ’87)  Smooth  deep  royal  gold  self.  Heavy  sub¬ 
stance  and  non-fading  with  ruffled  form.  Deeper  orange  beards,  well 
branched,  many  buds.  (((Kingdom  x  On  Target)  x  Prosperity)  x  Sun 

City)  X  Hilow . . . . . . . $30.00 

ROYALIST  (Mary  Dunn  ’87)  A  neglects  from  my  Perfecta  line.  Deep  red- 
violet  falls  with  light  blue  area  around  the  blue  beards.  Medium  blue- 
violet  standards  with  deeper  stain  on  center  of  midribs  and  lighter  at 
edge.  Large,  ruffled  flowers  with  heavy  substance,  tall  and  well 
branched.  Colours  X  (Premonition  sib  x  (Mystique  x  Barletta))  $35.00 
STAR  MASTER  (Bob  Dunn  ’87)  Very  large,  ruffled  royal  purple-violet 
self.  Well  branched,  many  flowers  with  matching  beards  tipped  gold. 
Most  seasons  very  early  to  flower  (March  in  mild  seasons)  and 
withstands  the  wind  and  rain  well.  Should  make  outstanding  show 

stalks.  Blue  Maxx  X  Hilow . .  $30.00 

SKYSHIP  (Bob  Dunn  ’87)  Wide,  ruffled  smoky  plum  violet  blend,  deep¬ 
er  band  the  color  of  standards  on  edge  of  falls.  Heavy  substance  and 
a  real  showy  blends,  not  a  tall  grower.  Vigorous  grower  with  many 
flowers.  Blue  Maxx  X  Hilow . . . . . ..........  $30.00 

Previous  introductions  also  available— Ask  for  price 

No  other  list.  Please  order  from  this  ad.  Include  $3.00  for  handling  and  postage. 
California  residents  add  sales  tax.  We  will  ship  via  UPS  during  July  and  August. 


82 


ATTENTION  MEDIAN  HYBRIDIZERS 


GUEST  IRIS  REQUEST 


The  Iris  Society  of  Massachusetts  will  host  a  MEDIAN  MUSTER  west  and  north 
of  Boston,  May  19,  20  and  21,  1989.  The  Guest  Iris  Committee  invites 
hybridizers  to  submit  recent  introductions  and  seedlings  under  consideration  for 
introduction.  All  irises  will  be  exhibited  in  private  gardens. 

Standard  dwarf  bearded,  intermediate  bearded,  aril-median  and  early  season 
miniature  tall  bearded  irises  will  be  accepted.  We  regret  that  we  cannot  accept 
border  bearded  irises,  as  they  will  not  be  in  bloom  during  the  dates  of  the  muster. 
Prepare  to  enjoy  the  BBs  at  the  AID  convention  in  Memphis. 

Send  guest  irises  to:  Lucy  Burton,  Guest  Iris  Chairman 

188  Sagamore  St. 

So.  Hamilton,  MA  01982 
(617)  468-3646 

When  sending  guest  irises,  please  observe  the  following  guidelines: 

1)  Guest  irises  will  be  accepted  from  July  6,  1987  through  August  15,  1987. 

2)  Please  include  the  following  information  with  each  plant: 

a.  Hybridizer’s  name  and  address. 

b.  Name  or  number  of  the  variety/seedling. 

c.  Type  of  iris 

d.  Height  and  color. 

e.  IMPORTANT:  SEASON  OF  BLOOM  (E-M-L,  etc.) 

f.  Year  of  introduction. 

g.  Master  packing  list. 

3)  When  guest  irises  are  named  after  shipment,  please  notify  Guest  Iris  Chairman 
before  November  1,  1988,  for  accurate  recording. 

4)  A  receipt  will  be  mailed  to  all  contributors  listing  the  location  of  the  plants. 
Contributors  will  be  asked  for  instructions  regarding  disposition  of  plants. 
Failure  to  reply  by  July  1,  1989  will  be  considered  as  an  order  to  destroy  all 
stock.  All  returned  guest  plants  will  be  shipped  (postpaid). 

5)  The  Muster  Committee  will  exercise  all  precautions  to  see  that  no  plant  is 
traded,  sold,  seed  set  or  pollen  used. 

6)  The  Guest  Iris  Committee  will  not  be  responsible  for  losses  beyond  its  control 
and  only  rhizomes  received  through  the  Guest  Iris  Chairman  will  be  listed  in 
the  Muster  Booklet. 
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DUPLICATE  AIS  CHECK  LISTS  FOR  SALE 
1929,  1939,  1949,  1959 

Also  complete  set  of  all  Bulletins  (bound) 

Taking  bids 

W.  E.  McClure,  3933  S.  2275  West,  Roy,  UT  84067 

1987  Introductions 

FROST  DESIGN — TB,  34".  Stds.  lemon  yellow,  edged  white;  falls 
white,  edged  yellow;  yellow  beards.  Heavily  laced.  Slight  fra¬ 
grance.  Sdlg.  K-86A  X  70-2 . $25.00 

NEW  FASHIONED — BB,  24".  Stds.  light  lavender.  Lavender  falls 
with  white  blaze  around  orange,  tipped  white  beards.  Heavily 
laced  and  flared.  Blown  Lace  X  K-89A . . . $25.00 

EXCEL  BLUE — TB,  36".  Heavily  laced  and  ruffled  blue-purple  self; 
yellow  beards  tipped  blue.  Royal  Thalia  X  K81A  .....  $25.00 

ROYAL  IRIS  GARDEN 

24533  N.  Windlake  Road  Wind  Lake,  Wl  53185 


"Schultz-Instant” 

ULTRA  PURE  CONCENTRATED  ALL  PURPOSE 

LIQUID  PLANT  FOOD 


EASY  DIRECTIONS 

“7  drops  per  quart  water 
Every  time  you  water. ; 

Every  thing  you  grow.  ” 

Available  at  your  store  or  send: 

$1.85  for  51/2  oz.,  $3.20  for  12  oz., 
$4.70  for  28  oz.,  (Includes  Mailing.)  | 


"Schultz- Instant” 

ULTRA  PURE  CONCENTRATED  ALL  PURPOSE  SOLUBLE 


j  n  r>  ^  ^ 


EASY  DIRECTIONS 

“14  teasp.  per  gal.  water 
Every  time  you  water. ; 

Every  thing  you  grow'.' 
Available  at  your  store  or  send: 

$3.20  for  1  lb.,  $12.50  for  5  lb., 
$46.00  for  25  lb.,  (Includes  Mailing.) 

©1983  A  Y  Schultz  By  the  makers  of  "Plant  Shine"'5 

Mfg.  by  SCHULTZ  CO.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63043  U.S 
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MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South  Stockton,  California  95205 

1987  INTRODUCTIONS  of 
BEN  R.  HAGER  and  BONNIE  MADSEN 

DUMPLING  (Hager)  MDB,  6".  Small  pale  orange  flowers.  Good  growth 
. . $15.00 

MY  SHEBA  (Hager)  SDB,  14"  Shapely  pastel  peach  self.  Smooth 

. . . $15.00 

PIGEON  (Hager)  SDB,  12".  Rich  lavender,  brownish  hafts.  Great  form 

. $15.00 

RABBIT’S  FOOT  (Hager)  SDB,  13".  Deep  yellow,  brown  wash  over 

falls . . . $15.00 

BLYTHE  DEAN  (Hager)  TB,  38".  Laced  lavender  violet.  Substance! 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  $35.00 

ELEGANT  ANSWER  (Hager)  TB,  36".  STYLISH,  smooth  pink-peach 

. . . $35.00 

FIRST  DAWN  (Madsen)  TB,  35".  Gilt  and  cream;  blue  beards  $35.00 
MAGIC  (Hager)  TB,  34".  Blue-pink,  fades  to  pink;  deep  violet  beards 

. . . $35.00 

MY  VALENTINE  (Hager)  TB,  36".  Perfection  of  form!  Laced  white, 
white  beards  tipped  tangerine . $35.00 

VERISMO  (Hager)  TB,  36".  Intense  deep  amber  brown;  ruffled  $35.00 
COME  TO  ME  (Hager)  Horned  TB,  37".  Pale  yellow-cream.  Beckoning 
fingers  (horns).  Ideal  shape  .  . . $35.00 

INCENTIVE  (Hager)  TB,  36".  Deep  plum  brown;  clear  white  spots  on 
falls.  EXTRA  on  orders  of  $35.00  up.  One  per  customer. 

COUNTESS  ZEPPELIN  (Hager)  SPURIA,  38".  Intriguing  color.  Wine- 
red-brown . $25.00 

ROY  DAVIDSON  (Hager)  34".  First  seedling  from  Holden  Clough 
open  pollinated.  Yellow  flower  resembles  I.  pseudacorus  but  stays 
open  for  three  days.  Multiple  branches  and  buds;  glossy  green  foliage. 
Vigorous  clump  . . $25.00 

SINFONIETTA  (Bob  Raabe)  LOUISIANA  from  Australia  comes  this 
deep  south  sea  blue.  Co-introduced  with  Tempo  Two  of  Victoria, 
Australia  . . $25.00 

Full  descriptions  and  parentages  in  COLOR  ILLUSTRATED 
BROCHURE  listing  Melrose  Gardens  introductions.  $1.00  on  request. 
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MILLER’S  MANOR  GARDEN 


Roger  &  Lynda  Miller  3167  LJ.S.  224 
(219)  597-7403  Ossian,  IN  46777 

1987  Introductions 


CALL  FROM  BONNIE  (L.  Miller)  TB,  38",  M-L.  This  mysterious  lady  will  grace 
your  garden  with  her  late  arrival,  perfect  for  catching  the  later  shows.  Standards 
are  dark  barium  yellow  with  dark  salmon  midribs;  falls  are  white,  edged  barium 
yellow  with  dark  buttercup  hafts;  orange  beards;  lightly  ruffled;  8  buds  on  3 
branches  and  spur.  Sdlg.  3083B:  Feminine  Charm  X  Sunrise  Point. .  $30.00 

DARING  EYES  (L.  Miller)  MDB,  3x/2",  E.  This  tiny  pumila  produces  numerous 
snow  white  flowers  with  large  dark  hyacinth  blue  spots  on  the  falls.  Clumps 
appear  as  masses  of  brilliant  blue  eyes  gazing  at  you.  Sdlg.  684:  (KA503  x  Sky 
Dot)  X  unknown . . . . . . $10.00 

DARK  VADER  (R.  &  L.  Miller)  SDB,  11",  M.  Very  dark  blue-violet  standards 
dome  above  ruffled  black  falls.  Bushy  blue  beards  accent  the  flaring  falls.  Will 
please  the  fancier  of  black  iris  as  its  form  stands  out  in  the  garden.  Sdlg.  3874: 
Mrs.  Nate  Rudolph  X  Abracadabra. . . . . . $12.50 

HERO  (L.  Miller)  IB,  17",  E-L.  A  true  hero  joining  the  two  ends  of  the  bearded  iris 
bloom  together  at  midseason.  Hero  is  a  true  dark  violet  self  with  round,  ruffled 
and  flaring  falls;  beards  are  medium  blue-violet.  Very  floriferous  and  pod 
fertile.  Sdlg.  10684:  Baby  Sapphire  X  Deep  pacific . .  $15.00 

KEKIONGA  (R.  &  L.  Miller)  TB,  36",  M.  “Kekionga,”  Miami  Indian  translation 
for  blackberry  patch  is  the  perfect  name  for  this  iris.  Ruffled  dark  royal  purple 
self  overlayed  with  a  black  highlighting  sheen  accented  by  deep  brown  hafts 
gives  this  “blackberry”  its  stem.  Self  beards  are  tipped  lighter  purple.  Much 
noted  at  Indy  convention.  Sdlg.  2583:  (Mulberry  Wine  x  Navy  Strut)  X  Super¬ 
stition  . . . . . . .  $30.00 

MAYA  MOOD  (A.  Machulak)  SDB,  14",  M-L.  S.  brilliant  green-yellow  with 
darker  green -yellow  veining.  F.  same  bright  green-yellow  with  darker  green- 
yellow  edge.  Slightly  flaring  falls  topped  by  yellow  beards.  Sdlg.  82-77-25: 
involved  parentage  X  Nu  Nu.  HC  1986. . . .  $12.50 

MAYA  MIDNIGHT  (A.  Machulak)  SDB,  9-1",  M.  S.  gold  with  deep  mahogany 
base;  F.  mahogany,  rimmed  light  gold;  gold  beards.  79-466-Ar  Little  Imp  X 
Black  Bit.  HC  1984  . . . . . .  $12.50 

MITTENS  (L.  Miller)  MDB,  4",  E.  Woven  of  many  different  colored  threads, 
flowers  are  cream,  changing  to  green  and  then  brown  in  the  falls.  Hint  of 
turquoise  surrounds  cream  beards  which  change  to  orange  in  throat.  Sdlg. 
584A:  (What  Not  x  Sky  Dot)  X  unknown . .  $10.00 

PITTANCE  (L.  Miller)  MDB,  4",  E.  Dark  violet-purple  standards  set  atop  medi¬ 
um  violet-purple  falls  with  dark  beetroot  purple  spots.  Light  blue  beards 
change  to  orange  in  throat.  This  pumila  has  a  velvety  sheen.  Sdlg.  984:  Baby 
Tiger  x  unknown. . . . .  $10.00 


Add  $2.50  shipping  and  handling  when  ordering  from  this  ad 
Send  stamp  for  catalog  describing  our  1987  and  previous  introductions 
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Introducing 
the  Lovely 

"Blushing  Stripper" 

Nude  pink  self-coral  beards.  Ruffled, 
multi  buds,  heavy  substance. 

36"  TB  (LIZ  X  ZOE)  $25.00 
Postage  $2.00 

MERCEDES  OLSEN 

1408  Hoffman — Richland,  Wash.  99352 


WALTER  A.  MOORES 

Route  5,  Box  189-B  Starkville,  MS  39759 

1987  Introductions 

KUALA  LUMPUR — Aril-Median,  16-18",  VE.  Standards  are  blue-grey  with 
light  olive  blending  to  midribs.  Falls  are  olive-gold  with  brown  signals  and 
beards.  Perfection  in  form  with  three  to  four  buds  on  branched  stems. 
Sherlock  X  Moon  Dust  ........................................  $12.50 

PURGATORY— -TB,  32",  ML.  If  you  know  Dante's  Inferno,  you  will  recognize 
refinement  in  its  child— width,  ruffles  and  a  smoother  application  of  color. 
Standards  are  dark  orange  with  red-brown  falls  rimmed  dark  orange. 
Beards  are  burnt  orange.  The  bloom  season  is  later  than  Dante's,  enabling 
one  to  have  this  color  pattern  in  bloom  for  most  of  the  season.  Dante's 
Inferno  X  (Denver  Mint  x  (Halloween  Party  x  Ahead  of  Times))  ....  $30.00 

STYLE  CONSCIOUS— TB,  34",  M  L.  Greyed  lavender  plicata  markings  scat¬ 
tered  over  the  white  ground  standards  yield  to  a  plicata  band  on  the  white 
ground  falls.  Mustard  beards  draw  attention  to  the  distinctive  feature  of  this 
iris— beige  style  arms.  Ruffled  flowers  are  borne  on  well-branched  stalks. 
Secondary  stalks  often  occur  with  this  variety.  Scrimshaw  X'Woodwine 
............................................................. $25.00 

— All  three  for  $50  plus  postage— 

Thanks  to  the  judges  who  voted  HM's  in  1986  to  PEACH  REPRISE  and  PINCH 

OF  SPICE. 

Send  stamp  for  list.  Add  $2.50  for  postage  or  UPS. 
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TOWARDS  NEW  HORIZONS 


Super  exciting  changes  in  irises  are  coming  at  an  ever  accelerating  pace.  Tremen¬ 
dous  improvements  and  refinements  in  the  existing  classes  and  new  classes  are  on  the 
way.  The  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  last  decade  or  so  is  nearly  unbelievable, 
and  in  the  years  to  come,  we’re  going  to  see  magic  performed. 

The  following  introductions  are  all,  at  the  least,  steps  in  the  right  direction.  Their 
prices  are  as  apt  to  reflect  the  number  of  rhizomes  we  have  of  each  as  their  relative 
value. 

BILLIONAIRE  (Byers  ’86)  Sdlg.  C64-104:  Com  Harvest  x  (Moon  Mistress  x  Re¬ 
play).  TB,  32",  EM-M  &  RE.  Bright  yellow-gold  with  tangerine-orange  beards.  Nice 
lightly  ruffled  flowers  with  very  rich  coloring.  Best  form  of  18  reblooming  seedlings 
from  this  cross  and  is  among  the  very  earliest  and  strongest  with  its  rebloom  of  these 
sibs.  Usually  starts  in  September  here  and  keeps  going  ‘til  cold  enough  weather 
finally  stops  it.  Lots  of  shorter  well  branched  and  budded  stalks  both  spring  and  fall. 
Extremely  strong  vigorous  grower.  I  haven’t  used  it  yet  but  will  this  spring  $25.00 
BRANCHING  OUT  (Byers  ’87)  Sdlg.  C48-4:  Rio  Vista  X  Sky  Hooks.  TB,  38",  EM- 
ML.  Pale  silvery  blue-pink  with  orange-pink  beards  and  long  blue  horns  or  big 
flounces.  What  an  unexpected  and  lovely  color  surprise  this  was!  Pretty  nicely 
formed  lightly  ruffled  big  flowers  that  always  sport  their  horns  or  flounces  here.  It 
also  always  gives  very  tall  show  stalks  with  incredible  multi-branching  with  9  or  more 
perfectly  spaced  flowers,  each  with  3  or  4  open  at  once  2  or  3  times  over. 
Consistently  both  very  floriferous  and  extremely  vigorous  here,  too.  It  hasn’t 
rebloomed  here  but  several  of  its  sibs  have.  Extremely  fertile  both  ways.  I  have  loads 
of  seedlings  coming  from  it  and  am  anticipating  more  exciting  surprises.  Should  be  a 

great  breeder  for  branching  out  toward  many  new  horizons . .  $25.00 

DOUBLEMINT  (Byers  ’87)  Sdlg.  C49-2:  Sky  Hooks  X  Violet  Classic.  TB,  35",  M  & 
RE.  A  very  pale  greenish  cream  with  green-gold  hafts  and  pale  blue-violet  beards 
tipped  greenish  yellow.  Has  short  pale  violet  horns  on  its  spring  blooms.  What  form! 
Big  flowers  that  are  just  perfect  with  domed  standards  and  super  wide  round  flaring 
falls,  all  heavily  fluted  and  with  substance  like  molded  plastic.  A  very  different 
“green”.  It  has  7  buds.  Although  the  branching  varies,  it’s  usually  good  here.  It 
started  blooming  in  August  last  year  and  kept  going  ’til  frosts  stopped  it  in  Novem¬ 
ber.  An  excellent  increaser.  Should  be  a  superb  parent  for  top  quality  space  agers 
and  rebloomers  in  a  variety  of  colors  including  violet-bearded  pastels ....  $35.00 
DUKE  OF  EARL  (Byers  ’87)  Sdlg.  C12-104:  Earl  of  Essex  X  (Sky  Hooks  x  unidenti¬ 
fied  reblooming  plicata).  TB,  34",  EM-M  &  RE.  White  ground  plicata  with  all  petal 
edges  stippled  bright  red-violet;  cream  beards.  Big  heavily  ruffled  and  very  heavily 
substanced  flowers  with  domed  standards  and  very  wide,  nearly  horizontally  flaring 
falls.  It  has  given  some  real  show  stalks  but  the  branching  has  varied.  It’s  a  prodigious 
grower  and  increaser.  What  a  parent  for  superb  reblooming  plicatas  for  the  90’s  this 
should  be.  As  it’s  out  of  a  homed  seedling,  it  should  mesh  nicely  into  space  age  lines 

also . . . .  $30.00 

LURID  (Byers  ’86)  Sdlg.  C86-3:  (Startler  x  Sky  Hooks)  X  Heaven  Helped.  TB,  36", 
M-L.  White  with  red-orange  beards  and  white  horns.  A  startling  eyecatcher  that  gets 
noticed.  Consistently  sports  its  long  beckoning  horns  and  has  bright  contrasting 
beards.  Lightly  ruffled  flowers  on  excellent  well  budded  stalks.  A  good  bloomer  and 
so  strong,  always  producing  loads  of  increases  even  in  years  when  many  are  below 
par.  One  of  the  most  vigorous  irises  ever  here.  From  a  homed  reblooming  sdlg.  and 
has  several  reblooming  sibs.  Very  fertile  both  ways;  should  be  an  excellent  parent  for 

rebloomers,  space  agers  or  reblooming  space  agers. . . .  $25.00 

PRONGHORN  (Byers  ’87)  Sdlg.  B-18-3:  Hula  Moon  X  Song  of  Norway  TB,  36",  M- 
L.  Pale  yellow  standards;  white  falls,  yellow  hafts  and  edges;  yellow  beards;  pale 
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blue  horns,  spoons,  flounces  or  big  double  appendages  rising  off  the  same  petal. 
You  never  know  what  kind  of  appendages  to  expect,  but  they’re  always  adorned 
with  something  here  and  the  double  prongs  are  really  fascinating.  Ruffled  with 
domed  standards  and  flaring  falls.  Would  have  excellent  form  it  the  hafts  were  wider. 
Superb  well  budded  stalks.  Blooms  and  grows  with  verve  even  under  the  most 
adverse  conditions.  Consistently  puts  out  a  wonderful  sweet  perfume  here.  Very 
fertile  both  ways  and  has  given  some  nice  blues  and  blue-bearded  pastels  with 

appendages . . . . . . . . .  $25.00 

SECOND  SHOW  (Byers  ’87)  Sdlg.  C50-2: 1  Do  X  Sky  Hooks.  TB,  33",  E-M  &  Re. 
Creamy  lemon  yellow;  yellow  beards  and  horns.  Lightly  ruffled  flowers  with  better 
form  than  either  of  its  parents.  Very  consistent  with  its  horns.  Not  a  strong  re¬ 
bloomer,  but  does  bloom  some  towards  the  end  of  October  or  early  November 
here.  Very  sturdy  stalks  with  perfectly  placed  branches  and  9  buds  or  more.  Very 
vigorous,  and  like  many  Sky  Hooks  offspring,  quite  fragrant.  Extremely  fertile  both 
ways.  I  have  loads  of  seedlings  coming  from  it.  Should  be  quite  a  steppingstone  for 
reblooming  space  agers  of  real  quality  for  the  whole  country  ...........  $30.00 

SHOOT  THE  MOON  (Byers  ’87)  Sdlg.  B-10-5:  Replay  X  Sky  Hooks.  TB,  35",  M  & 
RE.  Creamy  yellow  with  yellow-orange  beards  and  IV2"  curved  horns.  Well  formed 
heavily  ruffled  and  lightly  laced  flowers  of  heavy  substance.  Smoothly  applied  color 
and  clean  hafts.  Superb  well  budded  stalks  with  wide  branching  that  starts  low  and 
spaced  just  right.  Usually  fragrant  (8  +  here)  and  will  rebloom  in  mild  climates.  It  is 
tried  here  last  year  in  November,  and  in  Virginia  it  started  a  stalk  up  in  October.  In 
both  cases  it  was  too  late  to  make  it.  I’ve  tried  to  set  pods  on  it  to  no  avail,  but  haven’t 
tried  its  pollen  yet.  It  has  lots  of  it,  and  I  plan  to  use  it  this  year.  Should  give  lace  and 

good  orange  reblooming  space  agers  among  other  things . .  $25.00 

SILVER  SPOONS  (Byers  ’87)  Sdlg.  B-8-6:  Sky  Hooks  X  Cease  Fire.  TB,  36",  M-L. 
Pale  silvery  blue  self  including  beards  and  long  spoons  or  flounces.  A  so-so  grower 
here  but  was  exceptionally  vigorous  in  San  Jose  where  it  was  a  much  admired 
convention  guest.  Nicely  formed,  very  ruffled  and  smooth  flowers  of  heavy  sub¬ 
stance  on  excellent  well  budded  stalks.  A  most  consistent  producer  of  excellent 
appendages,  usually  long  graceful  spoons,  but  sometimes  it  goes  all  out  with  big 
wild  flounces.  No  rebloom  here  yet,  but  several  of  its  sibs  have  and  it  has  given  some 
nice  reblooming  sdlgs. — some  with  good  appendages  and  some  with  good  blue 

beards.  Fertile  both  ways. . . .  $25.00 

TEA  LEAVES  (Byers  ’87).  Sdlg.  C49-101:  Sky  Hooks  X  Violet  Classic.  TB,  35",  M  & 
RE.  Greenish  bamboo  tan  standards;  very  pale  blue-violet  falls,  deep  greenish 
brown-gold  hafts  and  blue  beards  tipped  gold.  An  excellent  and  distinctive  sib  of 
Doublemint.  Very  similar  in  form,  substance,  branching,  etc.  Although  they  are  both 
“greenish”,  this  is  entirely  different.  Doublemint  glows  light  and  bright  while  this  is 
kind  of  shadowy  and  mysterious.  Very  vigorous  and  an  excellent  rebloomer,  giving 
loads  of  stalks  here  starting  in  early  Oct.  I  haven’t  used  it  yet,  but  it  should  be  an 
excellent  parent  for  “different”  rebloomers  of  real  quality.  Should  work  well  with 
space  age  lines  also  . . . . . . . $30.00 


SPECIAL  OFFER:  Receive  all  10  introductions  for  $200.00.  Add  $3.00  for  shipping 
and  handling  and  6%  sales  tax  if  you  live  in  California. 

Send  for  our  free  catalog.  It’s  loaded  with  information  on  the  varieties  we  list.  Among 
the  areas  mentioned  are  fragrance,  fertility,  form,  substance,  branching,  bud  count, 
hardiness,  vigor  and  reblooming  ability. 


MOONSHINE  GARDENS 

Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  1019,  Clearlake  Oaks,  CA  95423 
Garden  address:  12570-A  Powerhouse  Road,  Potter  Valley,  CA  95469 
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1987  Introductions 

TIME  PIECE  (Roderick)  TB,  30",  ML.  For  a  bright  spot  in  your 
garden,  try  this  brilliant  clear  yellow  self.  Domed  and  touch¬ 
ing  standards  with  delightfully  ruffled  broad  falls.  Small 
white  area  below  yellow  beards.  Excellent  branching  with  2 
branches  plus  terminal.  9  to  11  buds  consistantly  opening  3 
blooms  at  one  time.  Fast  increases  You'll  fall  in  love  with  the 
charm  and  personality  of  TIME  PIECE.  Sdlg.  8302:  Sheer 
Poetry  X  Copyright . .  $30.00 

And  from  a  promising  new  hybridizer 

OLE  SILVER  (Dan  Moore)  TB,  44",  M-L.  Large  blocky  ruffled 
light  orchid  self  with  a  silver  sheen  on  the  falls.  Light  yellow 
beards.  Strong  stalks,  excellent  branching,  good  grower. 
Sdlg.  6821:  Glory  Bound  X  07519:  ((Favorite  Topic  x  Cham¬ 
pagne  Music)  x  Grand  Waltz)  HC  '86  . $30.00 

Please  add  $2.50  for  shipping 

RODERICK  IRIS  GARDEN 

1137  N.  Main  Street  Desolge,  MO  63601 
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RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 
1146  W.  Rialto 
Fresno,  CA  93705 

OUTSTANDINGLY  DIFFERENT  IRISES 

Not  Just  Improvements  On  Old  Themes 

1987  INTRODUCTIONS 
Tall  Bearded 

PULSAR  (Weiler  87)  TB  36"  M-L.  A  vibrant  star  with  throbbing  red  beards 
glows  brilliant,  sunfest  yellow.  Broad  falls  flare,  standards  close  firmly. 
Stalks  of  3  well  placed  branches;  7-8  buds  open  in  sequence.  A  vigorous 
plant  rounds  out  our  best  in  this  difficult  class.  81-92-2:  (((  Ballerina  x 
Orange  Crush)  x  Sexton  35-65:  ((New  Frontier  x  Chinese  Coral)  x 
(Moon  River  x  Glittering  Amber)))  x  Fresno  Calypso)  x  (Fresno  Fiesta  x 
Fresno  Calypso))  X  Flaming  Victory . . . $30.00 

SPICED  CUSTARD  (Weiler  87)  TB  32"  M-L.  The  first  of  our  bicolors  and 
amoenas  in  yellow,  orange  and  brown,  this  startling  new  color  has 
standards  blended  cream-lemon  and  falls  a  spicy  burnt  orange  cin¬ 
namon  highlighted  by  maraschino  red  beards.  A  3-branched  stalk  car¬ 
ries  7-8  buds  well  timed  for  long  bloom.  Rapid  increase.  Like  no  other 
iris!  81-127-1:  (Misty  Moonscape  x  Miss  Goldilocks)  X  (Trudy  x  Roe 
D-10,  greenish  amoena.) . . . . . $30.00 

Standard  Dwarf  Rebloomers 

LEPRECHAUN’S  DELIGHT  (Weiler  87)  SDB  12"  E-M  &  RE.  A  dif¬ 
ferent,  well  formed  light  yellow  with  bright  yellow  spot  pattern  and 
sparkling  lavender  beards,  this  blooms  with  SDB,  again  quite  well  in  fall 
but  fall  bloom  is  rather  late  and  scattered.  81-11-3:  Thrice  Blessed  X 
Stitch  Witch . $10.00 

QUIETLY  (Weiler  87)  SDB  12"  E-M  &  RE.  A  sharply  contrasting  neglecta 
with  standards  a  smooth  blue  violet,  falls  darker  red  violet,  having  both 
beards  and  a  border  identical  in  color  to  standards.  Striking!  Petals  not  as 
broad  as  some  rebloomers.  Heavy  spring  bloom  starting  early,  scattering 
repeat  bloom  during  TB  season,  and  blooming  heavily  again  in  fall. 
81-29-2:  Third  World  X  Third  Charm . $10.00 

REFINED  (Weiler  87)  SDB  10"  E-L  &  RE.  A  very  smooth,  well  formed 
flower  of  ivory  standards,  medium  yellow  falls  with  a  garden  effect  of 
yellow  amoena.  Stems  produce  copious  bloom  with  SDB,  a  few  late  in 
TB  season  and  scattered  bloom  over  a  long  fall  period.  79-7-1:  (Blood- 
spot  x  (Brighteyes  x  Grace  Note))  X  Satin  Lustre  . . $10.00 

Write  for  your  free  copy  of  our  price  list  which  includes  a  full  line  of 

reblooming  median  and  TB  irises 

Include  $2.50  postage  California  residents  add  6%  tax  Generous  Extras 
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SUTTON’S  GREEN  THUMBER 

1940  Antler  Road  •  Ukiah,  CA  95482 

ORANGE  POPGICLE  (G.  Sutton)  T.B.  E-M  33”  (Sdlg  8228) 

Creamy  Orange  self;  tangerine  beard.  A  clump  gives  off  a 
beautiful  orange  blossom  fragrance.  It  has  produced  fragrant 
seedlings.  (Mandolin  x  Mistress)  $25.00 

APACHE  SUNSET  (G.  Sutton)  B.B  26V2”  E-M  (Sdlg  817A)  E.C.  83 
Has  rebloomed  late  July.  Has  exhibited  well.  S.  antique  gold: 
F.red-brown  edged  W'  gold,  gold  hatting  blends  into  falls,  antique 
gold  beard.  (Kiltlilt  x  Taco  Belle)  $25.00 


RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

7124  Riverdale  Road  Minneapolis,  MN  55430 

1987  Introductions 

SPRING  HARMONY  (Ken  Fisher)  MTB,  24".  Domed  medium  lavender 
stds.  spring  spritely  over  harmonious  lavender  falls,  deeper  at  edge. 
Slender,  wiry  stems  with  many  flowers  make  this  a  lovely  garden 
clump.  Fertile.  (Carolyn  Rose  x  Sand  Princess)  X  Ice  Fairy  .  $12.50 

Co-introducing  with  Kirkland  Iris  Garden 

See  their  ad  this  Bulletin  for  parentage  and  description 

BROAD  GRIN  (Lankow)  SDB,  9".  Short  and  wide,  this  pretty  pink  cream 
is  blushed  shrimp  pink  at  the  hafts  and  ribs.  This  iris  laughs  at  you  in 
the  garden  and  will  add  width  and  substance  to  pink  breeding  as  it  is 
fertile  both  ways.  We  love  it.  EC  1985 . $10.00 

JESSIE  LEE  (Lankow)  SDB,  9".  Its  closed  standards  are  light  blue;  with 
slightly  lighter  horizontal  falls.  Ruffled  and  has  2  to  3  buds.  Grows  and 
behaves  well  as  does  its  namesake . $10.00 

ASK  ALMA  (Lankow)  IB,  27".  This  is  a  classy  beauty.  The  color  is  sunny 
orange  with  a  coral  glow  that  shines.  The  closed  standards  and  semi- 
flaring  falls  are  gently  ruffled.  One  to  two  branches . $15.00 

THAT’S  RIGHT  (M.  Wright)  SDB,  10".  Another  right  on  iris.  Lobelia  blue 
with  yellow-orange  beards  that  are  red-orange  in  the  throat.  This  one 
has  ruffles  to  give  away.  To  see  it  is  to  love  it.  EC  1985  . $10.00 

These  irises  may  be  seen  in  and  purchased  from  both  gardens.  Send 

$1.00  for  a  catalog  to:  Zula  A.  Hanson,  Riverdale  Iris  Gardens,  7124 

Riverdale  Road,  Minneapolis,  MN  55430. 
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ED  ROBERTS 

Route  7,  Box  656  Frankfort,  KY  40601 

BOLD  ARRANGEMENT— TB,  32-34",  M.  Sdlg.  840.  A  bold  arrangement 
of  colors— pink,  copper,  rose  and  orange  all  blended  together,  with 
flaming  red-orange  beards.  At  times,  it’s  salmon  rose-amber,  other 
times  rose  pink  with  a  light  touch  of  orange.  This  iris  is  a  great  breeder, 
giving  some  new  colors  in  the  toasted  melon  and  orange  class.  Far 
Comers  X  High  Conquest.  HC  84 . . . $30.00 

/Vo  catalog.  Order  from  this  ad.  Include  $2.00  for  postage. 


1986  Introduction  by 
MARGIE  ROBINSON 

558  North  Stratford  Road  Wichita,  Kansas  67206 

LADY  BE  GOOD— Sdlg.  81-94.  TB,  35"  (89  cm),  M.  This  charming 
lady  with  her  coral  pink  ruffles  and  delicate  lace  (including  style 
crests)  will  quickly  catch  your  eye.  Beards  are  shrimp.  Production  of 
many  bloom  stalks  and  high  bud  count  gives  a  long  bloom  period. 
There’s  always  many  increases  for  next  year’s  bloom.  Fertile  both 
ways.  76-19B:  (Command  Performance  x  Pink  Sleigh)  X  Beverly 
Sills  . . . . $25.00 

Previous  Introductions 

SLEIGHING  SONG  (1984)  Sdlg.  77-37.  TB,  36"  (91  cm),  M.  large 
and  ruffled  palest  violet  flowers  with  soft  yellow-orange  beards. 
Beautiful,  smooth,  porcelain-like  finish  with  haft  markings.  For  an 
added  bonus,  enjoy  the  exotic,  refined  fragrance.  9-12  buds.  Ice 
Sculpture  X  Robinson  seedling.  HC  1983 . $15.00 

FRENCH  SILK  (1982)  Sdlg.  76-18A.  IB,  22"  (56  cm),  E-L.  This 
classic,  smaller  IB  appears  to  be  made  of  smoothest,  heavy  sapphire 
blue  silk.  There  is  a  darker  blue  inner  flush.  Closed  standards.  Finest 
branching  and  vigorous  increase.  Very  long  bloom  period.  Will  set 
pods.  Starry  Eyed  X  Peek  A  Blue.  HC  1985.  . . $2.50 

BRIGHT  SPIRIT  (1981)  Sdlg.  75-6A.  TB,  37"  (94  cm),  E.  Here  is 
an  early,  most  dependable  iris  that  flourishes  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States.  Beautifully  proportioned,  ruffled  bright  lemon  yellow 
self.  Excellent  branching  with  many  buds,  giving  a  long  bloom 
period.  Kimberlina X  (Sapphire  Hills  x  Miss  Illini).  HM  1984  $5.00 
Please  order  from  this  ad.  Send  $3.00  for  priority  mail. 

Will  ship  July  25  through  Sept.  10 
Phone— 3 16! 684-3982 
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ROWLAN  IRISES 

12  Roxbury  Drive  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  72209 

1987  Space  Age  TB  Introductions 

FLAG  OF  TRUCE — Sdlg.  82  SA  47,  31",  M.  Lovely  heavily  ruffled  snow  white 
with  greenish  tint  on  the  falls.  Yellow  beards  and  1  inch  white  horns.  Very 

pronounced  sweet  fragrance.  Goodness  X  Homed  Flare . $25.00 

HORNS  OF  PLENTY— Sdlg.  82  SA  23,  40",  M.  Beautiful  ruffled  hyacinth  blue 
(RHS  91A)  with  white  area  around  the  yellow  beards  which  has  double 
adornments  from  end  of  the  beard  consisting  of  either  a  spoon,  flounce  or  horn 
from  the  lower  side  of  the  beard  next  to  the  petals  and  a  short  curved-up  hook 
type  horn  from  upper  side  of  the  lower  adornments.  Goodness  X  Rowlan  76  D 

4:  (Osborne  0-20  x  Hula  Moon) . . . .  $25.00 

SPANISH  ANGEL — Sdlg.  77  E  2, 32",  M.  This  is  really  a  Spanish  Angel  with  the 
ruffled  brassy  honey  blend  that  has  darker  brown  shoulders  and  orange-yellow 
beards  that  sprout  honey  brown  horns.  Taste  of  Honey  X  73  N  13:  (Wine  and 

Roses  x  Homed  Flare) . . . . .  $25.00 

SPACE  MIRAGE— Sdlg.  81  SA  15,  32",  ML.  Slightly  ruffled  white  standards 
with  mid-violet  falls  that  fade  on  the  outer  half  to  a  W'  white  rim.  Brown  haft 
markings  and  a  orange  beard  that  ends  with  violet  horns.  Postscript  X  Homed 
Flare).  NO  SALES.  (To  be  used  by  Comanche  Acres  Iris  Gardens  in  year 
1987 — conditions  are  set  up  in  their  catalog). 

The  above  4  Space  Age  TBs  are  being  co-introduced  with  Comanche  Acres  Iris 
Gardens,  Route  1,  Box  258,  Gower,  MO  64454  in  1987. 

1987  Louisiana  Introductions 

BLACK  RHAPSODY— Sdlg.  84  LA  12, 35",  M.  Beautiful  dark  near  black  self.  It 
is  a  ruffled,  flaring  midnight  blue  self  (RHS  103A)  with  a  sunburst  yellow  signal. 

Roll  Call  X  77  LA  4:  (Miss  Arkansas  x  Peggy  Mac) . .  $20.00 

FLAME  ON — Sdlg.  82  LA  7,  33"  EM.  This  beautiful  ruffled  flat  form  cardinal  red 
with  its  large  yellow  flame  signal  will  pull  you  to  it  for  a  better  look.  Set  off  with 
green  at  base  of  styles.  Roll  Call  X  Tarnished  Brass . .  $20.00 

FRANK  CHOWNING— Sdlg.  82  LA  7,  33",  ML.  This  lovely  ruffled  current  red 
is  semi-flaring  to  flat  formed  with  overlapping  petals.  Named  for  Frank  Chown- 
ing,  a  well  known  Louisiana  hybridizer.  The  color  is  a  mellow  red  rather  than  a 
bright,  shocking,  howling  red.  Yellow  steeple  signal.  Ann  Chowning  X  Miss 

Arkansas . $25.00 

SMOKE  AND  FLAME — Sdlg.  83  LA  26,  36",  M.  Standards  are  lavender  with 
ruffled  greyed  lavender-violet  falls.  Green  styles  with  lavender  ribs,  lavender 
crests,  yellow  pencil  flame  signal  and  lovely  flaring  form.  G.  W.  Holleyman  X 

Eolian . $15.00 

SPANISH  SUNSET — Sdlg.  83  LA  12,  36",  M.  A  lovely  ruffled  Spanish  orange 
bitone  with  semi-flaring  overlapping  blossoms  and  a  yellow  steeple  signal. 
Mary  Dunn  X  Valencia  Vanity . . . $15.00 
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VOODOO  MAGIC— Sdlg.  84  LA  4,  32",  M.  this  is  a  lovely  ruffled,  overlapping 
flat  form  fuchsia  purple  bitone.  Fuchsia  styles  and  crests  and  a  large  yellow 
spray  signal  that  will  keep  pulling  you  back  for  another  look.  Black  Gamecock 

X  Dr.  Dorman.  HC  ’85. . . .  $20.00 

PRICE  LIST— APRIL  1,  1987,  OF  PREVIOUS  SPACE  AGE  AND  LOUISIANA 
INTRODUCTIONS  AND  EXCESS  STOCK  OF  OTHER  HYBRIDIZERS  FOR  A 
FIRST  CLASS  STAMP. 

TALL  BEARDED  IRISES— Please  add  $2.50  per  order  to  help  with  handling 
and  postage  costs.  Add  $1.00  more  if  you  wish  airmail.  I  ship  via  UPS,  so  please 
include  your  telephone  number  or  directions  to  your  home  for  UPS’  benefit. 
No  shipping  before  July  1  or  after  September  15.  No  orders  after  September  1. 

LOUISIANA  IRISES— Please  add  $3.00  per  order  for  handling  and  postage 
costs.  Add  $1.00  more  if  you  desire  air  shipment.  Include  telephone  number  or 
directions  to  your  home  for  UPS’  benefit.  I  ship  via  UPS  only  from  the  last  week 
of  August  (north)  through  October  31  (south). 

— EXTRAS  WITH  EACH  ORDER- 

HENRY  C.  ROWLAN 

Phone  501/565-8636 


SHAMROCK  IRIS  GARDENS— JIM  &  LUCILLE  MAHONEY 
704  Jefferson  Street,  N.E.  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  87110 

1987  Introductions 

TESSIE  PETITE  (J.  Mahoney)  Sdlg.  76/29,  BB,  24",  EM.  S.  ruffled  and  lightly 
laced  milky  beige.  F.  lA"  beige  edge  with  white  center  infused  lavender  which 
fades  in  hours  to  white;  VA"  lavender  horns,  old  gold  beards.  Vin  Rose  X 

Anniversary  Waltz  . . . . $25.00 

ALPINE  CENTENNIAL  (J.  Mahoney)  Sdlg.  77/105,  TB,  34"  ML.  Named  for  the 
centennial  of  Alpine,  Texas.  Ruffled  and  laced  white  self,  green  veining 
underneath  falls,  touching  hafts,  3A"  to  VA"  white  horns.  White  beards 

tipped  yellow.  Space  Dragon  X  Tinsel  Town. . . . . $35.00 

CHICAGO'S  LeROY  (J.  MAHONEY)  Sdlg.  77/203B.  TB,  33",  ML.  S.  highly 
ruffled  and  laced  light  brown.  F.  upper  third  yellow,  hafts  veined  brown, 
blending  to  light  brown,  sometimes  washed  violet.  3/s"  to  Vi"  yellow-orange 

haired  horns  and  beards.  Lavender  Petticoats  X  New  Moon . $30.00 

MARY  AGNES  MAHONEY  (J.  Mahoney)  Sdlg.  77/190B.  TB,  31",  ML-L. 
Named  for  my  mother.  S.  marbled  white  and  violet;  F.  violet  (RHS  86B)  on 
white  ground  with  heavy  line  down  center.  Distinctive  lines  from  beards 
(similar  to  a  wagon  wheel)  to  lA"  plicata  edge.  White  beards  tipped  yellow 
inside  bloom  and  violet  outside;  VA"  spoons  with  plicata  edging.  Miz  Lib  X 

Petite  Posy. . . . . . . $30.00 

PLANET  IRIS  (J.  Mahoney)  Sdlg.  77/181,  TB,  35-37",  ML.  Ruffled  and  laced 
light  violet,  inconspicuous  veining  at  hafts.  Small  area  at  hafts  surrounding 
orange  beards  and  extending  to  mid  fall;  1"  to  VA"  horns.  Petite  Posy  X 

Lavender  Petticoats.  Two  ECs  in  1986  . . .  $30.00 

MOUNTAIN  DUST  (Mahoney  '85)  S.  grey  blue;  F.  bluish  black  velvet  $20.00 
LADY  OF  FATIMA  (Mahoney  '85)  Cool  white,  ruffled  and  lightly  laced.  $20.00 
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Don  &  Bobbie  Shepard 
3342  W.  Orangewood 
Phoenix,  AZ  85021 
Ph  (602)  841-1231 


1987  INTRODUCTIONS 

BIG  DUKE  (Shepard  ‘87)  TB,  42",  M . $25.00 

This  cross  produced  so  many  good  possibilities  that  it  took  two  years  to  choose 
THE  one!  BIG  DUKE  is  a  large  ruffled  rich  lavender-mauve  blend.  The  falls 
have  rich  yellow  shoulders,  blending  to  cream  around  the  deep  yellow  beards. 
The  substance  is  fantastic  and  holds  even  in  our  heat!  Sdlg.  82Q-84083:  Indian 
Territory  X  Pacific  Grove. 

SPLASH  OF  BLUE  (Shepard  ’87)  TB,  36",  M . . . $25.00 

Look  out  across  the  field,  and  this  iris  shows  up!  It  is  a  rosy  melon  with  a  rich 
purple-blue  blaze  radiating  from  orange-gold  beards  down  through  the  center 
of  the  falls.  Multiplies  quickly  and  blooms  profusely.  Sdlg.  81C-84040:  Entou¬ 
rage  X  Brimstone. 

LITTLE  O  CHRIS  (Shepard  ’87)  BB,  24-27",  EM . .  $20.00 

This  honey  brown  self  is  named  for  our  red-headed  grandson,  Christopher.  It  is 
an  early,  heavy  bloomer  that  is  sprinkled  with  shimmering  gold  and  has  a 
yellow  splash  radiating  from  the  gold-orange  beards.  Ruffled  and  slight  sweet 
fragrance.  Produces  a  nice  show  stalk  and  holds  it  color  well.  Bengal  Tiger  X 
Burgundy  Brown. 

JESSICA  ROSE  (Shepard  ’87)  BB,  27",  E-L . . . . .  $20.00 

When  you  study  this  iris,  you  can  only  think  of  a  feminine  lady.  Therefore,  we 
named  this  one  for  our  young  granddaughter.  One  bat  of  her  eyelashes,  and 
she  has  your  heart!  JESSICA  ROSE  is  a  ruffled  rich  dark  lavender  with  white 
veins  radiating  outward  from  the  base  to  the  top  and  width  of  the  falls.  Orange 
beards  accent  this  beauty.  Pronounced  fragrance.  Burgundy  Brown  X  Bengal 
Tiger. 

BUTTER  AND  SPACE  (Shepard  ’87)  BB,  25",  E . .  $20.00 

This  BB  has  a  plicata  appearance,  yet  it  really  isn’t  classified  as  a  plic.  It  is 
predominately  yellow  with  the  standards  heavily  veined  brown-purple  and  the 
falls  heavily  freckled  purple  overall  with  charcoal  purple  shoulders  and  hafts; 
gold  beards.  Delicate  but  bold!  Sdlg.  82J-85005:  Burgundy  Brown  X  Arctic 
Blond. 

BOBBY  LOU  (Shepard  ’87)  LA,  29",  E. . . . . . .  $25.00 

Our  first  Louisiana  has  been  a  favorite  selection  among  our  garden  visitors.  A 
profuse  bloomer  with  the  possibility  of  3  open  blooms  and  show  stalk  branch¬ 
ing.  Rose-pink  with  green  reverse,  which  leaves  a  slight  green  rim  on  the  falls. 
Bright  yellow  steeple  signal  and  green  yellow  style  arms. 

KITT  PEAK  (Wickenkamp  ’87)  SPU,  53",  M . . . $20.00 

Floyd’s  newest  baby  is  rather  unique!  The  standards  are  medium  blue-violet 
shading  to  yellow  at  the  base  while  the  falls  are  deep  blue-violet  shading  to 
chocolate  brown.  Bright  yellow  signal  extends  yellow  rays  into  the  brown, 
creating  a  beautiful  effect.  Burnished  Brass  X  Proverb. 

Please  add  $3.00  postage  and  handling.  Catalog  on  request. 
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GEORGE  A.  SHOOP 

12560  S.W.  Douglas  Portland,  OR  97225 

FRENCH  CONNECTION  (Shoop  ’87).  IB,  36",  midseason. 

A  large  flower  with  light  blue,  closed  standards  and  mid-blue 
se  mi  flaring  falls.  Tangerine  beards.  Good  branching  on  strong 
stalks.  Breeder  for  blue  amoenas.  A  show  off  in  the  garden!  Sdlg. 

80-29-1:  Delphi  X  Condottiere. ....................  $25.00 

FANCY  LADY  (Shoop  ’87).  TB,  36",  midseason. 

A  flaring,  lightly  laced  orange  self.  Closed  standards,  well 
branched,  6  buds.  Deep  red-orange  beards.  Sdlg.  79-3:  China 
Dragon  X  involved  seedlings  ......................  $25.00 

NEW  KID  (Shoop  ’87).  IB,  18",  early-medium  bloom. 

A  bright  yellow  self  with  blazing  red-orange  beards.  Nicely  pro¬ 
portioned  flower  and  plant,  some  branches,  excellent  grower. 
Sets  seed.  New  kid  on  the  block!  (Contraband  x  Dream  Spinner) 
X  (Roberts  70R  30A  x  Solar  Flight). ................  $12.50 

Two  of  the  above  I  Bs  $40.00 
Add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling 

HAWAIIAN  QUEEN  (’86)  Dark  purple-brown  stands 

with  orange  falls ...................................  $20.00 

FIRST  WALTZ  (’86)  Pink  stands;  rose  falls. ..........  $20.00 

FANTASY  LACE  (’86)  Peach  pink  with  lace  .........  $20.00 

PINK  CAPER  (’86)  Ruffled  pink  SDB  with  peach  tones  $  7.50 

TILLIE  (’86)  Lightly  ruffled  peach  SDB  7.50 

Three  1986  TBs-$50.00 
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SIBERIAN  IRISES .  Postpaid  $7.00 


By  Currier  McEwen;  illustrated  with  color 
plates,  drawings  and  monochrome;  includes 
glossary  of  terms;  prepared  with  help  from 
committee  of  advisors  and  contributors  from 
The  Society  for  Siberian  Irises.  Proceeds  from 
sale  of  books  will  be  used  to  support  the  work 
of  SSL 


Send  order  to:  Julius  Wadekamper,  15974  Canby  Avenue,  Route  5, 
Faribault,  MN  55021.  Make  check  payable  to 
Society  for  Siberian  Irises. 


ISLE  OF  MAY  (Spahn  ’87)  TB,  35”.  A  huge,  clean  silvery  lavender 
with  a  large  creamy  white  area  in  falls.  Light  yellow  beards.  Impos¬ 
ing,  but  color  and  ruffling  still  convey  delicacy.  Sturdy  stems, 
vigorous.  Sdlg.  81 K2:  (79C9:  Sunrise  Symphony  x  Louise  Watts) 
X  (76G3:  Grand  Waltz  x  Springtime  Fantasy) . $25.00 

SWEET  ALOHA  (Spahn  ’87)  TB,  35".  A  real  eyecatcher  and  the 
finest  of  the  40  irises  I  have  introduced.  A  much  improved 
Liebestraum  while  retaining  its  striking  deep  coral  pink  color. 
Wide,  flaring  falls  have  a  large  whitish  area  setting  off  prominent 
reddish  beards.  Ruffled  throughout  and  well  branched.  A  5  star 
classic.  Sdlg.  82C1 :  (Liebestraum  X  Heartaches) . . .  $30.00 

THAT’S  AMORE  (Spahn  ‘87)  TB,  34".  A  bicolored  beauty.  Domed 
stds.  are  light  peach.  Ruffled  falls  are  light  pinkish  lavender  with  a 
large  creamy  area  around  pinkish  beards,  makes  a  lovely  pastel 
clump.  Sdlg.  82R1 :  (Finians  Rainbow  X  Piccolo  Pete) . . .  $25.00 

WAGON  WHEELS  (Spahn  ’87)  TB,  34".  Distinctive  rose,  lavender 
rose.  Wide  flaring  falls  same  at  rim  but  blend  brown  and  apricot 
blend  from  orange  breeding.  Domed  stds.  are  deep  lavender  rose. 
Wide  flaring  falls  same  at  rim  but  blend  to  rosy  brown  and  creamy 
apricot  in  center.  Tangerine  beards.  Lots  of  ruffles.  Sdlg.  80E1 : 
(Fiddlesticks  X  Summer  Love) . . . . . $25.00 

Any  1986  introduction  can  be  purchased  at  HALF  PRICE 
with  NO  EXTRAS,  or  get  all  4  for  $48.00. 

Please  add  $2.00  postage  on  all  orders. 

Attractive,  discounted  prices  on  over  300  newer  TBs. 

Write  for  list. 

FRED  E.  SPAHN 

1229  Lincoln  Ave.  Dubuque,  Iowa  52001 
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HAROLD  L.  STAHLY 

8343  Manchester  Drive  Grand  Blanc,  MI  48439 

Many  of  you  saw  Bill  Simon’s  excellent  seedlings  at  the  Indianapolis  convention. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  offer  you  several  Simon  originations,  including  two  new 

introductions,  plus  new  introductions  from  Evelyn  Robarts  and  ourselves. 

HIGH  CONTRAST  (Robarts  ’87)  TB,  40",  M.  Light  violet-blue  standards,  very 
pale  violet-blue  falls  fading  to  white;  light  orange  beards.  Good  stalks  with 
excellent  bud  placement  produce  7-9  large  well-formed  blooms.  This  is  a  strik¬ 
ing  very  contrasty  reverse  amoena.  Fertile.  Sdlg.  7-9-1:  (Christmas  Timex  Pink 
Sleigh)  X  Sea  Lure  . .  $25.00 

KINGLY  AIR  (Robarts  ’87)  TB,  39",  M.  Full  deep  blue  self;  self  beards.  Moder¬ 
ately  ruffled  blooms  of  good  size,  usually  7  on  well  branched  stalks.  Fertile. 
Sdlg.  115-A:  Epic  X  Neptune’s  Pool  . . $25.00 

KISSING  SKY  (Robarts  ’87)  TB,  34",  M-L.  White  standards,  full  blue  falls;  pale 
yellow  beards.  Good  stalks  bear  nicely  formed  medium  size  flowers  with  widely 
flaring  falls.  Fertile.  Sdlg.  75-77:  Fuji’s  Mantle  X  Neptune’s  Pool . $25.00 

MY  CONFECTION  (Simon  ’87)  TB,  36",  EM.  A  beautifully  formed,  nicely 
ruffled  flower  of  distinction.  Sdlg.  18-64-6:  Love  Sonnet  X  Sunday  Chimes. 
HC  ’85  . $25.00 

ON  THE  ROAD  (Stahly  ’87)  TB,  36",  EM.  Light  blue  standards,  pale  blue  falls 
with  small  deeper  blue-violet  spot  below  the  yellow  to  blue  beards.  Blocky, 
ruffled  form  with  round,  flaring  falls.  Good  stalks  with  8-10  or  more  medium 
large  blooms.  Sdlg.  81-3:  (Ivy  League  x  River  Patrol)  X  sib . $25.00 

WESTLAND  JEWEL  (Simon  ’87)  TB,  34",  L.  Red-brown  self,  red-brown 
beards.  Very  clean,  nicely  ruffled  and  excellent  form.  Good  growth  habits.  This 
may  be  the  best  “red”  available.  Produces  the  last  bloom  in  the  garden.  Sdlg. 
26-38-38:  Mr.  Majestic  X  Inferno.  HC  ’83,  ’85  . . . . . $25.00 

LEMON  CRAFT  (Simon  ’85)  TB,  40",  M.  Laced  pale  lemon  yellow  self,  slightly 
deeper  at  edge  of  falls.  Sdlg.  79-86-32:  Carved  Marble  X  Leisure  Day.  HC  ’84 
. . . $12.50 

PINK  INTERLUDE  (Simon  ’85)  TB,  32",  ML.  Heavily  ruffled,  laced  deep  pink 
self;  pink  beards.  Sdlg.  45-64-9:  Pink  Challenge  X  Love  Sonnet.  HC  ’84 
. . . $12.50 

WESTLAND  GOLD  (Simon  ’85)  TB,  36",  M.  Ruffled,  laced  gold  self;  gold 
beards.  Sdlg.  24-6-1:  Gold  Galore  X  Temple  Gold.  HC  ’84 . $12.50 

PIXIE  PRINCE  (Simon  ’85)  BB,  23",  M-L.  Heavily  ruffled  and  pleated  smooth 
deep  pink  self.  Excellent  proportion.  We  believe  this  to  be  the  deepest  pink 
coloring  of  any  iris  introduced  to  date.  A  few  were  released  locally  in  1985. 
Sdlg.  33-45-10:  Loudon  Princess  X  Pink  Challenge.  HC  ’84  (14  votes).  Not 

available  as  an  extra  . . . . . . .  $20.00 

Please  include  $2.00  for  shipping 
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NEBRASKA-BORN  IRISES 

Hardy  to  -  20° 

MARIA  TORMENA  TB  1987 

Our  first  variegated  pink  iris.  A  healthy,  floriferous  pink  with  pansy 
violet  splashes  and  poppy  red  beards . .  $25.00 

BB  COLLECTION  1987 

Unfortunately,  we  had  camera  problems,  so  we  cannot  show  you  these 
beautiful,  well-proportioned  Border  Irises.  Any  one  of  these  would  be  a 
beautiful  addition  to  your  garden,  but  you  get  all  five  for  .....  $25.00 

COLOR  BRITE  ’87  Pink  ground  with  erythrite  red  splashes 

ZINC  PINK  ’87  Laced  and  ruffled  French  rose 

LITTLE  MISS  ’87  White  ground  with  splashes  of  violet 

BERRY  RICH  ’87  Lilac  purple  self 

BATIK  ’86  White  ground  striped  with  royal  purple 

OTHER  VARIGAY  GARDEN  INTRODUCTIONS 

IB  COLLECTION  See  color  ad  in  January  ’86  AIS  Bulletin. 

Seven  beautiful  Intermediate  irises  all  named  and  recently  introduced — 

all  for . $25.00 

SDB  COLLECTION  See  color  ad  in  January  ’84  Bulletin.  Twelve 
beautiful  SDBs— all  named  and  recently  introduced.  Four  received  HMs 

in  ’85.  All  twelve  for . . . . . . . $25.00 

BATIK  BB  1986  White  ground  striped  royal  purple.  See  color  ad 

January,  1986.  . . $15.00 

PEOPLE  PLEASER  SDB  1986 — Falls  spectrum  violet;  standards 

Indian  yellow — spectrum  violet  beards . $5.00 

KAREN  CHRISTINE  TB  85 — A  beautiful  iris  named  for  a  beautiful 


young  lady.  See  color  ad  January  1985  Bulletin . $10.00 

PAINTED  PLIC  TB  HM  ’85 — Wide-petaled,  uniquely-marked  varie¬ 
gated  iris.  See  back  cover  July  ’83  Bulletin . . . $10.00 

WAMPUM  IB  HM  ’85— Oxblood  red  . .  $5.00 

ALMOST  GLADYS  TB  HM  ’84 — Near  pink  amoena . $7.50 

PURPLE  STREAKER  TB  HM  ’83— Victoria  violet  with 

white  stripes  .  . . . $5.00 

PANDORAS  PURPLE  TB  HM  ’83— This  unusual  plicata  has 
everything . . . $5.00 


GENEROUS  EXTRAS 

Select  from  the  following 


FEATHERED  FRIEND  BB  HM  ’83 
IRIS  BOHNSACK  BB  HM ’83 
NICE  ’N  NIFTY  BB  HM ’84 
TAKE  IT  EASY  BB  HM ’84 
SHAHROHK  MAHROHKI  TB  HM  83 
MISS  REGION  TWENTY-ONE  SDB  HM  ’81 
INTY  GREYSHUN  BB  HM  ’81 
PEACHY  CREAMY  BB  HM  ’80 
DOODLE  STRUDEL  TB  HM  79 
AZAP  IB  AM ’84 


White  lacerated  petals 
Variegated  color  pattern 
Dark  violet  and  white  plicata 
Yellow  with  white  spots 
Good  brown 
Yellow  with  spot  pattern 
Variegated  color  pattern 
Peachy  creamy 
Variegated  color  pattern 
An  additional  extra  with 
every  order 


VARIGAY  GARDENS 

YRFD3 _  Allan  Ensminger  Lincoln,  NE  68505  _r 
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REQUEST  FOR  JAPANESE,  SPURIA  AND  LOUISIANA 

IRIS  GUESTS 

1989  Society  for  Japanese  Irises  Mini  Convention 
Washington,  D.C. 

The  Frances  Scott  Key  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Potomac  Iris  Societies  will  jointly 
host  the  1989  Society  for  Japanese  Irises  Mini  Convention.  The  Guest  Iris  Committee 
invites  hybridizers  to  send  guest  rhizomes  of  recent  introductions  and  seedlings  under 
serious  consideration  for  introduction. 

When  sending  guest  irises,  please  observe  the  following  guidelines: 

1 .  Up  to  three  rhizomes  of  each  variety  will  be  accepted. 

2.  The  iris  guests  will  be  accepted  from  September  1  to  October  31,  1987. 

3.  All  official  guest  irises  must  be  shipped  to: 

Diana  Nicholls 
Nicholls  Gardens 
4724  Angus  Drive 
Gains ville,  VA  22065 

Phone  (703)  754-9623 

4.  The  following  information  should  accompany  each  plant: 

a.  Hybridizer’s  name  and  address 

b.  Name  or  number  of  the  variety  or  seedling 

c.  Type  of  iris 

d.  Height  and  color 

e.  Year  of  introduction 

5 .  When  guest  seedlings  are  named,  it  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the  hybridizer  to 
notify  the  Guest  Iris  Chairman  not  later  than  December  1,  1988. 

6.  A  receipt  will  be  mailed  to  all  contributors  listing  the  garden  locations  of  the 
plants.  Contributors  listing  the  instructions  regarding  disposition  of  the  plants.  If  such 
instructions  are  not  received  by  March  1,  1989,  dispersal  will  be  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Show  Committee. 

7.  The  Committee  has  adopted  a  code  of  ethics  for  all  gardeners  to  protect  the 
hybridizers’  interests. 

8.  The  Guest  Iris  Committee  will  not  be  responsible  for  losses  beyond  its  control, 
and  only  rhizomes  received  through  the  Guest  Iris  Chairman  will  be  listed  in  the 
convention  booklet. 

Diana  Nicholls,  Guest  Iris  Chairman 


IRIS  POST  CARDS  AVAILABLE 

Packets  of  twelve  different  iris  cards,  in  color,  are  now 
available  for  $2.00  a  packet,  or  3  packets  for  $5.00. 
Checks  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  should  be 

sent  to: 

Jaymie  Heathcock,  Route  3,  Box  270,  Vinita,  OK  74301 . 
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WETHERSFIELD  IRIS  GARDEN 
1987  Introductions 


LYNBROOK  (Gadd  '87)  Sdlg.  51-80.  TB,  32"  (81  cm,  M.  Ruffled 
bluewhite  self;  dark  blue  beards.  Jakarta  X  Song  of  Norway  $25.00 

CADELLA  (Gadd  '87)  Sdlg.  36-78.  TB,  34"  (86  cm),  L.  Ruffled  flesh 
pink  self;  yellow  beards;  slight  fragrance.  Two  branches  and  termi¬ 
nal.  Excellent  growing  iris.  Court  Ballet  X  Lilac  Treat . $25.00 

Aril-Meds 

ANTHRACITE  (Gadd  '87)  Sdlg.  15-77.  AB-MED  (V4),  18"  (46  cm),  E. 
Jet  black  self;  bronze  beards.  (Derring  Do  x  Truce)  X  Beisan  Aga. 

. ..............$15.00 

JAMITA  (Gadd  '87)  Sdlg.  30-80.  AB-MED,  15"  (28  cm),  E.  Willow 
green  self  with  darker  veining  on  falls;  bronze  beards.  Stockholm  X 
Capitola . $15.00 

LYPHER  (Gadd  '87)  Sdlg.  3-80A.  AB-MED,  15"  (38  cm),  E.  S.  tuscan 
yellow  (HCC  233);  F.  slightly  darker;  brown  beards.  Sib  to  Jamita. 
. $15.00 

FRED  and  MARY  GADD 

172  Main  Street  Wethersfield,  CT  16109 


IRIS  SLIDES  FOR  RENT 

AIS  and  Sections  of  AIS  maintain  sets  of  iris  slides  which  may  be  rented.  Each  set  contains  about  1 00  35-mm  slides. 

SLIDE  SETS  AVAILABLE 

Irises  for  Every  Garden — Good  for  garden  clubs.  Contains  both  bearded  and  beardless  types. 

The  New  Reliables — Popular,  less  expensive  varieties. 

Recent  Award  Winners — AM  and  HM  winners 
The  Newest  in  Irises— Recent  introductions 
The  Popularity  Poll — 1 00  favorite  TBs 
Arrangements — Flower  arrangements  featuring  irises 

Irises  in  the  Visual  Arts — European,  Oriental,  and  American  paintings,  arts  and  crafts  that  include  irises 

Many  Types  and  Colors  of  Irises — Bearded,  bulbous,  beardless  in  their  great  variety 

Irises  through  the  Seasons — Follows  the  iris  around  the  calendar  in  house  and  garden 

The  other  Bearded  Irises — Other  than  TB.  Dwarfs,  Medians,  Arils,  Arilbreds 

St.  Louis  Convention — 1981  Seattle  Convention — 1984 

Denver  Convention — 1982  Indianapolis  Convention — 1985 

Boston  Convention — 1983  San  Jose  Convention — 1986 

Phoenix  Convention — 1987  (after  July  1) 

Order  above  slides  from  Howard  Shockey 

461 1  Rio  Grande  Ln.  NW 
Check  to  AIS  Albuquerque,  NM  87107 

Phone  (505)  345-0119  24  hour  answering  recorder 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARE  SECTIONS  OF  AIS 

Arils  and  Arilbreds — Order  from  Clay  H.  Osborne,  16789  Spring  Creek  Rd.,  Applegate,  CA  95703,  April  15  through 
October  14,  and  47806  Fiesta,  Indio,  CA  92201,  October  15  through  April  14.  Check  to  Aril  Iris  Society. 

Dwarfs — Good  for  rock  gardens.  Order  from  Dorothy  Willott,  26231  Shaker  Blvd.,  Beechwood,  OH  44122.  Check  to 
DIS 

Japanese — Order  from  John  Coble,  9823  E.  Michigan  Ave.,  Galesburg,  Ml  49053.  Check  to  Japanese  Iris  Society. 
Louisianas — Order  from  La  Vera  Burkett,  1100  N.  Ella  Street,  Searcy,  AR  72143  Check  to  LISA. 

Medians — Standard  Dwarf,  Intermediate,  Miniature  Tall  Bearded,  Border  Bearded.  Order  from  Terry  Aitken,  608  N.W. 
1 19th.  St.,  Vancouver,  WA  98685.  Check  to  MIS. 

Species — Suitable  for  judges’  training.  Order  from  Colin  Rigby,  2087  Curtis  Drive,  Penngrove,  CA  94951 .  Check  to 
SIGNA. 

Siberians — Order  from  James  Foreman,  1370  W.  Michaels  Rd.,  Tipp  City,  OH  45371 .  Please  write  for  details  before 
ordering. 

Spurias — Order  from  Marilyn  Holloway,  673  Acacia  Ave.,  Sacramento,  CA  95815.  Check  to  Spuria  Iris  Society. 

TO  ORDER — Request  slides  well  in  advance,  preferable  six  weeks.  Cost  is  $5.00  per  set.  Slides  must  be  returned 
next  day  by  first  class/priority  mail.  Affiliated  societies  may  have  one  free  program  per  year,  although  some 
Sections  may  not  honor  this. 
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ADAMGROVE 

Irises  and  Daylilies 

Featuring 


All  Types  of 
BEARDED  &  BEARDLESS 

Irises 

Introducing  for 

Carl  &  Larue  BOSWELL 

and 

David  B.  SINDT 

Catalogue  $  l ;  Refundable 

Eric  and  Bob  Tankesley-Clarke 
Rt.  1,  Box  246,  California,  MO  65018 


TERRY  AND  BARBARA 

jWlieJi’s  Garden. 

608  NW  119  St.,  Vancouver,  WA.  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 

MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  MTB 
TB,  PCN,  JA,  SIB,  GUESTS 

10  Miles  North  of  Portland 
Send  22 <t  Stamp  for  Catalog  &  Map 

BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 


ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDENS 

22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 
Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 

Over  500  varieties  of  Northern 
grown  TB  irises  at  reasonable 
prices.  Also  50  varieties  of  fine 
peonies. 

Catalog  on  request 


LOUISIANA  IRIS 

CATALOG  ON  REQUEST! 
LARGE  SELECTION  OF  CULTIVARS 
QUANTITY  PRICES  AVAILABLE 

ED  AND  RUSTY  OSTHEIMER 

P.O.  BOX  485 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70361 
PHONE:  504-868-5422 


COPY  DEADLINES 


of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica  and 
Spuria  irises. 


January  issue . Oct.  15 

April  issue  . Jan.  15 

July  issue  .........  Apr.  15 

October  issue  .....  July  15 
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GEORGE  C-  BUSH 

CLEAN  SHAVEN  IRIS  (beardless) 
OUR  SPECIALTY 

Featuring  Japanese,  Siberian  and  Species 
irises.  Also  Spurias  and  Louisianas. 

Home  of  FROSTY  RIM  (AM)  and  JAP¬ 
ANESE  SANDMAN  (HM).  We  co-intro- 
duced  the  fabulous  Ackerman  Japanese 
cultivars.  Comprehensive  price  list  for  a 
stamp. 

VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 

1739  Memory  Lane  Extd.,  York,  PA  17402 
Ph.  717/755-0557 

Marhigo  Japanese  Irises 

featuring  new  introductions  of  Walter  Marx. 

Daylilies,  Peonies,  Hostas. 
1987  Catalog— $1 .00 

Credit  on  first  order 

amice  mm 

must** 

15425  SW  Pleasant  Hill  Rd. 
Sherwood,  Oregon  97140 
503-625-7241 

Iris 

CIRCLE  ’N’  RANCH 

IRIS  GARDEN 

Daylilies 

Over  3,500  old  and  new  varieties  of  TB, 

Perennials 

Median,  Dwarf  and  Arilbred  irises.  High 
quality,  healthy  plants  at  excellent  prices. 

Busse  Gardens 

(R)  Ranch 

^iinn£iota  ^J^extnniaf  \J~^copi[c 

1 8650  Birch  St. 

Rt.2  Box  238 

Perris,  CA  92370 

COKATO,  MINNESOTA  55321 

Catalog  $1.00 

Price  list  on  request 

Deduct  on  First  Order 

after  March  1 

Please  enclose  two  first  class  stamps 

CAL  DIXIE 

COMANCHE  ACRES 

IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford- 

IRIS  GARDENS 

able  bearded  irises  (new  and  old)  in 

Southern  California. 

Route  1,  Box  258 

Catalog  available  on  request  about 
April  1. 

Gower,  MO  64454 

Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 

14115  Pear  St. 

Riverside,  CA  92504 

Quality  TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB, 

LA  and  Bulb  type  irises 
at  reasonable  prices. 

CHEHALEM  GARDENS 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 

P.  O.  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 

Catalog  $1.00 

SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 

Refundable  with  order 

Descriptive  price  list 

available  upon  request 

No  color 
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COOLEY’S  GARDENS,  INC. 

11553  Silverton  Rd.,  N.E. 

RO.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 

TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 

QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

Free  with  your  first  order  of  the  season 
and  to  our  recent  customers 

nr 

Send  $2.00  for  the  catalog,  then  deduct 
it  from  your  first  catalog  order. 

COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  of 
Bob  Brown, 

Don  Denny,  and 

Jim  McWhirter 

—  Send  500  for  catalog  — 

11314  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  CA  95693 

916/687-6134 

COOPER’S  GARDEN 

212  West  County  Road  C 
Roseville,  MN  55113 

COLD-HARDY  IRISES 

Species,  Siberians 
and  Louisianas 

Also  Hemerocallis,  Wild 
Flowers  and  other  perennials 

Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 

COUNTRY  VIEW  GARDENS 

Barb  Gibson 

13253  McKelghan  Road 
Chesaning,  MI  48616 

MDBs  —  Medians  —  TBs 
Specializing  in  Medians.  Send  stamp 
for  descriptive  price  list. 

C.  CRISCOLA  IRIS  GARDEN 

Route  2 ,  Box  1 8 3 

Walla  Walla,  WA  99  362 

600  varieties 
at  reasonable  prices 

Send  stamp  for  price  lisr 

CORDON  BLEU  FARMS 

of 

Bob  Brooks  —  digger 

Ray  Chesnik  —  packer 

Box  2003 

San  Marcos,  CA  92069 

DAYLILIES  for  the  collector.  Many 
colors — tetraploids,  diploids, 
miniatures,  doubles.  Spuria  and 
Louisiana  IRISES. 

Catalog  $1.00 

D.  and  J.  Gardens 

1373  Coventry  Road 
Concord,  CA  94518 

Introductions  of  Joyce  and  Duane  Meek 
See  our  ad  in  the  Spring  Bulletin 

No  catalog  Write  for  prices  of  previous  intros 

DAVID  IRIS  FARM 

Rt.  1,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa  50501 

northern  Grown  Iris 

newer  &  older  varieties— reasonable  prices 
TB— BB— IB— 5DB 

Send  224  stamp  for  list 

Introductory  Special 

The  Cherry  Lane  Gardens  of 

GLENN  F.  CORLEW 

2988  Cherry  Lane 

Walnut  Creek,  California  94596 

Send  50<f  for  catalog 

ENCANTADA  GARDENS 
Ann  Wright 

Rebloomers,  Medians,  TBs 
Catalog  on  request 

Box  542,  Hatch,  NM  87937 
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Specialists  in  Japanese 
Iris.  Price  list  and 
culture  sheet  on  request. 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49033 


GRANDVIEW  IRIS  GARDENS 

(Viola  Schreiner) 


HOLIDAY  SEEDS 

4276  Durham  Circle 
Stone  Mountain,  GA  30083 

Hosta,  Lily,  Iris, 
and  Daylily  seeds. 

10  pkg./$12.50  ppd. 
Shipment  in  January. 
Catalogue  available 
mid-December,  $1.00. 


HUGGINS  FARMS 
IRISES 

Rt.  1,  Box  348 
Hico,  TX  76457 

Over  1 200  varieties  of  bearded 
irises — old  and  new. 


Large  Selection  of  Quality  Irises 
TB,  BB,  IB  and  Aril 
Old  and  new  varieties  to  choose  from 
Reasonable  Prices 


Send  $1.00  for  complete  descriptive 
listing,  refundable  on  first  order. 


Send  stamp  for  catalog 

HC  86  -  Box  91  Bayard.  NE  69334 


HAHN’S  RAINBOW 
IRIS  GARDEN 


200  N.  School 
Desloge,  MO  63601 

Reasonable  prices.  Lots  of  old  and  new 
TBs.  Also  Daylilies.  Catalog  $1.00  (de- 
ductible  from  your  first  order) 

HILDENBRANDT  S  IRIS  GARDENS 

HCR  84,  Box  4 — Lexington,  NE  68850 
Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 

Catalog  on  request,  listing  1000  varieties  of 
SDB,  IB,  BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises.  Also,  Oriental 
Poppies,  Peonies  and  Hostas. 


Iris  lovers  from  West  Germany 
and  Japan  have  purchased  double 
rimmers  for  their  home  areas,  giv¬ 
ing  IRIS  TEST  GARDENS  interna¬ 
tional  recognition. 

Slides  are  available  for  club 
meetings.  Let  us  know  your  wishes 
so  our  set  can  be  sent  on  time.  Cost: 
Return  insured. 

We  have  display  beds  at  our  main 
garden  at  424  S.E.  8th  St.  and  also  at 
our  home.  Chet  Tompkins'  introduc¬ 
tions  are  a  new  feature  for  our  many 
visitors  to  see  for  themselves. 


THE  IRIS  POND 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebloomers 
Siberian  •  JA  •  Species 
Send  $1 .00  for  list 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

731 1  Churchill  Rd..  McLean.  VA  22101 


AUSTIN  &  IONE  MORGAN 

IRIS  TEST  GARDENS 

1010  Highland  Park  Drive 
College  Place,  WA  99324 

Send  50d  for  catalog 
Visitors  welcome — bring  camera. 
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SLUM  IRIS 

fD.  STEVE  VARNER 
N.  State  St.  Rd. 
Route  3,  Box  5 
Monticello,  IL  01856 
Phone  21 7-762-3446 
Hybridizer  and  Grower 

IB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 
Siberian  Irises 
Tetrapioid  Hemeroealiis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 
nursery  only 

Please  send  $1 .00  for  descriptive 
price  list  for  two  years 


J  &  J  IRIS  GARDEN 

4867  Mission  Creek  Road 
Cashmere,  Washington  988 1  5 


KIRKLAND  IRIS  GARDEN 

George  and  Carol  Lankow 
Choice  MEDIAN  and  DWARF  irises. 

Featuring  the  introductions  of 
Carol  Lankow  and  Maybelle  Wright. 
Catalog  on  Request 
725=20  Ave.  West  Kirkland,  WA  98033 


LAURIE’S  GARDEN 

(Lorena  M  Reid) 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy 
Springfield,  Oregon  97477 

Specializing  in;  CALIFORNICAE,  JAP¬ 
ANESE  and  SIBERIAN  Irises.  Also 
grow  many  Cal  Si  bos,  Evansia, 
Laevigatae  and  other  Beardless 
Species  and  Hybrids. 

Descriptive  price  list 
for  stamp  in  May. 


Introductions  of 
Jack  Boushay 

Tails  &  Medians 

THE  J — LOT  GARDENS 
of  Lottie  Ogles 

1 1 56  N.  Main  Joshua,  Texas  76058 

Ph.  817-295-4074 


TOP  QUALITY  IRIS 

From  the  “Top  of  the  World” 

Price  List  on  Request 


GARDENS 


P.O.  Box  19  Boulder,  CO  80306 

Featuring  introductions  from  several 
fine  Colorado  hybridizers. 


REBL00MING  SPECIALIST 

Catalog  listing  of  125  varieties 
also 

Extensive  listing  of  Spring  Bloomers 
Quality  high  -  prices  low 

Send  390  stamp  for  lists  after 
March  1 


KEITH  KEPPEL 

p,0.  BOX  81 73  STOCKTON, CA  95208 

Specializing  in  the  newest 
Tail  Beardeds 
July/August  Shipment 
Catalog  with  pedigrees  available  for  500 


Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions. 

“Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska” 

MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 


m r  $ 
rC  vA> 


vs 


Larry  L.  Harder 
P.0.  Box  278 
Ponca,  Nebraska  68770 


1.1. 


Write  for  free  price  fist 
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LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ken  and  BeSle  Durio 

CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TETRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

OUR  36th  YEAR 
DESCRIPTIVE  CATALOG 
$2.00 


THIS  LIST  INCLUDES  MANY 
EXCITING  NEW  DAYLILIES 
AND  HARD-TO-FIND  BULBS 
AND  RELATED  PLANTS 


COLOR 

CATALOG 

of  Medians  •  TBs  •  Arilbreds 
$1 .00  on  request 

Mid-America  Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 


RT.  7,  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 


P.O.  Box  12982 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73157 


•  RETAIL  AND  WHOLESALE 

•  EXCLUSIVE  “NO  FAULT” 
GUARANTEE 

•  ELEVENTH  ANNIVERSARY 
CATALOG  -  $2.00 


GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 


MIKA 

GARDENS 


Tall  Bearded  Irises 


Quality  rhizomes  grown  in  the  great  San 
Joaquin  Valley.  Reasonable  prices. 

1 544  Schmidt  Road 
Gustine,  CA  95322 

3  miles  off  Interstate  5 
Send  22 0  stamp  for  catalog 


'  ^Gardens 


REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 
Some  MEDIANS. 


1073  BIRD  AVE.,  DEPT.  A 
SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 


J 


Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 
Rt.  4,  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 
Send  stamp  for  price  list. 
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M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 

4828  Jella  Way 
North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 


HHillcr’a  fttanor 
(£ari>enfi 


Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 
3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 
Newest  irises  at  affordable  prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 


n 


MISSION  BELL  GARDENS 

(MELBA  AND  JIM  HAMBLEN) 


Featuring 
Fine  Irises  of 
Recent  Introduction 

TALL  BEARDED 

Catalog  on  request 
No  color 


2778  W.  5600  So.  Roy,  Utah  84067 


NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 

1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

Price  List  on  Request 


MOONSHINE 

GARDENS 

of 

Monty  Bycr* 

P.O.  Boa  1019 
Gleorloke  Oal<6,  CA  Q5423 


Specializing  in  space  agers  and  re¬ 
bloomers.  An  extensive  listing  of 
many  of  the  latest  and  best  TB,  BB, 
MTB,  IB,SDBandMDBirises. 


You’ll  like  the  varietal  information  and 
thepricesinourcatalog.  It’sfree! 


cAlo/ttfc  ‘-Pine  3itis  Qatidens 

Mary  Ferguson 

P.O.  Box  595  Norfolk,  NE  08701 

402/571-8895 

Newer  TB  and  Median  Irises 
For  added  interest  to  your  iris  garden: 

Iris  wind  chimes 
Iris  clapper  for  your 
chimes 

Iris  windsocks,  hand 
painted,  personalized 
Also  Quilled  Iris  cards 
Send  stamp  for  price  list 


<Lv- 


PATAPSCO  VALLEY  IRISES 

specializing  in 

•  miniature  dwarf  bearded 
and 

•  standard  dwarf  bearded  irises 

$  1 .00  for  list, 
refundable  with  first  order 

Linda  and  Steve  Harsy 
16236  Compromise  Court 
Dept.  B.,  Mt.  Airy,  MD  21771 
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OLD  DOUGLAS  PERENNIALS 

6065  Old  Douglas  Rd. 
Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 

Featuring  SIBERIAN  introductions  of  Anna 
Mae  Miller — 'Dancing  Nanou’ — &  1 30  named 
varieties.  Send  stamp  for  price  list 


PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 

of 

HENRY  &  LUELLA  DANIELSON 

425  East  Luna 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

ARIL  AND  ARILBRED  IRISES 
Since  1941 


RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 

1146  W.  Rialto 
Fresno,  CA  93705 

DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 
Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 
And  Reblooming  SDB 

& 

Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 
TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 
List  on  Request 


Also  Tall  Bearded,  Border,  Intermediate 
Standard  Dwarf,  Louisiana,  Siberian, 
Spuria  and  Japanese. 

See  our  ad  in  the  January  Bulletin 
Catalog  $1.00,  then  deduct  it  from 
your  first  order. 

MO 

DE  LA  FLOR  DE  LIS 

A  MOST  UNIQUE  CATALOG 

Dedicated  to  the  history  of  the  Iris 

Color  Illustrations 

Featuring  the  newest  of  the  new 
and  the  best  of  the  old. 

Growing  over  4000  varieties 

Rancho  de  la  Flor  de  Lis 

P.O.  Box  227 
Cerrillos,  NM  87010 

Catalog  $1.00 
Available  April  thru  July 

RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Zula  A.  Hanson 
7124  Riverdale  Road 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55430 
Featuring  an  extensive  list  of  dwarfs  and 
medians.  Send  $1.00  for  our  catalog,  then 
deduct  it  from  your  first  order. 


SCHREINER’S  GARDENS 

3629  QUINABY  RD.,  NE. 
SALEM,  OREGON  97303 

Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors 

GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America's  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 

$2.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 


Back  in  1987 
at  a  new  location 

SHANNON 

GARDENS 

Northfield  Boulevard  (Hwy.  47) 
Post  Office  Box  175 

Northfield,  Minnesota  55057 

Recent  TBs  and  Medians 
Price  list  on  request 


SPRUCE  GARDENS 
RL  2,  Box  101 
Wisner,  NE  68791 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  listing  of 
choice  newer  tall  bearded  irises. 
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3342  W.  Orangewood 
Phoenix,  AZ  85051 

Send  for  our  catalog  listing  of 
TB,  Arilbred,  Median,  Spuria  & 
LA’s.  Guaranteed  quality! 

SKYLINE  FARMS 

Featuring  Beardeds  and  Louisianas 
Send  First  Class  stamp  for  Price  List 
or  wholesale  information. 

List  available  March  through  August. 

Wholesale  on  Beardeds  only  to  legitimate 
dealers  and  local  clubs  for  fund  raising. 
No  wholesale  on  Louisianas. 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford 

Route  3,  Box  162 
Whitewright,  TX  75491-9603 


400  Tall  Bearded 
Varieties 

Descriptive 

Catalog 

$1.00 


SUNSET 

IRIS  GARDEN 

269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 


Sara  Doonan,  Master  Gardener 


SLADE  IRIS  GARDENS 

George  and  Helen  Slade 

Route  5 — Box  1 53A 
Cynthiana,  KY  41031 
Cold  Hardy  Bearded  Irises 
Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 
No  color 


’s 

s-7‘ 

crreen 

Ufiumber 


George  &  Margaret  Sutton 
1940  Antler  Rd.,  Ukiah,  CA  95482 

Send  22(  stamp  for  catalog. 


A 


OLD  &  NEW 

TALL  BEARDED  &  MEDIANS 

Very  reasonable  prices.  Send  $1.00 
for  descriptive  price  list  -  deduct  from 
first  order. 

888  McCaffery  -  Bigfork,  MT  59911 
(406)  837-4653 


PLANT  MARKERS 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 
metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 
and  economical. 

Perfect  for  Iris 

Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  description,  price  list 
and  picture. 

F.  R.  GNRCIH 

37  Oaknoll  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 

1 —  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island:  Mrs.  Kenneth  (Agnes)  Waite,  6  Tow  Path  Lane,  Westfield, 
MA  01 085 

2 —  New  York:  James  Burke,  46  Vincent  St.,  Lackawanna,  NY,  14218. 

3  —  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware:  Ellwood  (Bud)  Maltman,  206  Milltown  Rd., 
Wilmington,  DE  19808. 

4 —  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Car¬ 
olina:  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg,  Box  5691,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
24142 

5  —  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico:  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines, 

P.O.  Box  883,  Rome,  GA  30161 

6  —  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan:  Lynda  Miller,  31 67  E.  US  224,  Ossian,  IN 

46777. 

7  —  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  Albert  Dierckes,  3114  Hulbert  Ave., 

Erlanger,  KY  41018. 

8  —  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin:  Audrey  Machulak,  S.  82  W.  1 2877  Acker  Dr., 

Muskego,  Wl  53150. 

9  —  Illinois:  Brian  J.  Clough,  1 332  N.  Bosworth,  Apt.  5,  Chicago,  IL  60622. 
10 — Louisiana:  Mrs.  James  J.  (Patricia)  Deegan,  833  Hiawatha  Circle, 

Pineville,  LA  71360. 

11  — Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming:  Ronald  A.  Dunn,  2109  S.  5th  West, 

Missoula,  MT  59801 . 

1 2  —  Utah:  Hyram  Ames,  3695  S.  2110  East,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84109. 

13  — Washington,  Oregon  and  Alaska:  Sigrid  Asmus,  4009  24th  Ave.  West, 

Seattle,  WA  98199. 

14  — Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii:  Jean  Erickson,  4036  Trinity 

Dr.,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405. 

15 — Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Howard  Goodrick,  1700  Burr  Oak 
Way,  Hemet,  CA  92343. 

16  — Canada:  Verna  Laurin,  199  Florence  Ave.,  Willowdale,  Ontario,  Canada 

M2N  1G5. 

17  — Texas:  Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Ramona)  Howard,  3303  37th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX 

79413 

18  —  Kansas  and  Missouri:  Elvan  E.  Roderick,  1137  N.  Main  St.,  Desioge, 

MO  63601 . 

19  —  New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island:  Mrs.  Norman  (Marisa)  Noe,  1354  Mal¬ 

lard  Dr.,  Martinsville,  NJ  08836. 

20  — Colorado:  Jess  V.  Quintana,  431  E.  1st  Avenue,  Denver,  CO  80203 

21  —  Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota:  Charles  T.  Claussen, 

Rt.  3,  Box  363,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57106 

22 — Arkansas  and  Oklahoma:  Larry  Stayer,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK 
74145. 

23  — New  Mexico:  David  R.  Hooten,  Box  2133,  Hobbs,  NM  88240 
24 — Alabama  and  Mississippi:  Joe  M.  Langdon,  5605  11th  Ave.,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  AL  35222. 


112 


AZ  AP 


IRIS  JUDGES  LOVE  AZ  AP 

Is  there  anyone  in  the  Iris  world  who  doesn’t  grow  AZ  AP?  This 
vigorous  little  Intermediate  blooms  every  year  over  a  long  season.  It  will 
grow  in  your  garden,  and  it  will  grow  on  you  as  you  experience  its  carefree 

beauty. 

AZ  AP  is  a  free  gift  with  every  order  purchased  from  VARIGAY 

GARDENS. 


ALLAN  ENSMINGER 


RFD  3,  Lincoln,  NE  68505 


to  celebrate 


(MARYOTT  ’87)  $35.00 


(I.  ENSATA) 

JAPANESE 

IRIS 

COLORS 

AND 

PATTERNS 


SEE  ALSO 

INSIDE  BACK  COVER 
AND  TEXT,  PAGE  13 


LORENA  REID  SEEDLINGS 

ALL  FROM  ONE  CROSS,  SEE  PAGE  41 


STRANGER  IN  PARADISE 

(B.  HAGER  70)  PAYNE  AWARD  76 


FROSTBOUND 
(JONNYE  RICH  71) 


HIDENISHIKI  INNERST  #1547-1 

(M.  KAMO) 
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From  the  Desk 
of  the 
President 

James  Rasmussen 


Fiesta  ’87  is  now  history — and  what  a  wonderful  remembrance  of  the 
Phoenix  club  we  have!  Their  hospitality  and  unique  entertainment  will  last  in 
our  minds  for  time  to  come.  These  people  are  blessed  with  a  climate  that 
grows  so  many  plants — all  it  takes  is  their  hard  work  and  that  imported  water! 
The  boutique  at  the  convention  was  a  good  way  for  visitors  to  part  with  some 
of  their  money  for  iris  artifacts  that  traveled  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  Thank 
you,  Phoenix,  for  a  great  time! 

I  would  like  to  emphasize  again  the  idea  I  have  presented  in  the  last  two 
BULLETINS:  there  is  a  need  for  all  of  us  to  get  behind  the  Society’s  activities. 
Voluntarism  is  the  only  way  through  which  we  can  function  to  our  members’ 
expectations.  This  means  giving  of  YOUR  time  and  money  for  the  progress  of 
our  common  interest.  At  the  convention  I  talked  with  Section  Leaders  and 
Regional  Vice  Presidents.  They  agree  that  more  people  should  come  forward 
to  help  each  Section  and  Region  provide  the  ultimate  in  services  to  its 
membership.  Don’t  complain — instead,  pitch  in  and  help!  Remember  our  67 
year  old  heritage  of  people  working  together  to  make  the  Society  what  it  is 
today.  Over  these  many  years,  we  have  grown  in  more  than  numbers,  all 
because  of  people  working  for  the  good  of  irises  and  the  good  of  all  who  love 
them. 

One  of  our  most  outstanding  volunteers  is  Jaymie  Heathcock  who,  after  five 
long  years  of  hard  labor,  is  retiring  from  her  position  as  Publication  Sales 
Director.  Jaymie  has  done  a  terrific  job  of  “minding  the  store”  which,  during 
her  term,  has  grown  to  such  a  size  that  all  of  the  iris  publications  and  items 
such  as  pins,  posters,  pamphlets  etc.  now  fill  more  than  a  two  car  garage.  I 
wish  to  express  my  personal  thanks  to  Jaymie  for  a  tremendous  service  to  the 
AIS. 

Considering  the  great  increase  in  sales  of  iris  items,  we  know  that  interest 
among  members  is  high.  Nevertheless,  statistics  show  that  1 1  %  do  not  renew 
each  year.  If  someone  feels  that  the  AIS  is  not  providing  you  with  something 
that  meets  your  needs  as  a  gardener  or  iris  grower,  we  would  like  to  know. 
Receiving  feedback  from  dissatisfied  members  is  just  as  valuable  to  us  as 
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that  from  satisfied  members.  Only  by  adapting  the  Society  to  the  greatest 
number  of  needs  can  it  stay  alive  and  well  and  continue  to  grow. 

Those  of  you  who  have  been  AIS  members  for  longer  years,  I  would  ask  that 
you  go  out  of  your  way  to  help  new  members  to  become  acquainted  with  your 
knowledge  and  your  iris  collections,  and  above  all,  share  your  enthusiasm 
with  them.  I  would  like  to  ask  all  members  of  AIS  affiliated  clubs  to  work  toward 
increasing  your  number  of  AIS  memberships  within  your  local  group.  Remem¬ 
ber — this  is  OUR  Society.  It’s  OUR  job  to  keep  it  active. 

Finally,  hats  off  to  another  fine  volunteer:  Terry  Aitken  of  Vancouver,  Wash¬ 
ington  is  our  Guest  Editor  for  this  BULLETIN.  Terry  is  an  architect  by  profes¬ 
sion.  His  love  for  irises  is  evident  by  his  work  as  a  hybridizer  and  his  Salmon 
Creek  Gardens.  We  appreciate  his  time  to  produce  this  issue  on  the  subject  of 
Japanese  Iris. 


Annual  Presidential  Letter 
The  American  Iris  Society 
July  1,  1987 

Each  year  the  terms  of  office  expire  for  one-third  of  the  twelve  directors  of 
the  American  Iris  Society,  and  four  are  elected  to  fill  those  positions.  As 
provided  in  the  AIS  bylaws,  a  five-member  Personnel  Committee  recom¬ 
mends  to  the  AIS  Board  of  Directors  candidates  for  nomination  as  directors. 
The  Personnel  Committee  consists  of  two  directors  chosen  by  the  Board  of 
Directors,  two  RVP’s  elected  by  the  Board  of  Counsellors,  and  one  Section 
member  selected  by  the  Section  Advisory  Board. 

As  approved  during  the  spring  1987  meeting  in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  two 
incumbent  directors  eligible  for  additional  terms  were  renominated,  and  in 
addition,  Lillian  Gristwood,  and  Everette  Lineberger  were  nominated  to  com¬ 
plete  the  slate  of  four.  Therefore,  approved  in  accordance  with  the  AIS  bylaws, 
the  nominees  are: 

For  regular  three-year  terms  expiring  in  1990 
Jeane  Stayer 
Phillip  Williams 
Lillian  Gristwood 
Everette  Lineberger 

The  bylaws  provide  that  nominations  may  be  made  by  any  forty  members, 
of  whom  not  more  than  fifteen  may  be  located  in  any  one  region.  Such 
additional  nominations  must  be  received  by  the  AIS  Secretary  on  or  before 
September  1,  1987.  Should  additional  nominations  be  made,  a  ballot  on 
which  all  nominees  are  listed  will  be  mailed  on  or  before  October  1 ,  1 987,  to 
all  AIS  members  and  must  be  received  by  the  AIS  Secretary  or  Election 
Committee  (if  one  is  appointed)  on  or  before  November  1 , 1 987.  If  there  are  no 
nominations  in  addition  to  those  listed  above,  issuance  of  a  ballot  may  be 
omitted. 

JAMES  RASMUSSEN,  President 
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New  Publication  Sales  Director 

Our  new  Publication  Sales  Director  is  Mr.  C.  J.  Lack  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 
C.J.  is  retired  after  31  years  of  service  from  the  Sun  Company  (formerly  Mid 
Continent  DX).  His  most  recent  position  with  the  Sun  Company  was  as 
Maintenance  Superintendent  at  the  Tulsa  Refinery.  While  employed  by  the 
Sun  Company,  he  was  transferred  to  Liberia  for  4V2  years  which  was  quite  an 
experience  according  to  C.J.  Prior  to  joining  the  Sun  Company,  C.J.  worked  in 
the  Shipyards  at  Richmond,  California  for  6  years. 

Although  born  in  Arkansas,  his  parents  moved  while  he  was  quite  young  to 
Oklahoma,  where  he  grew  up  and  received  his  education. 

C.J.  is  very  active  in  the  Tulsa  Area  Iris  Society  having  joined  in  1962, 
missing  the  honor  of  Charter  Member  status  by  just  one  meeting,  when  the 
Society  was  just  beginning.  He  has  been  growing  irises  since  1957  and 
entered  his  first  show  that  same  year.  He  has  been  a  member  of  AIS  since 
1964. 

Many  of  you  who  attended  the  Tulsa  Convention  in  1 980  will  remember  C.J. 
and  his  wife  Kitty  from  their  beautifully  terraced  garden  which  was  on  the  first 
day’s  tour  schedule. 


AIS  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 


Annual . 

. $  9.50 

Sustaining . 

. $20.00 

Triennial  . . 

. 23.75 

Research . 

. 47.50 

Family . . 

. .  11.50 

Life  . 

.  190.00 

Family  Triennial  . 

. 28.50 

Family  Life . 

.  237.50 

Youth  Member,  with  others  of  family  as  members  . 

. 2.00 

Youth  Members,  with  not  others  of  family  as  members  . . . 

. 3.25 

SECTION  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

single 

annual 

single 

triennial 

family 

annual 

family 

triennial 

Median  Iris  Society  . 

.  .  .  5.50 

15.00 

8.00 

22.50 

Society  for  Siberian  Irises  . . 

.  .  .  2.50 

6.50 

3.00 

7.50 

Spuria  Iris  Society . . . 

.  .  .  3.00 

7.00 

3.50 

8.00 

Society  for  Japanese  Irises . 

.  .  .  3.50 

9.00 

4.00 

10.50 

Reblooming  Iris  Society . 

.  .  .  3.00 

7.50 

4.00 

10.00 

Society  for  Pacific  Coast 

Native  Iris  . 

.  .  .  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

Species  Iris  Group  of 

North  America  . 

.  .  .  3.50 

9.00 

4.50 

10.50 

Louisiana  Iris  Society  of  America . 

.  .  .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Dwarf  Iris  Society  . 

.  .  .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Membership  in  AIS  sections  is  open  to  all  AIS  members.  Payment  may  be 
made  directly  to  the  Section,  or  may  be  made  payable  to  the  American  Iris 
Society  and  sent  to  AIS  Membership  Secretary,  Carol  Ramsey,  6518 
Beachy  Ave.,  Wichita,  KS  67206 
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AIS  SALES  ITEMS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES . $15.00 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  6"  x  9"  hard  bound 
cloth  cover. 


HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS . .  complete  . . .  $5.00 

pages  only. . .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 
pages. 

IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS  . . . Packet  of  6,  $10.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  1 1"  x  16". 

AIS  LAPEL  PINS  . . . $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  W  x  5/s"  with  safety  lock  catch. 

TWO  RARE  IRIS  PRINTS  . . . each  $6.00;  both  for  $1 1 .00 


Suitable  for  framing.  Color  reproductions  of  original  art  work  done  for  the  New  York 
Botanical  Garden  in  1929.  See  illustration,  in  Spring  1978  Bulletin,  page  59.  Proceeds 
from  sale  of  prints  will  be  used  to  support  the  work  of  the  AIS  Historical  Committee. 

BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE . . . .  each  $1 .25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32-page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single 
issue  or  quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 

IRISES  FOR  EVERYONE  . . . . . . . . . . packet  of  10,  $2.00 

A  24  page,  5W  x  8V2"  full  color  booklet  promoting  irises  and  the  iris  society.  Use  for 
gifts  or  souvenirs  or  as  a  resale  moneymaker  for  your  society.  First  Printing. 

IRIS  POST  CARDS . . .  Packet  $2.00;  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 


1983  MEMBERSHIP  LIST . $4.50 

1969  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . . . $15.00 


Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1960-69. 


1979  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . . . . . .  $12.00 

Hardbound.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-79,  complete  awards  listing 
1960-79. 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS— 


1977  . 

. $2.00 

1978  . 

. $3.50 

1979  . 

. .  $3.50 

1982  . . .  .  . 

. $3.50 

BULLETINS:  Back  issues,  if  available 
BULLETIN  1  (Reprint)  . 


1983  . 

. $3.50 

1984  . 

. $3.50 

1985  . . 

.........  $4.00 

1986  . 

. $4.00 

$2.50 

$1.50 


BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  . . . .  $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show 
prizes,  and  special  awards. 


RHS  COLOUR  CHART . . . . . .  . . .  $36.00 

Set  of  four  color  fans,  plus  instruction  leaflet. 


AIS  SEALS . Pack— $2.50;  5  Packs— $10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue  and  green  on  a 
silver  background.  (50  per  pack) 

Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 
Send  order  to  C.  J.  Lack,  718  West  67th  Street,  Tulsa,  OK  74132 
Phone  (918)  445-2222 
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Extended  Bloom  On  Tall  Bearded  Irises 

Terry  Aitken,  Washington 

Much  recent  discussion  on  evaluating  irises  has  centered  on  extending  the 
bloom  time.  This  may  be  accomplished  in  many  ways.  One  way  is  to  work  with 
plants  having  triple  sockets  and  flowers  which  open  in  sequence.  The  very 
best  in  our  garden  for  this  purpose  is  PARADISE,  which  sports  triple  sockets 
all  the  way  down  the  stem. 

Another  method  is  through  multiple  branching.  Most  consistent  for  us,  with 
four  plus  branches,  is  EVERYTHING  PLUS,  which  even  carries  ‘spurs’  on  its 
lower  branches. 

A  third  ‘high  bud  count’  method  can  be  achieved  through  multiple  bloom- 
stalks.  Here  again,  EVERYTHING  PLUS  doesn’t  hesitate  to  send  up  three,  five 
or  seven  stems  with  its  enormous  vigor.  OLYMPIAD  and  BEVERLY  SILLS  are 
other  contenders  in  this  category. 

Plants  exhibiting  both  four  branches  and  triple  top  sockets  include  PE¬ 
KING  SUMMER  and  SUNSHINE  EXPRESS.  Many  plants,  like  BEVERLY 
SILLS,  carry  a  third  socket  or  spur  on  the  lower  branch. 

Guest  Editor-Terry  Aitken — Washington 

Taking  on  the  task  of  editing  The  Bulletin  has  been  both  an  honor,  an 
exciting  challenge  and  an  opportunity  to  try  my  hand  at  editing  a  major 
publication.  My  background  as  a  Regional  Editor  and  my  graphic  work  with 
color  ads  in  The  Bulletin  have  provided  me  with  enough  logistical  experience 
to  appreciate  the  task  that  lay  ahead.  When  I  received  the  call  from  Jim 
Rasmussen,  my  instant  response  was  “yes”.  Before  the  call  was  completed, 
the  theme  was  established  and  I  had  a  rough  outline  in  mind. 

In  the  weeks  that  followed,  letters  were  circulated  to  as  many  known 
sources  of  Japanese  iris  information  as  I  could  glean  from  available  publica¬ 
tions.  Return  responses  to  my  call  for  articles  and  pictures  was  quick  and 
positive,  to  the  point  that  I  must  apologize  to  those  who  sent  material  that  did 
not  get  used.  Responses  were  gratifying  to  say  the  least. 

Later  on  into  the  assembly  stage,  I  received  a  letter  from  John  Coble 
proposing  the  use  of  color  illustrations.  This  idea  fell  on  a  very  receptive  mind, 
and  across  the  continent  a  phone  call  quickly  drew  together  a  fund  raising 
plan  to  buy  color  space  in  the  Bulletin.  Four  days  later,  John  called  back  with  a 
list  of  donations  adequate  to  run  two  color  pages.  Thank  you,  John,  for  your 
initiative  in  this  worthwhile  project.  Also,  many  thanks  to  the  following  contrib¬ 
utors:  Lorena  Reid,  Sterling  Innerst,  Adolph  Vogt,  Bill  Ackerman,  Jill 
Copeland,  Don  Delmez,  Summerville  Iris  Society,  Terry  Aitken,  Ensata  Gar¬ 
dens,  Currier  McEwen,  Al  Rogers. 

This  Bulletin  has  been  a  ‘team  effort’,  with  the  very  capable  assistance  of 
my  wife,  Barbara,  who  has  helped  enormously  in  critiquing  submitted  mate¬ 
rial,  proofing,  editing  and  typing  articles. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  executive  members  of  the  American  Iris  Society  for 
their  confidence,  encouragement  and  co-operation  in  putting  together  the 
July  Bulletin. 
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EDO,  HIGO  OR  ISE? 

(A  Short  History  of  Japanese  Iris  Cultivation) 

Anna  Mae  Miller,  Michigan 
Robert  Bauer,  Michigan 

Iris  ensata  (formerly  I.  kaempferi),  native  to  Japan  and  eastern  Asia,  proba¬ 
bly  came  under  cultivation  in  the  sixteenth  century  about  the  same  time  as 
sophisticated  gardens  were  first  being  built  in  Japan.  The  wild  form  found 
presently  in  Japan  is  simple  in  form  with  three  narrow,  drooping  falls  ranging  in 
color  from  purple  to  violet.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  before  agriculture 
encroached  upon  the  Asaka  marshes  near  Tokyo,  there  existed  many  natural 
variants  not  found  today. 

The  present  day  Japanese  irises  were  developed  from  the  single  violet 
(three  petal)  specie  native  to  the  marshes  of  Japan.  The  Japanese  people 
have  cultivated  and  hybridized  them  for  five  hundred  years.  On  May  5th,  at  the 
Boy’s  Festival,  Japanese  irises  or  HANASHOBU  are  hung  at  the  eaves  of  the 
houses,  as  a  means  of  warding  off  evil  spirits,  and  placed  in  public  baths  to 
perfume  the  water,  and  in  the  sake. 

Tokyo  became  a  center  for  hybridization  of  Japanese  irises,  and  the  irises 
developed  there  have  a  smart  distinction  reflecting  the  tastes  of  a  wealthy 
merchant  class.  A  major  hybridizer  was  Matsudaira  Shoo  (1 773-1 856)  who, 
with  his  father,  collected  seed  from  the  wild  variants  and  in  three-four  genera¬ 
tions  was  able  to  produce  a  large  double  in  the  seedlings.  This  was  consid¬ 
ered  quite  a  feat.  Handsome  contrasting  colors  in  veining,  splashing  and 
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edging  in  the  petals  and  styles  were  admired.  Flowers  were  broad  and  flat, 
single,  double,  and  peony  type  with  overlapping  petals  of  heavy  substance. 
These  flowers  were  field  grown  and  had  to  withstand  the  rigors  of  the  out¬ 
doors.  By  1 755  many  hundred  varieties  had  been  created  and  the  Tokyo  area 
saw  the  development  of  large  gardens  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
different  varieties.  The  gardens  charged  admission  for  the  general  public  to 
view  the  flower  fields  which  were  flooded  during  bloom  season  to  enhance 
the  effect.  These  irises  came  to  be  known  as  EDO  varieties,  Edo  being  the  old 
name  of  Tokyo. 

Around  1 850,  the  HIGO  strain  began  to  be  developed  from  a  large  number 
of  Edo  varieties,  selectively  bred  in  the  Kumamoto  Prefecture.  Due  to  the 
heavy  rains,  the  irises  were  raised  in  pots  to  be  brought  indoors  during  bloom 
season.  A  traditional  method  of  display  was  on  a  bamboo  mat,  spread  with  a 
scarlet  cloth,  against  a  gold  screen.  Irises  were  selected  for  color  and  form 
which  harmonized  with  these  surroundings.  White  and  strong  self-colors 
were  particularly  pleasing,  but  pale  colors  or  strongly  marked  patterns  were 
thought  to  be  inharmonious.  Competition  was  keen  with  seedlings  jealously 
guarded — neither  seeds  nor  plants  were  shared  with  friends  or  even  relatives. 
However,  this  ban  was  broken  in  1914  when  Nishida  Nebutsume  began 
selling  and  exporting  plants  to  Europe  and  America. 

The  dashing  Edo  and  noble  Higo  varieties  with  their  large  blooms  of  heavy 
substance  seem  musculine  in  comparison  to  the  ISE  varieties.  The  Ise  strain 
began  development  around  1800  in  the  Ise-Matsuzaka  district  on  Honshu, 
and  is  associated  with  religious  shrines.  The  flower  must  have  three  falls  that 
are  broad,  overlapping  and  hang  downward.  The  standards  must  be  erect,  at 
a  pleasing  angle,  and  the  style  crests  finely  serrated  to  give  the  bloom  a 
feeling  of  delicacy.  Colors  are  pale,  pink  being  a  favorite.  Like  the  Higo  strain, 
the  blossoms  are  to  be  appreciated  indoors  and  often  do  not  have  enough 
substance  to  be  good  garden  plants.  They  are  said  to  have  the  grace  of  a 
young  woman  of  noble  birth. 

Few  ISE  strain  varieties  are  grown  in  the  West.  EDO  and  HIGO  strains  have 
been  mixed  by  western  hybridizers  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  a  wide  variety  of 
good  garden  plants. 

Leonard  Joerg  and  Hallock  and  Thorpe  brought  Japanese  irises  to  Long 
Island  in  the  1 870’s  and  1 880’s.  These  collections  later  passed  into  the  hands 
of  John  Lewis  Childs.  He  was  a  master  advertiser,  and  sold  countless  thou¬ 
sands  of  plants  across  the  United  States.  In  1929,  Child’s  Flower  Field,  Long 
Island,  N.Y.,  had  about  twenty  acres  of  Japanese  irises.  Most  plants  sold  did 
not  last  many  years,  either  due  to  wrong  type  of  soil  or  lack  of  knowledge  on 
how  to  care  for  them,  and  eventually  the  public  interest  turned  more  to 
bearded  irises  which  seemed  easier  to  grow. 

In  Kalamazoo,  Arthur  Hazzard  began  growing  seven  varieties  of  Japanese 
irises  obtained  from  Child’s  Nursery  of  Long  Island  in  1926.  He  began 
hybridizing  when  he  retired  in  1957  and  eventually  introduced  ninety  vari¬ 
eties,  with  many  achieving  the  top  Payne  Award  in  the  American  Iris  Society. 
Some  of  his  varieties  that  have  become  favorites  are  NUMAZU,  PRAIRIE 


11 


DELIGHT,  PRAIRIE  MANTLE,  PRAIRIE  SAPPHIRE,  PRAIRIE  TWILIGHT  and 
WHITE  CHIFFON. 


In  the  1930’s  W.  Arlie  Payne  of  Terre  Haute,  Indians,  a  landscape  architect 
and  nurseryman,  began  hybridizing  with  ten  imported  EDO  varieties.  He  line 
bred  these  for  forty  years  before  beginning  to  introduce  1 70  varieties.  Many  of 
these  are  still  very  popular  with  growers,  such  as  IMMACULATE  GLITTER, 
GLITTER  AND  GLAMOUR,  MILADY’S  FAN,  SKY  AND  WATER,  STRUT  AND 
FLOURISH.  The  Payne  Award  was  established  in  his  memory  by  the  Jap¬ 
anese  Iris  Society  and  goes  to  the  Award  of  Merit  winner  with  at  least  ten 
votes. 

Walter  Marx  of  Boring,  Oregon  imported  HIGOS  which  he  hybridized  and 
introduced  as  Marhigo  varieties,  many  of  which  were  sold  as  seedling  strains 
in  the  late  1 940’s  through  the  1 970’s.  Marx  published  a  beautiful  color  catalog 
showing  these  irises,  which  did  a  lot  to  increase  their  popularity.  Some  of  his 
varieties  still  popular  today  include  GAY  GALLANT,  KNIGHT  IN  ARMOR, 
FROSTED  PYRAMID  and  FLYING  TIGER. 


MARX  GARDEN,  BORING,  OREGON,  1967 
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Color  Patterns  and  Textures  in  Japanese  Irises 

Terry  Aitken,  Washington 

My  first  impression  of  a  Japanese  iris  show  was  one  of  bewilderment  and 
awe — so  different  in  scale  from  bearded  iris  shows.  Unique  colors  and 
patterns  are  presented  on  gargantuan  stalks.  (There  is  a  need  for  short  or  low 
tables  at  Japanese  iris  shows,  so  that  one  may  look  down  upon  the  blooms,  as 
when  seen  outdoors.) 

I  was  amazed  at  the  unique  patterns  available,  complicated  by  overlays  of 
different  patterns.  I  understand  that  John  Coble  and  Bob  Bauer  have  taken  on 
the  assignment  of  standardizing  descriptions  of  patterns  in  a  future  report. 
Therefore,  I  apologize  in  advance  if  this  compounds  their  problem,  but  now  is 
the  time,  and  this  is  the  place  to  present  color  variants.  See  inside  of  the  front 
and  back  covers. 

In  addition  to  colors  and  patterns,  we  are  observing  some  textural  variation. 
The  above  photo  illustrates  a  puffing  up  of  the  petal  surface  between  veins, 
giving  a  ‘quilted’  texture.  HIDENISHIKI  (see  inside  cover)  appears  to  have  a 
rough  or  sanded  texture  quite  in  harmony  with  the  pattern. 
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Color  descriptions  of  Japanese  irises  are  as  exotic  as  the  real  thing,  and 
just  as  varied.  Referring  to  the  color  photos  on  the  inside  of  the  front  cover,  we 
first  see  Lorena  Reid’s  seedlings,  all  from  the  same  cross,  which  illustrates  the 
diversity  of  color,  pattern  and  size,  even  within  the  limits  of  a  single  seedpod! 
(Please  refer  to  Lorena  Reid’s  article  on  Page  41 .) 

STRANGER  IN  PARADISE  gives  us  a  ‘white  flash'  on  a  raspberry  red 
ground  color. 

FROSTBOUND  is  a  deep  violet  with  ’white  wire  rims'. 

HIDENISHIKI  is  rich  red  violet  with  white  ‘flecks’,  ‘speckles’,  ‘spritzes’  (See 
Sterling  Innerst’s  on  page  21 ,  GRAPE  FIZZ.)  Some  varieties  of  this  type  have 
several  different  shades  of  a  color  and  are  referred  to  as  ‘marbled’. 

INNERST  #1547-1  has  a  light  violet  ground  with  ‘darker  veins  and  sanding’ 
and  a  darker  rim,  possibly  a  banded  or  plicata  pattern. 

Additional  color  photographs  inside  the  back  cover  illustrate  the  following 
patterns: 

INNERST  #1537-1  could  be  referred  to  as  a  pink  plicata  with  white  ground. 

AITKEN  SEEDLING  #82J8-1  could  be  described  as  a  white  ground 
‘brushed’  violet. 

CONFETTI  SHOWER  is  a  ‘white  ground’,  ‘sanded’  violet,  deepening  at 
petal  edges.  Dark  stylearms  add  distinction. 

BENI-RENGE  is  a  nine  petal  variety  with  a  ‘wash’  of  red-violet. 

SILVER  CASCADE  illustrates  a  striking  contrast  between  the  blue  violet 
ground  and  the  white  ‘rays’  which  stop  short  of  the  petal  edges,  giving  a 
‘banded’  effect. 

ENDURING  PINK  FROST  shows  the  intense  color  of  pink  in  the  stylearms, 
while  the  three  petals  are  pale  pink  with  darker  pink  veins. 

Of  course,  in  addition  to  the  patterns  illustrated,  there  are  also  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  ‘self’  colors  ranging  from  pure  white  through  deep  blue-black  and 
pinks. 

Another  distinction  between  the  illustrated  irises  are  that  they  have  three, 
six  and  nine  petal  variations.  A  three  petal  example  is  ENDURING  PINK 
FROST.  STRANGER  IN  PARADISE  and  FROSTBOUND  show  small  stan¬ 
dards,  but  are  still  considered  three  petal  types.  The  remaining  color  illustra¬ 
tions  are  full  six  petal  types,  with  the  exception  of  BENI-RENGE,  which  has 
nine  petals.  (There  are  even  a  few  ‘peony  types’  of  Japanese  irises  with  twelve 
petals,  although  not  in  these  illustrations.) 
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Japanese  Iris  Culture 

Ben  Hager,  California 


Japanese  irises  are  easy  to  grow  in  most  areas  and  respond  with  a  spec¬ 
tacular  season  of  bloom  in  the  late  spring  if  a  few  basic  requirements  are  met. 

Soil  with  an  acid  pH  is  the  most  essential  requisite.  Alkaline  soils  can  be 
made  habitable  by  the  incorporation  of  one  pound  of  soil  sulphur  per  one 
hundred  square  feet  of  bed,  and  liberal  supplies  of  rich  humus.  Acidity  levels 
can  be  maintained  by  adding  various  forms  of  iron  to  the  soil.  (Spraying  with 
iron  solutions  when,  and  if,  plants  show  chlorosis  (foliage  yellowing)  in  the 
spring  will  bring  back  the  healthy  green  color,  but  the  soil  pH  should  be 
corrected  for  the  continuing  health  of  the  plants).  Chelated  iron  products  are 
the  most  beneficial  as  they  break  down  slowly,  spreading  benefits  over  a 
longer  time-span.  Mulching  with  high  acid  materials  such  as  pine  needles  or 
oak  leaves  is  an  effective  maintainance  procedure.  The  alkalinity  of  irrigation 
water  can  also  be  counteracted  by  the  use  of  these  materials. 

Do  not  use  chemical  (commercial)  fertilizers  or  manures  when  planting  the 
new  plants.  After  the  plants  are  established  and  have  made  new  vigorous  root 
growth,  fertilizers  are  important,  but  they  seem  to  inhibit  the  establishment  of 
new  plants. 

Heavy  soils  are  preferred  by  the  Japanese  irises,  but  lighter  soils  will  grow 
good  plants  if  enough  rich  humus  material  is  added. 

For  abundant  bloom  and  flower  size,  Japanese  irises  should  be  supplied 
with  plenty  of  moisture  from  the  time  they  start  their  spring  arousal  from 
dormancy  through  bloom  period,  and  for  four  to  six  weeks  afterwards.  For  the 
remainder  of  the  summer,  minimal  soil  moisture  is  adequate,  but  the  soil 
should  never  dry  out  completely.  Again  in  the  early  fall,  two  or  three  good 
irrigations  will  activate  the  fall  root  growth.  Root  growth  during  this  period  will 
serve  the  plant  during  the  following  winter  and  spring  seasons,  providing  the 
plant  with  moisture  and  carrying  the  nutrients  stored  in  the  rhizome  during  the 
previous  late  spring  plant  growth  up  into  the  expanding  plant  and  flower 
buds.  Another  round  of  root  growth  occurs  before  bloom  time,  so  that  these 
roots  are  mature  enough  to  actively  supply  the  new  increase  with  food  for 
storage  and  growth  as  soon  as  the  pressures  of  bloom  season  are  over.  At  this 
time  bloom  buds  begin  development  and  most  of  the  food  for  next  spring  is 
stored  in  the  rhizome.  The  new  plants  then  go  into  semi-dormancy  for  the 
summer  months  and  until  it  is  time  for  the  fall  root  growth  to  start  the  whole 
procedure  over  again. 

Moderate  applications  of  fertilizer  and  manure  mulching  should  be  made 
at  the  beginning  of  these  root  growth  periods.  It  takes  four  to  six  weeks  for  the 
eliments  in  fertilizers  to  become  available  to  plants,  so  the  applications 
should  be  made  three  to  four  weeks  in  advance  of  spring  bloom  and  about  the 
same  period  in  advance  of  fall  root  growth  initiation. 
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Japanese  irises  (in  fact,  all  beardless  irises)  should  only  be  transplanted  at 
the  time  of  this  root  growth  period.  In  the  home  garden  situation  these  irises 
can  be  transplanted  immediately  after  bloom,  coincidental  with  spring  root 
growth.  Commercially  this  is  not  possible  due  to  the  narrow  time-space  of  the 
event  and  the  wide  seasonal  differences  between  areas.  The  autumn  root 
growth.  Commercially  this  is  not  possible  due  to  the  narrow  time-space  of  the 
new  growth,  but  are  slowing  down  for  the  complete  dormant  period.  This, 
therefore,  is  the  preferred  period  for  shipping  Japanese  irises  commercially. 


IRIS  ON  LEFT  WAS  GROWN  IN  WATER 
IRIS  ON  RIGHT  WAS  IN  SOIL 
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Growing  Japanese  Irises  In  Kentucky 

Adolph  Vogt,  Kentucky 


Japanese  irises  are  not  difficult  to  grow,  but  their  culture  is  different  from  the 
average  perennial.  Their  requirements  are  simple — an  enriched,  slightly  acid 
soil  and  an  abundance  of  moisture. 

The  soil  in  this  area  is  a  heavy  red  clay.  Due  to  years  of  cultivation,  the  soil  in 
the  garden  where  the  Japanese  irises  are  growing  is  now  a  light  brown.  Six  to 
ten  feet  below  the  surface  is  solid  limestone.  The  normal  pH  is  about  7 
(neutral).  By  tilling  in  oak  leaves  and  using  ferrous  sulphate  and  sulphur,  most 
of  the  area  where  the  Japanese  irises  are  growing  is  slightly  acid. 

If  light  streaks  appear  in  the  iris  foilage,  the  plant  is  sprinkled  with  a  ferrous 
sulphate  solution  of  about  one  ounce  of  ferrous  sulphate  granules  dissolved 
in  one  gallon  of  water.  The  plant  is  drenched  weekly  until  the  color  improves. 

If  the  annual  rain  fall  of  thirty  to  forty  inches  is  evenly  distributed,  this  is 
sufficient  for  good  growth.  Additional  water  is  applied  if  it  does  not  rain  for  two 
or  three  weeks. 

To  conserve  moisture,  the  Japanese  irises  are  planted  in  about  a  two  inch 
depression.  This  keeps  the  roots  deep  in  the  ground  so  they  get  a  little  more 
moisture  between  rains.  Also,  this  saucer  shaped  depression  collects  water 
during  a  rain  and  prevents  run  off  when  watering  with  a  hose.  They  grow  their 
best  when  the  water  table  is  six  to  twelve  inches  below  the  surface. 

Plastic  children’s  pools  are  used  extensively  to  stimulate  and  improve  root 
growth.  Any  plant  that  is  not  growing  well  is  placed  in  a  IV 2  inch  plastic  pot 
which  is  placed  in  these  pools.  The  pools  are  also  used  for  increasing  plants 
from  small  divisions.  Anyone  can  grow  Japanese  irises  in  these  pots  in  plastic 
pools,  since  you  have  complete  control  of  the  soil  and  water.  Any  alkalies  in 
the  soil  or  water  can  be  neutralized  with  ferrous  sulphate. 

My  potting  soil  is  one  part  garden  soil  and  one  part  (garden  store)  cow 
manure.  Do  not  use  commercial  fertilizer  in  the  potting  mix  as  this,  with  the 
excessive  moisture,  will  rot  the  new  growth.  Use  high  nitrogen  fertilizer  only 
when  the  plants  have  developed  a  good  root  system. 

Plants  received  a  month  before  frost  are  potted  and  placed  in  pools  to 
improve  their  root  system  before  planting  in  the  garden.  Once  the  root  system 
is  well  established,  they  can  be  removed  from  the  pots  without  disturbing  the 
roots  and  planted  in  the  garden  at  any  time  of  the  year  that  the  ground  can  be 
worked. 

Japanese  irises  kept  in  pots  over  the  winter  must  be  buried  in  the  ground 
and  mulched,  as  a  quick  freeze  and  thaw  can  destroy  the  roots.  Plants 
received  after  the  growing  season  are  planted  in  a  three  inch  depression  and 
covered  with  six  inches  of  leaves  to  keep  them  from  heaving.  If  they  do  not 
grow  well  the  next  spring,  they  are  potted  and  placed  in  a  plastic  pool. 

Every  three  to  four  years  the  Japanese  irises  should  be  removed,  divided 
and  replanted.  The  rhizomes  rise  a  little  closer  to  the  surface  each  year,  and 
after  about  three  years  will  not  receive  sufficient  moisture  to  grow  new  roots. 
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This  is  why  a  nice,  established  plant  may  become  smaller  and  disappear.  If, 
due  to  insufficient  moisture,  the  root  growth  stops,  then  it  will  require  the  high 
moisture  of  the  pool  to  start  them  growing  again. 

After  the  first  frost  the  foliage  is  cut  off  about  six  inches  above  ground  level. 
This  six  inch  stubble  helps  to  keep  the  leaf  mulch  in  place.  This  leaf  mulch  will 
keep  them  damp  all  winter  and  act  as  an  insulating  blanket  to  protect  the 
early  growth  from  a  late  freeze.  If  the  new  spring  growth  pushes  up  the  leaves, 
they  are  parted  to  help  the  growth  through.  However,  the  leaf  mulch  is  left  in 
place  during  the  growing  season  to  conserve  moisture  and  prevent  weed 
growth. 

A  soluble  fertilizer  such  as  RA-PID-GRO  (two  tablespoons  per  gallon  of 
water)  is  applied  early  in  the  spring  just  as  the  irises  start  to  grow.  An 
application  of  azalea  fertilizer  is  provided  after  they  bloom  to  improve  the 
growth  and  bloom  for  the  following  year.  A  systemic  insecticide  is  used  to 
control  borers,  bugs  and  caterpillars. 

Anyone  can  grow  Japanese  irises — try  a  few! 

Growing  Japanese  Irises 
In  An  Alkaline  Environment 
John  W.  Wood,  North  Carolina 

If  you  do  not  have  acid  soil  in  which  to  grow  Japanese  irises,  the  problem  is 
easily  solved.  Purchase  a  five  foot  diameter  child’s  wading  pool.  Excavate  soil 
and  sink  the  pool  into  the  ground  so  the  rim  of  the  pool  is  about  an  inch  or  so 
above  ground  level.  Scatter  charcoal  briquets  on  the  bottom  of  the  pool. 
(These  will  keep  the  water  resevoir  in  the  bottom  of  the  pool  from  becoming 
stagnant  and  souring.)  Cover  the  briquets  with  a  layer  of  acid  topsoil,  made 
by  adding  soil  sulphur,  aluminum  sulfate  (alum)  or  magnesium  sulfate  (ep- 
som  salts).  Fill  the  remainder  of  the  pool  to  within  two  inches  of  the  top  with 
acid  topsoil  to  which  cow  manure,  peatmoss,  or  other  acid  forming  humus 
has  been  incorporated.  The  top  two  inches  are  for  mulch.  (Before  sinking  the 
pool  into  the  ground,  drill  or  cut  eight  to  ten  one  quarter  inch  holes  equidistant 
around  the  pool,  one  quarter  of  the  distance  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  pool.) 
This  establishes  a  water  table  and  allows  for  control  of  the  moisture  made 
available  to  the  irises. 

You  now  have  an  area  that  will  accommodate  twelve  to  fifteen  Japanese 
irises.  Once  the  irises  are  established,  an  occasional  sprinkling  of  an  acid 
type  fertilizer  can  be  spread  on  the  mulch  and  watered  in.  A  planting  of  this 
type  is  good  for  three  years  and  will  afford  a  spot  of  beauty  as  well  as  great 
satisfaction.  After  three  years  the  plants  will  need  to  be  lifted,  divided  and 
replanted. 

For  those  of  you  who  venture  into  this  project,  remember  when  the  foliage 
dies  down  in  the  fall  to  cut  it  back  to  six  or  eight  inches  and  mulch  with  a  type 
of  mulch  that  doesn’t  pack  down.  This  creates  a  neat  area  with  no  unsightly 
dead  foliage,  and  you  will  be  well  rewarded  come  spring  when  the  plants 
emerge,  grow  and  put  on  a  display  of  bloom  that  is  simply  breathtaking! 
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Influence  of  Pond  Culture 

John  W.  Wood,  North  Carolina 


Some  people  believe  that  Japanese  irises  must  have  water  to  grow  in. 
However,  this  is  not  true.  I  have  been  experimenting  with  growing  Japanese 
irises  in  water  in  a  pond  and  have  made  some  interesting  observations. 
During  the  winter  the  irises  have  eight  to  ten  inches  of  water  over  them.  In  the 
spring  this  water  level  is  drawn  down  to  two  or  three  inches  to  encourage 
growth.  Even  so,  they  are  three  to  four  weeks  later  emerging  relative  to  those 
planted  on  the  perimeter  of  the  pond.  Those  in  the  pond  also  bloom  at  least 
three  weeks  later  (which  does  extend  the  bloom  season).  Increase  is  much 
less  when  grown  in  water,  and  flowers  tend  to  be  smaller.  Temperatures  in  this 
area  during  the  winter  seldom  dip  below  1 5°-2 0°  F  overnight,  warming  to  well 
above  freezing  during  the  daylight  hours.  This  freezing  and  thawing  will  heave 
plants  in  wet  soil  (around  the  pond  perimeter),  so  three  to  five  inches  of  mulch 
is  necessary.  There  is  no  problem  with  heaving  with  those  plants  grown  under 
water. 
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Japanese  Irises — Ten  I  Recommend 

Sterling  Innerst,  Pennsylvania 


Twenty  years  ago  when  I  first  was  introduced  to  Japanese  irises  I  thought 
everyone  should  grow  them  for  their  dramatic  garden  presence.  I  still  do! 
There  is  nothing  as  awesome  as  a  clump  of  Japanese  irises  fluttering  in  the 
sun,  exhibiting  their  delicate  colors  so  boldly.  I  grow  approximately  two 
hundred  Japanese  irises.  The  ones  mentioned  in  this  article  are  some  that  I 
consider  to  be  the  best. 

The  most  thrilling  newer  Japanese  iris  I  have  found  recently  is  FRECKLED 
GEISHA  (Reid  ’81 ).  Its  regal  bearing  in  the  garden  is  most  commanding.  It  is  a 
double  ruffled  white  with  a  fine  edging  of  maroon,  and  ‘spritzes’  of  mauve  and 
wine  added.  Garden  impression  is  white  with  pink.  It  can  have  two  branches 
with  five  buds,  and  blooms  for  four  weeks  here.  It  was  Queen  of  our  beardless 
show  and  is  striking  under  lights.  (Not  all  irises  show  to  advantage  in  artificial 
lights.)  It  is  tall  and  an  excellent  grower. 

DANCING  WAVES  (Payne  ’62)  is  impressive!  It  is  an  extremely  full,  round, 
double  mulberry  purple  with  violet  halo  and  veins.  A  fine  white  edging 
accents  the  whole.  Although  I  am  not  fond  of  the  style  of  branching  pos¬ 
sessed  by  DANCING  WAVES,  its  other  qualities  are  overwhelming.  Very  tall 
and  vigorous,  it  will  branch  and  carry  several  buds,  so  has  a  nice  long  bloom 
season.  Foliage  is  broad  and  upright,  making  an  attractive  clump  out  of 
bloom  also. 

HUE  AND  CRY  (Maddock  70)  is  a  fresh,  sparkling  double  wine-red,  boldly 
veined  purest  white,  with  white  area  around  golden  signals.  It  is  exceedingly 
bright  and  alert  in  the  garden,  and  I  have  attempted  to  have  several  clumps 
spread  around,  as  it  seems  to  enhance  the  appearance  of  the  plants  around 
it. 

DRIVEN  SNOW  (Marx  ’60)  is  a  pure  white,  ruffled  double  with  extremely 
sturdy  substance.  I  keep  acquiring  whites  as  they  come  along,  but  have 
found  none  to  match  DRIVEN  SNOW.  Tall  and  very  ruffled,  the  individual 
blooms  are  unsurpassed.  It  is  excellent  on  the  showbench  too! 

FROSTBOUND  (Rich  71 )  (see  inside  front  cover)  is  one  of  the  few  singles  (3 
petals)  that  I  grow.  Deep  violet  with  a  distinct  white  edge,  it  does  not  branch 
here,  but  does  have  double  buds  in  each  socket.  Form  is  very  full  and  round 
with  completely  overlapping  petals.  Very  flaring  with  striking  class,  it  is  a  good 
grower.  FROSTBOUND  is  also  an  excellent  breeder,  throwing  mostly  doubles 
with  wonderful  substance. 

GEISHA  GOWN  (Maddock  ’63)  is  a  double  white,  veined  and  freckled 
deep  wine  red.  It  is  a  rampant  grower,  and  wonderfully  floriferous,  but  needs 
dividing  often  to  keep  flower  size  up.  It  has  extra  branches  and  is  multi- 
budded.  It  is  marvelous  on  the  showbench  and  inviting  in  the  garden. 

JAPANESE  SANDMAN  (Bush  79)  is  a  double  white,  veined  and  washed 
violet  blue.  Excellent  substance  and  bright  blooms  assure  an  attractive 
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clump.  Good  branching  and  multi  buds  make  for  a  long  bloom  season.  It  is 
super  vigorous  and  forms  clumps  rapidly.  It  is  also  an  excellent  cut  flower, 
lasting  four  to  five  days.  (This  was  discovered  when  I  cut  a  stalk  and  brought  it 
indoors  for  pollen.  I  used  the  pollen  of  two  anthers  on  Monday  and  the 
remainder  on  Friday.) 

GALATEA  (Marx — import)  is  an  old,  but  excellent  mid-blue  with  white 
center  and  veining.  An  excellent  full,  ruffled  double,  it  lacks  branching,  but  is 
double  budded,  it  is  a  very  dependable  grower  and  bloomer  and  an  excellent 
show  iris,  with  good  substance,  despite  its  age.  A  fine  creation! 

STRANGER  IN  PARADISE  (Hager  70)  packs  a  powerful  impact  in  the 
garden  in  shimmering  fuchsia-rose,  splashed  and  veined  white.  This  ex¬ 
tremely  popular  iris  is  a  great  grower  with  many  flowers,  and  is  a  “must  grow”  if 
you  like  Japanese  irises,  (see  inside  frontcover) 

GRAPE  FIZZ  (Ackerman  ’81 )  is  a  grape  purple  version  of  the  fabulous  older 
WOUNDED  DRAGON.  It  has  white  ‘flecked’,  ‘squirted’,  ‘splashed’,  ‘spritzed’ 
or  ‘peppered’  over  medium  grape  purple.  It  doesn’t  grow  really  tall  here,  but 
has  some  branching  and  is  extra  budded,  it  is  uniquely  dramatic  and  a 
pleasure  to  grow! 

In  addition  to  these  ten  Japanese  irises,  other  good  ones  that  need  men¬ 
tioning  are:  FASHION  MODEL,  FLYING  TIGER,  PILLAR  OF  FIRE,  PEACOCK 
DANCE,  AGRIPPINELA,  SHIHODEN,  and  of  course,  IPSUS,  ANYTUS, 
AGRIPPINE  and  HEGARIA. 


GEISHA  GOWN 

(MADDOCK  ’63) 


FLYING  TIGER 

(PAYNE  ’50) 
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Goals  In  Hybridizing  Japanese  Irises 
Jonnye  Rich,  California 


My  goals  in  hybridizing  are  to  improve  overall  quality  and  performance. 
While  we  do  have  some  branching  in  Japanese  irises,  most  of  it  is  not  well 
placed  so  it  presents  an  off  balanced  stalk.  Short  branches  do  not  permit  the 
flowers  to  open  well,  especially  if  they  turn  in  toward  the  stalk.  Bud  count 
contributes  to  length  of  bloom,  so  it  is  desirable  to  have  many  buds  per  stalk. 
We  have  three  in  terminal  and  two  on  branches  now.  Some  have  four  in 
terminal,  but  the  last  bloom  is  small  and  often  malformed  or  has  short  petals. 

Form  is  a  matter  of  personal  preference,  so  there  should  be  no  set  standard 
other  than  balance  and  symmetry.  Height  can  also  be  flexible,  but  again  the 
flowers  should  be  in  proportion  to  the  stalk.  I  prefer  a  medium  height  stalk  with 
a  wide  petaled,  ruffled,  somewhat  flat  flower.  However,  this  form  would  not 
show  well  on  a  tall  stalk,  since  you  would  see  it  in  profile  instead  of  full  face.  On 
a  tall  stalk,  the  semi-drooping  form  would  be  preferable  for  this  reason. 
Ruffling  adds  volume  to  the  flower  and  gives  it  personality.  Narrow  petaled 
form  leaves  holes  in  the  middle  of  the  bloom;  thus  my  preference  for  wide, 
round  petals.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  single  (three  petaled)  varieties. 
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The  many  petaled  varieties  are  prone  to  split  the  sheath,  allowing  the  flower 
to  hang  almost  upside  down.  HAGAROMO  does  not  do  this,  so  I  consider  it 
one  of  the  best  in  this  class. 

In  California,  we  often  have  hot,  dry  north  winds  and  ninety  to  one  hundred 
degree  temperatures  in  bloom  season,  which  tends  to  ‘boil’  the  buds  in  their 
own  juices.  We  try  to  select  those  varieties  which  withstand  the  elements 
best,  and  hope  they  do  well  in  other  areas  with  different  problems. 

Another  goal  is  color  and/or  pattern  dominance.  I  like  the  seedling  to  look 
like  it  belongs  to  the  parents,  and  I  now  have  this  feature  in  my  lines.  I  believe 
this  is  the  way  to  improve  existing  colors  and  patterns.  Since  Japanese  irises 
have  been  hybridized  for  hundreds  of  years,  I  do  not  think  we  will  get  colors  or 
patterns  that  are  totally  new.  Therefore,  I  am  trying  to  improve  those  we  have. 
The  goal  highest  on  my  list  is  to  have  something  new  to  look  at  and  enjoy  each 
year! 

I  should  mention  just  a  couple  of  points  on  culture  of  Japanese  irises.  The 
most  common  mistake  beginners  make  is  failure  to  plant  the  crown  two 
inches  below  the  surface  in  heavy  soil,  and  deeper  in  light,  sandy  soil. 

After  three  or  more  years,  depending  on  increase,  Japanese  irises  will 
become  overcrowded.  The  crowns  will  be  at  or  near  the  surface,  bloom  will  be 
sparse  and  small,  stems  short,  and  quality  lacking.  This  is  the  time  to  trans¬ 
plant.  The  preferred  time  for  transplant  is  immediately  following  bloom,  or 
when  the  plants  begin  their  new  root  growth  again  in  the  fall. 

Mulching  of  Japanese  irises  can  act  as  a  weed  deterrent.  We  have  a  ground 
cover  of  Dicondra,  and  the  Japanese  irises  seem  not  to  mind  this.  In  a  smaller 
bed  we  had  a  two  inch  mulch  of  coffee  grounds,  which  prevented  most 
weeds,  and  the  irises  loved  it.  I  feel  Cottonseed  hulls  (where  available)  would 
work  likewise.  Wood  products  (chips,  shavings,  etc.)  will  rob  the  soil  of 
nitrogen,  so  are  best  used  with  a  nitrogen  supplement. 


IRIS  AND  COLLECTABLES 
Jim  and  Vicki  Craig 

16325  S.W.  113  Avenue  Tigard,  OR  97224 

1987  Introductions 

SKYLAND — TB,  36",  E-M.  Cumulus  white  standards  above  summer  blue 
falls.  Clean  white  hafts,  white  beards.  Large,  wide  blooms  on  show  stalks. 

Aspen  Cove  X  Cup  Race . $25.00 

Aphylla/TB  breeding  produced  these  48  chromosome  medians: 
LITTLE  SUNRISE — IB,  22",  L.  Glowing  sunrise  colors.  Golden  buff  standards 
with  light  lavender  infusion.  Light  lavender  falls  with  darker  streak  below 
orange  beards,  rimmed  buffy  yellow.  Starchild  X  (aphylla  x  TB) ....  $15.00 
SUNSHINY — MTB,  24",  M.  Ruffled  clean  medium  yellow  with  orange  beards. 
(Enroute  x  Maroon  Caper)  X  (Sacred  Mountain  x  (Sacred  Mountain  x  aphylla 
Werckmeister) . . . . . . . $15.00 

Order  from  this  ad.  Postpaid. 
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Hybridizing  Directions 
John  W.  Wood,  North  Carolina 


Growing  Japanese  irises  allows  one  to  extend  the  iris  season  another  four 
to  six  weeks,  depending  on  varieties  chosen.  With  the  advent  of  remontant 
types,  or  extended  bloomers, the  season  will  be  further  expanded.  The  only 
other  iris  I  know  of  that  blooms  with  the  Japanese  irises  is  the  species  I. 

tridentata. 

We  of  course  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  persistence,  skill  and  patience 
of  many  generations  of  Japanese  hybridizers  for  these  beauties  they  have 
produced,  thus  affording  a  wealth  of  material  to  work  with.  All  of  this  sup¬ 
posedly  derived  from  the  red-violet  Manchurian  species  i.  Ensata  (previously 
I.  kaempferi).  The  Japanese  maintain  that  variants  of  I.  kaempferi  HANA- 
SHOBU,  both  being  the  same  plant,  were  detected  in  the  wild  and  that  seeds 
from  those  variants  were  collected  and  worked  with.  It  was  from  this  work  that 
the  double  or  six  petaled  Japanese  iris  came  into  being.  The  following  is  pure 
speculation  on  my  part,  but  I  seriously  believe  that  I.  laevagata  is  the  other 
species  that  produced  the  variants.  I  believe  this  so  strongly  that  I  am 
attempting  to  make  this  cross  in  my  garden,  although  I  have  had  no  success 
up  to  this  point.  However,  if  the  Japanese  were  able  to  cross  I.  pseudacorus 
with  HANASHOBU  cultivars  to  produce  GOLDEN  QUEEN  and  KIMBOSHI, 
then  why  not  a  cross  of  HANASHOBU  x  I.  laevagata?  I  believe  this  cross 
would  be  no  wider  than  I.  laevagata  x  I.  versicolor,  and  I  have  performed  this 
cross. 

Hybridizing  efforts  are  really  being  given  a  workout  in  many  areas  with  the 
Japanese  irises.  The  development  of  the  tetrapoloid  Japanese  irises  by  Dr. 
Currier  McEwen  and  Dr.  Schichi  Hirao  is  the  predominent  current  achieve¬ 
ment,  mainly  for  brighter  color  and  flower  substance  improvement.  The  flower 
holds  longer,  especially  in  higher  temperatures.  Without  good  substance  the 
flowers  tend  to  ‘melt’  in  high  temperatures. 

Some  hybridizers  are  working  for  blooms  that  hold  up  longer  after  opening, 
which  is  excellent  for  those  cultivars  that  lack  branching.  I  am  working  for 
branching  which,  to  me,  is  the  ideal  way  to  extend  bloom.  A  good  example  is 
Adolph  Vogt’s  ICY  PARKS.  When  established,  this  plant  has  the  terminal  and 
two  branches,  giving  you  six  flowers. 

Another  area  hybridizers  are  working  in  is  breeding  for  dwarf  varieties.  But 
a  very  challenging  and  worthwhile  project  for  some  young  hybridizer  would 
be  a  continuation  of  the  work  of  Max  Steiger  of  Germany  in  developing  a  lime 
resistent  strain  of  Japanese  iris! 
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Tetraploidy  in  Japanese  Irises 

Dr.  Currier  McEwen,  Maine 


It  is  my  purpose  in  this  article  to  consider  briefly  the  history  of  tetraploidy  in 
relation  to  Japanese  irises  and  to  discuss  my  own  efforts.  Techniques  for 
inducing  tetraploidy  are  not  included.  They  are  available  elsewhere  (1 ,2,3). 

As  all  irisarians  today  know,  tall  bearded  irises  are  among  the  relatively 
small  number  of  plants  that  have  undergone  doubling  of  their  chromosomes 
(become  tetraploids)  in  nature.  Such  “spontaneous”  transformations  are  not 
known  to  have  occurred  in  Japanese  and  Siberian  irises.  Because  of  the 
improvements  observed  in  tetraploid  tall  bearded  irises  there  was  incentive  to 
obtain  similar  chromosome  doubling  in  beardless  irises  and  this  has  been 
achieved  by  the  use  of  the  drug  colchicine.  Although  the  exact  date  of  his 
start  is  somewhat  uncertain,  Gerald  Darby,  in  England,  perhaps  was  the  first 
to  use  colchicine  in  some  beardless  irises  because  he  mentioned  a  tetraploid 
form  of  I.  tectorum  in  1954  (4)  but  he  apparently  did  not  include  Japanese 
irises  in  his  efforts.  Max  Steiger,  in  Germany,  and  Orville  Fay  in  this  country 
both  induced  some  Japanese  iris  tetraploids  in  the  late  1950s  but,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  all  of  Steiger’s  seedlings  were  lost  during  his  long  terminal  illness. 
Fay  also  lost  his  two  or  three  plants.  He  had  tried  them  merely  as  an  experi¬ 
ment  and  did  not  continue  as  his  basic  interest  was  the  induction  of 
tetraploidy  in  hemerocallis.  Mitsuda,  in  Japan,  also  induced  some  tetraploid 
Japanese  irises  but  apparently  they  did  not  attract  much  attention.  Dr.  Suichi 
Hirao  gave  me  two  of  Mitsuda’s  seedlings  in  1971  and  1973  but  I  was  unable 
to  obtain  seeds  from  them  and  lost  both  after  a  few  years.  Dr.  Hirao  also  has 
tried  using  colchicine  and  believes  he  may  have  had  some  success,  but 
when  he  last  wrote  to  me,  those  plants  had  not  yet  been  tested. 

My  own  interest  in  tetraploidy  started  with  a  visit  to  Orville  Fay  in  1 960  when 
he  showed  me  his  hemerocallis  seedlings  growing  under  lights  in  his  base¬ 
ment  and  explained  in  detail  his  method  of  using  colchicine  (1).  This  was  of 
great  interest  to  me  as  I  knew,  of  course,  how  tall  bearded  irises  had  improved 
after  the  introduction  of  tetraploidy  and  because  colchicine  was  very  familiar 
to  me  since  it  is  a  drug  used  importantly  in  my  medical  specialty  of  rheu¬ 
matology.  I  started  at  once  using  Orville  Fay’s  method.  Success  came  fairly 
rapidly  with  Siberian  irises  but  progress  was  much  slower  with  the  Japanese. 
In  the  method  used,  seeds  are  sprouted  on  moist  absorbent  paper  in  sterile 
covered  dishes  and  when  the  tiny  sprouts  are  the  correct  size  those  seeds  are 
treated  with  colchicine.  My  problem  was  that  many  of  the  seeds  became 
infected  with  fungi  and  died  before  they  could  be  treated.  Another  problem 
was  that  germination  was  very  poor  even  among  those  apparently  healthy. 
These  two  problems  were  happily  overcome  (5)  and  by  1965  several 
chimeras  (plants  partly  tetraploid  and  partly  diploid)  had  bloomed.  A  new 
problem  then  was  that  for  years  crosses  made  with  these  chimeras  produced 
only  diploids.  I  did,  however,  have  one  bit  of  beginner’s  luck,  for  one  of  the 
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seedlings  that  bloomed  in  1 967  from  a  cross  of  Ageha  x  Shikino  Hajima,  the 
seeds  of  which  had  been  kindly  sent  to  me  by  Dr.  Hirao  in  1 964,  proved  to  be 
tetraploid.  It,  of  course,  was  one  of  the  seedlings  I  used  intensively  in  crosses 
with  many  chimeras  but  for  the  next  ten  years  none  was  successful.  Finally,  in 
1975,  a  seedling  (T273/5)  from  the  induced  tetraploid  mentioned  above 
bloomed  and  at  last  I  had  a  second  generation  tetraploid  Japanese  iris.  It  was 
a  slightly  sanded,  light  wine  red  rather  like  Ageha  but  larger  and  of  strong 
substance  and  having  a  paler  edging.  Crossed  with  a  chimera  from  Garden 
Caprice  it  gave  T375/3,  a  large  crisp,  3-petalled  ruffled  white  with  heavy 
raspberry  red  borders  which  was  introduced  in  1979  as  Raspberry  Rimmed 
and  which,  to  my  knowledge,  was  the  first  tetraploid  Japanese  iris  to  be 
introduced.  Thus,  although  I  introduced  my  first  tetraploid  Siberian  irises  in 
1970,  some  ten  years  after  I  started  with  colchicine,  it  took  almost  twice  that 
long  with  the  Japanese. 

Progress  since  then  has  been  quite  rapid.  Raspberry  Rimmed  proved  to  be 
an  excellent  parent.  Crossed  with  an  induced  6-petalled  white  chimera 
(T1 74/36B)  of  excellent  form  and  greenish  signals,  it  gave  Blueberry  Rimmed 
and  the  white  single,  Maine  Chance.  The  same  cross  repeated  in  1 980  gave 
nine  sister  seedlings,  all  white  and  all,  to  my  biased  eye,  very  lovely.  One, 
introduced  in  1986  as  Double  First,  was  my  first  tetraploid  6-petalled  Jap¬ 
anese  iris  introduction.  It  is  well  branched  and  is  an  early  bloomer  with  a  long 
season,  and  the  10  inch  flower  is  flaring,  crisp  and  very  ruffled  with  greenish 
signals.  That  cross  certainly  was  a  most  successful  one;  two  of  the  sisters, 
T480/80(7),  a  more  classically  shaped  6-petalled  white  and  T480/80(5),  a  3- 
petalled  one  with  very  wide  falls  and  green  signals  will,  I  trust,  be  introduced 
in  1 988.  Raspberry  Rimmed  has  now  also  given  several  6-petalled  replicas  of 
itself. 


RASPBERRY  RIMMED 

(McEWEN  79) 

FIRST  TETRAPLOID  Jl 
INTRODUCED 


DOUBLE  FIRST 

(McEWEN  ’86) 

FIRST  6  PETAL  TETRAPLOID 
INTRODUCED 
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ORIENTAL  ROYALTY  (McEWEN  ’87) 


Progress  with  wine  red  tetraploids  has  also  pleased  me.  Oriental  Royalty, 
involving  Garden  Caprice  and  red  and  pink  seedlings,  was  introduced  last 
year  and  others  are  scheduled  for  1 988  including  a  3-  petalled  one,  T480/97, 
with  quite  distinct  nearly  white  narrow  edging.  Several  whites  with  blue  pin 
stripe  veining  bloomed  in  1 985  as  did  several  marbled  flowers.  Several  purple 
and  red  ones  which  I  liked  especially  proved  at  the  end  of  the  season  to  have 
the  additional  virtue  of  being  repeat  bloomers.  I  will,  of  course,  continue  to 
work  intensively  with  all  of  these  and  hope  soon  to  have  tetraploids  also  in  the 
blue  and  pink  color  ranges. 

On  the  basis  of  experience  in  my  own  garden,  I  can  say  that  1 )  the  leaves 
and  stalks  of  tetraploid  Japanese  irises  are  somewhat  stouter  than  those  of 
diploids  but,  with  rare  exceptions,  not  taller;  2)  the  flowers  tend  to  be  slightly 
larger;  3)  form  is  flaring  and  substance  extremely  crisp  and  strong;  4)  ruffling 
tends  to  be  increased;  5)  leaves  are  of  a  darker  green  color;  and  6)  seeds  are 
much  larger  then  those  of  diploids.  Tetraploid  Siberian  irises  can  be  fairly  well 
identified  merely  by  looking  at  the  anthers  which  are  twice  the  size  of  diploid 
ones  but  this  is  less  obvious  in  Japanese  irises.  Their  anthers  are,  as  a  rule, 
wider  but  not  much  longer.  Examining  the  size  of  the  pollen  grains  with  a 
microscope  shows  the  tetraploid  grains  to  be  distinctly  larger  than  the  diploid 
ones.  Actually  the  tetraploid  grains  have  about  twice  the  volume  of  the 
diploids,  but  they  are  seen  in  only  two  dimensions  and,  hence,  the  differences 
in  size  do  not  appear  to  be  twofold. 

Tetraploid  Japanese  irises  theoretically  can  cross  with  diploids  to  give 
sterile  triploids  but,  to  my  knowledge,  this  has  not  occurred.  They  are  easier  to 
cross  than  diploids  because  of  the  larger  anthers  and  stigmas.  Crossed  with 
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other  tetraploids  they  are  about  as  fertile  as  diploids.  Pods  also  are  of  about 
the  same  size  but  most  will  contain  only  three  to  ten  large  seeds  plus  minute 
granules  which  are  worthless.  In  such  characteristics  as  clump  growth  and 
disease  resistance  my  impression  is  that  they  are  comparable  to  diploids. 

As  I  have  explained,  some  19  years  passed  between  my  start  with  col¬ 
chicine  in  1960  and  the  appearance  of  a  tetraploid  Japanese  iris  that  I 
considered  good  enough  to  introduce.  Certainly  that  interval  could  have  been 
shortened  if  I  had  known  better  at  the  outset  how  to  sprout  successfully  the 
tiny  seedlings  for  colchicine  treatment;  and  I  would  have  been  spared  many 
more  years  if  I  could  have  had  one  fully  fertile  tetraploid  seedling  to  use  with 
my  many  chimeras.  Unfortunately  many  more  of  the  seedlings  affected  by 
colchicine  are  chimeras  than  are  fully  tetraploid  and  when  those  are  crossed 
only  diploids  are  likely  to  appear.  Anyone  wishing  to  use  colchicine  today 
needs  merely  to  obtain  one  or  two  fertile  tetraploids  to  use  with  his  chimeras 
and  can  know  that  any  resulting  seedlings  are  fully  tetraploid. 

Finally  let  me  say  that  although  these  efforts  were  a  lot  of  work  and  there 
were  disappointments  and  frustrations,  they  have  given  much  satisfaction 
and  pleasure  too.  Friends  in  the  iris  world  have  been  helpful  and  encourag¬ 
ing.  My  experience  has  illustrated  over  and  over  the  kindness  of  iris  people.  It 
has  been  especially  heart  warming  to  me  to  recall  the  generosity  of  Arlie 
Payne  and  Suichi  Hirao — certainly  the  two  greatest  hybridizers  of  Japanese 
irises  of  our  century — and  their  helpfulness  in  those  early  days  to  me,  the 
rankest  of  beginners,  with  advice,  seeds  and  encouragement. 
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Exploring  The  Genetic  Variability  of  Japanese  Iris 

Dr.  W.  L.  Ackerman,  Maryland 


Many  growers  of  Japanese  Iris  (Jl’s)  have  been  attracted  to  this  species 
because  of  the  wide  variation  that  exists  in  forms,  colors,  hues,  patterns, 
textures,  and  substance  of  the  flowers.  This  high  degree  of  genetic  variability 
also  makes  Jl’s  of  special  interest  to  the  plant  breeder.  Yet,  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  we  have  only  exposed  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  There  are  still  many 
variations  in  both  plant  and  flower  which  have  not  been  fully  exploited.  In  this 
article,  I  would  like  to  explore  some  areas  where  I  believe  possibilities  for 
improvement  still  exist: 

A.  Extending  the  Blooming  Season 

Japanese  Iris  usually  begin  blooming  in  Maryland  in  mid  June,  shortly  after 
the  bearded  irises  are  well  past  their  peak,  and  continue  until  mid-July,  or  for 
approximately  one  month’s  duration.  This  is  equivalent  to  the  blooming 
period  described  for  this  species  in  Japan,  K.  Tomino. 1  Environmental  condi¬ 
tions  such  as  temperature,  moisture,  and  soil  conditions  which  vary  from  year 
to  year  can  change  the  length  of  time  the  irises  are  in  bloom.  Back  in  the  early 
1 960’s  we  felt  that  something  might  be  done  to  prolong  the  season.  A  logical 
approach  was  to  self  and  cross  the  earliest  blooming  clones  among  them¬ 
selves,  and  do  like-wise  among  the  late  blooming  clones.  Since  earlier 
blooming  Jl’s  would  come  into  competition  with  the  bearded  irises,  the  main 
emphasis  was  made  to  extend  the  season  well  into  the  summer.  Back  in  1 959, 
when  we  first  took  records  on  our  original  population,  the  blooming  period 
lasted  only  20  days.  By  the  second  generation  (F2),  our  season  had  been 
increased  to  33  days.  Increases  in  blooming  season  length  during  the  next 
several  generations  were  not  very  spectacular.  In  fact,  it  appeared  that  we 
had  reached  a  plateau  and  perhaps  the  limitations  of  the  species.  This 
condition  held  true  through  the  F4,  which  had  a  blooming  season  of  37  days. 
However,  records  for  the  F5  generation  taken  in  1978  and  1979  averaged  62 
days  for  the  general  blooming  season,  with  a  scattering  of  very  late  blooms 
extending  to  95  days  after  the  first  clone  bloomed.  Since  many  of  the  very  late 
bloomers  were  young  plants  coming  into  flower  for  their  first  time  and  a  few 
were  determined  to  be  re-bloomers,  we  did  not  attribute  too  much  signifi¬ 
cance  to  many  of  the  late  stragglers.  There  were  some,  however,  which  could 
not  be  readily  discounted  on  the  basis  of  either  of  these  two  conditions.  These 
were  subsequently  used  in  further  crosses  to  help  establish  a  true  late 
blossoming  series. 

Various  explanations  might  be  proposed  as  to  why  we  showed  so  little 
progress  between  the  F2  and  F4  generations  and  then  a  sizable  increase  in 
the  F5.  Our  own  speculation  is  that  it  took  several  generations  to  bring 
together  the  genetic  alleles  for  late  blooming  and  it  was  not  until  the  F5 
generation  that  we  actually  got  the  proper  combination  concentrated  into 


29 


individual  seedlings.  Apparently  another  plateau  was  reached  at  the  F5  level 
and  little  additional  progress  was  achieved  during  the  F6  and  F7  generations. 

B.  Extending  the  Longevity  of  Individual  Flowers 

A  disadvantage  of  the  Japanese  iris  is  the  short  lifespan  of  the  individual 
blossoms.  This  averaged  two  to  three  days  among  our  original  population, 
which  is  considered  about  normal  for  the  species.  This  compares  to  three  to 
six  days  for  many  bearded  irises.  Increased  flower  longevity  may  encourage 
more  gardeners  to  plant  Japanese  irises.  In  the  early  1960’s,  we  decided  to 
see  what  might  be  done  to  genetically  influence  flower  lifespan.  A  survey  was 
made  of  our  seedlings  while  in  bloom,  and  a  number  of  potential  breeding 
parents  selected  for  evaluation.  The  following  season  floral  longevity  studies 
were  made  for  each  seedling  by  tagging  each  individual  flower  as  it  began  to 
show  color.  Daily  flower  sequence  data  were  recorded  on  each  tag,  begin¬ 
ning  with  full  bud  and  extending  through  four  stages  of  development  to  the 
fading  of  the  flowers.  It  might  be  noted  that  this  was  a  very  time-consuming 
and  tedious  job  involving  observations  seven  days  a  week.  To  miss  one  day’s 
record  meant  a  loss  of  complete  records  for  several  days  before  and  after  the 
missing  day.  The  average  lifespan  of  flowers  on  individual  clones  varied  from 
one  to  five  days,  with  the  greatest  number  lasting  from  two  to  three  days. 
Seedlings  with  average  lifespans  of  four  to  five  days  were  selected,  moved  to 
an  isolated  location,  and  allowed  to  cross  among  themselves.  Plants  resulting 
from  these  crosses  constituted  an  F2  generation.  Flower  longevity  among  the 
F2  seedlings  varied  from  two  and  one-half  to  five  days,  with  the  greatest 
number  lasting  from  three  to  four  days.  All  seedlings  among  the  F2  population 
with  flowers  that  lasted  less  than  four  days  were  destroyed,  and  the  following 
year  the  remaining  plants  were  allowed  to  cross  among  themselves,  resulting 
in  an  F3  generation. 

Flower  longevity  among  the  F3  seedlings  varied  from  three  to  five  days,  with 
the  greatest  number  again  lasting  from  three  to  four  days.  Although  an 
occasional  flower  on  some  F2  and  F3  seedlings  lasted  six  days,  it  appears 
that  five  days  may  well  be  the  limit  of  flower  longevity,  at  least  for  the 
Kumamoto  strain  used  in  this  study,  and  possibly  the  limit  for  the  species. 
Several  selections  from  this  study  were  named,  such  as  ‘Lasting  Pleasure,’ 
Enduring  Pink  Frost,’  and  ‘Grape  Fizz’  (See  inside  back  cover). 

C.  Short  Stemmed  or  Dwarf  Forms 

The  bearded  iris  growers  have  all  gradations  of  plant  size  to  choose  from — 
tall  bearded  down  to  bearded  miniatures — with  different  divisions  for  each. 
Although  we  Jl  growers  recognize  height  differences — there  is  no  real  sepa¬ 
ration  into  divisions.  Most  Jl  nursery  catalogs  lump  all  their  varieties  alpha¬ 
betically  by  variety  name.  Yet,  in  planning  any  Jl  garden,  it  would  certainly  be 
helpful  to  plant  according  to  anticipated  height.  Dwarf  Jl’s  could  be  a  valu¬ 
able  asset  for  border  plantings. 

The  height  of  the  flowers  among  our  seeding  populations  varied  from  9  to 
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43  inches,  with  the  majority  of  the  clones  between  22  and  37  inches.  The 
range  in  flower  height  approximated  a  normal  curve  of  distribution.  Self- 
pollinations  among  short-stemmed  (dwarf)  clones  revealed  that  81  %  of  them 
were  self-sterile.  This  compared  with  26%  self-sterility  among  medium-short 
clones  and  56%  self-sterility  among  the  very  tall  clones  of  this  population. 
Most  short-stemmed  clones  also  had  shorter  than  normal  leaves,  but  a  few 
had  their  flowers  hidden  among  the  leaves,  making  them  undesirable.  Sib- 
crosses  were  made  among  the  best  of  the  short-stemmed  clones  with  propor¬ 
tionately  shortened  leaves,  aiming  towards  the  development  of  improved 
dwarf  forms.  However,  an  additional  problem  was  an  apparent  association 
between  dwarfness  and  poor  flower  quality.  Several  generations  of  selections 
were  required  before  dwarf  forms  with  good  flower  quality  were  obtained. 

D.  Flower  Color 

There  are  no  yellows,  true  reds,  or  blues,  among  the  flowers  of  I.  ensata 
Yellow  is  normally  found  only  in  the  signal  area  of  the  falls,  while  red  and  blue 
exist  only  with  a  component  of  purple  and/or  violet.  The  addition  of  these 
colors  in  combination  with  existing  ones  could  add  a  new  spectrum  of  color 
variation  to  the  species.  Attempts  at  hybridizing  Jl’s  with  other  species  have 
been  only  partially  successful.  Most  notable  was  an  interspecific  hybrid 
involving  I.  pseudacorus  developed  by  Mr.  Shinnosuke  Oosugi  of  Japan.  This 
hybrid,  introduced  into  the  United  States  and  named  'Golden  Queen’  was 
advertised  in  1977  by  the  George  W.  Park  Seed  Company  under  Japanese 
Patent  No.  253.  More  recent  direct  introductions  from  Japan  under  the  Jap¬ 
anese  name  ‘Aichi’no-Kagayaki’  have  made  it  rather  widely  available.  Al¬ 
though  it  is  weak-growing  and  the  leaves  tend  to  be  chlorotic,  it  is  unique  in 
having  clear  yellow  flower  petals.  Unfortunately,  it  is  highly  sterile  and  our  best 
efforts  to  secure  viable  pollen  have  been  unsuccessful. 

During  the  late  1970’s,  we  made  a  series  of  crosses  between  white- 
flowered  Jl’s  and  certain  yellow  or  red  bearded  iris  cultivars.  This  proved  to  be 
a  frustrating  experience.  Three  plants  resulting  from  96  crosses  made  in  1 976 
died  at  an  early  seedling  stage  prior  to  flowering.  Thus,  encouraged  to  have 
even  reached  this  stage,  the  work  was  continued.  Additional  crosses  were 
made  during  the  subsequent  three  years,  totaling  well  over  1 ,000  crosses.  In 
spite  of  our  best  efforts  using  embryo  culture  techniques,  which  brought  205 
hybrid  seedlings  through  their  first  year  of  growth,  all  of  these,  with  few 
exceptions,  died  prior  to  flowering.  There  were  seven  plants  which  did  man¬ 
age  to  reach  flowering  but  died  soon  afterward.  These  unfruitful  results, 
however,  should  not  discourage  further  exploration  into  the  possibilities  of 
hybridizing  Jl’s  with  other  Iris  species.  Some  future  breakthrough  may  provide 
a  greatly  expanded  color  spectrum  for  a  new  generation  of  Iris  growers. 

Quite  separate  from  the  above,  a  breeding  and  selection  program  for  true 
pink  and  true  blue-flowered  Jl’s  proved  reasonably  successful.  The  first 
cultivar  release  from  this  work,  ‘Pink  Bunny’,  will  be  followed  by  several  clearer 
“true”  pink  selections.  Althoug  none  of  the  clear  blue  selections  have  as  yet 
been  named,  there  are  several  very  promising  ones  under  propagation. 
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E.  Blue-Green  Foliage 

We  tend  to  see  only  the  Iris  flower— the  plant  merely  being  the  supporting 
structure.  Yet,  the  flower  is  soon  withered  and  we  have  the  plant  in  our  garden 
all  summer  long.  Most  Jl’s  have  fairly  broad,  yellow-green  leaves.  However,  I 
have  noted  some  with  what  I  term  as  blue-green  foliage  which  I  find  much 
more  pleasing.  The  leaves  are  generally  thicker  and  more  darkly  pigmented 
than  other  Jl  leaves.  At  first,  I  felt  this  was  due  to  nutritional  differences  even 
though  such  blue-green  seedlings  were  growing  adjacent  to  normal-looking 
plants.  However  blue-green  type  plants  which  were  divided  and  transplanted 
retained  their  character  in  different  locations.  Some  of  the  best  of  these  are 
now  being  used  as  breeding  parents. 

F.  Flower  Forms 

Unlike  the  bearded  iris,  which  largely  retains  the  classic  tri-petaled  form, 
there  is  considerable  variation  in  the  different  flower  forms  among  Jl’s.  In 
addition  to  singles  and  normal  six-petaled  doubles,  there  is  a  series  of  super 
doubles  with  petal  numbers  varying  from  7  through  12.  Super  doubles  with 
good  petal  substance  can  be  very  attractive,  but  where  substance  is  lacking, 
they  may  have  the  consistency  and  appearance  of  a  used  Kleenex. 

Ruffling  of  the  petals  can  be  highly  variable;  from  those  with  crimped  or 
wavy  margins  to  petals  so  convoluted  that  they  appear  distorted  and  bizarre. 
“Rabbit  ears”  is  a  term  I  use  for  standards  that  stand  up  straight  above  the 
flower,  usually,  the  standard  is  folded  along  its  middle  which,  in  addition  to 
providing  the  petal  blade  support,  also  gives  it  a  distinct  rabbit  ear  ap¬ 
pearance.  Flowers  with  multiple  style  arms  can  be  either  very  attractive  or 
grotesque,  depending  largely  on  their  placement  and  number  as  well  as 
personal  taste.  They  vary  from  4  through  8  style  arms  per  flower  among  one  of 
my  breeding  lines.  Especially  effective  is  a  5-style  arm  flower  with  sharp  color 
contrast;  giving  the  flower  a  star-like  effect.  The  falls  of  most  Jl  flowers  are 
either  drooping  or  straight  out,  giving  a  plate-like  shape.  Occasionally,  I  have 
come  upon  a  seedling  whose  flowers  remain  in  a  cup  shape  form  for  a  day  or 
two  before  finally  flattening  out.  When  a  large  number  of  flowers  are  open  at 
one  time,  the  mass  effect  can  be  very  impressive. 

G.  Artificially  Increasing  Variability 

A  portion  of  the  seeds  collected  some  years  ago  were  subjected  to  gamma 
irradiation  treatment  to  induce  genetic  variations.  Five  lots  of  1 50  seeds  each 
were  subjected  to  irradiation  at  1 ,000R,  5,000R,  10,000R,  and  20.000R, 
respectively.  The  treated  seeds  results  in  131  plants  from  1 ,000R,  61  plants 
from  2,500R,  40  plants  from  5,000R,  none  from  1 0,000R,  and  four  plants  from 
20,000R.  None  of  the  plants  resulting  from  treated  seeds  showed  any  charac¬ 
teristics  not  already  observed  among  populations  from  untreated  seeds. 
Evaluation  of  second  generation  progeny  from  sib  crosses,  however,  pro¬ 
duced  a  number  of  apparent  new  mutant  types  segregating  out  from  the 
original  population.  Most  striking  of  these  was  a  dwarf  plant  with  deep  cobalt 
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blue  flowers,  representing  a  color  not  previously  observed  among  our  popula¬ 
tions. 

It  is  clear  that  the  natural  variation  within  the  species  has  much  potential  for 
exploitation  by  breeders.  This,  together  with  the  incorporation  of  genetic 
variation  from  other  species  and  from  induced  mutations,  indicates  that  the 
potential  for  expanding  the  variability  in  Iris  ensata  is  great.  With  its  ease  of 
culture  and  beautiful  blooms,  Jl's  deserve  a  place  in  our  landscape  plantings. 
Increasing  the  variation  available  within  the  species  will  undoubtedly  help 
catch  the  attention  of  American  gardeners. 
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Continuing,  Repeat  and  Re-Bloom 

Currier  McEwen,  Maine 


It  is  essential  to  understand  clearly  that  there  is  a  very  marked  difference  in 
the  timing  of  rebloom  in  Japanese  and  Siberian  irises  compared  with  that  in 
bearded  irises.  In  the  latter,  second  bloom  usually  occurs  several  months 
after  the  first,  whereas  in  the  case  of  Japanese  and  Siberian  irises  the  second 
period  usually  starts  only  one  to  three  weeks  after  the  last  bloom  of  the  first 
period.  The  shortness  of  this  “rest  period”  can  very  easily  result  in  its  being 
missed  by  growers  accustomed  to  rebloom  in  tall  bearded  irises.  Because  of 
this,  and  hoping  to  emphasize  this  different  behavior  of  Japanese  and  Siber¬ 
ian  irises,  Bee  Warburton  and  I  have  proposed  the  terms  “repeat  bloom”  and 
repeat  bloomers  or  “repeaters”  for  use  with  these  beardless  irises.  Further¬ 
more,  these  irises  vary  in  their  capacity  to  repeat.  On  the  basis  of  my  observa¬ 
tions  in  my  own  garden  over  the  past  ten  or  more  years,  I  believe  that  all 
Japanese  and  Siberian  irises  fall  into  one  or  another  of  the  following  five 
catagories  with  regard  to  rebloom.  First,  of  course,  is  the  largest  number 
which  do  not  repeat  or  rebloom.  Second,  is  a  moderate  number  that  may 
show  a  few  repeat  blooms  in  some  years  but  not  regularly.  These,  which  I  call 
occasional  repeaters,  are,  I  suspect,  the  ones  referred  to  as  stragglers  in  an 
article  by  Bill  Ouweneel.  Third,  is  the  group  that  can  be  expected  to  repeat 
every  year  if  growing  well  and  in  which  performance  at  repeat  is  similar  to  that 
of  the  first  period.  I  have  referred  to  these  as  reliable  or  dependable  repeaters. 
Fourth,  is  the  relatively  small  number  in  which  the  performance  at  second 
bloom  is  superior  to  that  of  the  first,  with  taller  stalks  and  better  branching  and 
bud  count.  This  group,  which  I  call  preferential  repeaters,  includes  such 
Siberians  as  MY  LOVE,  EXUBERANT  ENCORE,  PLACID  WATERS,  SOFT 
BLUE,  LAVENDER  BOUNTY,  WELCOME  RETURN  and  others,  and  probably, 
the  Japanese  repeaters  PURPLE  PARASOL  and  MAINE  CHANCE.  Finally, 
there  is  an  extremely  valuable  group  which  have  no  second  period  of  bloom 
following  a  pause  but  which  continue  to  send  up  successive  stalks  for 
distinctly  longer  than  the  usual  period  of  bloom.  I  call  these  continuing 
bloomers.  This  category  is  especially  valuable  in  Japanese  irises.  Indeed  I 
have  found  it  difficult  to  be  sure  whether  a  given  Japanese  cultivar  is  a 
continuing  or  a  repeat  rebloomer,  although  the  distinction  is  readily  made  in 
Siberians.  The  difficulty  in  the  case  of  the  Japanese  irises  is  due  to  their  mass 
of  stalks  and  leaves  at  the  base  of  the  plant  which  makes  it  difficult  to  be  sure 
whether  there  was  a  short  period  of  no  new  starting  stalks  or  whether  they 
were  there  but  hidden  in  the  foliage.  Actually,  of  course,  the  distinction  is 
rather  academic. 
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My  efforts  at  prolonging  the  period  of  bloom  in  these  irises  has  been 
directed  toward  the  development  of  more  with  a  good  second  period  of 
bloom.  Meanwhile  we  have  all  been  impressed  with  Bill  Ackerman’s  success 
in  developing  Japanese  irises  with  blooms  that  last  four  or  five  days  instead  of 
the  more  usual  two  or  three.  He  and  I  have  discussed  a  term  that  might  be 
suitable  to  describe  this  phenomenon.  Hemerocallis  growers  have  long  used 
the  term  “extended  bloom”  for  cultivars  with  flowers  which  stay  fresh  well  into 
the  evening  hours  instead  of  deteriorating  in  the  late  afternoon.  Bill  Ackerman 
agrees  that  this  term  may  be  useful  in  describing  the  longer  bloom  of  the 
individual  flowers  that  he  is  working  for — perhaps  extended  floral  bloom. 

In  closing,  I  must  emphasize  that  the  observations  that  I  have  made  in  this 
article  are  based  on  experience  in  my  own  garden  in  Maine.  I  know  that  plants 
which  have  been  reliable  and  preferential  repeaters  in  my  garden  year  after 
year  have  performed  less  well  in  some  other  places.  More  needs  to  be 
learned  about  the  factors  which  account  for  these  differences.  Clearly,  how¬ 
ever,  the  trait  is  largely  under  genetic  control,  and  I  am  confident  that  it  can  be 
increased.  The  ability  to  continue  to  bloom  abundant  lovely  flowers  for  weeks 
after  their  non-repeating  cousins  have  finished  is  a  most  desirable  charac¬ 
teristic.  Further  development  of  the  trait  deserves  the  best  efforts  of  our 
hybridizers. 

(The  foregoing  is  an  excerpt  from  an  article  by  Dr.  McEwen  appearing  in  THE  REVIEW 
of  the  Society  for  Japanese  Irises,  Volume  23,  Number  1 ,  Spring,  1 986). 


SPRING  HILL  IRIS  GARDENS 

Dave  Silverberg 

27  Spring  Hill  Drive  Howell,  NJ  07731 

This  iris  was  a  special  favorite  of  my  late  wife,  Elaine,  and  it  is  being 
introduced  in  her  memory.  The  first  rhizomes  were  purchased  by  Ben 
Hager  of  Melrose  Gardens  prior  to  introduction. 

STRAWBERRY  FIELD  (E.  Silverberg).  Sdlg.  76-18D.  TB,  36",  L.  Bright 
peachy  pink  standards.  Falls  flushed  pale  pink  on  white  ground.  Red- 
orange  beards.  Lightly  ruffled  and  laced.  Named  for  my  cousin  who 
played  the  role  in  the  Bee  Gee’s  Sergeant  Pepper  film.  Excellent  grower 
and  fertile  both  ways.  Buffy  X  Leavitt  sdlg. :  ( Irish  Lullaby  x  sdlg. ).  $25. 00 

1986  Introductions 

Described  on  page  101,  April  ’86  Bulletin 


CRYSTAL  PRISM— TB . $20.00 

FIRE  TRAILS— TB . $20.00 

CRASHING  WAVE— TB . $20.00 

Agricultural  Streptomycin — 

The  best  treatment  for  bacterial  soft  rot . $8.25 


No  catalog.  Please  order  from  this  ad. 

Please  include  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling. 
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Growing  Japanese  Iris  From  Seed 

Lorena  M.  Reid,  Oregon 


Like  other  Irises  in  the  beardless  Iris  section,  flowers  of  the  Japanese  Irises 
should  be  opened  when  the  bud  begins  to  swell  to  prevent  selfing  or  insect 
pollination.  The  standards  and  falls  should  be  removed  carefully.  The 
stamens  (male  parts  of  the  flower)  come  up  underneath  each  of  the  three  style 
arms  (female  parts  of  the  flower).  The  stamens  should  be  removed  also,  more 
easily  accomplished  by  tweezers  than  by  hand.  All  this  pruning  leaves  the 
three  style  arms  alone  atop  the  ovary.  When  first  opened  the  stigmatic  lip  lies 
tightly  up  against  the  style  crest.  In  a  few  hours  the  stigmatic  lip  curls 
downwards  and  thus  signifies  its  readiness  to  receive  pollen. 

Holding  a  fully  mature  stamen,  either  by  hand  or  by  tweezers,  rub  the 
anther  (the  head  of  the  stamen,  where  the  dusty  golden  pollen  is  held)  gently 
on  the  curled  down  stigmatic  lip.  You  will  easily  be  able  to  see  when  some  of 
the  pollen  is  transferred.  Tag  your  cross,  making  sure  the  tag  is  around  the 
ovary,  not  just  around  the  stem.  Many  Japanese  Iris  flowers  have  double  or 
even  triple  buds,  so  you  want  to  be  sure  to  tag  the  one  you  actually  got  pollen 
on!  As  in  all  Iris  crosses  the  pod  parent  should  be  listed  first,  then  an  X,  then 
the  pollen  parent.  Date  and  time  the  cross  was  made  may  be  helpful  should 
you  wish  to  repeat  the  cross. 

It  is  possible  to  fertilize  a  newly  opened  flower  but  it  is  undesirable  for  two 
reasons.  First,  you  will  have  fewer  ‘takes’  since  the  pollen  may  no  longer  be 
viable  by  the  time  the  stigma  is  ready.  And  second,  it  is  more  difficult  to  avoid 
injuring  the  stigmatic  lip  when  trying  to  get  pollen  into  the  proper  location 
before  the  lip  opens. 

Pollen  may  be  collected  ahead  whenever  mature  stamens  are  found  during 
the  bloom  season,  and  put  into  matchboxes,  stamp  envelopes,  or  other  small 
containers  (labeled  for  variety.)  You  may  collect  the  immature  stamens  when 
you  open  flowers.  They  will  mature  in  the  open  matchboxes  in  a  few  hours. 
Kept  in  a  cool  dry  place  the  matchboxes  will  usually  keep  pollen  viable  during 
the  weeks  of  the  crossing  season. 

Hybridizers  have  complicated  things  somewhat  with  some  Japanese  Iris 
flowers,  by  highly  valuing  extra  petalloids  (altered  stamens  &/or  style  arms, 
which  commonly  no  longer  produce  pollen  or  set  seed).  By  careful  examina¬ 
tion,  however,  you  may  find  a  small  yellowish  streak  on  some  of  these  pe¬ 
talloids.  These  streaks  may  sometimes  mature  a  little  pollen  if  you  pick  the 
flower  and  let  it  stay  without  water  for  a  few  hours. 

The  few  weeks  it  takes  till  you  are  sure  your  crosses  have  taken  (or  not)  are 
long,  but  not  so  long  as  the  three  months  or  so  before  the  seed  pod  is  mature 
and  beginning  to  crack  open  at  the  tip. 

I  have  heard  it  said  that  there  is  little  or  no  dormancy  period  if  the  Japanese 
Iris  seed  is  planted  while  still  in  a  creamy  tan  color.  I  have  never  gotten  around 
to  it .  .  .  and  seed  cannot  be  shipped  in  this  state,  it  will  mold!  It  has  been  more 
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convenient  for  me  to  shuck  out  each  pod  into  a  small  container  with  its  tag 
and  dry  the  seed,  planting  all  crosses  in  late  fall.  In  any  event,  when  planted  in 
the  fall  it  germinates  the  following  spring. 

The  seed  may  be  planted  either  in  deep  containers  (as  3#  coffee  cans  or 
deep  flats)  in  a  loose  well  drained,  acid,  soil  mix,  or  in  garden  rows.  Seed 
containers  are  more  easily  cared  for.  They  should  be  kept  moist,  but  not 
soggy,  throughout  the  winter,  if  they  have  been  planted  in  the  fall,  the  seed 
containers  may  be  moved  into  a  cold  frame  or  greenhouse  about  January  or 
February  for  earlier  germination.  The  seedlings  transplant  most  easily  when 
about  four  inches  tall. 

The  earlier  Japanese  Iris  seedlings  are  transplanted  out,  the  greater  is  the 
chance  they  will  bloom  the  following  year.  I  have  wintered  over  seedlings  too 
small  to  transplant  in  their  seed  containers  and  transplanted  them  early  the 
following  spring,  but  a  year  has  been  lost.  Those  with  mild  winters  or  with  cold 
frame  or  greenhouse  facilities  need  not  lose  this  extra  year. 


The  seedlings  (Photo  above),  photographed  in  late  June,  had  been  trans¬ 
planted  in  late  February  and  March  after  wintering  over  in  their  seed  pots. 
(Photo  at  top,  page  38)  shows  the  same  rows  in  late  September,  and  shows 
how  fast  the  seedlings  have  developed.  Most  would  bloom  the  following  year. 
That’s  when  the  fun  really  begins.  I’ll  hazard  a  guess  you’ll  be  as  hooked  by 
the  process  as  I! 


37 


NEW  SEEDLINGS  IN  SEPTEMBER 


— L.  REID 
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From  Pollenation  To  Bloom  In  Two  Years 

John  Coble — Michigan 


This  is  another  of  our  winter  seed  germination  experiences  that  you  can 
add  to  Bob  Bauer’s  previous  germination  article  (appearing  in  The  Review  of 
the  Society  for  Japanese  Irises,  Spring,  1 986).  The  winter  of  1 986-87  we  tried 
a  different  method  and  had  very  good  results.  The  processes  carried  out  are 
the  same,  but  the  physical  apparatus  is  different  and  saves  space.  In  1 986  we 
had  57  different  crosses  to  keep  separate,  and  not  enough  room  in  the 
refrigerator  for  57  plastic  cups  for  the  moist-chill  treatment. 

Our  1 986  Spring  Regional  in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  had  John  Weiler  as 
guest  speaker.  John  outlined  his  method  of  bearded  iris  seed  germination 
that  gave  him  better  results  than  garden  planting.  We  adapted  his  procedure 
to  Japanese  and  Siberian  seed  germination;  the  difference  is  that  the 
bearded  iris  seeds  prefer  to  germinate  in  a  cool  refrigeration  stage,  and  the 
Japanese  and  Siberians  germinate  best  at  high  room  temperatures  after  the 
refrigerated  chill  stage. 

We  collected  our  seeds  in  September  and  October,  shelled  and  stored  the 
seeds  in  envelopes  until  November  1  st.  The  seeds  were  then  tied  up  in  small 
bundles  of  panty-hose  material.  Each  cross  was  labeled  with  a  plastic  label 
with  copper  wire.  Pencil  is  the  best  label  marker,  and  water  proof.  We  used 
‘twist-urns’  to  separate  each  cross,  then  cut  between  the  tie-offs  (this  can  be 
done  after  the  moist-chill  treatment). 


The  string  of  'bundles’  of  seeds  were  then  placed  in  a  large  bowl  and  filled 
with  water.  The  water  was  poured  off  and  changed  each  day  for  1 5  days.  The 
bundles  were  then  drained  of  water  and  placed  in  a  plastic  bag,  tied  closed, 
and  put  in  the  refrigerator  (34°-40°  F)  for  ten  weeks. 

About  February  1st,  the  seed  bundles  were  removed  from  the  refrigerator 
and  plastic  bag,  and  put  in  a  large  bowl  with  a  plastic  wrap  over  the  top  to 
keep  the  bundles  moist.  A  couple  of  crosses  began  germinating  within  three 
days,  and  most  had  begun  by  the  tenth  day.  From  our  previous  experience, 
we  knew  that  germination  of  Japanese  and  Siberian  seeds  are  speeded  up 
by  heat  after  the  chill  stage.  Therefore,  after  the  third  day  at  room  tem¬ 
perature,  we  would  fill  the  bowl  containing  the  bundles  with  warm  tap  water 
(90°-100°  F)  and  let  set  a  half  to  a  full  hour  until  cool.  Then  the  water  was 
poured  off  and  the  bowl  was  covered  with  the  plastic  wrap  until  the  next  day’s 
warm  water  treatment.  After  the  tenth  day,  the  covered  bowl  was  left  at  room 
temperature  and  observed  daily  for  the  white  radicles  of  germination  to  show 
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inside  the  nyion  bundles.  By  day  fifteen  some  radicles  had  grown  to  the  point 
of  penetrating  the  nylon. 

At  this  stage  we  opened  the  bundles  and  removed  the  seeds  (germinated 
and  non-germinated)  and  placed  them  on  wet  sand  (plastic  cups  filled  %  full 
of  wet  sand),  and  each  cup  covered  with  plastic  wrap  and  labeled.  As  enough 
seeds  germinated  to  fill  or  half-fill  a  potting  tray,  the  germinated  seeds  were 
removed  and  potted  up  in  trays  of  commercial  seedling  mix,  and  each  cross 
labeled.  Thus  our  trays  are  planted  full  with  only  germinated  seeds  rather 
than  wasting  space  from  seeds  that  do  not  germinate. 

We  started  potting  up  seedlings  on  March  1,  1987.  Some  seedlings  had 
first  leaves  of  2cm,  some  had  only  new  radicles  of  1  mm.  By  March  8th,  1 750 
seedlings  had  been  potted  up  and  filled  the  four  by  eight  foot  seedling  bench 
with  its  eight,  eight  foot  flourescent  bulbs,  now  running  for  24  hours  a  day.  By 
March  12th,  the  first  tray  potted  up  on  March  1st  had  plants  putting  up  their 
third  leaf,  with  the  second  leaf  3V2"  tall.  We  expect  from  experience,  that  if  we 
can  get  these  seedlings  planted  out  in  late  May,  80%  will  bloom  in  1 988,  and 
most  will  have  two  to  four  bloom  stalks. 

The  main  reason  for  our  early  indoor  germination  is  to  get  seedlings  to 
bloom  in  two  years  from  making  the  cross.  This  allows  us  to  cull  and  re-use 
seedling  bed  space  one  year  quicker  than  normal.  We  are  thus  able  to  work 
with  a  two  year  per  generation  hybridizing  program.  This  helps  shorten  the 
time  involved  in  both  line-breeding  goals  and  especially  genetic  inheritance 
studies. 


SUNSHINE  BOY  (’86)  Beautifully  formed 
cream-yellow  intermediate  that  stole  the  spot¬ 
light  in  Sue  Coleman’s  ’86  convention  garden 
. . . $12.50 

ICE  PALACE  (’86)  Ruffled  light  blue  TB 
. . $15.00 

CALIFORNIA  GIRL  (’86)  Blue-violet  BB 
plicata . $15.00 

Former  Introductions 
ALABAMA  BOUND— White  TB. .  . . . .  $5.00 
WINE  FESTIVAL — Wine  plicata  TB  . . .  $5.00 

MYRA  ELIZABETH— Purple  TB . . . $7.50 

COTATI— Purple  BB . . . $3.00 

PERSIAN  BOY — Outstanding  Aril-Med  .....................  $3.00 

Include  $5.00  Shipping— Handling— Minimum  Purchase— $12.50 

Order  from  this  ad  on/y 

VAGABOND  GARDENS 

Frank  Foster 

11115  Bodega  Flighway  Sebastopol,  CA  95472 


SUNSHINE  BOY 
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Photo  Recording  Japanese  Iris  Seedlings 

by  Lorena  M.  Reid,  Oregon 


There  are  a  couple  of  ways  your  color  camera  can  help  in  keeping  track  of 
your  Japanese  Iris  seedlings.  You  will  want  to  keep  in  mind,  of  course,  the 
color  rendition  capabilities  and  flaws  of  the  film  you  use.  A  color  picture  is  truly 
worth  many  (if  not  1000)  words  of  description  and  should  greatly  enhance 
your  written  records. 

The  first  of  these  is  by  using  1/2"  hardware  cloth  (a  galvanized  metal  mesh) 
stretched  over  and  stapled  to  a  wood  frame.  Suspended  by  the  corners  over 
juice  cans  or  stakes  driven  into  the  ground  the  hardware  cloth  frame  can  be 
used  as  your  canvas  for  recording,  with  size  guide  built  in.  Cut  a  flower  of  the 
pod  parent  to  put  at  the  upper  left  of  the  frame.  A  blossom  of  the  pollen  parent 
can  go  just  to  the  right  of  it.  Then  arrange  flowers  from  the  seedlings  of  the 
cross  in  rows.  Focus  and  photograph.  If  the  cross  is  a  very  large  one,  several 
slides  of  the  cross  can  be  made.  You  might  want  to  record  only  seedlings 
which  were  to  be  lined  out,  or  extremes  of  variation  in  a  cross  where  this  would 
be  of  interest. 

Inside  front  cover  shows  one  such  record  with  the  pod  and  pollen  parents  at 
the  upper  left,  and  twelve  out  of  thirty  seedlings  from  that  cross.  Size  is  easily 
determined,  no  matter  how  far  away  the  camera  was,  by  counting  the  number 
of  wires  (1  inch  in  diameter  for  every  two  wires).  You  can  photograph  just  the 
seedlings  if  you  prefer,  without  parents. 

Another  photographic  recording  method  is  much  more  artistic,  though  it 
takes  more  film.  This  method  involves  taking  separate  slides  of  parents  and 
seedlings.  It  is  perhaps  more  appropriate  for  seedlings  held  most  high  in 
esteem  and  for  which  you  have  most  hope!  The  slide  series’  resulting  from  this 
method  is  usually  very  popular  at  slide  shows.  The  first  slide  of  a  series  is  the 
pod  parent  of  your  cross,  the  second  is  the  pollen  parent,  and  the  third  (and 
following  if  there  are  several  seedlings)  is  the  seedling  (numbered  and/or 
named)  from  the  cross. 
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Japanese  Iris — Problems  and  Solutions 

Ben  Hager,  California 


Most  gardeners  know  how  to  take  care  of  such  problems  as  aphids,  white 
flies,  spider  mites,  thrips  and  other  pests  that  may  occasionally  reach  harmful 
proportions  in  Japanese  irises.  These  are  the  pests  common  to  most  garden 
plants. 

RUST,  however,  may  not  be  as  common,  producing  its  powdery,  rust 
colored  spits  on  the  leaves  of  irises,  mostly  in  coastal  areas.  There  are  three 
products  that,  sprayed  early  in  the  growing  season,  and  once  or  twice  at  three 
to  four  week  intervals,  should  abolish  this  unsightly  condition  from  the 
garden.  Brand  names  of  these  products  are:  Plantvax,  Bayleton  and 
Funginex,  any  of  which  should  be  available  from  your  nursery  supply.  The 
least  expensive,  and  most  readily  available,  of  these  is  Funginex,  so  try  it  first. 
It  has  not  always  succeeded  on  irises,  so  if  it  does  not  eliminate  the  rust,  try 
one  of  the  others. 

There  are,  unfortunately,  two  other  problems  that  are  less  common,  but 
becoming  more  so:  nematodes,  and  a  scorch-like  condition.  Two  types  of 
nematodes  have  been  identified  in  Japanese  irises:  the  lesion  or  meadow 
nematode  (Pratylenchus  penetrans)  and  the  root-knot  nematodes  (a  Meloid- 
ogyne  species).  By  far  the  most  common  and  least  injurious  of  these  is  the 
lesion  nematode,  which,  by  all  reports,  is  found  universally  in  all  cultivated 
(and  wild?)  areas  of  the  earth.  It  is  a  microscopic,  worm-like  beastie  that 
makes  a  slit  in  the  root  and  sticks  its  head  in  to  feed.  Neither  the  creature  nor 
the  evidence  of  its  presence  is  discernable  with  the  naked  eye — except 
perhaps  the  red  roots  found  on  most  Japanese  iris  plants.  Clean  (no 
nematode)  roots  are  pure  white.  Red  root  plants  will  usually  test  out  to  be 
hosts  to  these  nematodes.  Plant  decline  will  sometimes  be  noticed  in  older 
clumps  that  are  heavily  infested,  more  often  in  temperate  climates  than  in 
winter-cold  locations. 

Root-knot  nematode  is  seldom  a  problem  where  the  soil  freezes  for  lengthy 
periods  in  the  winter  months.  In  temperate  climates  it  is  a  plague,  causing 
rapid  decline  and  eventual  plant  death  with  heavy  infestations. 

Root-knot  nematode  is  also  a  microscopic,  worm-like  organism  that  at¬ 
taches  itself  to  the  end  of  growing  roots.  The  root  continues  to  grow  around  the 
nematode,  forming  a  growth  resembling  a  knot.  The  nematode  then  goes  into 
a  cyst  stage  that  resembles  a  tiny  pearl  and  can  actually  be  seen  by  the 
naked  eye  (with  good  vision!)  if  the  ‘knot’  is  split  open  carefully.  At  this  point 
the  root  stops  growing  lengthwise  and  begins  to  produce  lateral  branching  of 
hair-like  roots  that,  in  the  Japanese  iris,  can  become  so  abundant  and 
intertwined  that  it  is  impossible  to  remove  heavy  soil  except  by  soaking  in 
water  or  washing  in  a  jet  stream  of  water.  This  phase  is  the  most  apparent 
manifestion  and  the  surest  sign  of  the  infestation. 
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These  two  nematodes  can  infest  all  types  of  irises.  Getting  rid  of 
nematodes  in  bearded  irises  is  a  simple  matter.  This  pest  usually  enters  the 
root  system  only  (one  nematode  has  been  found  inside  the  rhizome:  the 
Javanese  nematode,  and  it  is  so  far  very  rare).  Removing  the  roots  completely, 
all  the  way  back  to  the  rhizome  (shaving),  then  cleaning  the  rhizome  thor¬ 
oughly  (a  1 0%  bleach  to  water  solution  will  help) — will  almost  certainly  rid  the 
bearded  iris  rhizome  of  nematode. 

This  process  applied  to  the  beardless  (Siberian  and  Japanese  irises  es¬ 
pecially)  is  90%  +  lethal  to  the  plant.  From  experience  with  this  treatment,  it  is 
evident  that  Japanese  irises  and  Siberians  will  NOT  initiate  new  root  growth 
except  at  the  time  theirgenes  dictate  during  the  bloom  period  and  in  the  fall. 
Timing  of  the  root  removal  may  be  the  answer.  Preliminary  testing  in  California 
with  root  removal  during  the  fall  root  growth  cycle  has  met  with  some  success, 
but  further  testing  is  necessary.  It  is  also  possible  tests  of  this  method  should 
be  made  during  the  bloom  period  (if  one  can  forego  the  blooms  for  a  year!). 
This  root  growth  period,  with  emphasis  on  its  beginning,  is  more  identifiable 
than  in  the  fall  cycle. 

Another  treatment  that  shows  some  possibilities  of  being  effective,  but  is 
also  in  the  BEGINNING  STAGES  OF  TESTING  ONLY,  is:  dig,  divide,  clean  out 
all  soil  and  then  soak  obviously  infested  plants  in  a  solution  of  CYGON  2  for 
one  hour  (using  the  proportions  recommended  on  the  package  for  spraying). 
Put  these  plants  in  containers  filled  with  clean,  high  humus  soil  (no  fertilizer). 
This  treatment  needs  a  lot  more  testing  to  prove  its  value  or  lack  of  it.  Within  the 
year  we  should  know  more  about  the  effectiveness  of  this  treatment,  but  the 
process  is  showing  enough  evidence  to  warrant  thinking  toward  affirmative 
results. 

Do  not  replant  treated  plants  in  infested  soil.  This  should  be  obvious. 
(Treating  plants  still  growing  in  the  soil  is  also  pointless.)  The  only  fairly  sure 
method  of  ridding  the  soil  of  nematodes  is  fumigation  with  methyl  bromide — a 
highly  toxic  gas.  Be  very  careful  and  follow  directions  closely.  Many  agri¬ 
cultural  departments  are  offering  classes  n  the  use  of  this  gas  before  issuing 
permits  to  purchase  and  use  this  material.  Where  use  of  methyl  bromide  is 
restricted,  Vapam  can  be  substituted.  The  fumigant  is  injected  into  the  soil 
with  a  special  gun  that  can  be  rented.  Unfortuntely  Vapam  is  not  as  effective 
as  methyl  bromide  and  the  whole  process  should  be  repeated  every  couple  of 
years  just  to  keep  the  nematodes  at  a  minimum  infestation. 

Another  method  is  to  grow  clean  plants  in  containers,  with  clean  soil.  A  final 
suggestion  is  to  grow  your  Japanese  irises  in  standing  water  the  year  around; 
shallow  water  no  more  than  two  or  three  inches  above  the  crown  of  the  plant, 
although  this  may  vary  somewhat  with  the  season.  Mature  plants  can  tolerate 
deeper  water  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  leaf  growth  or  when  they  are 
dormant.  Nematodes  cannot  live  long  in  submerged  conditions. 

The  second  problem  with  Japanese  irises  is  a  SCORCH-LIKE  phe¬ 
nomenon.  There  is  no  evidence  of  a  relationship  between  this  malady  and  the 
‘scorch’  in  bearded  irises,  except  that  the  symptoms  are  similar.  Roots  wither 
and  the  whole  clump  dies  and  turns  a  bright  red-brown.  This  affliction  is  seen 
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more  in  the  Siberian  and  Pacific  Coast  irises  than  in  Japanese  irises.  However, 
it  often  can  be  a  problem  with  Japanese  irises,  and  at  least  one  report  from 
continental  Europe  indicates  a  serious  problem.  Most  of  the  experiments 
discussed  here  have  been  applied  to  the  Siberian  and  Pacific  Coast  irises, 
but  testing  is  underway  with  Japanese  irises.  Soak  the  dug,  divided  and 
cleaned  plants  in  the  package-recommended  solution  of  a  fairly  new  product 
called  SUBDUE  for  one  hour  before  planting  in  the  fall,  with  a  follow-up 
treatment  by  drenching  the  plants  (leaves  included,  since  SUBDUE  is  some¬ 
what  systemic)  in  the  spring  when  they  start  to  grow.  This  seems  to  renew 
growth  potential  in  slightly  infected  plants  and  protects  healthy  plants  from 
infection.  Annual  drenching  of  previously  treated  clumps  could  also  be  effec¬ 
tive,  at  least  as  a  deterrent.  This  treatment  has  show  definite  benefits  with 
Siberian  and  Pacific  Coast  irises*,  but  is  not  an  established  cure  as  yet.  More 
time  and  growing  seasons  will  tell  a  more  complete  story. 

As  I  am  sure  you  are  aware,  none  of  the  foregoing  treatments  have  been 
completely  proven  as  yet.  No  responsibility  will  be  acknowledged  for  failure  of 
any  repetitions  of  these  procedures  to  effect  a  cure,  either  for  nematodes  or 
for  the  scorch-like  affliction  of  your  Japanese  iris  plants.  However,  let  us  hope 
they  will  prove  effective,  and  that  through  such  experiments  we  can  be  led  to  a 
sure-cure  in  the  near  future. 

*Adele  Lawyer,  from  a  talk  for  Region  14  fall  meeting,  1986 


Editor’s  Note: — An  alternative  method  of  controlling  nematodes  with  a  new 
chemical  called  NEMACUR  is  being  experimented  with.  This  is  a  granular 
nemicide  which  is  tilled  into  the  soil  prior  to  planting.  Transplants  need  to  be 
dipped  in  CYGON  to  ensure  that  nematode  populations  are  not  being  trans¬ 
planted  with  the  plants. 

Initial  observations  are  encouraging,  and  a  more  detailed  report  will  be 
made  following  further  testing. 


REMINDER  .  .  . 

The  Memphis  Area  Iris  Society  invites  hybridizers  of  beardless  irises  to 
send  guest  rhizomes  for  the  1 989  AIS  National  Convention.  With  half  of 
the  gardens  displaying  beardless  irises,  and  with  the  Ketchum  Memori¬ 
al  Iris  Garden  as  the  Master  Planting,  there  are  still  spaces  open  for 
these  irises.  Please  refer  to  the  AIS  Bulletin  No.  262,  July,  1986,  for 
specifics  on  guesting  beardless  irises.  We  also  wish  to  thank 
hybridizers  who  responded  to  our  “Request  for  Beardless  Iris  Guests” 
last  fall. 

JIM  BROWNE,  CHAIRMAN 
4818  NORMANDY  LANE 
MEMPHIS,  TN,  38117 
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Japanese  Nursery  Sells  Iris  Plants  In  The  Spring 

Ben  Hager,  California 

On  the  first  Japanese  iris  tour  an  unusual  merchandising  procedure  was 
noticed  in  a  nursery  which  the  tour  members  had  to  go  through  to  reach  a 
spectacular  planting  of  Japanese  irises  in  a  garden  near  Osaka.  The  curious 
thing  in  the  nursery  was  a  row  of  about  fifteen  to  twenty  plants  of  Japanese 
irises  in  bloom,  bare  rooted  and  leaning  against  a  long  nursery  bench.  The 
roots  retained  only  the  soil  that  clung  to  them  when  they  were  dug.  Obviously 
these  were  for  sale  to  customers  who  would  expect  them  to  continue  growing 
when  planted  in  their  own  gardens. 

The  weather  was  the  usual  for  Japanese  iris  bloom  time— mid  June  in 
Japan.  It  was  the  beginning  of  the  monsoon  weather— hot  and  muggy;  humid 
with  light  drizzles  off  and  on.  The  nurseryman  probably  was  very  watchful  that 
the  roots  of  the  plants  did  not  dry  out  before  being  sold,  but  we  saw  no 
evidence  of  water  being  applied.  Perhaps  sales  were  expected  to  be  so  brisk 
that  such  attention  would  not  be  necessary! 
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Companion  Plants  Blooming  With  Japanese  Irises 

Anna  Mae  Miller,  Michigan 


The  goal  of  most  gardeners  is  to  have  a  garden  that  adds  beauty  to  their 
environment,  spreads  joy,  and  is  a  seasonal  calendar. 

This  might  be  achieved  with  one  well  grown  plant  used  as  an  accent  to 
emphasize  the  form,  color,  pattern  and  texture  of  the  plants.  For  instance,  in  a 
foundation  planting,  a  nice  clump  of  dark  blue  Japanese  irises  and  a  gray 
foliaged  plant  of  Stachys  lanata  or  Achillea  ‘Coronation  Gold’  dramatizing  a 
Betty  Prior  rose  would  give  both  textural  and  color  contrasts.  Alongside  a 
pool,  a  white  Japanese  iris  planted  with  a  waterlily  and  Papyrus  plant  adds 
complimentary  texture  and  scale.  In  front  of  an  Azalea  and  Rhododendron 
planting  several  Japanese  irises  in  a  nice  color  range  allow  the  colors  to  stand 
out  against  the  dark  green  foliage,  possibly  with  Astilbe  ‘Sprite’  planted  in 
front.  Near  a  white  wrought  iron  seat  (where  one  might  enjoy  a  few  quiet 
moments)  a  plant  of  Shasta  daisies  (Chrysanthemem  maximum)  ‘Marconi’, 
‘Wirral  Pride’  or  ‘Aglaya’  would  be  beautiful  planted  next  to  a  dark  purple 
Japanese  iris  with  a  white  edge. 

Azaleas,  Pieris,  japonica  and  rhododendrons  are  natural  shrubs  as  back¬ 
grounds  for  the  Japanese  irises,  as  they  too  like  an  acidic  soil. 

Another  use  would  be  the  Japanese  irises  as  a  background  for  a  few 
shorter  perennials  that  enjoy  the  same  soil  and  moisture  requirements,  such 
as  the  fluffy  spikes  of  Astilbe.  The  whites,  pinks  and  reds  of  the  Astilbe  make  a 
beautiful  combination  with  a  change  of  form,  patern  and  texture  from  the  large 
blossoms  and  linear  leaves  of  the  Japanese  iris. 

Japanese  irises  are  spectacular  plants  and  a  real  show  in  themselves. 
Since  their  colors  are  mostly  whites,  pinks,  violets  and  purples,  some  striking 
color  harmonies  can  be  arranged  using  yellows,  oranges  and  different  fo¬ 
liage  forms  such  as  those  of  Yarrow  (Achillea  ‘Moonshine’  or  ‘Coronation 
Gold’),  Coreopsis  and  lilies  (Lilium).  The  bulbous  lilies  such  as  ‘Enchantment’, 
‘Corsage’,  'Caroline  Marie’,  ‘Hornback’s  Gold’  and  ‘Pirate’  are  a  few  that 
would  bloom  at  the  same  time  as  the  Japanese  irises  and  would  complement 
each  other  when  planted  nearby. 

Other  perennials  that  bloom  with  the  Japanese  irises  are  daylilies 
(Hemerocallis)  and  Red  Hot  Pokers  (Tritoma  or  Knophofia)  They  have  similar 
foliage  but  the  flower  form  is  very  contrasting.  A  perennial  foxglove  (Digitalis 
ambigua  or  D.  dubra)  is  unusual  and  a  nice  companion.  The  whites,  pinks 
and  reds  of  phloxes  such  as  ‘Spitfire’,  ‘Tenor’,  ‘Mary  Louise’,  ‘Blue  Ice’  and 
‘Fairy’s  Petticoat’  that  bloom  with  and  following  the  Japanese  irises  are  nice 
with  them. 

Japanese  irises  are  tall  enough  that  they  may  be  planted  in  the  back  of  a 
narrow  perennial  border  or  island  bed,  or  in  the  middle  of  a  wide  bed  that 
might  even  have  a  peony  or  low  shrub  border.  Their  reedlike  foliage  and  their 
seedpods  are  a  good  contrast  even  when  not  in  bloom. 
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Japanese  Iris  Display  Gardens 

Claire  B.  Barr,  California 


The  Display  Garden  Program  of  the  Society  for  Japanese  Irises  is  a  new 
venture,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  provide  pleasure  for  garden  hosts  and 
visitors  alike.  The  chief  purpose  of  this  program  is  to  ensure  that  people 
wishing  to  see  Japanese  irises  can  have  access  to  gardens  where  they  are 
grown  well.  In  a  display  garden,  the  plants  should  be  accurately  labeled  with 
the  name  or  seedling  number,  the  name  of  the  hybridizer,  and  the  date  of 
registration/introduction  where  applicable.  Ideally,  the  garden  hosts  will  be 
acquiring  some  of  the  newer  introductions  from  time  to  time. 

A  listing  of  display  gardens  is  included  here.  The  owners  invite  you  to 
contact  them  and  visit  their  gardens  during  the  bloom  season. 


Region  1 

1)  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Currier  McEwen,  Seaways  Gardens 
Route  1 ,  Box  818,  South  Harpswell,  ME  04079 

2)  Mrs.  Maurice  B.  Pope,  Jr. 

39  Highland  Ave.,  Gorham,  ME  04038 

Region  3 

1)  George  C.  Bush,  1739  Memory  Lane  Extd.,  York,  PA  17402 

2)  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sterling  U.  Innerst 

2700A  Oakland  Road,  Dover,  PA  17315 

Region  4 

1)  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clarence  Mahan,  The  Iris  Pond 
731 1  Churchill  Road,  McLean,  VA  22101 

2)  Mrs.  Andrew  C.  Warner 

16815  Falls  Road,  Upperco,  MD  21155 

Region  5 

1)  Mrs.  Wells  E.  Burton 

3275  Miller  Drive,  Ladson,  SC  29456 

Region  6 

1)  Robert  A.  Bauer  &  John  A.  Coble,  Ensata  Gardens 
9823  E.  Michigan  Ave.,  Galesburg,  Ml  49053 

2)  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  A.  Copeland 
34165  CR  652,  Mattawan,  Ml  49071 

3)  Mrs.  Ronald  F.  Miller,  Old  Douglas  Perennials 
6065  Old  Douglas  Road,  Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 

4)  James  W.  Shook,  3987  Lincoln  Lake  Road,  Lowell,  Ml  49331 
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5)  Dr.  Harold  L.  Stahly 

8343  Manchester  Drive,  Grand  Blanc,  Ml  48439 

6)  Mrs.  Robert  Stallcop,  Rt.  2,  Box  676,  Greencastie,  IN  46135 

Region  7 

1)  Adolph  J.  Vogt,  5101  Fegenbush  Ln.,  Louisville,  KY  40218 

Region  9 

1)  Mrs.  Florence  E.  Stout,  150  N.  Main  St.,  Lombard,  IL  60148 

2)  Jerry  &  Melody  Wilhoit 

Route  1,  Box  141,  Kansas,  IL  61933 

Region  13 

1)  Terry  &  Barbara  Aitken,  Aitken’s  Salmon  Creek  Garden 
608  N.W.  119  St.,  Vancouver,  WA,  98685 

2)  Mrs.  Lorena  M.  Reid,  Laurie’s  Garden 
41886  McKenzie  Hwy.,  Springfield,  OR  97478 

3) Allan  &  Dorothy  Rogers,  Caprice  Farm  Nursery 
15425  S.W.  Pleasant  Hill  Rd. 

Sherwood,  OR  97140 

Region  15 

1)  Lillian  Champion,  12420  Seventh  St.,  Yucaipa,  CA  92399 

Region  18 

1)  Donald  Delmez,  3240  Connecticut  St.,  St.  Charles,  MO  63301 

Region  19 

1)  Presby  Memorial  Iris  Gardens,  Upper  Montclair,  NJ  07043 


SIBERIAN  IRISES . Postpaid  $7.00 


By  Currier  McEwen;  illustrated  with  color 
plates,  drawings  and  monochrome;  includes 
glossary  of  terms;  prepared  with  help  from 
committee  of  advisors  and  contributors  from 
The  Society  for  Siberian  Irises.  Proceeds  from 
sale  of  books  will  be  used  to  support  the  work 
of  SSL 


Send  order  to:  Julius  Wadekamper,  15974  Canby  Avenue,  Route  5, 
Faribault,  MN  55021.  Make  check  payable  to 
Society  for  Siberian  Irises. 
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Japanese  Iris  Conventions 

John  Coble,  Michigan 


In  the  fall  of  1982,  in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  a  suggestion  was  made  to  do 
something  special  in  conjunction  with  our  annua!  Japanese  Iris  show;  some¬ 
thing  in  the  line  of  our  Regional  activities  with  guest  iris,  judges  training,  and 
banquet  and  speaker.  The  idea  was  accepted  and  even  amended  to  go 
further  and  make  it  a  national  or  even  international  function.  That  winter,  ideas 
collected  and  letters  were  sent  to  hybridizers  asking  if  they  would  cooperate. 
With  affirmative  responses  from  Oregon  to  Maine,  but  none  from  Japan,  the 
Southwestern  Michigan  Iris  Society  set  committees  in  motion  to  hold,  what 
would  become,  the  first  National  Japanese  Iris  Convention.  Four  guest  gar¬ 
dens  were  secured  and  by  the  spring  of  1983  special  beds  were  being 
prepared  for  the  soon-to-arrive  guest  irises.  Fifteen  hybridizers  responded  by 
sending  68  different  promising  seedlings  or  newly  registered  cultivars.  The 
guest  irises  were  received  and  planted  from  July  through  September,  1983. 

By  July,  1 985,  much  work  had  been  completed  by  many  club  members  for 
arriving  guests:  motel,  banquet  room,  buses,  iris  show,  fish-fry,  and  gardens. 
By  air,  car,  and  camper,  came  some  50  registered  visitors  from  outside  our 
own  club.  Ten  states  were  represented.  We  held  our  annual  Japanese  Iris 
Show  on  Friday  at  a  large  mall.  Here,  beside  the  hospitality  table  we  set  up  our 
registration  table  and  welcomed  arriving  guests.  The  show  was  dismantled  at 
7  p.m.  so  that  all  club  members  and  guests  could  meet  for  a  slide  show 
presented  by  Adolph  Vogt  on  his  trip  to  Japan  during  their  bloom  season. 

The  following  Saturday  morning,  two  buses  filled  with  visitors  and  cameras 
were  off  to  a  full  day  of  iris  viewing,  two  judges  training  sessions,  a  fish-fry 
luncheon  provided  by  Jim  Copeland,  and  much  visiting  and  making  new 
friends.  That  evening,  a  banquet  was  held  with  98  irisarians  listening  to  Dr. 
William  Ackerman  talk  and  show  slides  on  the  genetic  potential  of  Iris  ensata. 
The  evening  ended  with  a  slide-  auction  of  most  of  the  guest  iris  that  had  been 
donated  by  the  hybridizers.  All  of  the  auction  proceeds  ($2000)  went  to  The 
Society  For  Japanese  Irises,  to  help  with  publication  of  the  new  book  on 
Japanese  Iris  being  edited  by  Dr.  Currier  McEwen. 

The  first  Japanese  iris  convention  provided  much  enthusiasm  to  “do  it 
again”.  But  how  soon?  How  many  areas  have  willing  gardeners  and  volunteer¬ 
ing  club  members?  How  many  hybridizers  of  Japanese  iris  are  willing  to 
annually  or  biennially  send  guest  iris?  Summerville,  South  Carolina  has  been 
holding  special  Jl  Weekends  for  several  years  and  seemed  the  logical  place 
to  continue  the  succession  of  conventions.  They  agreed,  and  by  the  time  you 
read  this  article,  the  second  Jl  National  Convention  will  have  been  held  there, 
the  last  weekend  of  May,  1987. 

And  the  enthusiasm  grows.  What,  two  years  ago  we  hoped  might  be  a 
biennial  event,  has  fostered  enough  enthusiasm  to  be  held  annually.  Because 
of  our  experience  and  our  growing  number  of  gardens  raising  Japanese  iris, 
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Kalamazoo  has  been  asked  to  host  its  second  convention  July  1  -3, 1 988.  Our 
club  and  gardeners  have  accepted,  and  plans  are  underway  to  provide  an 
enjoyable  weekend  for  all  who  will  come. 

The  Washington,  D.C.  area,  has  been  making  plans,  and  preparing  and 
planting  guest  iris  beds  for  the  fourth  National  Japanese  Iris  Convention  at  the 
middle  of  June,  1989.  With  the  U.S.  Arboretum  and  Dr.  Ackerman’s  already 
famous  hybridizing  program  close  by,  the  Chesapeake  and  Potomac  and 
Francis  Scott  Key  Iris  Societies  will  be  prepared  to  accept  a  record  number  of 
convention  attendees. 

For  more  information  about  specific  dates,  times,  and  reservations,  please 
write  to  the  Chairpersons  (pro  tern)  of  the  next  two  conventions.  Convention 
registration  material  may  not  be  ready  to  send  out  at  this  time,  but  your  name 
and  address  will  be  put  on  their  mailing  lists. 


Japanese  Iris  Conventions 


Kalamazoo  Michigan  1988 


Washington,  D.C.  1989 


Mr.  Robert  A.  Bauer  Mrs.  Andrew  C.  Warner 

9823  E.  Michigan  16815  Falls  Road 

Galesburg,  Mich.  49053  Upperco,  Maryland  21155 

If  you  are  among  the  large  and  growing  population  that  is  finding  new  or 
renewed  interest  in  Japanese  iris,  you  may  want  to  note  the  future  schedule  of 
Japanese  Iris  Conventions:  1990  in  Maine  and  1991  in  Oregon/Washington. 

Reports  on  these  conventions  as  they  happen  (with  popularity  poles, 
varietal  comments,  and  speaker  notes)  and  publicity  of  upcoming  conven¬ 
tions  are  published  in  TFtE  REVIEW,  the  semi-annual  publication  of  The 
Society  For  Japanese  Irises. 

John  Coble 


INTRODUCTIONS  FOR  1987 

RED  TIME — IB,  23".  Light  red  stands;  dark  red  falls;  large  yellow 


beards . $15.00 

PRAIRIE  LOVER— IB,  26".  Ruffled  yellow  self . $15.00 

Both  for  $20.00 

FLOYD  and  LEOTA  DYER 


9503  S.  Hydraulic  Wichita,  KS  67233 
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FLOWER  ARRANGING 
WITH  JAPANESE  IRISES 
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Arranging  with  Japanese  Irises 

Mrs.  P.  R.  (Betty)  Black,  South  Carolina 

In  our  iris  show  we  have  creative  designs  using  one  or  more  open  iris.  A 
creative  design  is  the  arranger’s  own  idea,  and  some  very  interesting  ar¬ 
rangements  can  be  found  in  this  type  of  show. 

The  show  schedule  should  be  read  thoroughly,  and  a  decision  made  as  to 
which  classes  to  enter. 

The  design  is  begun  by  selectively  choosing  the  line,  foliages  and  flowers. 
An  interesting  line  is  the  beginning  of  the  design.  Weathered  wood,  curved 
branches,  scotch  broom,  pussy  willow,  palm  spathes  or  fronds,  vines  or  cat 
tails  are  just  a  few  materials  that  can  be  used  for  lines. 

The  Japanese  irises  should  be  cut  the  day  before  the  show,  either  early  in 
the  morning  or  late  in  the  afternoon.  Cut  the  stem  several  inches  longer  that 
needed  and  on  a  slant  rather  than  straight  across.  By  cutting  on  a  slant  the 
stems  will  not  rest  on  the  bottom  of  the  container  of  water,  and  can  absorb  the 
water  more  readily.  Place  the  container  of  irises  in  a  cool,  dark  place,  making 
sure  it  is  not  in  a  draft. 

To  begin  the  design,  place  a  pinpoint  holder  in  a  suitable  container  or 
anchor  it  on  a  base.  Having  chosen  the  material  to  be  used  for  the  line,  it 
should  be  positioned  securely  in  the  pinpoint  holder,  making  sure  it  is  visually 
balanced.  Some  kinds  of  line  material  can  work  with  only  the  irises  added, 
while  others  need  some  type  of  foliage  to  complete  the  design.  Choice  of 
foliage  could  include  iris  or  amarylis  blades,  ivy,  leaves  like  fatsia,  hydrangea, 
castor  beans  or  large  leaves  from  pot  plants  like  begonias,  syngonium  or 
philodendrons,  barberry  foliage,  ligustrum  or  boxwood. 

When  the  design  is  finished,  stand  back  and  take  a  good  look  at  it.  Is  it 
balanced?  Does  it  have  height,  width  and  depth?  Does  the  eye  travel  through¬ 
out  the  design,  or  does  it  have  a  stopping  place? 

Taking  a  Polaroid  picture  of  the  design  on  the  night  before  a  show  can  be 
very  helpful.  The  old  saying  “a  picture  is  worth  a  thousand  words”  can  be  an 
accurate  statement.  It  is  surprising  how  quickly  one  can  pick  out  the  faults  of 
the  design,  and  correct  the  mistake  before  getting  to  the  show  floor. 


IRIS  POST  CARDS  AVAILABLE 

Packets  of  twelve  different  iris  cards,  in  color,  are  now  avail¬ 
able  for  $2.00  a  packet,  or  3  packets  for  $5.00.  Checks 
payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  should  be  sent  to: 

C.J.  LACK,  718  WEST  67TH  ST.,  TULSA,  OK,  74132 
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SAGA  SCHOOL  OF  IKEBANA 

Saga  School  headquarters  is  located  at  the  ancient  Daikakuji  Temple  in 
Kyoto,  Japan.  In  the  9th  century,  according  to  history,  Emperor  Saga  admired 
a  spray  of  chrysanthemums  he  had  picked,  and  arranged  them  simply  in  a 
vase.  It  is  said  that  in  his  pleasure  and  enthusiasm,  this  experience  encour¬ 
aged  the  early  study  of  Ikebana. 

Traditional  styles  of  Ikebana  offered  at  the  Saga  School  are  as  follows; 
SHOGONKA:  This  style  was  developed  from  the  Rikkwa  Style  which  reached 
perfection  between  the  9th  and  12th  centuries.  It  expresses  the  Buddhistic 
thought  that  all  substances  of  the  universe  are  composed  of  six  great  ele¬ 
ments,  namely;  Earth,  Water,  Fire,  Wind,  Space  and  Knowledge.  When  all 
branches  harmonize  well,  they  present  a  picture  of  natural  beauty.  There  is 
great  Buddhistic  significance  in  this  style  and  the  deeper  the  understanding, 
the  more  fascinating  and  amazing  it  becomes,  both  theoretically  and  tech¬ 
nically. 

HEIKA:  With  its  beginning  during  the  1 5th  century,  Heika  style  is  full  of  variety 
and  free  from  many  rules.  The  beauty  of  the  branches  and  flowers  is  impor¬ 
tant,  and  they  are  arranged  according  to  their  natural  growth.  Careful  atten¬ 
tion  is  given  to  combination  of  materials  and  their  suitability  to  the  container. 
Quiet  and  refined  containers  are  recommended,  usually  vase  or  urn  shaped. 
This  studied,  but  more  natural,  arrangement  flourished  with  the  advent  of  the 
Tea  Ceremony. 

SEIKA:  In  the  1 6th  century  the  Seika  style  was  developed;  a  simple  and  very 
beautiful  three  branch  asymmetrical  triangle.  The  three  basic  lines  of  this 
style  are  Heaven,  the  soul  of  all  elements  of  life;  Man,  the  fundamental  way  by 
which  all  things  become  active;  and  Earth,  the  way  in  which  all  things  take 
form.  Seika  style  is  noted  for  its  graceful,  restrained  simplicity.  It  is  the  most 
formal  style  and  has  always  been  used  on  formal  occasions. 

MORIBANA:  During  the  1 9th  century,  the  Moribana  style  was  created  through 
the  influence  of  the  Western  world.  This  style  of  Saga  School  was  developed 
from  the  natural  surroundings  of  Kaikakuji  Temple.  This  modern  style  has 
more  freedom,  yet  still  maintains  the  triangular  form.  The  flower  arranger 
endeavors  to  represent  the  beauty  of  nature  in  the  narrow  sphere  of  a  low, 
open  bowl  called  a  ‘Suiban’.  After  studying  the  five  basic  forms  of  Moribana, 
the  students  study  the  seven  styles  of  Scenic  Moribana:  Pond,  Forest,  Field, 
Marsh,  Mountain,  River  and  Seaside.  From  these  styles  the  arranger  may 
create  a  scene  from  nature  close  at  hand  or  from  imagination. 

CREATIVE:  Shokuseitai  of  the  Saga  School  is  based  on  Moribana  or  Heika 
principles  incorporating  Line,  Mass  and  Surface.  This  modern,  creative  de¬ 
sign  stresses  color  combination  of  material  and  container. 

Tai  Yo  So-o,  an  abstract  form  of  Seika  style,  depicts  harmony  with  the 
universe.  The  main  branch  is  unusual  and  requires  skill  and  creativity  to 
enhance  the  beauty  of  the  arrangement. 

The  teachings  of  the  Saga  School  of  Ikebana  bring  to  our  modern  world  the 
serenity  and  sureness  of  traditional  techniques  and  forms.  This  is  acquired 
through  determined  and  patient  study  and  leads  to  The  Way  of  Flowers’.  After 
mastering  the  traditional  forms,  students  explore  modern  and  abstract  ar¬ 
rangements. 
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SOGETSU  SCHOOL  OF  IKEBANA 

One  of  the  most  modern  schools  of  Ikebana,  the  Sogetsu  School,  has  close 
to  a  million  students  around  the  world.  It  was  founded  in  1926  by  Mr.  Sofu 
Teshigahara,  who  felt  there  should  be  a  freer  way  of  arranging  flowers,  and  so 
established  the  Sogetsu  School.  The  name,  Sogetsu,  came  from  two  charac¬ 
ters  meaning  ‘grass’  and  ‘moon’  and  depicts  all  the  universe  as  materials  to 
be  used  in  creating  beauty. 

Although  the  school  was  formed  to  encourage  the  greatest  possible  free¬ 
dom  for  the  arranger,  there  are  basic  foundations  upon  which  the  imagination 
builds.  The  two  main  styles  taught  are  the  Moribana,  ‘flat  bowl’,  and  the 
Nageire,  ‘tall  vase’  arrangements  followed  by  the  freeform  styles.  The  most 
significant  characteristic  of  the  school  is  its  adaptability  to  suit  any  surround¬ 
ing,  Western  or  Japanese,  with  unlimited  kinds  of  flowers,  grasses  and  shrub 
or  tree  branches,  placed  in  any  kind  of  vessel.  The  main  teaching  premise  of 
the  school  is  that  like  any  art,  flower  arranging  cannot  remain  static  but  must 
remain  formative  and  move  with  the  times. 

The  present  headmaster  of  the  Sogetsu  School  is  the  founder’s  son,  Hiroshi 
Teshigahara,  of  Tokyo,  Japan.  There  are  branches  in  many  major  cities  in  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
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Ikebana 

Sylvia  Wong,  Michigan 


Editor’s  Note:  Mrs.  Wong  is  a  Sogetsu  teacher  in  the  Kalamazoo  area. 
She  holds  four  teaching  diplomas  from  the  Sogetsu  School.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  compilation  of  two  articles  by  Sylvia  Wong  which  appeared  in 
THE  REVIEW  of  the  Society  for  Japanese  Irises,  Volume  22,  Number  2, 
Fall  1 985  and  Volunie  24,  Number  1 ,  Spring  1 987. 


In  Japan,  flower  arranging  (Ikebana)  is  part  of  everyday  life.  Many  people 
appreciate  this  lovely  art.  Flowers  are  inexpensive  and  are  to  be  found  in  most 
homes.  Shinto,  the  traditional  religion  of  Japan,  teaches  reverance  for  the 
natural  world;  but  it  was  Buddhism,  whose  monks  brought  the  beginnings  of 
Ikebana  from  China.  Mr.  Sofu  Teshigahara,  the  founder  of  the  Sogetsu  School, 
has  seen  in  Ikebana  a  metaphor  for  life.  “Ikebana”,  he  said,  “like  human  life, 
represents  but  a  beautiful  moment  in  time”.  Ikebana  may  be  loosely  trans¬ 
lated:  “to  give  life  to  flowers”. 

Sogetsu  School,  one  of  many  schools  of  Ikebana,  is  a  modern  rather  than  a 
traditional  school.  It  is  known  for  beauty  of  line  and  sculptural  style.  Each 
school  has  its  own  beauty. 

Irises  are  especially  loved  in  Japan.  Several  species  are  native,  and  are 
used  according  to  the  season  of  bloom.  In  Ikebana,  traditional  emphasis  has 
been  on  the  use  of  fresh  plant  materials.  Today,  however,  we  may  use  dried, 
bleached,  and  even  dyed  materials,  as  well  as  wood,  metal,  plastic,  glass, 
paper  and  stone.  Your  only  limit  is  your  own  imagination.  This  is  true  for 
containers  as  well.  Use  those  that  you  enjoy  and  that  look  nice  in  your  home. 

Kasumi  Teshigahara,  the  daughter  of  the  founder  of  the  Sogetsu  School, 
wrote  that  Ikebana  should  be  done  on  foot.  This  means  that  one  must  search 
not  only  for  plant  materials,  but  also  for  containers,  interesting  pieces  of 
wood,  and  other  bits  of  memorabilia  in  order  to  make  an  Ikebana  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  oneself.  Choose  a  container  that  relates  to  the  other  materials  used  in 
color,  texture  and  form.  Angular  material  requires  an  angular  container,  etc. 
Use  texture  and  color  like  spices  in  cooking,  to  enhance  the  design.  Don’t  be 
afraid  to  try  the  unusual.  Bold,  dramatic  and  dynamic  are  adjectives  often 
used  in  describing  successful  Ikebana.  Better  to  have  stretched  your  ca¬ 
pabilities  than  to  ‘play  it  safe’.  Besides,  it  is  a  lot  more  fun.  Your  enthusiasm  will 
be  reflected  in  the  finished  product. 
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UPRIGHT  MORIBANA 


Moribana,  (styles  made  in  a  low  flat  container,  such  as  a  baking  dish),  are 
easiest  for  the  beginner.  The  following  is  an  explanation  of  how  to  make  a 
basic  upright,  moribana  style,  of  the  Sogetsu  School.  Other  variations  using 
the  basic  pattern  are  possible  as  one  continues  to  study.  For  a  winter  arrange¬ 
ment  one  may  wish  to  use  Dutch  irises  and  some  pine  or  a  forced  branch.  In 
late  spring,  the  graceful  Siberians  are  wonderful  in  combination  with  peony. 
Use  as  few  pieces  as  possible  and  complete  your  design  by  covering  the 
kensan  (needlepoint  holder)  with  water-washed  stones.  Collect  the  stones 
yourself  and  sort  into  ‘sets’  of  similar  color  and  texture,  or  purchase  them 
where  bonsai  supplies  are  sold. 


LENGTH  OF  +  VS>  L. 
CONTAINER- 


DIAGRAM  A’ 

LENGTH  PROPORTION 
DIAGRAM  ‘B’ 


JUSHI 


CONTAINER 

HEIGHT 


SHIN  =  'O 


SOE  -  □ 


HIKAE  -  A 


Diagram  A  shows  the  way  to  determine  the  length  of  the  first  mainline,  Shin,  so 
that  your  arrangement  will  be  pleasantly  proportional  to  your  container.  A 
smaller  container  will  be  needed  if  the  irises  are  too  short. 

Diagram  B  illustrates  the  correct  proportions  for  Shin  ‘O’,  Soe’D’,  Hikae  ‘A‘, 
and  the  helpers  ‘Jushii  ‘T’.  Cut  the  Shin  ‘O’  IV2  times  the  length  of  the 
container  plus  the  water  depth.  Cut  the  Soe  flower  %  the  length  of  the  Shin 
‘O’  branch  of  flower,  the  Hikae  ‘A‘  %  the  length  of  the  Soe  the  the  Jushi  ‘T’ 
%  the  length  of  the  Hikae.  ‘A‘  Measurements  should  not  be  done  mechan¬ 
ically  but  with  grace  of  the  branch  and  the  visual  weight  in  mind  as  well. 
Step  1 :  First  of  all,  get  acquainted  with  this  particular  unique  flower  or  branch. 
Observe  the  form,  texture  and  colors.  One  characteristic  should  be  empha¬ 
sized  in  each  arrangement.  This  needs  to  be  kept  in  mind  in  choosing  the 
container  and  in  constructing  the  design.  Do  not  omit  this  step. 

Step  2:  With  a  small  bowl  of  water  nearby  for  cutting  under  water,  select  the 
longest  and  strongest  flower  for  Shin.  Cut  the  stem  under  water  and  straight 
across.  Use  Japanese  flower  arranging  shears  if  possible.  Regular  pruning 
shears  crush  stems  and  are  unwieldy  in  small  spaces. 
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Step  3:  Place  the  kensan  in  the  lower  left  hand  corner  of  the  container.  Invert  a 
smaller  kensan  over  the  far  edge  of  the  first  kensan  as  a  counterweight.  This 
eliminates  the  need  for  floral  clay  and  allows  the  arrangement  to  be  removed 
for  cleaning  and  water  changes.  Sogetsu  School  used  the  “sun-moon”  ken¬ 
san  (Diag.  C)  designed  for  this  purpose.  Push  the  iris  stem  all  the  way  to  the 
bottom  of  the  kensan  in  the  position  marked  ‘O’,  before  gently  pressing  it  to  an 
angle  of  5°  or  10°  toward  your  left  shoulder.  (See  Diagram  D) 

Step  5:  Hikae  should  be  a  different  material,  either  a  branch  or  a  different 
flower.  If  using  a  branch,  hold  it  before  you  and  look  for  the  side  to  which  the 
blooms  or  leaves  (needles)  point  most  strongly.  This  side  should  face  the 
viewer.  Proper  placement  of  this  line  is  very  important.  The  tip  of  the  branch 
should  point  toward  the  tip  of  the  Shin  line.  Cut  the  branch  at  an  angle  and 
insert  into  the  placement  on  the  kensan  before  bringing  the  tip  forward  and 
downward  toward  the  right  shoulder  at  an  angle  of  75°.  (See  Diagram  D) 
Step  6:  Using  the  same  flower  as  Hikae  A  or  another  iris,  measure  3A  the 
length  of  the  Hikae  line.  Remember  to  add  the  water  depth  each  time  or  your 
lines  will  be  too  short.  Place  this  flower  in  the  front  of  the  kensan,  tilting  it 
straight  downward  to  a  point  just  above  the  edge  of  the  container.  This  flower 
is  the  outer  most  point  of  the  design  and  shows  its  face  to  the  viewer. 

Step  7:  At  this  point,  after  checking  carefully  all  four  positions,  proceed  to  add 
a  few  helpers  to  complete  the  design.  Traditionally,  irises  are  arranged  with 
their  foliage.  Make  fans  of  sets  of  three  leaves  of  various  lengths  with  the 
shorter  in  the  middle.  Place  a  longer  set  in  front  and  a  shorter  set  behind  each 
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iris  as  you  move  along.  For  Dutch  iris,  discarded  stems  may  be  cut  so  that  the 
tips  terminate  in  a  leaf.  These  may  be  added  as  helpers. 

Step  8:  One  iris  bud  may  be  added  just  below  and  behind  the  Shin  ‘O’  flower. 
(In  nature  buds  are  below  flowers.)  One  or  two  other  buds  may  be  added  as 
well  as  a  few  short  pieces  of  pine.  In  fact,  one  can  use  mostly  buds  in  order  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  form  of  the  lovely  bud  as  it  opens.  Cut  the 
helpers  of  varying  lengths  and  place  two  slanting  backward  and  very  low.  My 
students  usually  find  this  final  step  the  trickiest  part. 

My  suggestion  for  use  of  Japanese  irises  with  this  style  (upright  Moribana) 
would  be  to  use  cattails  for  Shin  (2  with  foliage).  Japanese  irises  can  be  used 
for  Soe  and  Hikae  as  well  as  the  first  main  helper,  and  perhaps  one  other  in  the 
center  and  low.  Use  the  cattail  foliage  with  each  bloom,  three  in  front  and  three 
behind  (arranged  as  a  fan  with  not  two  leaves  the  same  length).  The  fan  with 
longer  leaves  should  be  placed  in  front  of  the  bloom  with  slightly  shorter 
leaves  behind.  We  often  use  cattail  leaves  to  substitute  for  Japanese  iris 
leaves  when  the  latter  are  not  available.  In  the  beginning  styles  we  always  use"* 
iris  foliage  with  iris  blooms. 


SAGA  SCHOOL  ARRANGEMENT,  PORTLAND,  OREGON. 
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SLANTING  STYLE  MORIBANA 


Slanting  Style  Moribana  of  the  Sogetsu  School  seems  to  be  a  favorite  of 
western  students.  It  is  useful  for  combining  branches  with  irises  and  many 
other  flowers.  Our  slanting  styles  make  an  arrangement  with  horizontal  move¬ 
ment,  useful  for  rectangular  tables  or  buffet. 

Please  try  to  think  of  these  variations  as  patterns,  for  many  materials  may 
be  used  in  this  same  style  to  make  an  endless  variety  of  Ikebana. 

For  a  ‘Summer  Wind  Ikebana’  one  could  choose  to  combine  Japanese  iris 
(Soe)  with  dried  pussy  willow,  that  has  been  bent  when  fresh  and  carefully 
saved,  for  the  Shin  and  Hikae. 

Step  1:  Same  as  for  Upright  Moribana.  Hold  materials  over  the  container  and 
try  to  visualize  their  eventual  positions.  Observe  shapes  of  the  lines  and  forms 
of  the  flowers.  This  is  the  time  to  choose  the  style  to  be  used  and  make  the 
final  decision  about  the  container. 

Step  2:  Cut  the  lengths  of  the  three  main  lines  (see  prior  Diagram  B)  and  do 
any  necessaary  pruning.  Remove  all  un-needed  leaves.  If  leaves  are  too  large 
(a  common  summer  problem),  remove  them  or  else  cut  them  to  make  them 
smaller.  Sometimes  the  tips  can  be  cut  in  a  ‘V’  shape  to  make  an  interesting 
and  new  shape.  Once  started,  all  remaining  leaves  must,  of  course,  be  made 
to  match  the  first.  Try  to  take  a  creative  approach  in  this  very  important  step. 


SOGETSU  SCHOOL  ARRANGEMENT,  PORTLAND,  OREGON. 


59 


Step  3:  With  the  container  in  front  of  you,  place  the  kensan  near  the  back  left 
hand  corner  of  the  container  (Diagram  E).  Placing  a  dried  branch  may  be 
difficult.  Make  a  diagonal  cut  across  the  stem  end,  then  cut  through  the  stem 
once  or  twice  to  make  several  small  points.  These  will  be  easier  to  insert  into 
the  pins.  Force  the  first  mainline  branch  (Shin  ‘O’)  straight  down  into  the  pins 
(as  indicated  in  Diagram  E)  until  it  reaches  the  bottom  of  the  kensan  before 
pressing  it  toward  your  right  shoulder  to  stand  at  an  angle  of  45°  (Diagram  E). 
Use  a  forward  as  well  as  sidewise  gesture  to  avoid  a  flat  look. 

Step  4:  Choose  the  strongest  iris  for  the  second  main  line  (Soe  □).  However, 
this  can  be  a  bud  ready  to  open.  In  fact  buds  can  be  used  for  all  of  the  irises. 
They  are  less  likely  to  be  damaged  in  placement,  last  longer,  and  allow  the 
glorious  unfolding  to  be  observed.  Cut  the  stem  straight  across  under  water. 
Hold  the  iris  level  with  your  eyes  and  observe  the  slant  of  the  stem.  Use  this 
slant  for  a  naturalistic  placement.  Insert  Soe  □  into  the  position  marked  □  in 
Diagram  E.  Gently  press  the  iris  stem  forward  and  toward  the  left  shoulder  to  a 
10°  angle. 

Step  5:  Place  the  branch  selected  for  the  third  main  line  (Hikae  A  in  Diagram 
E,  until  it  reaches  the  bottom  of  the  kensan.  Pull  the  branch  straight  forward 
and  down  to  an  angle  of  75°.  Some  of  the  tips  may  reach  in  front  of  the 
container  for  a  graceful  easy  look.  Remember  that  depth  in  Ikebana  is  actual 
as  in  sculpture,  rather  than  implied  as  in  painting.  Depth  is  generally  about 
one  third  of  height  in  Ikebana. 
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Step  6:  Before  proceeding,  check  all  the  angles  and  lines  with  the  birds-eye 
view  in  Diagram  E. 

The  other  helpers  (Jushi  T)  are  placed  as  needed.  One  iris  bud  could  be 
placed  directly  behnd  the  Hikae  branch  and  leaning  forward  to  be  seen 
behind  the  twigs  of  Hikae.  Another  could  be  placed  tall  and  beside  the  Soe 
and  a  third  low  and  behind,  between  the  Shin  and  Soe  branches.  This  helper 
will  face  and  be  tilted  toward  the  back  of  the  design.  Lastly,  finish  by  placing 
iris  leaves  in  groups  of  three,  one  group  in  front  and  a  lower  group  behind 
each  iris.  Let  the  iris  peek  out  above  the  ‘window’. 

Walk  around  to  inspect  the  design  from  all  sides.  If  other  pussy  willow  Jushi 
are  needed,  place  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  continue  the  wind  direction.  Stay 
within  the  established  design  for  any  additions. 

Complete  the  design  with  waterwashed  stones,  if  desired,  a  ‘shadow’  of 
stones  may  be  placed  in  a  sort  of  path  under  the  Soe  branch. 

Perhaps  your  branch  will  suggest  something  other  than  wind,  or  you  will 
choose  to  accentuate  some  attribute  of  the  flower.  Follow  ideas  that  come  to 
you  as  you  observe  the  plant  material.  This  is  your  own  creation.  Make  it  your 
own  in  some  special  way. 

Below  are  some  other  suggestions  for  branches  available  in  our  area  at  iris 
time.  Do  not  try  to  use  heavy  branches  for  a  slanting  stem.  Even  Ikebana 
cannot  defy  gravity!  Pine  is  not  used  in  summer  because  it  is  flowering  at  this 
time  and  the  pollen  from  the  male  flowers  being  wind-borne  will  fall  on  the 
table  top  causing  pitting  and  marring  of  the  finish. 

Japanese  Maple — prune  branches  and  remove  leaves  to  create  voids  and 

show  the  branch  line. 

Amur  Maple — remove  all  leaves  to  show  lovely  reddish  samaras. 

Woods  elderberry — remove  leaves  to  display  bright  red  berries. 

Mahonla — prune  and  shape. 

Leucothoe  catesbeii — the  variegated  leaved  ones  are  especially  nice. 

Euonymus  alata — may  easily  be  shaped  and  the  leaves  are  small. 

Honeysuckle — remove  all  leaves  and  use  only  blooms.  People  may  not 

recognize  its  lacey  form. 

These  are  just  suggestions.  Look  around  where  you  live.  Every  region  has  its 
own  particular  charm. 

Water  is  a  part  of  any  arrangement  and  should  be  changed  daily.  Lift  the 
kensan  carefully  with  both  hands  and  transfer  to  a  kitchen  towel.  After  wash¬ 
ing  and  refilling  the  container,  replace  the  arrangement  and  rearrange  the 
stones. 

Please  remember  that  the  enjoyment  of  the  construction  is  as  important  as 
pleasure  in  the  completed  design.  Flowers  are  food  for  the  soul.  Pick  from  the 
garden,  or  bring  a  few  home  with  the  groceries  and  feel  good  all  over. 
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Editors’  Robin 

Ruth  Schulz,  Meriden,  CT 
Clarence  Mahan,  McLean,  VA 

Ruth  Schulz,  Meriden,  CT:  About  reductions  and  size  of  print:  we  used  to 
be  typed  on  an  IBM  machine  and  then  reduced.  Then  we  went  to  “my 
typewriter  and  straight  copies”.  The  ‘secret’  of  our  success  was  a  new  kind  of 
typewriter  ribbon,  which  a  girl  in  Westport,  CT.  gave  me.  It’s  called  MYLAR, 
and  it  makes  clear,  clean  copies. 

Slgrld  Asmus,  Seattle,  WA:  So  far  I  have  had  no  problems  getting  material.  I 
try  to  avoid  writing  much  myself,  although  I  could  easily  do  so.  A  theme  makes 
it  easier  to  put  together  an  issue.  A  personal  letter  to  a  person  asking  him/her 
to  tell  me  something  particular  about  his  area  of  expertise  seems  to  give  quite 
good  results. 

Helen  Settle,  Marshalltown,  I  A:  Try  to  have  a  central  theme  to  focus  on  for 
each  bulletin.  In  our  region,  the  editor  has  complete  freedom  to  compile  the 
bulletin.  The  only  thing  sacred  is  the  size  and  the  print  -  we  feel  the  print 
should  be  large  enough  so  that  all  members  can  easily  read  it.  With  many  new 
members  and  lots  of  seasoned  members,  it  became  a  challenge  to  make 
each  issue  interesting  for  the  diversified  readership. 

Sue  McCarthy,  Lakewood,  CO.  I  intended  to  comment  on  how  we  also  have 
problems  here  with  copy  being  in  by  the  deadline.  Anyway,  I  just  print  when 
I’m  ready.  If  copy  comes  too  late  (after  deadline),  it  just  doesn’t  get  printed  - 
the  deadline  is  the  deadline! 

Jim  Morris,  Florissant,  MO:  We  put  a  ‘booklet’  style  as  opposed  to  a 
newsletter,  and  it  is  therefore  more  expensive,  but  perhaps  more  professional 
appearing.  Our  copy  goes  to  the  printer  typed,  with  type  style  and  size 
determined  by  the  editor.  We  use  English  Times  with  medium,  bold  and  italic 
and  several  point  sizes  which  I  try  to  keep  consistent.  I  receive  galley  proofs 
which  I  proof  read  with  Jean  (two  sets  of  eyes  are  better  than  one).  I  do  my  own 
layout  and  paste-up,  saving  about  $200.00  per  issue.  We  use  AIS  mailing 
labels,  stick  them  on  ourselves,  prepare  them  in  ZIP  code  order,  and  lug  them 
to  the  post  office. 

Terry  Altken,  Vancouver,  WA:  Going  into  our  4th  year  of  “doin’  it”,  we  noticed 
a  strong  pattern  of  material  that  is  required  printing  in  the  spring  and  fall 
editions.  Fall  edition  is  more  business  reports,  show  and  tour  results,  while  the 
spring  copy  includes  show  schedules  and  promotion. 

B.J.  Brown,  Charlotte,  A/C:  We  have  three  regional  robins,  and  use  excerpts 
which  we  think  will  be  of  interest  within  the  growing  area  of  this  region.  This  has 
produced  some  quite  interesting  cultural  suggestions,  hybridizing  pro¬ 
cedures,  and  of  course,  the  usual  varietal  comments.  One  of  these  robins  is 
based  on  species  and  beardless  irises,  and  I  think  it  has  stimulated  the 
interest  of  our  growers  to  undertake  more  than  just  tall  beardeds.  We  now 
have  a  number  of  gardeners  interested  in  growing  Louisianas,  Japanese,  and 
Siberians,  and  a  few  growing  a  number  of  species. 
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Marian  Schmuhl,  Bedford,  MA:  As  for  the  ever  present  problem  of  getting 
articles  for  the  bulletins,  Bee  Warburton  taught  me  the  easiest  trick  I’ve 
discovered  so  far.  That  is,  to  pick  an  idea  or  theme,  and  send  out  question¬ 
naires  to  various  people  to  get  their  input.  Somehow,  a  lot  of  people  seem 
willing  to  answer  a  questionnaire  when  they  won’t  write  a  whole  article. 

Bob  Terpening,  Fairburn,  GA:  Region  5  newsletters  try  to  have  one  issue 
devoted  to  several  reports  on  the  national  convention  written  by  the  RVP  and 
other  attendees.  Our  other  three  newsletters  are  usually  reports  of  the  so¬ 
cieties  and  articles  of  interest  gleaned  from  other  regions’  newsletters.  Every¬ 
one  liked  the  “Irisarian  Laws”.  I  usually  have  better  luck  in  getting  articles  for 
the  newsletters  when  the  RVP  asks  for  them. 

Clarence  Mahan,  McLean,  VA:  Region  4  NEWSCAST  always  contains  a 
statement  authorizing  anyone  to  reproduce  any  articles  or  other  material, 
provided  attribution  is  afforded.  The  use  of  articles  from  other  AIS  publica¬ 
tions  seems  a  commendable  practice  to  me.  One  of  the  articles  I  used  as  “An 
Iris  Story”  by  Addie  Thain,  taken  from  the  Region  22  News.  I  believe  this  to  be 
one  of  the  most  touching  pieces  of  writing  about  AIS  and  irises  that  I’ve  ever 
read.  Why  should  such  a  charming  piece  of  writing  be  denied  to  all  except 
Region  22  readers? 

Judy  Weir,  Kingston,  TN:  A  thought  regarding  regional  articles  about  peo¬ 
ple  and  their  garden.  For  those  people  interested  in  participating,  maps 
could  be  provided  with  directions  to  the  gardens,  together  with  information 
about  the  people  who  do  the  gardening.  We  would  be  delighted  to  have 
anyone  who  wishes  to  do  so  drop  by  and  see  what  we  have.  Perhaps  others 
would  feel  the  same. 
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AIS  Regional  Bulletin  Editors  (March,  1986) 

Region  1* — Larry  Doucette,  482  Middlesex  Ave.,  Wilmington,  MA  01887 
Region  2 — 

Region  3 — Sara  Senft,  1957  Woodstream  Dr.,  York,  PA  17402 
Region  4* — Clarence  Mahan,  731 1  Churchill  Rd.,  McLean,  VA  22101 
Region  5* — Bob  Terpening,  PC  Box  314,  Fairburn,  GA  20313-0314 
Region  6 — Mrs.  Carl  Bacon,  8619  East  ML  Ave.,  Kalamazoo,  Ml  49001 
Region  7* — Judy  Weir,  Rt  1 ,  Box  99C,  Kingston,  TN  37763 
Region  8 — Audry  Machulak,  S  82  W  12877  Acker  Dr.,  Hales  Corners,  Wi 
53130 

Region  9 — Brian  Clough,  1332  N.  Bosworth,  Apt.  5,  Chicago,  IL  60622 
Region  10 — 

Region  1 1  — 

Region  12 — 

Region  13* — Sigrid  Asmus,  4009  24th  West,  Seattle,  WA  98199 
Region  1 A — Bryce  Williamson,  PO  Box  972,  Campbell,  CA  95003 
Region  15 — Ralph  Conrad,  7650  West  Lilac  Rd.,  Bonsai!,  CA  92003 
Region  16 — Mrs.  Diane  Franner,  14  Cedar  Dr.,  Scarborough,  Ontario,  Cana¬ 
da,  MU  5E8 
Region  17 — 

Region  18* — Jim  Morris,  Lake  James  CL,  Florissant,  MO  63034 
Region  19 — 

Region  20* — Mary  Jo  Lechner,  2577  Gray  St.,  Edgewater,  CO  80214 
Region  21 — Betty  Heier,  220  E  6th,  Wayne,  NE  68787 
Region  22 — Burdella  Rhodes,  Box  158,  Osage,  OK  74075 
Region  23 — 

Region  2 A — Mary  Kearney,  Rt  3,  Box  412,  Guntersville,  AL  35976 
*Robin  Members 

Additional  Editors’  Robin  members  include  the  following: 

Ruth  Schulz,  Director,  38  Antonio  Ave.,  Meriden,  CT  06450 
Marion  Schmuhl,  7  Revolutionary  Ridge  Rd.,  Bedford,  MA  01730 
Ann  Bateman,  202  Montrose  Ct. ,  Naperville,  IL  60565 


American  Iris  Society  Conventions 


1987 

Phoenix,  AZ 

April  14-18 

1988 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

May  3-7 

1989 

Memphis,  TN 

April  29-May  3 

1990 

Omaha,  NE 

May  27-31 

1991 

Washington,  DC 

May  18-22 

1992 

Atlanta,  GA 

April  28-May  2 

1993 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

April  25-30 

1995 

Pennsylvania 
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International 

Neuus 


International  Competition 
For  Low  Irises 
Vienna,  1986 


State  Prize:  SOFT  SPOKEN  (P.  Dyer,  USA) 

Group  1 — Miniature  Dwarf  Bearded 

1.  EISWURFEL  (Denkewitz,  W.  Germany) 

2.  STINTFANG  (Denkewitz,  W.  Germany) 

3.  CANDLE  FLASH  (Sindt,  USA) 

Group  2 — Standard  Dwarf  Bearded 

1.  JILLAROO  (Ensminger,  USA) 

2.  SWEET  KATE  (Scopes,  England) 

3.  ROYAL  SILK  (Willott,  USA) 

4.  HAPPY  CROWD  (Willott,  USA) 

5.  AZTEC  PRINCESS  (Willott,  USA) 

6.  GREAT  EXPECTATIONS  (Nichols,  USA) 

Group  3 — Intermediate  and  Border  Bearded 

1.  MOON  SPARKLE  (Willott,  USA) 

2.  LAVINA  (Blazek,  Czechoslovakia) 

3.  MIDNIGHT  INTRUDER  (C.  Palmer,  USA) 

4.  MOXIE  (C.  Palmer,  USA) 

5.  WEDDING  GUEST  (Willott,  USA) 

6.  ULJANA  (Blazek,  Czechoslovakia) 

Group  4 — Ariibred 

1.  AUSTRIAN  PRINCE  (Kummert,  Austria) 

2.  LITTLE  ELMOHR  (Christlieb,  USA) 

3.  SAJJETTA  (B.  Blyth,  Australia) 
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Australia  1988  Iris  Convention 


Preliminary  details  of  the  1988  Iris  Society  of  Australia  Convention  have 
been  received. 

The  convention  is  divided  into  two  separate  sections.  It  will  commence  in 
Sydney,  October  20-24,  and  reconvene  in  Melbourne  from  October  25-29. 

1988  is  also  the  year  of  Australia’s  Bicentennial,  and  there  will  be  many 
special  events  organized  nationwide.  For  those  interested  in  horse  racing, 
the  world-famous  Melbourne  Cup  will  be  run  on  November  1 . 

Additional  information  will  appear  in  the  Bulletin  at  a  later  date.  Or,  those 
contemplating  an  iris  trip  Down  Under  in  ’88  may  contact  the  Convention 
Organizer: 

Terry  R.  Nisbet,  12  Normdale  Road,  East  Burleigh,  Victoria  3165,  Australia. 


More  Prizes  for  Barry  Blyth 

After  placing  in  the  Austrian  competition  with  his  arilbred  SAJJETTA  and  his 
tall  bearded  TOMORROW’S  CHILD  being  voted  an  Honorable  Mention  in  this 
country,  Barry  has  won  the  Australasian  Dykes  Medal  with  SOSTENIQUE.  A 
tall,  well-branched  apricot  pink  and  lavender  violet  bicolor  with  tangerine 
orange  beards,  SOSTENIQUE  was  bred  from  ((Lilac  Champagne  x  Bon 
Vivant)  X  Latin  Tempo).  LATIN  TEMPO,  one  of  Barry’s  earlier  tangerine  bi¬ 
colors,  came  from  ((Claudia  Rene  x  Pipes  of  Pan)  X  Lightning  Ridge). 

His  white  and  bright  yellow  amoena  ALPINE  JOURNEY  was  judged  best  in 
the  Austrailian  Trial  Gardens  and  won  the  Merton  Calvert  Award  in  his  native 
country. 


IN  MEMORIUM 

Mrs.  H.  E.  (Jean)  Collins 

The  New  Zealand  Iris  Society  (Inc.)  has  advised  that  Jean  Collins 
died  February  1 6, 1 987.  Jean  had  been  an  active  member  and  officer 
of  that  Society  for  nearly  thirty  years.  She  was  the  Seed  Pool  Dis¬ 
tributor  from  1 959  to  1 972,  Secretary-treasurer  from  1 972  to  1 982  and 
Nomenclature  Registrar  from  1972  until  the  time  of  her  death. 
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Vouth  Views 

Catherine  Long  Gates 


A  Winning  Trio 

Two  of  our  winners  this  year  are  repeat  performers  and  one  is  a  newcomer. 
Thirteen  year  old  Patrick  Hemmer  of  Region  21  is  the  winner  of  the  1987 
Clarke  Cosgrove  Memorial  Award  for  Youth  Achievement.  He  was  a  runner  up 
in  last  year’s  competition.  Pat  is  the  kind  of  member  that  keeps  AIS  running 
smoothly  because  he  is  a  contributor  to  our  organization,  not  just  a  taker.  The 
responsibilities  of  being  an  AIS  judge  are  ones  that  he  takes  very  seriously.  He 
not  only  grows  and  evaluates  iris  in  his  garden,  but  he  is  very  conscientious 
about  visiting  other  gardens  to  see  as  many  iris  as  possible.  Along  with  his 
brother  Mike,  last  year’s  youth  winner,  he  has  prepared  educational  exhibits 
for  shows,  given  judge’s  training,  and  written  articles  for  the  regional  bulletin. 

Pat  lives  in  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota  where  he  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Sioux  Empire  Iris  Society.  He  has  assisted  with  almost  every  aspect  of  the 
local  show  as  well  as  being  a  very  successful  exhibitor.  An  iris  hybridizer  for 
the  past  nine  years,  Pat  has  three  E.C.’s  to  his  credit.  In  addition  to  all  his  iris 
activities,  Pat  is  an  honor  student,  active  in  sports,  an  acolyte  at  church,  and 
has  achieved  his  first  class  rank  in  boy  scouts.  He  finds  opportunities  to 
promote  iris  and  AIS  through  all  his  other  activities.  As  his  nominator  said; 
“His  work  for  iris  and  the  AIS  presents  a  model  not  only  for  youth  members, 
but  adults  as  well”. 

Capturing  the  number  two  spot  for  the  second  year  in  a  row  is  fourteen  year 
old  Beth  Bowman  of  Edmond,  Oklahoma.  Beth  is  a  member  of  the  Oklahoma 
Iris  Society,  Sooner  State  Iris  Society,  and  the  Edmond  Iris  Society,  as  well  as 
Region  22.  She  has  won  many  awards  at  the  local  shows  in  both  the  hor¬ 
ticultural  and  artistic  divisions.  She  has  also  created  an  educational  exhibit 
every  year  since  first  grade  which  have  brought  her  at  least  four  bronze 
medals.  Beth  also  helps  with  the  planning  and  execution  of  both  the  shows 
and  rhizome  sales.  Her  iris  interests  have  led  her  to  try  hybridizing  and  she  is 
studying  to  become  an  AIS  judge. 

A  new  name  to  this  winner’s  circle  is  Louise  Ann  Watson  of  Milledgeville, 
Georgia.  At  fourteen  Lou  Anne  is  already  a  long  time  member  of  Region  5  AIS, 
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joining  in  kindergarten.  Like  many  youth  members  she  helps  with  the  shows 
and  sales  her  local  Oconee  Valley  Iris  Club  stages.  She  is  an  enthusiastic  and 
successful  competitor  in  the  shows.  Her  enthusiasm  and  generosity  in  shar¬ 
ing  her  plants  and  her  time  has  led  other  local  youths  to  join  AIS. 

Congratulations  to  these  three  outstanding  AIS  youth!  A  special  thanks  to 
those  who  took  the  time  to  share  them  with  the  rest  of  us  by  sending  in 
nominations. 


Introducing  for  1987 

NEPTUNE'S  LANTERN— TB,  33",  E.  Ruffled  dark  blue,  fading  to  near  white 
around  the  red  beards.  Seven  or  more  buds  on  wide  branched  stalks.  Fertile 
both  ways.  Sdlg.  8116:  Firewater  X  Flamingo  Blues  ...............  $25.00 

AACHEN  PRINCE — TB,  36",  E.  Ruffled  dark  blue  self  with  red  beards.  Nine  to 
12  buds  for  a  long  bloom  season.  Forms  a  nice  clump.  Fertile  both  ways. 
Sdlg.  8112:  Flamingo  Blues  X  Firewater. . . $25.00 

WINE  MERCHANT — TB,  30",  M.  Shell  grey  standards  with  wine  red  infusion 
and  faint  gold  edge.  Velvety  deep  wine  red  falls  with  thin  lighter  edge.  Near 
white  area  around  gold  beards.  Ruffled,  heavy  substance,  fertile  both  ways. 
Sdlg.  K-79203:  (Melodrama  x  Allegiance)  X  Latin  Lover . $20.00 

JOHN  R.  KNAUS 

2306  Quail  Run  Rockford,  IL  61103 


1987  Introductions 

RAVEN  ROCK — Sdlg.  79-8-F.  TB,  40".  Dark  violet  self;  dark  violet 
beards  turning  brownish  violet  in  throat.  Dark  Triumph  X  Navy 

Strut . $25.00 

SNOW  SWAN— Sdlg.  76-138.  TB,  33",  ML.  White  self;  light  yellow 
beards  tipped  white.  Heavenly  Dove  X  Light  Fantastic.  A  nice  late 

blooming  white . $25.00 

TRANQUIL  NIGHT— Sdlg.  79-8- A.  TB,  34",  M.  Dark  violet  self; 

white  beards  turning  yellow  in  throat.  Dark  Triumph  X  Navy  Strut 
. $25.00 

FRANKLIN  E.  CARR 

27  Mary  Street  Bordentown,  New  Jersey  08505 
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Tall  Beardeds 

Ann  Bateman,  Naperville,  IL:  I  made  my  way  to  San  Jose.  The  1986  (AIS) 
Convention  was  great — weather  perfect,  irises  beautiful,  food  delicious  and 
the  people  fantastic! 

Our  first  garden  was  the  Dabel’s  garden.  Not  having  seen  an  iris  for  eleven 
months,  it  was  almost  overwhelming  to  walk  through  their  back  yard  and  find 
myself  looking  out  onto  many  hundreds  of  irises,  all  crowded  in  together. 
COPPER  CLASSIC  stood  out,  as  did  several  pretty  yellows  like  PLEATED 
GOWN,  a  very  ruffled  light  yellow  with  round,  flaring  falls,  and  PRECIOUS 
MOMENTS,  a  pale  yellow  with  bubble  ruffling  and  darker  yellow  beard. 
Another  beautiful  yellow  was  fluted  and  flaring  RISING  MOON.  Aptly  named 
was  SIMPLY  PRETTY,  a  light  lemon  with  lace,  ruffles  and  flare.  COLORADO 
SUNSHINE  was  impressive  in  a  large  clump  with  one  inch  diameter  stalks! 
MORE  REFRESHING  was  an  unusual  smoky  pale  lime  yellow  with  an  old  gold 
beard. 

The  next  stop  was  Maryott’s  garden.  There  were  several  nice  whites  here. 
BUBBLY  MOOD  was  a  froth  of  white  bubble  ruffling.  WINTER  WHITE  was  a 
large  clump  of  ruffled,  flaring  white  blooms  with  light  yellow  beards.  A  white 
that  intrigued  me  was  PAVI  ELLE,  a  heavily  perfumed,  tailored  white  with  great 
substance.  LEDA’S  LOVER  and  LACED  COTTON  were  just  as  nice  as  last 
year  at  Indianapolis. 

In  California,  irises  certainly  were  larger  -  many  of  the  stalks  were  one  inch 
in  diameter  -  but  the  colors,  for  the  most  part,  were  not  as  intense  as  our 
midwestern  blooms.  Many  bicolors,  especially,  were  baked  out  by  the  sun.  I 
did  not  even  recognize  some  favorites  from  last  year,  such  as  DUAL  AC¬ 
CORD,  IRENE’S  LOVE  and  BROWN  LASSO.  On  the  other  hand,  BEVERLY 
SILLS  was  the  prettiest  I  have  seen  it — a  lovely,  clean  pink. 

After  lunch,  we  toured  Joe  Ghio’s  Garden.  By  this  time,  what  I  call  the 
“Beverly  Sills  Syndrome”  was  becoming  evident.  There  were  pinks  every¬ 
where,  both  named  and  seedlings,  all  laced,  ruffled,  bubbled,  fluted  and 
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flaring,  each  so  similar  to  the  next  that  it  was  often  difficult  to  tell  them  apart. 
Some  that  stood  out  were  SOPHISTICATION,  light  pink  standards  over  pale 
creamy  pink  falls  edged  in  light  pink;  ROMANTIC  MOOD,  a  pale  pink,  laced 
and  ruffled,  with  a  pale  beard;  PARADISE,  similar  to  ROMANTIC  MOOD,  only 
with  a  shrimp  beard,  and  JOYOUS  MELODY,  similar,  but  with  a  light  strawber¬ 
ry  beard.  STRAWBERRY  SENSATION  was  a  pretty,  gently  ruffled,  strawberry 
pink  self.  CAMEO  WINE  was  a  favorite  with  palest  pink  standards  above  rose- 
pink  lightly  ruffled  falls.  However,  it  had  top  heavy  budding  with  two  or  three 
blooms  open  at  once,  fighting  each  other  for  position.  But  I  did  hear  that  this 
characteristic,  and  shorter  than  usual  stalks,  were  the  results  of  a  weird 
growing  season  marked  by  flooding  and  unusually  high  temperatures. 

Sue  Coleman’s  was  the  last  garden  of  the  day.  There  were  mostly  the  pretty 
Pacific  Coast  natives  blooming  here,  which,  unfortunately,  we  cannot  grow. 

Tuesday  was  the  long  ride  to  the  Stockton  area  gardens.  The  seedlings  at 
the  Keppel-Gatty  gardens  were  exciting.  Gatty  had  a  lovely  bicolor  of  smoky 
gold  standards  over  wine  red  falls  that  looked  like  velvet.  It  had  great  branch¬ 
ing,  bud  count  and  flower  form,  but  apparently  did  not  increase  well  and  so 
was  being  discarded.  I  was  nearly  in  tears,  but  I  am  glad  he  has  the  integrity 
not  to  introduce  it  despite  its  beauty.  BLACKOUT,  a  shiny  blue-black  self  was  a 
knockout  here.  WARRIOR  KING  was  a  striking  dark  red  with  ruffles  and  flare. 
DISTANT  FIRE  was  a  somewhat  dusky,  tailored  red  with  a  hint  of  blue  in  the 
ribs  and  an  old  gold  beard.  DUSKY  CHALLENGER  was  a  large,  ruffled  dark 
purple,  which  won  the  Franklin  Cook  Memorial  Cup  for  the  Schreiners.  All  of 
these  dark  irises  were  holding  their  color  well  in  the  sun  and  heat. 

The  Hager-DuBose  (Melrose)  garden  was  the  ultimate  in  iris  viewing  -  row 
upon  row  of  irises  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see.  Here  EDITH  WOLFORD,  which 
won  the  President’s  Cup  for  Ben  Hager,  was  a  lovely  bicolor  of  pale  gold 
standards  above  violet  blue  falls.  Three  other  striking  combinations  were 
TOMORROW’S  CHILD,  with  light  pink  standards  over  ruffled  pansy  purple 
falls;  LILAC  WINE  has  near  white  standards  over  dusky  red  wine  falls,  and 
RAGTIME  was  very  pretty  with  its  light  clear  gold  standards  over  light  laven- 
dar  blue  falls,  rimmed  in  gold.  ZINGER  was  beautiful,  but  difficult  to  describe, 
with  its  lilac  standards  and  falls  blending  into  lacy  coppery  edges. 

I  enjoyed  the  people  as  much  as  the  irises  at  this  convention.  I  discovered 
that  a  lot  of  iris  lovers  also  grow  daylilies,  do  genealogy,  are  involved  in  crafts, 
like  cats  and  feed  birds.  How  can  one  help  but  enjoy  people  like  that! 


Medians 

Dorothy  Anderson,  Columbia,  MO:  There  is  something  pretty  exciting  in 
seeing  the  first  flowers  of  spring!  Some  of  the  standard  dwarfs  that  have 
performed  very  well  for  me  are:  CINDY  MITCHELL,  with  slightly  open  stan¬ 
dards,  has  a  beautiful  blue  color  and  is  more  durable  than  it  appears.  FIRE 
ONE  in  a  clump  has  terrific  garden  power,  with  its  bright  yellow  standards  and 
red  falls,  rimmed  yellow.  LITTLE  BLACK  BELT  is  a  beautifully  proportioned 
near  black,  with  its  pale  blue  beard  which  makes  it  special.  Of  the  brown 
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tones  with  blue  beards,  my  vote  would  be  for  LITTLE  BILL.  FLIRTY  MARY  with 
its  pale  orchid  standards  and  soft  yellow  falls,  has  been  one  of  my  favorites  for 
a  number  of  years.  It  has  never  failed  to  bloom  profusely  and  increases  almost 
faster  than  one  would  like.  SWEET  DEAL  is  a  delicate  yellow  plicata,  which 
kept  its  form  even  after  a  hard  rain.  Another  I  like  is  SNOW  PIXIE.  The  greenish 
spot  has  true  color  to  it,  and  the  white  is  not  greyed,  as  some  others  are. 

Paul  Smith,  Pleasant  Grove,  LJT:  A  review  of  my  bloom  notes  for  the  past 
several  years  revealed  one  common  feature,  a  statement  lamenting  less  than 
perfect  weather.  1986  was  no  exception.  Standard  dwarfs  began  blooming 
about  three  weeks  earlier  than  normal.  TIGER  PRINT  and  SINGING  ANGEL 
were  the  first  to  bloom,  but  succumbed  to  a  heavy  nighttime  frost  two  days 
later. 

However,  the  hands-down  best  iris  in  the  early  garden  was  AZURE  GEM,  a 
nice  two  year  clump  with  lots  of  enchanting  bloom.  A  pale,  silvery  blue  with 
blue  beard,  the  form  is  delightful  -  flared  and  ruffled  and  very  showy.  STARLIT 
WALTZ,  heavily  ruffled  with  light  yellow  standards  over  white  falls  and  fine 
substance,  was  a  real  favorite.  MICHAEL  PAUL  probably  does  not  need 
another  endorsement,  but  lived  up  to  its  reputation  and  was  excellent,  with 
lots  of  bloom  on  nice  stems,  blooming  over  an  extended  period. 

A  number  of  yellows  are  more  modern  than  BABY  BLESSED  where  spring 
bloom  is  concerned,  but  it  gives  me  fall  bloom  here  without  special  attention, 
and  in  so  doing,  ensures  a  continued  spot  in  my  garden. 

I  had  read  that  MR.  ROBERTS  was  too  large  at  times,  but  two  established 
clumps  bloomed  well  and  in  fine  proportion,  in  a  bright,  cheery  golden  yellow. 
CLAY’S  CAPER  and  LOLLIPOP  are  two  excellent  reds,  the  former  getting  the 
nod  for  better  flare  and  form,  while  the  latter  is  redder  and  had  slightly  greater 
depth  of  pigmentation.  PONY  EXPRESS  was  a  pleasant  surprise  with  tannish 
standards,  ruffled  and  serrated  over  flaring  falls  done  up  in  rich  golden  wash, 
lightening  to  the  standard  color  at  the  edges. 

Two  excellent,  ruffled,  blue  violet  on  white  plicatas  were  PETITE  POLKA 
and  ROYAL  MAGICIAN.  PETITE  POLKA  has  good  bud  count  and  can  open 
two  well  spaced  blossoms.  PETITE  PINK  gives  a  pink  garden  effect,  but  really 
is  more  between  apricot  and  yellow,  with  a  lavender  pink  ray  pattern  on  the 
falls.  Well  formed,  with  tangerine  beards,  it  was  very  generous  with  bloom. 
WIZARD  OF  ID  is  a  rich  burnished  gold  with  attractive  dark  purple  beards. 
FLAPJACK  is  nicely  formed,  with  round  flared  falls  with  minimum  ruffles. 
Standards  are  ruffled  and  lemon  yellow  and  falls  are  rich  brown  trimmed 
cleanly  and  precisely  with  the  standard  color.  LITTLE  ANNIE  has  maroon  red 
standards  and  darker  fails  trimmed  lighter  -  a  very  nice  iris. 

CINDY  MITCHELL  is  heavily  ruffled  by  SDB  standards,  and  is  light  blue. 
Standards  are  open  but  firmly  held,  showing  off  the  attractive  center  of  the 
flower.  APRICOT  ELF  is  a  very  lovely  pink  and  has  been  a  good  bloomer,  but  is 
very  petite  in  our  garden.  ANGELIC  is  a  nice  flared  yellow  amoena  with  near 
white  standards  and  flared  and  ruffled  medium  yellow  falls.  Another  good 
amoena  was  MUSIC  CAPERS  with  clean  white  standards  and  rich  yellow 
falls,  with  just  a  touch  of  mustard,  and  neatly  trimmed  in  white.  Two  nice  pale 
blues  are  SILVER  FINERY  and  SKY  SNOW. 
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Barb  Gibson,  Chesaning,  Ml;  I  am  wondering  if  ARTISTIC  LICENSE  might 
have  some  reblooming  traits.  It  sent  up  four  bloom  stalks  the  first  week  of 
September  and  a  fifth  stalk  six  weeks  later!  Even  after  all  that  bloom  (on  a  one 
year  plant)  it  still  had  all  kinds  of  increase  to  bloom  in  the  spring!  BABY 
BLESSED  has  spring  and  fall  bloomed  every  year  except  one.  TRACK  FID¬ 
DLER  sent  up  a  four  budded  stem.  AZURE  GEM  has  to  be  about  as  perfect  as 
an  iris  can  be.  A  pale  blue,  it  is  a  great  bloomer,  good  increaser  and  has  great 
substance.  MYRA’S  CHILD  is  another  favotire.  For  its  age,  its  form,  substance 
and  increase  are  good. 

Hooker  Nichols,  Woodward,  OK:  Emphasis  regarding  my  hybridizing 
hovers  around  the  development  of  my  SDB  and  IB  plicata  patterns.  Many  of 
my  most  outstanding  SDB  seedlings  involved  DREAMS  ADRIFT.  Other  pre¬ 
vious  introductions  which  proved  to  be  fantastic  breeders  last  spring  include 
FORTUNE  SEEKER,  GREAT  EXPECTATIONS,  DANCING  MOONBEAM, 
COURT  MAGICIAN,  APRIL  ANTHEM  and  WINGED  SERAPH. 


Siberians 

Marian  Schmul,  Bedford,  MA :  I  am  impressed  with  the  importance,  or 
desirability,  of  repeat  bloom,  especially  late  in  June,  when  nothing  is  bloom¬ 
ing  in  my  garden  except  Ken  Wait’s  repeat  bloomer,  HARBOR  MIST. 

My  ‘soapbox’  issue  with  the  Siberian  Society  is  how  important  it  really  is  to 
believe  that  all  forms  are  desirable  and  good,  as  the  society  professes.  I  feel 
there  is  too  much  enthusiasm  for  the  WHITE  SWIRL  form,  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  pendant  form  exhibited  by  HARBOR  MIST.  One  of  the  reasons  I  was  first 
attracted  to  irises  in  general  was  their  original  architectural  form,  now  all  but 
lost  in  the  frilly  tall  bearded  hybrids.  I  hope  this  will  not  happen  to  the 
Siberians. 

I  also  think  the  overall  shape  of  the  plant  is  important.  Many  Siberians  seem 
to  have  a  tight  bunch  of  foliage  sticking  straight  up,  with  tall,  stiff  stalks  in  the 
middle  (as  though  the  plant  had  been  stuffed  too  tightly  into  a  vase),  and  with 
the  blooms  all  at  one  plane  across  the  top.  Others  have  graceful  foliage,  wide 
spreading,  branched  stalks,  with  blooms  scattered  all  around  the  plant.  The 
latter  type  looks  so  good  in  the  front  of  the  garden. 

Dr.  McEwen  told  me  he  thought  I  grew  Siberians  well.  However,  I  have  not 
done  a  thing  with  them  since  they  were  planted  except  spray  each  spring  with 
Cygon  2E  for  borers.  Occasionally  I  water  them  during  a  long  drought.  That  is 
the  real  beauty  of  Siberians! 

Art  Cronin,  Roscommon,  Ml:  My  Siberian  hybridizing  aims  include  ‘reds’, 
miniatures,  yellow  amoenas  and  yellows.  I  was  impressed  by  CHILLED  WINE, 
OMAR’S  CUP,  deep  rose  red  or  magenta;  SOFT  BLUE,  ADJ  (gold  edging), 
FOURFOLD  LAVENDER  (pinkish  tet),  DANCE  BALLERINA  DANCE  (Varner’s 
lavender-pink  amoena  from  McEwen  seed),  LAVENDER  BOUNTY,  (a  near 
lavender-pink  amoena)  and  HUBBARD  (best  red). 

I  find  Siberians  are  about  the  easiest  of  all  species  to  grow.  I  have  poor 
yellow  sand  on  the  acid  side,  and  an  average  of  thirty  inches  of  precipitation  a 
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year  (supplemented  with  hose  and  sprinklers).  I  use  10-10-10  commercial 
fertilizer,  supplemented  by  compost  and  urea  (46%  nitrogen)  and  can  hardly 
kill  them.  Mice  do  not  bother  my  irises,  although  moles  do — not  by  eating  the 
rhizomes,  but  by  disturbing  and  aerating  them. 

Lillian  Champion,  Highland,  CA:  I  became  interested  in  Siberians  while 
visiting  the  commercial  garden  of  a  friend  who  grows  mostly  tall  beardeds, 
but  has  a  sampling  of  other  types  of  irises  as  well. 

I  found  myself  admiring  some  very  blue  irises  with  graceful,  delicate  form. 
From  that  time  on,  I  tried  to  find  out  as  much  about  Siberians  as  I  could. 

I  ordered  some  Siberian  and  Japanese  iris  seeds  from  SIGNA.  I  had  a  very 
large  germination  rate,  and  to  my  delight  and  surprise  they  came  through  our 
hot  summer  (often  well  over  100°)  with  no  problems,  and  even  ended  up  the 
year  with  some  good  increase. 

I  sent  a  list  to  the  Apogon  Auction,  and  got  many  newer  varieties  I  had 
especially  wanted.  This  was  in  August  which  was  very  hot,  ranging  from  165°- 
107°.  Several  plants  were  quite  dried  out,  despite  being  well  packed,  due  to 
the  long  trip  and  the  weather.  I  soaked  them  all  in  vitamin  B1  for  two  days  and 
then  planted  them.  I  lost  only  three  out  of  the  thirteen  plants  received. 

As  for  what  I  would  like  to  see  hybridizers  working  towards — I  agree  with 
bluer  blues,  extended  bloom  season,  clean  signals,  fragrance,  branching 
and  climate  adaptability.  I  do  like  ruffling,  but  would  not  like  to  lose  their 
simplicity  and  charm.  I  prefer  the  flaring  form  with  the  standards  either  flat  or 
raised  part  way. 


iris  Usage 

Ann  Bateman,  Naperville,  IL:  I  leave  you  with  the  following  note  gleaned 
from  A  MODERN  HERBAL  by  Grieve:  “iris  Foetidissima  has  been  employed 
for  the  same  medicinial  purposes  as  the  Yellow  Flag  and  is  equally  violent  in 
its  actions.  A  decoction  of  the  roots  acts  as  a  strong  purge.  It  has  also  been 
used  as  an  emmenagogue  and  for  cleansing  eruptions.  The  dried  root,  in 
powder  or  as  an  infusion,  is  good  for  hysterical  disorders,  fainting  and 
nervous  complaints.”  (FL  Editor  note:  Remember  at  bloom  season  when  one 
might  become  hysterical  seeing  so  many  blooms,  become  faint  on  viewing 
the  perfect  iris  seedling,  or  become  nervous  at  iris  show  time  -  one  might  stop 
and  ask  -  Is  the  root  of  our  problem  the  root  of  our  cure?) 


73 


Approved  Affiliates  For  1987 


Region  1 

Connecticut  Iris  Society 

Shirley  A.  Varmette,  Pres. 

203  Lakeview  Terrace 
New  Haven,  CT  06515 

Iris  Society  of  Massachusetts 

Barbara  B.  Whitehouse,  Pres. 
Plainville  House  C3 
Town  and  Country  Way 
Plainville,  MA  02762 

Maine  Iris  Society 

Peter  J.  Young,  Pres. 

Rt.  #1  Box  780 
Buckfield,  Maine  04220 

Region  2 

Empire  State  Iris  Society 

James  G.  Burke,  Pres. 

46  Vincent  St. 

Lackawanna,  NY  14218 

Region  3 

Delaware  Valley  Iris  Society 

John  H.  Weaver,  Pres. 

RD  #1  Box  149 
Newmanstown,  PA  17073 

Diamond  State  Iris  Society 

Esther  Martin,  Pres. 

116  Meriden  Drive 
Hockessin,  DE  19707 

Susquehanna  Iris  Society 

Harold  L.  Griffie,  Pres. 

Box  315 

Biglerville,  PA  17307 

Region  4 

Blue  Ridge  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Keith  Cooper,  Pres. 

3513  South  Park  Circle,  S.W. 
Roanoke,  VA  2401 8 


Chesapeake  and  Potomac  Iris  Society 

Clarence  Mahan,  Pres. 

731 1  Churchill  Rd. 

McLean,  VA  22101 

Francis  Scott  Key  Iris  Society 

Doris  B.  Rebert,  Pres. 

152  Leisters  Church  Rd. 
Westminster,  MD  21157 

Fredericksburg/Richmond  Iris  Society 

Ruth  E.  Walker,  Pres. 

1 1 3  Sutter  Road 
Partlow,  VA  22534 


Piedmont  Carolina  Iris  Society 

Everette  Lineberger,  Pres. 
2460  Compton  Bridge  Rd. 
Inman,  SC  29349 


South  Carolina  Iris  Society 

Ms.  Emidy  Wheeler,  Pres. 
4125  Kilbourne  Rd. 
Columbia,  SC  29205 


North  Carolina  Iris  Society 

B.  J.  Brown,  Pres. 

1 1 026  Sterle  Creek  Rd. 
Charlotte,  NC  28210 

Region  5 

Florida  Iris  Society 

Jean  Quick,  Pres. 

Box  108 

Clifford,  PA  18413 

Georgia  Iris  Society 

Carolyn  R.  Hawkins,  Pres. 
7329  Kendel  Court 
Jonesboro,  GA  30236 

Oconee  Valley  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Sara  T.  Hood,  Pres. 
333  North  Main  Street 
Tennilee,  GA  31089 
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Summerville  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Wells  E.  Burton,  Pres. 
3275  Miller  Drive 
Ladson,  SC  29456 


Region  6 

Akron  Area  Iris  Society 
James  D.  Rawdon,  Pres. 
2340-1 3th  St.  S.W. 

Akron,  Ohio  44314 

Central  Ohio  Iris  Society 

Christine  Cremeans,  Pres. 

244  E.  Center  St.,  Box  199 
West  Mansfield,  Ohio  43358 

Columbus  Iris  Society 

Don  Saurers,  Pres. 

2610  Elliot  Ave. 

Columbus,  Ohio  43204 

Grand  Valley  Iris  Society 

Stuart  J.  Loveless,  Pres. 

2032  Jerome  Ave.  S.W. 

Grand  Rapids,  Ml  49507 

Indiana  Daylily-lris  Society 

Bernard  Hobbs,  Pres. 

3303  Westfield  Road 
Noblesville,  IN  46060 

Iris  Growers  of  Eastern  Indiana 

Jack  E.  Norrick,  Pres. 

1120  E.  Co  Rd  800  N. 

Muncie,  IN  47303 

Miami  Valley  Iris  Society 

James  J.  Foreman,  Pres. 

1360  W.  Michaels  Rd. 

Tipp  City,  Ohio  45371-2028 

Northeastern  Indiana  Iris  Society 

Joy  Snyderman,  Pres. 

12728  U.S.  24  W. 

Fort  Wayne,  IN  46804 


North  East  Ohio  Iris  Society 

Dorothy  A.  Willott  (Mrs.  Anthony), 
Pres. 

26231  Shaker  Blvd. 

Beachwood,  Ohio  44122 

Southwestern  Michigan  Iris  Society 

John  Coble,  Pres. 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 

Galesburg,  Ml  49053 

Tri  County  Iris  Society 

Richard  B.  Ferris,  Pres. 

PO.  Box  253  (502  W.  Columbia  St.) 
Mason,  Ml  48854-0253 

Region  7 

Bluegrass  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Williams,  Pres. 

Rt.  4 

Lancaster,  KY  40444 


Louisville  Area  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  June  F.  Richards,  Pres. 
3219  Richard  Ave. 

Louisville,  KY  40206 


Middle  Tennessee  Iris  Society 

Jerry  Phillips,  Pres. 

603  Jackson  Ave. 

Carthage,  TN  37030 

Mid-State  Iris  Association 

Gary  Sides,  Pres. 

405  Pettus  St. 

Lawrenceburg,  TN  38464-9403 


Jackson  Area  Iris  Society 

Sue  Ann  Barnes,  Pres. 
205  Westwood 
Jackson,  TN  38301 


Memphis  Area  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Luther  Martin,  Pres. 
4065  Auburn  Ave. 
Memphis,  TN  38116 
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Southern  Kentucky  Iris  Society 

James  R.  Beil,  Pres. 

5943  Old  Glasgow  Road 
Scottsville,  KY  42164 

Tennessee  Valley  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Luna,  Pres. 

Route  2  1660  Mooresville  Hwy. 
Lewisburg,  TN  37091 

Twin  States  Iris  Society 

James  M.  Bingham,  Pres. 

196  Cumberland  Circle 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42101 

West  Tennessee  Iris  Society 
Mrs.  J.R.  Collins  (Mary  Ann),  Pres. 
1537  Eastridge  Drive 
Memphis,  TN  38119 

Region  8 

Iris  Society  of  Minnesota 

Ben  H.  Gowen,  Pres. 

6440  Hazeltine 
Excelsior,  MN  55331 

Wisconsin  Iris  Society 

Royal  O.  Johnson,  Pres. 

24533  N.  Wind  Lake  Rd. 

Wind  Lake,  Wl  53185 

Region  9 

Blackhawk  Valley  Iris  Society,  Inc. 

Francis  Brenner,  Pres. 

100  Southeast  St.  Rt.  1  Box  1 
Dakota,  IL  61018 

Mid-Illinois  Iris  Society 

Rita  Kinsella,  Pres. 

318  Marabeth 
Fairview  Heights,  IL  62208 

Northern  Illinois  Iris  Society 

Herbert  W.  Jones,  Pres. 

809  E.  Evergreen  St. 

Wheaton,  IL  60187 


Northshore  Iris  and  Daylily 
Society,  Inc. 

Russell  A.  Hintz,  Pres. 

7149  Church  St. 

Morton  Grove,  IL  60053 

Prairie  Iris  Society 

Melody  Wilhoit,  Pres. 

Rt  1  Box  141 
Kansas,  IL  61933 

Southern  Illinois  Iris  Society 

George  S.  Poole,  Pres. 

RR1 

Eldorado,  IL  62930 

Region  11 

Missoula  Iris  Society 

Ronn  Dunn,  Pres. 

2109  So.  5th  W. 

Missoula,  Montana  59801 

Region  12 

Utah  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Cathy  Hagan  Reed,  Pres. 
1 584  Meadow  Moor  Road 
Holladay,  Utah  84117 

Region  13 

Greater  Portland  Iris  Society 

Terry  Aitken,  Pres. 

608  NW  1 19  St. 

Vancouver,  WA  98685 

King  County  Iris  Society 

Greg  Hastings,  Pres. 

4009  24th  West 
Seattle,  WA  98199 

Pierce  County  Iris  Society 

Irene  H.  Blanch,  Pres. 

4101  No.  Cheyenne  St. 
Tacoma,  WA  98407 

Region  14 

Clara  B.  Rees  Iris  Society 

Gigi  Hall,  Pres. 

40417  Citrus  Drive 
Fremont,  CA  94538 
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Fresno  Iris  Society 
Philip  Smith,  Pres. 

8290  No.  Academy 
Clovis,  CA  93612 

King  Iris  Society 

Ron  Montgomery,  Pres. 
900  W.  Mt.  Whitney  Ave. 
Riverdale,  CA  93656 

Leo  T.  Clark  -  Foothill  Area 
Iris  Society 

LeeAnn  Shnayer,  Pres. 

483  East  Sacramento  Ave. 
Chico,  CA  95926 

Monterey  Bay  Iris  Society 

Jack  Belardi,  Pres. 

209  Linden  Street 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062 

Mount  Diablo  Iris  Society 

Mary  E.  Smith,  Pres. 

3910  Alhambra  Way 
Martinez,  CA  94553 

Redwood  Iris  Society 

Peggy  Clinton,  Pres. 

21400  Ridgeway  Hwy. 
Potter  Valley,  CA  95469 

Sacramento  Iris  Society 

Barbara  N.  Penfield,  Pres. 
580  Encina  Drive 
Folsom,  CA  95630 

Santa  Rosa  Iris  Society 

Kathy  Patterson,  Pres. 

270  Frankel  Lane 
Sebastopol,  CA  95472 

Sequoia  Iris  Society 

Richard  Holaday,  Pres. 
4823  W.  Myrtle 
Visalia,  CA  93277 

Shasta  Iris  Society 

Bob  Shaw,  Sr.,  Pres. 

PO.  Box  87 
Igo,  CA  96047 


Southern  Nevada  Iris  Society 

Hazel  Rita  Miller,  Pres. 

254  Tungsten 

Henderson,  Nevada  89015 

Sydney  B.  Mitchell  Iris  Society 

Gordon  Piper,  Pres. 

33  Hiller  Drive 
Oakland,  CA  94618 

Westbay  Iris  Society 

Mike  Howard,  Pres. 

2724  Royal  vale  Way 
San  Jose,  CA  95132 

Region  15 

Inland  Iris  Society 

Sara  Hoik,  Pres. 

14115  Pear  St. 

Riverside,  CA  92504 

San  Fernando  Valley  Iris  Society 

Bill  Rinehart,  Pres. 

22218  Schoenborn  St. 

Canoga  Park,  CA  91304 

Southern  California  Iris  Society 

Gayle  Westrate,  Pres. 

154  S.  Backus  Ave. 

Pasadena,  CA  91107 

San  Diego-Imperial  Counties  Iris 
Society 

Dorothy  Driscoll,  Pres. 

6338  Lake  Athabaska  PI. 

San  Diego,  CA  92119 

Sun  Country  Iris  Society 

James  Michael  Day,  Pres. 

5244  West  Sunnyside 
Glendale,  AZ  85304 

Tucson  Area  Iris  Society 
Mr.  Leslie  Follett,  Pres. 

901  W.  Las  Palmas  Drive 
Tucson,  AZ  85704 
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Region  17 

Benson  Iris  Society 

Annetta  Reusch,  Pres. 

42  Surrey 

Iowa  Park,  TX  76367 

El  Paso  Iris  Society 

E.  M.  Lindke,  Pres. 

3213  Kilkenny 
El  Paso,  TX  79925 

Fort  Worth  Iris  Society 

Ray  M.  John,  Pres. 

1004  Springfield 
Fort  Worth,  TX  76112 

Iris  Society  of  Austin 

Joe  Fisher,  Pres. 

5709  Coventry 
Austin,  TX  78723 

New  Braunfels  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Rose  Marie  Deanin,  Pres. 

(until  7/15/87) 

521  So.  Sycamore  Ave. 

New  Braunfels,  TX  78130 

North  Plains  Iris  Society 

Earl  Simpson,  Pres. 

2325  Hawthorne  Dr. 

Amarillo,  TX  79109 

Permian  Basin  Iris  Society 

Felicia  Henry 
(Mrs.  Grady  G.),  Pres. 

Box  1741 

Odessa,  TX  79760 

South  Plains  Iris  Society 

Mr.  Donald  W.  Rude,  Pres. 
3312  75th  St. 

Lubbock,  TX  79423 

Texoma  Iris  Society 

Charles  L.  Brown,  Pres. 

Rt.  5  Box  199 
Denison,  TX  75020 


The  Iris  Society  of  Dallas 

Elise  Daniel,  Pres. 

10910  Ferndale 
Dallas,  TX  75238 

Waco,  Texas  Iris  Society 
Mrs.  A.  Beth  Morris,  Pres. 
2601  Robinson  Dr.  No.  23 
Waco,  TX  76706 

West  Texas  Iris  Society 

Joella  Olson,  Pres. 

5205  Leisure  Dr. 

Midland,  TX  79703 

Region  18 

Boot  Hill  Iris  Club 

Robert  G.  Preston,  Pres. 

2404  Bell  St. 

Dodge  City,  KS  67801 

Garden  City  Area  Iris  Club 

Mrs.  Von  Smith,  Pres. 

Rt.  1 

Garden  City,  KS  67846 

Greater  Kansas  City  Iris  Society 

Jim  Hedgecock,  Pres. 

Rt.  1 ,  Box  258 
Gower,  MO  64454 

Greater  St.  Louis  Iris  Society 

Sheldon  Butt,  Pres. 

1 904  Arrowhead  Lane 
Godfrey,  IL  62035 

Hi-Plains  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Floyd  Kemp,  Pres. 

320  E.  12th 
Goodland,  KS  67735 

Hutchinson  Iris  Society 

Sheryl  Bradley,  Pres. 

112  West  12th 
Hutchinson,  KS  67501 

Jeffco  Iris  Society 

Robert  Pries,  Pres. 

6023  Antire  Rd. 

High  Ridge,  MO  63049 
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Mineral  Area  Iris  Society 

Goldie  Stevens,  Pres. 

P.O.  Box  136,  1804  Crystal 
Heights  Rd. 

Crystal  City,  MO  63019 

O’Fallon  Iris  Society 

Roy  Boh  re  r,  Pres. 

#1  Summer  Court 
O’Fallon,  MO  63366 

Parsons  Area  Iris  Society 

Lorene  (Rog)  Robbins,  Pres. 
1310  Appleton 
Parsons,  KS  67357 

Semo  Iris  Society 

Norman  Gossling,  Pres. 

901  Yale 

Scott  City,  MO  63780 

Show  Me  Iris  Society 

Bob  Tankesley-Clark,  Pres. 

Rt.  1 ,  Box  246 
California,  MO  65018 

Tri-State  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Anna  Belle  Gass,  Pres. 

Rt.  3,  Box  138 
Carthage,  MO  64836 

Washington  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Larry  Pehle  (Luella),  Pres. 
RR  3,  Box  1 50 
Washington,  MO  63090 

Wichita  Area  Iris  Club 

Claude  W.  Evans,  Pres. 

17000  Maple,  Lot  1-D 
Goddard,  KS  67052 

Region  19 

Garden  State  Iris  Society 

Marisa  Noe,  Pres. 

1354  Mallard  Drive 
Martinsville,  N.J.  08836 


Region  21 

Central  Iowa  Iris  Society 

Kathy  Larson,  Pres. 

312  West  High  St. 
Marshalltown,  Iowa  50158 

Dawson  County  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Verda  Harvey,  Pres. 

1407  N.  Monroe 
Lexington,  NE  68850 

Elkhorn  Valley  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  John  S.  Burleigh,  Pres. 

RR  4,  Box  206 
Norfolk,  NE  68701 

Greater  Omaha  Iris  Society 

Christa  Kohout,  Pres. 

6225  “H”  Street 
Omaha,  NE68117 

Lincoln  Iris  Society 

Lane  E.  Foulk,  Pres. 

1 509  Van  Dorn 
Lincoln,  NE  68502 

Sioux  Empire  Iris  Society 

Larry  Wei  res,  Pres. 

2701  Old  Orchard  Trail 
Sioux  Falls,  SD  57105 

Siouxland  Iris  Society 

Larry  L.  Harder,  Pres. 

P.O.  Box  278 
Ponca,  NE  68770 

Trails  West  Iris  Society 

Shirley  C.  Fauver,  Pres. 

P.O.  Box  341 
Scottsbluff,  NE  69361 

Region  22 

Central  Arkansas  Iris  Society 

Ms.  Veronica  McNeirney,  Pres. 

1502  W.  Long  17th 

North  Little  Rock,  AR  72114 
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Hot  Springs  Iris  Society 
June  Bonham,  Pres. 

7092  Diamond  Head 
Hot  Springs,  AR  71913 

Norman  Area  Iris  Society 
Bill  Pappan,  Pres. 

6414  E.  Rock  Creek  Rd. 
Norman,  OK  73071 

Oklahoma  Iris  Society 

Louise  Carson,  Pres. 

5037  NW  24th  Place 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73127 

Sooner  State  Iris  Society 

Marthella  Shoemake,  Pres. 

PO.  Box  549,  11327  Draper 
Nicoma  Park,  OK  73066 

Southwest  Oklahoma  Iris  Society 
Marjorie  J.  Puckett,  Pres. 

2707  Arlington  Ave. 

Lawton,  OK  73505 

Tulsa  Area  Iris  Society 

Paul  W.  Gossett,  Pres. 

4107  E.  2nd  Place 
Tulsa,  OK  74112 

White  County  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  LaVera  Burkett,  Pres. 

1100  N.  Ella 
Searcy,  AR  72143 

Region  23 

Albuquerque  Aril  Society 
Irene  Shockey  (Mrs.  H.G. 

Shockey),  Pres. 

4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  N.W. 
Albuquerque,  NM  87107 

Albuquerque  Iris  Guild 

Mrs.  Douglas  Latimer,  Pres. 
291  Sandia  Rd.  N.W. 
Albuquerque,  NM  87107 


Lea  County  Iris  Society 
Mr.  Doug  Goodnight,  Pres. 

1005  Gambiin  Lane 
Hobbs,  NM  88240 

Mesilla  Valley  Iris  Society 

Sharon  McAllister,  Pres. 

902  Loya  Lane 

Las  Cruces,  NM  88005 

New  Mexico  Iris  Society 

Sara  H.  Doonan  (Mrs.  Philip  S.),  Pres. 
7428  Staghorn  Dr.,  N.W. 
Albuquerque,  NM  87120 

Roswell  Iris  Society 
Evelyn  Siegfreid  (Mrs.  Keith),  Pres. 
2503  S.  Baylor  Drive 
Roswell,  NM  88201 

Santa  Fe  Iris  Society 
Larry  Anaya,  Pres. 

PO.  Box  227 
Cerrillos,  NM  87010 

Region  24 

Arab  Iris-Daylily  Society 

Sybil  B.  Garner,  Pres. 

Route  2,  Box  568 
Arab,  AL  35016 

Birmingham  Area  Iris  Society 

Miss  Nan  Elizabeth  Miles,  Pres. 

2645  Alta  Glen  Drive 
Birmingham,  AL  35243 

Blount  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 

John  W.  Graves,  Pres. 

Rt.  2,  Box  10  E. 

Blountsville,  AL  35031 

Cullman  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 

Margaret  Schnacke,  Pres. 

Rt.  8,  Box  348 
Cullman,  AL  35055 
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Guntersville  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 
John  J.  Adkins,  Jr.,  Pres. 

200  Pecan  Ave. 

Albertville,  AL  35950 

Huntsville  Chapter  of  A.I.S. 

Donald  E.  Dunstone,  Pres. 

2923  Pulaski  Pike 
Huntsville,  AL  35810 


Marshall  Iris  Society 

Evelyn  Sekavec  Oates,  Pres. 

Rt.  7,  Box  235 
Albertville,  AL  35950 

North  Alabama  Iris  Society 
Mrs.  Donald  R.  Saxton  (Margaret), 
Pres. 

101 1  Cole  Drive 
Huntsville,  AL  35802 


HAMNER'S  IRIS  GARDEN 

960  North  Perris  Blvd.  Perris,  CA  92370 

Introductions  For  1987 

CHOSEN  ONE — TB,  34-36",  M.  This  lovely  pure  white  self  has  gener¬ 
ous  ruffling,  heavy  substance  and  bright  beards.  Good  branching 
with  7  buds.  This  beauty  was  chosen  from  the  many  fine  seedlings 
this  cross  produced.  Sdlg.  82-537:  (Risque  x  Trousseau  Lace)  X 

(Magnifique  x  75-11) . . . $25.00 

CLASSIC  CAPERS — TB,  34-36",  E-M.  A  beautiful  salmon  bitone. 
Standards  are  a  pastel  shade  of  salmon;  the  falls  are  a  darker  shade 
of  salmon.  The  ruffled,  wide  falls  have  an  edging  of  light  salmon. 
Beards  are  red-orange.  Branching  is  good  with  6  buds.  This  lovely 
iris  was  awarded  an  exhibition  certificate  at  the  Inland  Iris  Society 
show  held  in  Riverside  last  spring.  Sdlg.  84-78:  from  pink  amoena 

breeding . $35.00 

FROSTY  SNOWBALL— TB,  35-36",  E-M.  This  outstanding  iris  has 
snowy  white  stands.  The  medium  blue  falls  are  wide  and  horizon¬ 
tal  with  a  large  white  area  around  the  lemon  tipped  beards.  Beauti¬ 
ful  candelabra  branching  with  7  buds.  Lovely  ruffled  form.  Sdlg. 
82-224:  ((Princess  Gloria  x  President  Farnsworth)  x  Shadow  Magic) 

X  (Mystique  x  Princess  Gloria) . $35.00 

GRAPE  FREEZE — TB,  34-37",  M-L.  A  beautiful  mulberry  rose  plicata. 
The  strong,  upright  stands  are  heavily  marked  mulberry  rose.  Falls 
are  lightly  marked  mulberry  rose.  Generous  ruffling  over  all  the 
petals.  The  beards  are  brick  red.  Good  branching  with  7  buds.  Sdlg. 

79- 053:  Gem  of  Sierra  X  Wild  Berry . $30.00 

HARBOR  CRUISE — TB,  36",  M.  This  large,  ruffled  dark  blue  neglecta 

has  light  blue  standards  and  dark  violet-blue  falls.  Good  branching 
with  8  buds.  Vigorous  grower.  Sdlg.  81-5-26:  76-18  X  Princess  Gloria 

. . $30.00 

ROYAL  CLOAK— TB,  34-36",  E-M.  Flaring,  wide  violet-purple  self 
with  red  beards.  Heavy  substance  and  long  bloom  season.  Vig¬ 
orous  with  clean  growth  habits.  Good  branching  with  7  buds.  Sdlg. 

80- 048:  Heather  Blush  X  Entourage . $25.00 

Price  list  sent  on  request 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE 
AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION 

October  1,  1986  to  March  31,  1987 


CONTRIBUTIONS 
IN  MEMORY  OF: 


Bernice  Albie  (CA) 

Carl  and  LaRue  Boswell  (CA) 

Hazel  Bartholomew  (NH) 

Joe  Gatty  (CA) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

Ann  Blocher  (IL) 

Joe  Gatty  (CA) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Roger  R.  Nelson  (NE) 

Joe  Brinkerhoff,  Jr.  (TN) 

Rodney  Adams  (KY) 

Lucienne  Brooks  (CA) 

Marie  Caillet  (TX) 

Nell  and  Glenn  Corlew  (CA) 
Marilyn  J.  Holloway  (CA) 

James  R  McWhirter  (CA) 

Richard  T.  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Rockwell  (TX) 
Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 

George  Bryant  (NM) 

Friends  from  Brookfield  Zoo  (IL) 

Walter  Bunker  (CA) 

Bob  and  Lucienne  Brooks  (CA) 
Ray  and  Janice  Chesnick  (CA) 

Charlotte  A.  Bushey  (WA) 

Pierce  County  Iris  Society  (WA) 

Charles  F.  Carper  (WA) 

Pierce  County  Iris  Society  (WA) 

Eunice  Carter  (CA) 

Sam  Reece  (CA) 

Ralph  Coleman  (CA) 

Myrtle  and  Gomer  Reece  (CA) 
Sam  Reece  (CA) 


Myrtle  Cox  (NE) 

Elkhorn  Valley  Iris  Society  (NE) 
Friends  from  Elkhorn  Valley  (NE) 
Larry  L.  Harder  (NE) 

Schliefert  Iris  Gardens  (NE) 

Donald  R.  Denney  (CA) 

Carl  and  LaRue  Boswell  (CA) 
Bob  and  Lucienne  Brooks  (CA) 
Sidney  P  DuBose  (CA) 

Joe  Gatty  (CA) 

Ben  R.  Hager  (CA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Hamblen  (UT) 
Larry  L.  Harder  (NE) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

Mt.  Diablo  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Myrtle  and  Gomer  Reece  (CA) 
Sam  Reece  (CA) 

Sidney  B.  Mitchell  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Sindt  (MN) 

Mrs.  Robbie  Lee  Denney  (TN) 
James  P.  McWhirter  (CA) 

Margie  DuBose  (CA) 

Myrtle  and  Gomer  Reece  (CA) 
Sam  Reece  (CA) 

Sylvia  Eddy  (Ml) 

Dwarf  Iris  Society 

Hilda  Fail  (CA) 

Sequoia  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Mrs.  Beulah  Gassling  (MO) 

Dave  and  Marie  Niswonger  (MO) 

Mrs.  Olivia  Gerland  (TX) 

New  Braunfels  Iris  Society  (TX) 
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Frances  M.  Gilmore  (OH) 

Frank  Gerber  (OH) 

Arnold  and  Lucille  Mezner  (OH) 

Van  Golladay  (CA) 

Myrtle  and  Gomer  Reece  (CA) 
Sam  Reece  (CA) 

John  E.  Griffin  (SD) 

Charles  and  Signey  Claussen 
(SD) 

Irene  Nelson  (TX) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Roger  R.  Nelson  (NE) 

Emma  Peterson  (NE) 

Richard  T.  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Ellene  Rockwell  (TX) 

Schliefert  Iris  Gardens  (NE) 

Joseph  Hale  (OH) 

Akron  Area  Iris  Society  (OH) 

James  S.  Hendrickson  (UT) 
Region  12,  AIS  (UT) 

Alva  J.  Hickerson  (OK) 

Dorothy  C.  Howard  (OK) 

Ronald  Mullin  (OK) 

Cleo  Palmer  (OK) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Stayer  (OK) 
Martha  Wilkins  (Wl) 

Jean  Hoffmeister  (MD) 

Joe  Gatty  (CA) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

Mary  Leona  Housley  (CO) 

Region  20,  AIS  (CO) 

Ethel  Johnson  (CA) 

Myrtle  and  Gomer  Reece  (CA) 
Sam  Reece  (CA) 

Mary  Keppel  (CA) 

Myrtle  and  Gomer  Reece  (CA) 
Sam  Reece  (CA) 

Vi  Luihn  (CA) 

Myrtle  and  Gomer  Reece  (CA) 
Sam  Reece  (CA) 

Jeane  Marsh  (Ml) 

Southwestern  Michigan  Iris 
Society  (Ml) 


Marie  Meyer  (CA) 

Bob  and  Lucienne  Brooks  (CA) 

Mabel  Nichols  (CA) 

Clara  B.  Rees  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Dorothy  Palmer  (MO) 

Nell  and  Glenn  Corlew  (CA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Hamblen  (UT) 
Dorothy  C.  Howard  (OK) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Dave  and  Marie  Niswonger  (MO) 
O’Fallon  Iris  Society  (MO) 

Les  Peterson  (UT) 

Joe  Gatty  (CA) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

Henry  Rabe  (KY) 

Rodney  Adams  (KY) 

Mrs.  Peter  Reis  (OK) 

Dorothy  C.  Howard  (OK) 

Clare  Roberts  (CA) 

Sam  Reece  (CA) 

Elaine  Silverberg  (NJ) 

Carl  and  LaRue  Boswell  (CA) 
Delaware  Valley  Iris  Society 

David  B.  Sindt  (IL) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  G.  Blodgett 
(Wl) 

Carl  and  LaRue  Boswell  (CA) 
Florence  H.  Carr  (MN) 

Nell  and  Glenn  Corlew  (CA) 
Nurgez  and  Noshir  Dabhoiwala 
(NETH) 

Sidney  P.  DuBose  (CA) 

Dwarf  Iris  Society 
Joe  Gatty  (CA) 

Ben  R.  Hager  (CA) 

Iris  Society  of  Minnesota  (MN) 
Sue  Kaul  (Wl) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jung  Kook  Kim  (IL) 
George  and  Carol  Lankow  (WA) 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  A.  Machulak 
(Wl) 

Mrs.  Irene  Mahl  (MN) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mearl  C.  Mahl  (Wl) 
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David  B.  Sindt  (IL)  (Cont’d) 

James  P.  McWhirter  (CA) 

Irene  Nelson  (TX) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Richard  T.  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Ellene  Rockwell  (TX) 

Region  8,  AIS 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emil  Schmidt  (MN) 
Donald  and  Barbara  Selinger 

(MN) 

Jeane  and  Larry  Stayer  (OK) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Studeman 
(Wl) 

Eric  and  Bob  Tankesley-Clarke 

(MO) 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 

Evalyn  Storey  (TN) 

Rodney  Adams  (KY) 

J.  D.  Taylor  (ENG) 

Ellene  Rockwell  (TX) 


Richard  P.  Van  Valkenburgh  (AL) 
Joe  Gatty  (CA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Hamblen  (UT) 
Huntsville  Chapter,  AIS  (AL) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

Richard  T.  Pettijohn  (NE) 

David  and  Barbara  Schmieder 
(MA) 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  S.  Walker  (AL) 

Mrs.  Alice  Wadekamper  (MN) 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Sindt  (MN) 

Charles  Weddle  (CO) 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 

Elsie  Zuercher  (IN) 

Dwarf  Iris  Society 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Sindt  (MN) 


Scorch  Research 

Foxes  Iris  Patch  (SD) 


Marie  Caillet  (TX) 

Bob  and  Lucienne  Brooks  (CA) 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Christopher  (TN) 
Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 


CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY:  Send  to  The  American  Iris  Society,  Jeane 
Stayer,  Secretary,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION:  Send  to  AIS  Foundation, 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn,  Treasurer,  2510  S.  148th  Avenue,  Omaha, 
NE  68144.  Donations  to  the  Foundation  are  tax  deductible. 

Note:  please  include  name  and  address  of  next-of-kin  pertaining  to 
memorial  gifts,  so  that  a  card  of  acknowledgment  may  be  sent. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  or  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Iris  Society  Foundation. 
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IN  MEMORIUM 


Elsie  Zuercher 


On  November  10,  1987,  the  iris  world  lost  a  good  member  and  staunch 
supporter.  On  that  date  Elsie  Zuercher,  Region  6,  passed  away.  During  her 
30-year  membership  Elsie  not  only  served  in  many  of  the  offices  of  the  local 
societies  to  which  she  belonged,  but  also  in  offices  of  the  Region,  including  a 
term  of  RVR  She  was  also  Editor  of  the  Dwarf  Iris  Society’s  Portfolio  for  several 
years  and  held  the  office  of  President  in  that  organization.  Her  cheerful  nature, 
enthusiasm  and  ever  ready  helping  hand  will  be  missed  by  all  of  us. 

Emma  L.  Hobbs 


Carl  O.  Schirmer  1894-1985 


Carl  Schirmer  was  highly  involved  with  the  progress  and  growth  of  the  AIS 
and  remained  so  after  he  retired  from  active  participation  in  the  Society. 

Carl  joined  the  AIS  in  1931.  He  was  the  second  RVP  of  Region  18. 

Carl  will  be  remembered  for  the  way  with  which  he  directed  the  energies  of 
Region  1 8  during  his  years  as  RVP.  The  first  Region  1 8  Bulletin  was  published 
in  1948.  Under  his  leadership  the  Region  conducted  a  membership  cam¬ 
paign  which  will  go  down  in  the  history  of  the  AIS  resulting  in  an  increase  of 
membership  from  359  to  834.  This  resulted  in  such  a  large  region  that  in  1 950 
the  states  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska  were  separated  and  combined  with  the 
Dakotas  to  form  Region  21 . 

Carl  was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Directors  in  1 948.  In  1 949  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  Treasuer  of  AIS  and  in  this  capacity  served  under  presidents  Guy  Rogers, 
Harold  Knowlton,  Marion  Walker,  and  Dr.  L.F.  Randolph.  Carl  was  a  phar¬ 
macist  and  he  and  his  wife,  Marie,  operated  a  drug  store  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

He  and  his  brother,  Dr.  Henry  Schirmer  were  interested  in  gardening  and 
both  hybridized.  One  of  Carl’s  introductions  was  a  pink  iris  named 
BREATHLESS  which  he  registered  in  1957  and  it  was  later  introduced  by 
Schreiner’s  Gardens.  In  his  later  years  he  began  to  grow  roses  also  and  won 
several  blue  ribbons  at  the  local  shows. 

Evelyn  M.  Jones 
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ESTHER  C.  D.  M.  (McGarvey  ’82)— $35  inc.  UPS 

Beautiful,  pristine  white  SIBERIAN.  Large  flowers  on 
tall  stalks.  The  foliage  is  lustrous  blue-green.  Strong 
grower. 

OLD  DOUGLAS  PERENNIALS 

6065  Old  Douglas  Road  Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 
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Introducing:  The  Iris  Retrieval  and  Information  System  (IRIS). 
IRIS  is  a  personal  computer  system  designed  to  help  you  maintain 
information  on  your  iris  collection.  For  commercial  growers,  a 
more  extensive  version  will  also  manage  information  on  your  cus¬ 
tomers  and  sales. 

IRIS  executes  (runs)  on  an  IBM-PC,  XT,  AT,  or  100%  compatible 
machine  with  DOS  2.0  or  greater.  Minimum  memory  is  202K  for  the 
Collector's  edition  and  35 5K  for  the  Commercial  edition. 

NO  NEED  TO  LEARN  ANY  COMPLICATED  PROGRAMMING  LANGUAGE!  IRIS  is 
a  "user  friendly"  system  with  a  comprehensive  user's  guide. 


FEATURES 


«  Inventory  - 
«  Sales  -  -  - 

•  Reports--  - 

»  Utilities  - 


-  Automatically  indexes  and  stores  information 
on  up  to  20  data  elements  for  each  variety. 

-  Enter  and  update  customer  and  sales  infor¬ 
mation.  Automatic  adjustment  of  your  avail¬ 
able  stock. 

-  Alphabetical  inventory  and  price  listings, 
mailing  labels,  customer  invoices,  catalog 
listings  (6  different  styles)  and  more. 

-  Back  up  and  restore  files,  delete  records,  and 
compress  file  space,  change  internal  variables 
and  more. 


SPECIAL  INTRODUCTORY  OFFER: 


Col  lector' s  edition 
Commercial  edition 


$60  (postpaid) 
$175  (postpaid) 


Try  the  IRIS  system  for  30  days;  if  you  are  not  completely  satis¬ 
fied,  your  money  will  be  refunded  (upon  receipt  of  returned  system) 


RICHARD  A.  TASC0 

5855  East  Pioneer 

Apache  Junction,  AZ  85219 


Phone:  602-982-2433 
Call  evenings  &  weekends  only 
NO  COLLECT  CALLS  PLEASE! 
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JULY  BULLETIN  ADVERTISERS 


Carr,  Franklin . 

. ...  68 

Old  Douglas  Perennials  .... 

.86 

Craig,  Jim  &  Vicki . 

. ...  23 

Paw  Paw  Ever  last  label . 

.28 

Dyer,  Floyd  &  Leota . 

. ...  50 

Schultz  Co . 

.87 

Evergreen  Labels . 

.  .  .  .41 

Society  for  Siberian  Irises  . . 

.48 

Hamner’s  Iris  Garden  . . . 

. . . .81 

Spring  Hill  Iris  (Silverberg) . . 

.35 

Helsley,  Clavin . 

.  ...  33 

Tasco,  Richard . 

.86 

Knaus,  John . 

. ...  68 

Vagabond  Gardens  (Foster) 

.40 

Commercial  Directory . 88 


"Schultz- Instant” 

ULTRA  PURE  CONCENTRATED  ALL  PURPOSE 

LIQUID  PLANT  FOOD 


EASY  DIRECTIONS 

“7  drops  per  quart  water 
Every  time  you  water. ; 
Every  thing  you  grow.  ” 

Available  at  your  store  or  send: 
$1.85  for  5V2  oz.,  $3.20  for  12  oz., 
$4.70  for  28  oz.,  (Includes  Mailing 


Schultz  Instant 


DROP) 
PER  Q1 


EASY  DIRECTIONS 

teasp.  per  gal.  water 
Every  time  you  water. 

Every  thing  you  grow 

Available  at  your  store  or  send: 

$3.20  for  1  lb.,  $12.50  for  5  lb., 

$46.00  for  25  lb.,  (Includes  Mailing.) 

©1983  A  Y  Schultz  By  the  makers  of  "Plant  Shine”'5 
Mfg.  by  SCHULTZ  CO  ,  St.  Louis,  MO  63043  U.S.A, 
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ADAMGROVE 

Irises  and  Daylilies 

Featuring 


ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDENS 


22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 
Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 


All  Types  of 
BEARDED  &  BEARDLESS 

Irises 

Introducing  for 

Carl  &  Larue  BOSWELL 

and 

David  B.  SINDT 

Catalogue  $  1 ;  Refundable 

Eric  and  Bob  Tankesley-Clarke 
Rt.  1,  Box  246,  California,  MO  65018 


TERRY  AND  BARBARA 

tfitlpii’s  Garden 

608  NW  119  St. ,  Vancouver,  WA  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 

MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  MTB 
TB,  PCN,  JA,  SIB,  GUESTS 

10  Miles  North  of  Portland 
Send  22c  Stamp  for  Calalog  &  Map 

BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 


Over  500  varieties  of  Northern 
grown  TB  irises  at  reasonable 
prices.  Also  50  varieties  of  fine 
peonies. 

Catalog  on  request 


LOUISIANA  IRIS 
CATALOG  ON  REQUEST! 
LARGE  SELECTION  OF  CULTIVARS 
QUANTITY  PRICES  AVAILABLE 

ED  AND  RUSTY  OSTHEIMER 

P.O.  BOX  485 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70361 
PHONE:  504-868-5422 


COPY  DEADLINES 


of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica  and 
Spuria  irises. 


January  issue . Oct.  15 

April  issue  . Jan.  15 

July  issue . Apr.  15 

October  issue  .....  July  15 
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GEORGE  C.  BUSH 

CLEAN  SHAVEN  IRIS  (beardless) 
OUR  SPECIALTY 

Featuring  Japanese,  Siberian  and  Species 

irises.  Also  Spurias  and  Louisianas. 

Home  of  FROSTY  RIM  (AM)  and  JAR 
ANESE  SANDMAN  (HM).  We  co-intro- 
duced  the  fabulous  Ackerman  Japanese 
cultivars.  Comprehensive  price  list  for  a 


Marhigo  Japanese  Irises 

featuring  new  introductions  of  Walter  Marx. 

Daylilies,  Peonies,  Hostas. 
1987  Catalog— $1 .00 
Credit  on  first  order 

c*ma  mm 

M*S£*y 


stamp. 

VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 
1739  Memory  Lane  Extd. ,  York,  PA  17402 
Ph.  717/755-0557 


Iris 

Daylilies 
Hosta 
Peonies 
Perennials 

Busse  Gardens 

LAz  -c^iinnci^ta  <‘J~>c\tnnia[ 

Rt.2  Box  238 

COKATO,  MINNESOTA  55321 
Catalog  $1.00 
Deduct  on  First  Order 


15425  SW  Pleasant  Hill  Rd. 
Sherwood,  Oregon  97140 
503-625-7241 


CHEHALEM  GARDENS 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 
P.  O.  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 

SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 

Descriptive  price  list 
available  upon  request 


CIRCLE  *N’  RANCH 
IRIS  GARDEN 


Over  3,500  old  and  new  varieties  of  TB, 
Median,  Dwarf  and  Arilbred  irises.  High 
quality,  healthy  plants  at  excellent  prices. 


CAL  DIXIE 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford¬ 
able  bearded  irises  (new  and  old)  in 
Southern  California. 

Catalog  available  on  request  about 
April  1. 

Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 

14115  Pear  St. 
Riverside,  CA  92504 


CHAMPION’S  NURSERY 

Louisina  Iris 
Species  Iris 

Perennial  list  upon  request 
Send  2  stamps  for  price  list 

12420-7th  St.  Yucaipa,  CA  92399 


(R)  Ranch 
18650  Birch  St. 

Perris,  CA  92370 

Price  list  on  request 
after  March  / 

Please  enclose  two  first  class  stamps 

COOLEY’S  GARDENS,  INC. 

11553  Silverton  Rd.,  N.E. 

P.O.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 

FEATURING  THE  EINEST  OF 
TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 
QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

Free  with  your  first  order  of  the  season 
and  to  our  recent  customers 
or 

Send  $2.00  for  the  catalog,  then  deduct 
it  from  your  first  catalog  order. 
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COMANCHE  ACRES 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  1,  Box  258 

Gower,  MO  64454 

Quality  TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB, 

LA  and  Bulb  type  irises 
at  reasonable  prices. 

Catalog  $1.00 
Refundable  with  order 

No  color 

The  Cherry  Lane  Gardens  of 

GLENN  F.  CORLEW 

2988  Cherry  Lane 

Walnut  Creek,  California  94596 

Send  50tf  for  catalog 

COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  of 
Bob  Brown, 

Don  Denny,  and 

Jim  McWhirter 

—  Send  500  for  catalog  — 

11314  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  CA  95693 

916/687-6134 

COOPER’S  GARDEN 

212  West  County  Road  C 
Roseville,  MN  55113 

COLD-HARDY  IRISES 

Species,  Siberians 
and  Louisianas 

Also  Hemerocallis,  Wild 
Flowers  and  other  perennials 

Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 

COUNTRY  VIEW  GARDENS 

Barb  Gibson 

13253  McKelghan  Road 
Chesaning,  MI  48616 

MDBs  —  Medians  —  TBs 
Specializing  in  Medians.  Send  stamp 
for  descriptive  price  list. 

C.  CRISCOLA  IRIS  GARDEN 

Route  2,  Box  183 

Walla  Walla.  WA  99  362 

600  varieties 
at  reasonable  prices 

Send  stamp  tor  price  lisr 

CORDON  BLEU  FARMS 

of 

Bob  Brooks  —  digger 

Ray  Chesnik  —  packer 

Box  2033 

San  Marcos,  CA  92069 

DAYLILIES  for  the  collector.  Many 
colors — tetraploids,  diploids, 
miniatures,  doubles.  Spuria  and 
Louisiana  IRISES. 

Catalog  $1.00 

D.  and  J.  Gardens 

1373  Coventry  Road 
Concord,  CA  94518 

Introductions  of  Joyce  and  Duane  Meek 
See  our  ad  in  the  Spring  Bulletin 

No  catalog  Write  for  prices  of  previous  intros 

DAVID  IRIS  FARM 

Rt.  1,  Eort  Dodge,  lowe  50501 
northern  Grown  Iris 

hewer  &  older  varieties— reasonable  prices 
TB— BB— IB— 5DB 

Send  2Zi  stamp  for  list 

Introductory  Special 
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ENCANTADA  GARDENS 
Ann  Wright 

Rebloomers,  Medians,  TBs 
Catalog  on  request 

Box  542,  Hatch,  NM  87937 

HOLIDAY  SEEDS 

4276  Durham  Circle 
Stone  Mountain,  GA  30083 

Hosta,  Lily,  Iris, 
and  Daylily  seeds. 

10  pkg./$12.50  ppd. 
Shipment  in  January. 
Catalogue  available 
mid-December,  $1.00. 

f  / 

1  /  ENSATA 

'  r  GARDENS 

HUGGINS  FARMS 
IRISES 

Rt.  1,  Box  348 

Hico,  TX  76457 

Specialists  in  Japanese  Iris.  Price  list 
and  culture  sheet  on  request. 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49053 

Over  1 200  varieties  of  bearded 
irises — old  and  new. 

Send  $1.00  for  complete  descriptive 
listing,  refundable  on  first  order. 

GRANDVIEW  IRIS  GARDENS 

(Viola  Schreiner) 

Large  Selection  of  Quality  Irises 

TB,  BB,  IB  and  Aril 

Old  and  new  varieties  to  choose  from 
Reasonable  Prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 

HC  86  -  Box  91  Bayard.  NE  69334 

fa  ILLINI  IRIS 

D.  STEVE  VARNER 

N.  State  St.  Rd. 
wMjM  Route  3,  Box  5 

MW  Monticello,  IL  61856 

W  /  Phone  21 7-762-3446 
*  Hybridizer  and  Grower 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 
Siberian  Irises 

Tetraploid  Hemerocallis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 
nursery  only 

Please  send  $1 .00  for  descriptive 
price  list  for  two  years 

HAHN  S  RAINBOW 
IRIS  GARDEN 

200  N.  School 

Desloge,  MO  63601 

Reasonable  prices.  Lots  of  old  and  new 
TBs.  Also  Daylilies.  Catalog  $1.00  (de¬ 
ductible  from  your  first  order) 

HILDENBRANDT’S  IRIS  GARDENS 

HCR  84,  Box  4 — Lexington,  NE  68850 
Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 

Catalog  on  request,  listing  1000  varieties  of 
SDB,  IB,  BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises.  Also,  Oriental 
Poppies,  Peonies  and  Hostas. 

THE  IRIS  POND 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebloomers 
Siberian  •  JA  •  Species 

Send  $1 .00  for  list 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

731 1  Churchill  Rd..  McLean,  VA  22101 
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Iris  lovers  from  West  Germany 
and  Japan  have  purchased  double 
rimmers  for  their  home  areas,  giv¬ 
ing  IRIS  TEST  GARDENS  interna¬ 
tional  recognition. 

Slides  are  available  for  club 
meetings.  Let  us  know  your  wishes 
so  our  set  can  be  sent  on  time.  Cost: 
Return  insured. 

We  have  display  beds  at  our  main 
garden  at  424  S.E.  8th  St.  and  also  at 
our  home.  Chet  Tbmpkins'  introduc¬ 
tions  are  a  new  feature  for  our  many 
visitors  to  see  for  themselves. 

AUSTIN  &  IONE  MORGAN 

IRIS  TEST  GARDENS 

1010  Highland  Park  Drive 
College  Place,  WA  99324 

Send  500  for  catalog 

Visitors  welcome — bring  camera. 


J  &  J  IRIS  GARDEN 

4867  Mission  Creek  Road 
Cashmere,  Washington  98815 

Introductions  of 
Jack  Boushay 

Tails  &  Medians 


THE  J— LOT  GARDENS 
of  Lottie  Ogles 

1 1 56  N.  Main  Joshua,  Texas  76058 

Ph.  817-295-4074 

REBL00MING  SPECIALIST 

Catalog  listing  of  125  varieties 
also 

Extensive  listing  of  Spring  Bloomers 
Quality  high  -  prices  low 

Send  39c  stamp  for  lists  after 
March  1 


KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.O.  BOX  8173  STOCKTON,  CA  95208 

Specializing  in  the  newest 
Tall  Beardeds 

July/August  Shipment 
Catalog  with  pedigrees  available  for  500 

KIRKLAND  IRIS  GARDEN 

George  and  Carol  Lankow 

Choice  MEDIAN  and  DWARF  irises. 

Featuring  the  introductions  of 
Carol  Lankow  and  Maybelle  Wright. 
Catalog  on  Request 
725-20  Ave.  West  Kirkland,  WA  98033 


LAURIE’S  GARDEN 

(Lorena  M.  Reid) 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy 
Springfield,  Oregon  97477 

Specializing  in:  CALIFORNICAE,  JAP¬ 
ANESE  and  SIBERIAN  Irises.  Also 
grow  many  Cal-Sibes,  Evansia, 
Laevigatae  and  other  Beardless 
Species  and  Hybrids. 

Descriptive  price  list 
for  stamp  in  May. 


LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ken  and  Belle  Durio 

CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TETRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

OUR  36th  YEAR 
DESCRIPTIVE  CATALOG 
$2.00 


THIS  LIST  INCLUDES  MANY 
EXCITING  NEW  DAYLILIES 
AND  HARD-TO-FIND  BULBS 
AND  RELATED  PLANTS 


RT.  7,  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 
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TOP  QUALITY  IRIS 

From  the  “Top  of  the  World” 

Price  List  on  Request 


Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions. 

“Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska” 


GARDENS 


P.O.  Box  19  Boulder,  CO  80306 


MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 


Featuring  introductions  from  several 
fine  Colorado  hybridizers. 


M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 

4828  Jel la  Way 
North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 


•  RETAIL  AND  WHOLESALE 

•  EXCLUSIVE  “NO  FAULT” 


GUARANTEE 

•  ELEVENTH  ANNIVERSARY 
CATALOG  -  $2.00 

''  ^Gardens 


Write  for  free  price  list 


COLOR 

CATALOG 

of  Medians  •  TBs  •  Arilbreds 
$1 .00  on  request 

Mid-America  Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 

P.O.  Box  12982 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73157 

MIKA 

GARDENS 

Tall  Bearded  Irises 

Quality  rhizomes  grown  in  the  great  San 
Joaquin  Valley.  Reasonable  prices. 

1544  Schmidt  Road 
Gustine.  CA  95322 


1073  BIRD  AVE.,  DEPT.  A 
SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 


3  miles  off  Interstate  5 


Send  22^  stamp  for  catalog 
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GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 


MISSION  BELL  GARDENS 

(MELBA  AND  JIM  HAMBLEN) 


REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 

Some  MEDIANS. 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 

Rt.  4,  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 


Featuring 
Fine  Irises  of 
Recent  Introduction 

TALL  BEARDED 

Catalog  on  request 
No  color 


Send  stamp  for  price  list. 


2778  W.  5600  So. 


Roy,  Utah  84067 


fHUler’0  fttanor 
(gardens 


Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 
3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 
Newest  irises  at  affordable  prices 


n 


NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 

1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 


Price  List  on  Request 

i_AJo*tfc  ^Ptne  $/tis  Qaiidm 

Mary  Ferguson 

P.O.  Box  595  Norfolk,  NE  68701 


Send  stamp  for  catalog 

MOONSHINE 

GARDENS 

of 

Monty  Byers 

P.O.  Boa  lOIQ 
Cleorloke  Oak6,  CQ  Q5423 

Specializing  in  space  agers  and  re¬ 
bloomers.  An  extensive  listing  of 
many  of  the  latest  and  best  TB,  BB, 
MTB,  IB,SDBandMDBirises. 


402/871-3895 

Newer  TB  and  Median  Irises 
For  added  interest  to  your  iris  garden: 

Iris  wind  chimes 
Iris  clapper  for  your 
chimes 

Iris  windsocks,  hand 
painted,  personalized 
Also  Quilled  Iris  cards 
Send  stamp  for  price  list 

OLD  DOUGLAS  PERENNIALS 


You’ll  likethe  varietal  information  and 
the  prices  in  our  catalog.  It’sfree! 


6065  Old  Douglas  Rd. 
Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 

Featunns  SIBERIAN  introductions  of  Anna 
Mae  Mjller — 'Dancins  Nanou’ — &  1 30  named 
varieties.  Send  stamp  for  price  list 
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PATAPSCO  VALLEY  IRISES 

specializing  in 

•  miniature  dwarf  bearded 
and 

•  standard  dwarf  bearded  irises 

$  1 .00  for  list, 
refundable  with  first  order 


RIALTO  GARDENS 
John  Weiler 

1146  W.  Rialto 
Fresno,  CA  93705 

DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 
Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 
And  Reblooming  SDB 

& 


Linda  and  Steve  Harsy 
16236  Compromise'  Court 
Dept.  B.,  Mt.  Airy,  MD  2 1 771 


PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 

of 

HENRY  &  LUELLA  DANIELSON 

425  East  Luna 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

ARIL  AND  ARILBRED  IRISES 
Since  1941 

Also  Tall  Bearded,  Border,  Intermediate 
Standard  Dwarf,  Louisiana,  Siberian, 
Spuria  and  Japanese. 

See  our  ad  in  the  January  Bulletin 


Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 
TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 
List  on  Request 


RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Zula  A.  Hanson 
7124  Riverdale  Road 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55430 

Featuring  an  extensive  list  of  dwarfs  and 
medians.  Send  $1.00  for  our  catalog,  than 
deduct  it  from  your  first  order. 


SCHREINER’S  GARDENS 

3629  QUINABY  RD.t  NE. 
SALEM,  OREGON  97303 


Catalog  $1.00,  then  deduct  it  from 
your  first  order. 

RANCHO 

DE  LA  FLOR  BE  LIS 

A  MOST  UNIQUE  CATALOG 
Dedicated  to  the  history  of  the  Iris 


Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors 

GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America’s  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 

$2.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 


Color  Illustrations 

Featuring  the  newest  of  the  new 
and  the  best  of  the  old. 

Growing  over  4000  varieties 


Back  in  1987 
at  a  new  location 

SHANNON 

GARDENS 


Rancho  de  la  Flor  de  Lis 

P.O.  Box  227 
Cerrillos,  NM  87010 

Catalog  $1.00 
Available  April  thru  July 


Northfield  Boulevard  (Hwy.  47) 
Post  Office  Box  175 

Northfield,  Minnesota  55057 

Recent  TBs  and  Medians 
Price  list  on  request 
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SCHLIEFERT 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Murdock,  Nebraska  68407 
Since  1935 

Collection  of  all  Dykes  available 
Price  List  Only 


3342  IV.  Orangewood 

Phoenix ,  AZ  85051 

Send  for  our  catalog  listing  of 

TB,  Arilbred,  Median,  Spuria  & 
LA’s.  Guaranteed  quality! 


SKYLINE  FARMS 

Featuring  Beardeds  and  Louisianas 

Send  First  Class  stamp  for  Price  List 
or  wholesale  information. 

List  available  March  through  August. 

Wholesale  on  Beardeds  only  to  legitimate 
dealers  and  local  clubs  for  fund  raising. 
No  wholesale  on  Louisianas. 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford 

Route  3,  Box  162 
Whitpwright,  TX  75491-9603 


SLADE  IRIS  GARDENS 

George  and  Helen  Slade 

Route  5 — Box  1 53A 
Cynthiana,  KY  41031 

Cold  Hardy  Bearded  Irises 
Send  220  stamp  tor  catalog 
No  color 


SPRUCE  GARDENS 
Rt.  2,  Box  101 
Wisner,  NE  68791 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  listing  of 
choice  newer  tall  bearded  irises. 


400  Tall  Bearded 
Varieties 

Descriptive 

Catalog 

$1.00 


SUNSET 

IRIS  GARDEN 

269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 


Sara  Doonan,  Master  Gardener 
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George  &  Margaret  Sutton 
1940  Antler  Rd.  Ukiah,  CA  95482 

Send  22*  stamp  for  catalog 


PLANT  MARKERS 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 
metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 
and  economical. 

Perfect  for  Iris 

Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  description,  price  list 
and  picture. 

F.  R.  CHNRGH 

37  Oaknoll  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 
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INNERST  #1537-1 


AITKEN  #82J8-1 


CONFETTI  SHOWER 

(Payne  1950) 


SILVER  CASCADE 

(Payne  ’66) 


BENI-RENGE 

(S.  Hirao)  9  PETAL 


ENDURING  PINK  FROST 

(W.  Ackerman  ’81) 


REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 

1 —  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island:  Mrs.  Kenneth  (Agnes)  Waite,  6  Tow  Path  Lane,  Westfield, 
MA  01085 

2  —  New  York:  James  Burke,  46  Vincent  St.,  Lackawanna,  NY,  14218. 

3  —  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware:  Ellwood  (Bud)  Maltman,  206  Milltown  Rd., 

Wilmington,  DE  19808. 

4  —  Maryland;  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Car¬ 

olina:  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg,  Box  5691,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
24142 

5  —  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico:  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines, 

RO.  Box  883,y:Rome,  GA  30161 

6  —  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan:  Lynda  Miller,  31 67  E.  US  224,  Ossian,  IN 

46777. 

7  —  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  Albert  Dierckes,  3114  Hulbert  Ave., 

Erlanger,  KY  41018. 

8  —  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin:  Audrey  Machulak,  S.  82  W.  12877  Acker  Dr., 

Muskego,  W!  53150. 

9 —  Illinois:  Brian  J.  Clough,  1332  N.  Bosworth,  Apt.  5,  Chicago,  !L  60622. 
10 — Louisiana:  Mrs.  James  J.  (Patricia)  Deegan,  833  Hiawatha  Circle, 
Pineville,  LA  71360. 

11  — Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming:  Ronald  A.  Dunn,  2103  S.  5th  West, 

Missoula,  MT  59801 . 

12  — Utah:  Hyram  Ames,  3695  S.  2110  East,  Sait  Lake  City,  UT  84109. 

13  — Washington,  Oregon  and  Alaska:  Sigrid  Asmus,  4009  24th  Ave.  West, 

Seattle,  WA  98199. 

14  — Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii:  Jean  Erickson,  4036  Trinity 

Dr.,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405. 

15 — Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Howard  Goodrick,  1700  Burr  Oak 
Way,  Hemet,  CA  92343. 

16  —  Canada:  Verna  Laurin,  199  Florence  Ave.,  Wiilowdaie,  Ontario,  Canada 

M2N  1G5. 

17  — Texas:  Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Ramona)  Howard,  3303  37th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX 

79413 

18  — Kansas  and  Missouri:  Elvan  E.  Roderick,  1 137  N.  Main  St.,  Desloge, 

MO  63601. 

19  — New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island:  Mrs.  Norman  (Marisa)  Noe,  1354  Mal¬ 

lard  Dr.,  Martinsville,  NJ  08836. 

20  — Colorado:  Jess  V.  Quintana,  431  E.  1st  Avenue,  Denver,  CO  80203 

21  —  Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota:  Charles  T  Claussen, 

Rt.  3,  Box  363,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57106 

22 — Arkansas  and  Oklahoma:  Larry  Stayer,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK 
74145. 

23  —  New  Mexico:  David  R.  Hooten,  Box  2133,  Hobbs,  NM  88240 
24 — Alabama  and  Mississippi:  Joe  M.  Langdon,  5605  1 1th  Ave.,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  AL  35222. 
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the  terms  of  the  Charter,  the  Corporation  has  no  stockholders  and  exists  for  the  sole  purpose  of  promoting 
the  culture  and  improvement  of  the  IRIS. 
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From  the  Desk 
of  the 
President 

James  Rasmussen 


This  BULLETIN  is  being  edited  by  one  of  our  AIS  board  members,  Phil 
Williams  of  Eagleville,  TN.  We  thank  Phil  for  giving  of  his  time  as  a  Guest  Editor 
in  addition  to  his  regular  task  of  serving  as  Managing  Editor  of  our  BULLETIN. 
Marian  Schmuhl  of  Bedford,  MA  will  guest-edit  the  January  ’88  issue. 

The  Search  Committee  for  a  permanent  editor  has  presented  the  name  of 
Ronald  Mullin  to  the  Board  of  the  American  Iris  Society  for  this  position.  He 
was  accepted  by  the  board  and  will  start  with  the  April  ’88  issue  of  the 
BULLETIN.  The  Society  is  so  very  fortunate  to  once  again  be  able  to  utilize  the 
talents  of  its  immediate  past-president! 

Our  hats  are  off  to  Ellene  “Rokki”  Rockwell  of  Texas  and  Glenn  Corlew  of 
California  who  will  be  going  off  the  AIS  Board  this  fall  after  serving  their 
maximum  terms.  They  have  given  many  years  of  devoted  service  to  our  group 
and  deserve  our  sincerest  thanks.  Their  expertise  in  so  many  functions  of  AIS 
will  be  missed  by  all  of  us.  Everette  Lmeberger  from  South  Carolina  and  Lillian 
Gristwood  from  New  York  have  been  nominated  to  succeed  Rokki  and  Glenn. 

Following  discussion  at  the  board  meeting  in  Phoenix,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  study  library  procedure  to  provide  easier  access  to  AIS  ar¬ 
chives.  This  committee  is  looking  into  ways  of  compiling  and  indexing  infor¬ 
mation  in  these  materials.  This  should  be  a  great  help  to  the  many  people  who 
have  expressed  an  interest  in  this  matter. 

Our  garden,  like  many  across  the  midwest,  suffered  a  late  freeze  which  cut 
the  iris  bloom  to  less  than  one-third  of  normal  years.  Therefore  I  felt  especially 
fortunate  to  see  so  much  good  bloom  at  the  Phoenix  Convention  and  at  the 
Region  1 4  Spring  Meeting  in  Concord,  CA.  Reports  from  other  areas  indicate 
that  they  had  a  bloom  season  that  was  average  or  better.  Iris  growers  will 
always  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  weather.  The  lucky  ones  among  us  manage  to 
have  irises  planted  in  more  sheltered  locations  and  grow  a  greater  range  of  iris 
types  and  varieties  which  allows  us  to  always  salvage  somewhat  of  a  bloom 
season.  And,  of  course,  there’s  always  next  year.  .  . 
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Growing  Bearded  Iris 
as  a  Nursery  Crop 

Robert,  Ray  and  David  Schreiner,  Oregon 

Introduction 

An  interest  in  the  growing  of  bearded  Iris  as  a  nursery  field  crop  prompts 
this  survey.  Schreiner’s  Gardens  has  been  engaged  in  the  commercial  pro¬ 
duction  of  Iris  since  1925  when  F.X.  Schreiner  made  his  first  sales.  His  early 
visits  and  lively  correspondence  with  the  likes  of  John  Wister,  Miss  Grace 
Sturtevant,  E.B.  Williamson,  the  Sass  brothers  and  William  Mohr  formed  the 
basis  of  our  present  day  cultural  practices.  Many  an  early  Iris  pioneer  suffered 
the  fate  of  the  clothing  merchant  from  Van  Wert,  Ohio  who  acquired  AMBAS- 
SADEUR  (1920)  and  promptly  lost  90%  of  his  stock  due  to  the  lack  of 
knowledge  that  bearded  Iris  in  the  more  northern  states  require  planting  in 
July-August,  a  well  drained  location  and  winter  protection.  Such  information 
on  failures  or  successful  growing  techniques  were  often  the  subject  of  far 
ranging  discussions.  The  growing  of  some  200  acres  of  Iris  as  a  field  crop 
today  in  Oregon  presents  some  interesting  challenges.  How  does  one  imple¬ 
ment  the  basic  cultural  principles  so  laboriously  learned  by  our  ancestors  in 
the  mechanized  environment  of  modern  agri-business?  Inevitably  fertility  as 
well  as  weed  and  disease  control  come  to  the  forefront.  These  topics  will  be 
the  primary  focus  of  this  article. 

Soil  Fertility  and  Growth 

Location  and  natural  environmental  resources  play  critical  roles  in 
Schreiner’s  operation.  From  this  point  of  view  we  have  found  the  Willamette 
valley  to  be  a  happy  choice ...  it  is  ideal  bulb  growing  country.  We  have  a  fine 

growing  season,  good  winters 
for  dormancy  and  a  nice  dry 
summer  for  harvest.  Perhaps 
most  important  we  are  blessed 
with  plentiful  rainfall  and  an  ex¬ 
cellent  well  drained  and  fertile 
silty  loam  soil.  Naturally  the 
tilth  of  the  soil  is  influenced  by 
prior  preparation,  added  nutri-* 
ments  and  the  inherent 
makeup  of  the  soil  itself.  We 
like  a  friable  non-clay  soil  for 
good  drainage.  Remember, 
Bearded  Iris  are  planted  just 
below  the  soil  surface  ...  yet 
they  must  absolutely  have  a 
well  drained  terrain.  They  do 
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PHOTO  #1 — Planting 


PHOTO  #2 — Hoeing 

not  like  “wet  feet”.  Note  also  that  Iris  want  a  soil  that  is  just  slightly  toward  the 
sweet  side  from  what  we  find  naturally  in  the  Willamette  valley.  We  use 
crushed  lime  rock  as  a  soil  additive  every  third  year  to  give  our  naturally  acidic 
soil  the  proper  PH  for  iris,  i.e.,  6.8. 

The  impact  of  heavy  machinery  is  always  a  factor  to  be  considered  where 
fragile  growth  is  concerned.  Over  the  years  Schreiners  have  been  innovative 
in  developing  our  own  specialized  nursery  equipment  for  various  phases  of 
Iris  production.  For  example,  our  Iris  are  machine  planted  (see  photo  #  1)  in 
nursery  rows  that  are  spaced  42"  center  to  center  with  plants  spaced  12" 
apart  in  these  rows.  We  know  Iris  are  heavy  feeders  sending  out  shallow  roots 
near  the  surface.  This  spacing  is  crucial  to  give  the  Iris  plenty  of  room  and 
freedom  from  their  competing  neighbors.  We  soon  learned  that  if  Iris  were 
given  plenty  of  room  they  would  increase  well. 

Like  all  large  scale  farming  operations  we  also  quickly  learned  that  the  land 
yielded  more  productive  crops  with  a  program  of  planned  field  rotation. 
Potatoes  are  a  tuber  and  they  profit  from  a  programed  system  of  field  rotation. 
Our  friend  the  Iris  could  be  considered  an  elongated  tuber,  so  we  similarly 
followed  this  basic  farming  principle.  After  testing  various  materials  and 
sequences  over  the  years  we  have  settled  on  growing  a  crop  of  Iris  on  a  given 
piece  of  ground  once  every  three  years.  We  then  follow  it  the  next  two  years 
with  a  non-Iris  crop.  We  live  in  an  area  where  there  are  an  extensive  number  of 
food  crops  being  grown.  So  we  are  fortunate  to  have  for  example  the  option  of 
using  a  crop  of  green  beans  and  then  the  next  year  a  crop  of  wheat  as 
alternate  field  crops.  All  leaves,  stems  and  straw  are  worked  into  the  soil  to  get 
maximum  profit  from  this  humus.  This  helps  keep  the  soil  light,  fluffy  and 
adequately  aerated.  Such  soil  produces  lustier  plants  and  even  more  in¬ 
crease. 

Growing  these  plants  in  an  environment  of  rows — like  rows  of  corn — not 
only  prevents  overcrowding  but  also  makes  possible  the  use  of  different  types 
of  machinery  in  other  phases  of  the  operation.  An  ordinary  garden  tractor 
straddles  our  rows  just  perfectly  with  two  wheels  in  each  path.  Properly 
equipped,  this  tractor  can  do  cultivating,  fertilizing,  spraying  or  even  digging 
operations.  For  example,  we  cultivate  our  iris  extensively  both  for  weed 
control  and  soil  aeration.  We  set  the  cultivators  on  the  tractor  to  work  the  soil 
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right  up  next  to  the  plants  as 
they  are  growing.  This  reduces 
to  a  minimum  the  amount  of 
hand  hoeing  between  the 
plants.  Although  expensive,  a 
certain  amount  of  hand  hoeing 
is  necessary.  We  ordinarily 
have  to  hand  hoe  our  fields 
once  in  the  spring  (see  photo 
#2)  and  once  again  in  the 
summer  just  before  the  har¬ 
vest.  Without  the  cultivating 
tractors  and/or  herbicides  the 
weeds  would  simply  take  over. 
We  have  found  that  if  you  want 
to  grow  a  good  crop  you  need 
good  clean  field  practices. 

The  tractors  have  also 
proved  to  be  of  immeasurable 
PHOTO  #3 — Winter  Protection  help  with  our  fertility  program. 

We  have  our  soils  tested  every  year  at  the  Oregon  State  University  Soil  Testing 
Laboratory.  Depending  on  the  test  results  we  artificially  supplement  the  soils 
with  chemical  fertilizer  as  recommended.  In  the  fall  after  planting  we  add  both 
potash  and  phosphorus  as  a  side  dressing  along  the  rows  of  plants  with  a 
tractor  mounted  chemical  fertilizer  dispenser.  The  addition  of  nitrogen  at  this 
time  is  rarely  necessary  due  to  the  program  of  adding  humus  and  incorporat¬ 
ing  prior  straw  crops.  It  is  only  in  the  spring  growing  season  that  we  add  a 
SMALL  side  dressing  of  nitrogen,  again  with  the  tractors.  In  general  we  try  to 
avoid  the  use  of  too  much  chemical  nitrogen  in  that  this  induces  soft  foliage 
growth  which  is  lush  and  an  invitation  to  bacterial  soft  rot,  i.e.,  Erwinia 
carotovora.  Again  without  the  machines  this  fertilizer  side  dressing  would  be 
prohibitively  expensive  on  large  scale  acreage. 

When  planting  is  completed  in  the  fall  we  again  use  tractors  equipped  with 
special  “ridging  disks”  to  throw  a  light  ridge  of  soil  approximately  4  inches 
high  to  accomplish  an  inverted  “V  ridge”  over  our  plants  for  winter  protection. 
Our  rows  now  look  to  the  world  as  if  a  roof  of  soil  were  placed  over  the  plants 
(see  photo  #3J.  Earth  placed  in  this  manner  sheds  water  and  also  cushions 
the  effects  of  exposure  to  unusually  brutal  winter  weather.  This  is  a  technique 
we  learned  during  our  years  in  Minnesota  where  there  is  the  problem  of  plants 
“heaving”  out  of  the  soil  over  winter.  With  this  ridge  method  (or  any  good 
mulching)  the  plants  stay  put.  Because  soil  temperatures  are  so  cool  this  time 
of  year  rot  does  not  occur  in  a  healthy  plant.  We  highly  recommend  that 
customers  in  the  central  part  of  the  USA  use  similar  mulching  techniques  for 
winter  protection  of  Iris. 
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Herbicides 


Our  last  field  operation  for  the  year  is  an  application  of  herbicide  to  these 
ridged  rows.  In  November  we  spray  with  the  pre-emergent  herbicide  Princep. 
This  pre-emergent  weed  spray  keeps  small  grasses  and  other  weeds  from 
sprouting  during  a  mild  winter.  Now  we  are  ready  to  begin  a  full  discussion  of 
our  experience  with  herbicides  on  Iris.  All  materials  used  were  ones  that  we 
have  found  successful  in  trial  plots  and  have  been  given  information  that  they 
were  not  harmful  to  the  environment.  We  prefer  to  use  biodegradable  material 
wherever  possible.  We  always  examine  the  recommended  dosage  given  on 
the  label  by  the  manufacturer.  We  start  out  by  using  one  half  of  the  recom¬ 
mended  dosage  and  slowly  increase  dosage  until  we  get  control.  Never 
exceed  the  recommended  dosages.  Listed  below  are  a  number  of  the  her¬ 
bicides  that  we  have  tested  and  used  on  our  Iris  for  weed  control. 


HERBICIDE  TYPE 

Princep  80W  pre-emergent 

(also  called  Simazine) 

Devrinol  pre-emergent 

Surflan  pre-emergent 


SOURCE 
Ciba-Geigy  Corp. 
Greensboro,  NC  27419 
Stauffer  Chemical 
Westport,  CT  06880 
Elanco  Products 
Div  of  Eli  Lily  &  Co 
Indianapolis,  IN  46285 


Application  of  these  herbicides  is  done  by  spraying.  Spraying  can  be 
either  manually,  by  air,  e.g.,  helicopter  or  crop  duster,  or  by  special  spray  type 
tractors.  We  have  opted  for  the  latter  option  and  have  had  constructed  a 
special  spray  rig  that  covers  6-7  rows  on  each  side  in  a  single  pass  with  a  fine 
mist  spray  ( see  photo  #  4).  The  mixing  of  chemicals  and  spraying  is  always 
done  with  extreme  care.  Rubber  gloves,  trousers,  and  jackets  as  well  as 
respirators  and  goggles  are  worn.  All  applicators  have  to  follow  a  special 
course  in  herbicide/pesticide  safety  sponsored  by  our  local  Agricultural 
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Extension  Service.  The  application  of  the  various  sprays  are  used  with  no 
spray  being  repeated  on  a  given  piece  of  land  more  than  once_  during  the 
same  calender  year.  Our  normal  cycle  of  spraying  is:  Princep  in  the  fall 
following  ridging;  Devrinol  in  the  Spring  after  de-ridging  and  first  Spring 
hoeing;  and  Surflan  in  the  Summer.  There  are  enough  materials  available  to 
allow  this  type  of  variety. 

A  few  words  of  caution  are  in  order  here.  One  should  note  that  when  using 
these  pre-emergent  herbicides,  they  MUST  be  followed  by  a  good  inch  or 
more  of  water  within  three  days  of  application  for  them  to  be  effective.  The 
idea  is  to  water  the  herbicide  into  the  top  1  and  V2  inch  of  soil.  This  then  makes 
a  “sea!”  which  does  not  allow  weed  seed  germination.  If  mother  nature  does 
not  cooperate  with  a  good  rain  we  must  use  artificial  irrigation  to  supply  this 
necessary  moisture.  Also  the  pre-emergent  herbicides  ONLY  prevent  weed 
seeds  from  germinating.  They  do  NOT  kill  pre-existing  weeds.  If  there  are, 
prior  to  application,  any  perennial  grasses  or  noxious  weeds  already  growing 
this  spray  program  will  NOT  affect  them.  In  other  words  all  existing  weeds 
must  be  manually  removed  before  spraying  for  effective  weed  control.  When 
using  herbicides  know  what  product  you  are  using,  why  you  are  using  it,  what 
the  results  will  be  and  most  important  of  all  FOLLOW  DIRECTIONS. 


Fungicides  and  Pesticides 


A  second  area  in  which  we  have  implemented  a  spray  program  is  to  control 
fungal  diseases  and  insect  pests.  The  fungal  spray  program  begins  after  de- 
ridging  in  the  Spring  anticipating  the  possibility  of  an  occurrence  of 
hetersporium  leaf  spot,  i.e. ,  Didymellina  macrospora.  Latent  spores  seem  to 
be  inert  in  the  soil,  the  plantings  and  even  the  air.  They  seem  to  winter  over  and 
with  ideal  weather  conditions  can  raise  havoc  unless  controlled.  Our  practice 
depends  on  the  weather  conditions.  We  have  learned  to  recognize  the  moist 
humid  conditions  under  which  these  spores  thrive.  Normally  we  do  three 
sprays  spaced  at  logical  intervals  during  the  Spring  before  the  tail  bearded 
Iris  bloom.  More  sprays  may  be  necessary  in  any  given  year  if  conditions 
dictate.  Always  alternate  different  chemicals  for  each  different  spray  for  the 
most  effective  control.  In  this  way  the  fungi  will  not  build  up  natural  resistance 
to  a  particular  chemical  fungicide.  Again  there  are  plenty  of  materials  avail¬ 
able.  The  following  are  some  of  the  fungicides  that  we  have  found  to  be  most 
effective  in  our  spray  program. 

FUNGICIDE  SOURCE 

Benlate  EJ  Dupont  de  Nemours 


Wilmington,  DE 


Kocide 


Kocide  Chemical  Co 
Houston,  TX  77045 


Bravo 


SDS  Biotech  Corp. 


Dithane  Z-78 
(also  called  Zineb  75) 


Agric  Chem  Business 
Painesville,  OH  44077 
FMC  Corporation 


Middleport,  NY  14105 
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In  addition  to  fungal  pests  we  have  to  keep  constant  vigilance  for  insect 
pests  such  as  aphids:  Happily  we  are  not  plagued  by  the  Iris  borer  on  the 
West  Coast  so  do  not  have  to  deal  with  this  nemesis.  The  same  systemic 
pesticides  that  we  use  to  control  aphids  should  be  equally  effective  against 
the  Iris  borer  if  applied  at  the  correct  time.  As  with  the  fungicides,  our 
pesticide  spray  program  is  applied  in  the  spring-summer  cycle.  In  fact  we 
have  found  that  we  can  even  combine  compatible  pesticides  and  fungicides 
in  the  same  spray  application  to  achieve  effective  control.  For  aphid  control 
we  use  the  pesticide  cygon.  The  advent  of  warmer  weather  in  the  spring 
signals  the  time  to  act  to  prevent  these  insects.  Pesticide  sprays  are  applied 
at  six  week  intervals  through  July.  Below  is  the  address  of  the  source  for  the 
pesticide  we  have  tested  on  Iris. 


PESTICIDE 
Diemthoate  267 

(also  called  Cygon) 

Metasystox 


SOURCE 

Platte  Chemical  Co. 

150  So.  Main  St. 
Fremont,  NE  68025 
Mobay  Chemical  Co. 
Box  4913 

Kansas  City,  MO  64620 


As  with  herbicides  utmost  caution  should  be  used  in  mixing  and  applying 
the  fungicide/pesticide  sprays.  Constant  vigilance  with  these  materials  and 
promptness  in  application  pay  large  dividends.  Again  good  garden  clean¬ 
liness  means  a  good  field  crop. 


Conclusion 

The  present  discussion  represents  a  brief  perusal  of  some  of  the  most 
commonly  asked  questions  on  our  field  culture  techniques  for  bearded  Iris. 
They  reflect  experience  gleaned  from  three  generations  of  Iris  growing  by  the 
Schreiner  family  on  a  commercial  basis.  Our  history  with  iris  starts  with  the 
growing  of  Iris  in  Minnesota  ...  a  state  which  tests  the  hardiness  of  plants.  It 
then  covers  the  transfer  of  operations  to  Oregon  and  the  present  expansion  of 
rhizome  production  in  the  Willamette  valley.  These  techniques  merely  reflect 
our  personal  attempts  to  adapt  the  basic  principles  of  Iris  culture  to  our 
mechanized  agricultural  needs.  The  same  techniques  are  not  necessarily 
preferable  (or  even  adaptable)  to  the  needs  of  the  home  gardener.  What  the 
home  gardener  should  know  and  put  into  use  are  underlying  principles 
behind  our  techniques.  Such  basics  as  soil  fertility,  adequate  spacing,  good 
drainage,  winter  protection  and  a  planned  program  for  weed,  disease  and 
pest  control  are  musts  for  every  gardener.  These  are  the  nuts  and  bolts  of 
successful  Iris  growing.  If  you  have  questions  consult  your  local  County 
Extension  Agent.  He  knows  about  the  specifics  of  growing  things  in  your 
particular  geographic  area.  Happy  gardening! 
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Live  Mulch  for  Irises 

Lynda  S.  Miller,  Indiana 

A  live  mulch  has  proven  to  be  a  quick  solution  to  a  normally  messy  job.  In 
northern  Indiana  where  we  have  winter  temperatures  that  can  range  from  50 
degrees  F.  to  -20  degrees  R,  we  must  protect  our  iris  from  frequent  freezing 
and  thawing.  A  growth  of  oats  in  the  fall  makes  an  ideal  cover.  We  have  been 
using  this  method  for  several  years  now  along  with  Earl  Hall  of  Ohio  and  the 
Norricks  and  Hobbs  of  central  Indiana. 

Keep  in  mind  this  may  not  be  ideal  for  your  own  garden.  The  key  to  success 
is  timing  the  fall  growth  of  the  oats  and  having  winters  cold  enough  to  kill  the 
oats.  Oats  can  withstand  temperatures  down  to  25  degrees  F.  without  any 
damage;  if  you  live  in  an  area  that  does  not  have  winter  temperatures  below  20 
degrees  F.,  this  method  would  not  be  of  use  to  you.  Never  use  wheat  or  rye 
seed  because  they  are  winter  hardy  and  will  continue  growing  the  next 
spring.  With  oats  when  the  temperature  drops  below  20  degrees  F.,  the  oats 
turn  brown  and  they  begin  to  break  over.  The  first  snow  fall  will  flatten  the  oats 
to  the  ground.  Also  if  you  are  a  heavy  user  of  herbicides,  the  oats  may  not 
germinate  well;  you  may  want  to  try  them  on  a  small  area  before  trying  them  on 
the  full  garden. 

Over  several  years,  my  husband  Roger  has  developed  a  set  method  for 
applying  the  oats.  (This  is  one  area  of  our  garden  that  Roger  fully  controls,  my 
“big”  contribution  is  going  to  the  local  grain  elevator  and  buying  the  oats.) 
September  15  is  Roger’s  goal  date  for  sowing  the  oats.  This  date  allows  for 
approximately  six  weeks  or  more  of  growth  which  means  the  oats  will  reach 
the  height  of  1 2-1 5  inches.  For  the  best  cover,  the  oats  need  at  least  six  weeks 
of  growth  so  adjust  sowing  date  in  your  area  accordingly.  Six  weeks  allows  the 
oats  ample  time  for  germination,  if  the  oats  are  sown  very  late,  some  of  the 

seeds  might  not  germinate  be¬ 
fore  winter  causing  them  to 
carry  over  and  sprout  in  the 
spring  like  any  other  weed 
seed. 

When  you  have  over  two 
acres  to  cover,  Roger  can  sow 
oats  in  a  fraction  of  the  time 
you  can  put  straw  on — plus  the 
weather  is  nicer.  He  uses  a 
hand  crank  seeder  (in  small 
areas  the  oats  can  be  scat¬ 
tered  by  hand.)  Walking  fast 
while  cranking  the  seeder,  the 
oats  are  scattered  over  a  broad 
area.  The  coverage  you  want  is 
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Oat  Mulch 


a  seed  every  2-3  inches.  Then  to  prevent  the  birds  from  eating  the  seeds, 
Roger  tills  very  shallowly  up  and  down  the  rows  of  iris  as  fast  as  the  tiller  will  go. 
In  display  beds  a  rake  could  be  used  to  scratch  the  seeds  into  the  soil.  Now 
with  a  little  rain  or  manual  water  sprinkling,  within  a  week  the  oats  will  start  to 
sprout  and  six  weeks  later  you  will  have  a  sea  of  green  with  only  the  tips  of  the 
Iris  foliage  and  some  labels  protruding. 

By  the  time  spring  rolls  around  the  oats  are  dead  and  drying  up.  As  soon  as 
the  ground  is  dry  enough  to  till  in  the  spring,  Roger  runs  the  tiller  down  the 
rows  and  the  oats  are  all  gone  except  for  a  piece  here  and  there.  Sometimes 
when  the  cover  is  very  heavy  I  will  pull  the  dried  oats  off  the  iris  as  they  start  to 
grow  if  they  are  having  trouble  pushing  through  the  dried  oats.  But  none  of  the 
dead  oats  are  ever  removed  from  the  beds.  What  is  not  tilled  under  or  hoed  in 
will  disintegrate  by  bloom  time. 

Think  of  it.  A  mulch  that  goes  on  quickly  in  temperate  weather,  is  easy  to 
clean  up  in  spring,  does  not  have  to  be  packed  out  of  the  garden,  and  adds 
organic  material  to  the  soil. 

Linda  is  RVP  of  Region  6  and  she  and  husband  Roger  operate  Miller's  Manor  Gardens  in  Ossian, 
Indiana. 


AIS  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 


Annual  . . . . . $  9.50 

Sustaining  . , 

$20.00 

Triennial  ............. _ 23.75 

Research  . . 

9  0  9  0  0  0  9 

.  47.50 

Family  . . . .  1 1 .50 

Life  . . . 

190.00 

Family  Triennial  . . 28.50 

Family  Life  . 

237.50 

Youth  Member,  with  others  of  family  as  members  . 

. .  2.00 

Youth  Members,  with  not  others  of  family  as  members 

. .  3.25 

SECTION  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

single 

single 

family 

family 

annual 

triennial 

annual 

triennial 

Median  Iris  Society  ................. 

....  5.50 

15.00 

8.00 

22.50 

Society  for  Siberian  Irises  . 

....  2.50 

6.50 

3.00 

7.50 

Spuria  Iris  Society  . . . . . . . . 

....  3.00 

7.00 

3.50 

8.00 

Society  for  Japanese  Irises  . . . 

....  3.50 

9.00 

4.00 

10.50 

Reblooming  Iris  Society  ............. 

....  3.00 

7.50 

4.00 

10.00 

Society  for  Pacific  Coast 

Native  Iris  . . . . . 

....  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

Species  Iris  Group  of 

North  America  ................... 

....  3.50 

9.00 

4.50 

10.50 

Louisiana  Iris  Society  of  America  . . . . . 

....  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Dwarf  Iris  Society  .......... _ _ _ _ _ 

....  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Membership  in  AIS  sections  is  open  to  all  AIS  members.  Payment  may  be 
made  directly  to  the  Section,  or  may  be  made  payable  to  the  American  Iris 
Society  and  sent  to  AIS  Membership  Secretary,  Carol  Ramsey,  6518 
Beachy  Ave.,  Wichita,  KS  67206 
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FIESTA  PHOENIX  ’86 

Convention  chairperson  Bobbie  Shepard  and  her  committees  created  a 
convention  experience  one  will  not  soon  forget!  The  Pointe  Hotel  was  lovely 
and  magnificent  and  the  weather  was  perfect.  Only  those  who  have  worked 
putting  together  a  convention  can  truly  appreciate  how  well  this  one  was 
planned  and  executed.  More  than  a  few  conventioneers  commented  how 
nice  it  was  to  not  have  an  AIS  convention  interfere  with  their  own  bloom 
season!  In  the  garden  write-ups  that  follow,  we  hope  those  of  you  who  could 
not  attend  will  learn  a  bit  of  what  you  missed.  And,  it  is  also  our  way  to  say 
THANK  YOU  to  our  Phoenix  friends  for  a  job  well  done. 


The  Garden  at  the  Pointe  Hotel 


Iris  beds  at  Tapatio  Cliffs 


This  creation  was  “sculpted”  from  a  raw  mountain-side  and  its  crest  pro¬ 
vided  a  breathtaking  view!  A  stone  and  mortar  pathway  had  been  created  to 
facilitate  access,  only  to  have  hotel  construction  destroy  a  critical  section. 
Nonetheless,  the  irises  were  flourishing  and  bursting  with  bloom.  Here,  as  in 
all  gardens,  the  foilage  was  so  very  clean  and  the  bloomstalks  so  upright! 
Visitors  from  harsher  climates  enjoyed  the  escape  from  thunderstorms  (which 
usually  include  WIND). 

There  were  so  many  activities  at  the  hotel,  one  non-irisarian  was  overheard 
at  this  garden  saying,  “I  didn’t  know  orchids  grew  out  here  in  the  desert!”  His 
parting  words?  “This  hotel  is  really  first-rate.” 
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The  Bruner  Garden 

Chandler  and  Elaine  Fulton,  Massachusetts 

We  appreciate  the  joys  and  the  agonies  of  convention  gardens,  even 
though  this  is  the  first  convention  we  have  been  lucky  enough  to  attend.  It  was 
the  garden  planted  at  The  Case  Estates  for  the  Boston  Convention  that  got  us 
started.  In  1983  we  knew  nothing  about  modern  irises  or  irisarians,  but  we 
became  addicted  to  both  as  a  consequence  of  a  post-Convention  walk  of  this 
marvellous  planting  led  by  Marian  Schmuhl.  Now,  just  four  years  later,  we  are 
busy  preparing  our  young 
garden  to  be  one  of  the  tour 
gardens  for  the  marvellous 
Median  Muster  to  be  held  in 
Massachusetts  in  May  1989 
(don’t  forget  to  come!).  Thus 
on  the  one  hand  we  know  the 
beauty  and  value  of  these  gar¬ 
dens,  and  on  the  other  their 
blisters  and  vicissitudes. 

We  were  lucky  to  be  able  to 
go  to  the  Phoenix  Convention, 
only  possible  because  it  hap¬ 
pened  to  occur  during  spring 
break  at  the  university  where 
we  work.  It  was  our  first  con¬ 
vention,  and  our  first  visit  to  Mary  and  Michael  Bruner 

Sun  Country,  and  it  was  a  treat.  Of  the  irises  we  know  and  love  best  at  home — 
the  medians  and  the  Siberians — we’ll  say  only  that  they  were  not  at  their  best 
in  Phoenix. 

In  the  Phoenix  gardens  the  contrast  of  the  desert  with  its  cacti  to  the 
verdant  iris  plantings,  often  side  by  side,  was  really  striking.  The  attractive 
garden  of  Mary  and  Michael  Bruner  was  unusual  in  that  it  began  with  a  New 
England  scene,  a  pleasing  front  lawn  with  trees  and  welcome  shade  that 
made  us  yankees  feel  very  much  at  home.  There  was  not  a  cactus  in  sight, 
and  Mary  Bruner  told  us  that  although  she  is  a  native  Arizonian,  she  “wouldn’t 
have  a  cactus  in  the  garden.”  In  front  of  the  house  there  was  an  especially 
attractive  planting  of  perennials  under  a  shade  tree,  edged  using  sun- 
bleached  railroad  ties  mounted  vertically.  This  planting  was  traversed  by  a 
path  to  the  front  entrance  made  of  the  same  railroad  ties  laid  horizontally.  We 
admired  the  way  wood  was  used  here  and  elsewhere  in  the  garden.  In  this 
planting,  as  throughout  much  of  the  garden,  irises  were  intermingled  with 
other  plants,  all  very  well  but  densely  grown,  and  yielding  an  exceptional  and 
pleasing  diversity  of  color  and  form.  Among  the  perennials,  we  especially 
enjoyed  the  ranunculus,  foxgloves,  snapdragons,  baby’s  breath  and  pop¬ 
pies.  The  back  yard  was  fenced  and  bordered  by  a  planting  of  perennials, 
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predominantly  bearded  irises,  with  spurias  clustered  at  one  end.  Some  island 
beds  were  in  the  center.  The  plants  were  lush  green  throughout  the  garden, 
perfectly  groomed  and  radiating  health  and  vigor.  There  was  a  plastic  pool 
with  several  handsome,  unnamed  water  irises  blooming  enthusiastically. 
Behind  the  fence,  the  Bruners  somehow  also  manage  to  keep  chickens  and  a 
substantial  vegetable  garden.  We  were  impressed  with  the  Bruner’s  use  of 
space. 

We  will  use  our  opportunity  to  comment  on  a  few  of  the  TBs  that  we 
especially  remember  from  the  tour  gardens.  Schreiners’  very  ruffled  blue 
BREAKERS  was  especially  handsome  and  did  well  in  our  garden  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  too.  We  were  wooed  by  healthy,  floriferous  clumps  of  Osborne’s 
GLADYS  AUSTIN  in  several  gardens.  These  flowers  combine  yellow  stan¬ 
dards  and  light  violet  falls  edged  tan  in  an  attractive  effect.  Some  others  we 
considered  noteworthy  were  Hager’s  incredibly  ruffled  MOON’S  DELIGHT, 
the  unusual  red  of  Gendron’s  CHARMING  ROSE,  Niswonger’s  CHAMPAGNE 
ELEGANCE  with  champagne  falls  and  elegance  of  form,  and  Moores’  PINCH 
OF  SPICE,  a  fine  BB  plicata  of  yellow  ground  peppered  chocolate.  A  special 
favorite  of  ours  was  Carr’s  LOVER’S  DREAM,  not  yet  introduced.  This  “shrub” 
grew  exceptionally  well  in  several  gardens;  in  the  massive  two-year  clump  at 
The  Pointe  we  counted  50  open  flowers,  salmon  pink,  each  attractively  laced 
and  fragrant  (actually  we  did  not  check  to  see  whether  each  of  the  50  was 
fragrant).  Even  though  Mary  Bruner  was  co-chair  of  the  guest  iris  committee, 
she  did  not  put  this  outstanding  doer  in  her  garden,  so  the  rumor  written  in  the 
Fiesta  Phoenix  booklet  that  she  kept  the  best  for  herself  is  untrue. 

Spurias  were  a  “discovery”  for  us  and  became  our  favorite  irises  at  the 
Convention.  They  are  radiantly  happy  in  Phoenix  and  some  of  the  best  ones 
are  being  born  there.  At  the  top  of  the  list  is  SON  OF  SUN,  Wickenkamp’s 
floriferous,  vigorous  brilliant  yellow  introduction  that  won — with  our  votes 
too — the  President’s  Cup  and  in  our  opinion  was  the  outstanding  iris  in  the 
Convention  gardens.  We  hope  we  can  make  it  happy  in  Massachusetts. 
Wickenkamp’s  cream,  gold  and  violet  MYSTIC  MESA  was  special  too,  as  was 
his  yellow  and  brown  seedling  #SP-83-1 .  McCown’s  older  BARBARA’S  KISS 
and  DENA’S  DELIGHT  were  pleasing,  each  with  its  own  harmonious  mingling 
of  violet  and  yellow.  A  very  different  spuria  is  Hager’s  NOW  THIS,  a  pleasing 
plum  color  dusted  gold. 

To  us  the  high  point  of  the  Bruner’s  garden  was  a  magnificent  bed  of 
Louisiana  irises,  making  an  excellent  display.  BAYOU  SHADOWS  (Amy  78),  a 
pinkish  lavender  with  prominent  gold  signal,  was  especially  floriferous. 
Dunn’s  DELTA  DAWN  formed  a  pleasing  wide  lilac  triangle,  and  Rowlan’s  RED 
DAWN,  an  outstanding  red  bitone,  formed  a  triangular  cup.  The  overall  effect 
of  Chenoweth’s  seedling  #V-LR-2,  a  dusky  pink  bitone  with  a  yellow  signal 
outlined  deep  red,  was  subtle  and  attractive,  as  was  her  #YW-7  with  an 
appealing  flat  Japanese-iris  form  in  maroon  velvet.  An  exceptional  Louisiana 
at  the  Convention,  not  in  the  Bruner  garden,  was  Rowlan’s  ruffled,  terracotta 
SPANISH  SUNSET. 

The  Bruner’s  and  the  other  gardens  at  the  Phoenix  Convention  were  won- 
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derful,  and  so  were  many  other  events.  At  the  Awards  Banquet  we  were 
especially  thrilled  when  David  Schreiner  collected  an  A.M.  for  WEDDING 
CANDLES  and  when  Currier  McEwen  collected  the  first  Morgan-Wood  Medal 
for  BUTTER  AND  SUGAR.  These  were  two  of  the  irises  we  especially  noted 
during  the  walk  at  The  Case  Estates  that  began  our  enthusiasm.  They  remain 
two  of  our  favorites  so  it  was  a  special  joy  to  see  them  being  recognized. 

The  people  at  the  Convention  were  so  wonderful  that  we  carry  as  many 
delightful  memories  of  irisarians  as  of  irises.  We  are  now  also  addicted  to 
conventions  and  certainly  will  go  whenever  we  can. 

The  Errigo  Garden 

John  and  Evelyn  White,  Maine 

One  of  the  surprising  things  about  arid  Arizona  is  that  almost  any  iris  can  be 
grown  there,  if  proper  fertilization  and  irrigation  are  used.  The  garden  of  Faust 
and  Charlene  Errigo  certainly  attests  to  that. 

You  might  not  expect  much  from  Louisianas  in  Arizona,  but  a  few  years  ago 
the  Errigos  made  a  bog  bed.  16-18"  of  soil  was  removed  and  the  bed  was 

lined  with  plastic.  Mulch  was  mixed  into  the 
soil  that  was  returned  and  the  result  shows  in 
the  lovely  Louisianas  growing  there.  We  es¬ 
pecially  admired  3  of  Mary  Dunn’s:  DELTA 
DAWN  (’83),  a  smoky  mauve;  DELTA  DOVE 
(’85);  and  her  luscious  deep  lavender, 
SOUTHERN  LADY  (’84).  The  aptly  named 
RED  DAWN  (Rowlan  ’86)  and  BLUEBONNET 
SUE  (Chenoweth  ’87),  a  neat  sky  blue  with 
yellow  signals,  were  2  other  Louisianas  we 
especially  liked.  We  are  planning  to  move  the 
few  LAs  that  we  have  here  in  Maine  to  a  wet 
spot,  hoping  for  more  of  those  beautiful 
blooms. 

Charlene  Errigo  Errigo’s  home  is  on  a  nice  subdivision  lot — 

far  from  typical,  though!  Against  the  front  of  the  house  were  poppies  and 
handsome  Spurias,  notably  GOLDEN  CHOCOLATE  (Niswonger  ’75)  and 
BETTY  COOPER  (McCown  '81 ),  the  iris  which  received  the  most  votes  of  any 
Spuria  in  1986  for  Award  of  Merit.  A  cedar  shrub  pruned  in  an  interesting 
shape  added  to  the  scene. 

A  soft  pink  concrete  wall  with  climbing  ivy  and  a  welcome  sign  decorated 
with  hand-painted  irises  formed  an  entrance  to  the  back  yard.  Here  variety 
abounds!  Several  species  of  trees  lend  shade — orange,  fig,  nectarine  and 
pine.  Boxes  filled  with  petunias,  snapdragons  and  alyssum,  a  gorgeous 
deep  pink  rose  bush — and  even  a  salad  garden  were  part  of  the  scene.  A 
sturdy  clump  of  WELL  ENDOWED  shone  like  a  beacon  amid  older  irises. 

The  focal  point  is  a  refreshing  fountain  surrounded  by  a  delightful  flower 
bed  which  includes  some  favorite  TBs:  HAPPY  TRAILS,  VICTORIA  FALLS, 
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The  Errigo  Garden 

ENTOURAGE  and  BANDIT — along  with  other  plantings.  Most  of  the  Arizona 
gardeners  use  flowering  ground  cover  in  the  iris  beds.  The  color  is  a  nice 
complement  to  the  iris  and  the  combination  is  harmonious.  I  doubt  Mainers 
could  use  this  technique.  We  struggle  for  weed -free  beds,  but  soft  rot  and  leaf 
spot  seem  to  be  problems  of  little  concern  in  Arizona. 

Wild  cat’s  claw  vine  with  its  yellow  blossom  graces  the  pink  concrete  walls 
defining  the  back  yard.  Along  these  walls  is  a  happy  combination  of  plants. 
TBs  included  Paul  Black’s  BRASSY  BROAD  (’86),  a  real  traffic  stopper  every 
place  that  we  saw  it,  and  EVENING  VELVET  (Innerst  ’84),  every  thing  its  name 
suggests.  A  BB,  AUTHOR  UNKNOWN  (Allen  Harper  ’84),  is  a  stunning  deep 
purple  with  falls  of  black  velvet  edged  in  purple,  The  unique  BATIK  (Ens- 
minger  ’86)  and  HELLCAT  (Aitken  ’84)  were  2  other  intermediates  we  want  in 
our  border. 

The  Errigos  have  been  “into  Iris”  for  approximately  8  years,  though  they 
have  lived  in  Pheonix  for  1 9  years.  We  did  not  meet  Faust  but  were  told  that  he 
is  most  active  in  planting  and  maintenance,  but  shy  to  answer  all  the  probing 
questions  conventioneers  ask.  Charlene,  originally  from  Kansas,  works  in  a 
fabric  shop.  A  most  gracious  hostess,  she  was  also  in  charge  of  the  “Iris 
Boutique”  at  The  Pointe  (convention  headquarters).  Here  a  variety  of  iris- 
related  items  were  on  display  for  convention  goers  to  choose  from.  A  nice 
addition  to  the  festivities! 

There  are  three  grown  offspring,  only  the  youngest  of  whom  lives  at  home. 
We  felt  a  kinship  with  Charlene  when  she  told  us  that  her  oldest  was  born  in 
Maine — in  the  same  city  as  all  5  of  our  children! 

The  Errigo’s  garden  was  immaculate,  as  were  all  the  convention  gardens, 
and  it  reflected  the  careful  planning  and  affectionate  attention  it  has  had. 
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The  Johnsen  Garden 

John  and  Lucy  Burton,  Massachusetts 


The  Johnsen  garden  was  our  third  stop  on  the  first  day  of  the  tours  and  a 
gem.  It  is  a  compact  and  diverse  garden  enclosed  by  a  wall  and  hedges  as 
seems  to  be  a  common  practice  in  Phoenix. 

Greeting  the  visitors  was  a 
raised,  brick-bordered  bed  of 
irises  underplanted  with  mar¬ 
guerites.  The  center  of  atten¬ 
tion  was  Larry  Johnsen’s 
border  iris  NORTH  SEA  which 
had  attracted  visitors  at  the 
1983  Boston  convention.  It 
was  blooming  a  shade  lighter 
than  it  appears  in  New  En¬ 
gland  soil.  It  was  greeted  with 
joy  and  a  great  deal  of  scrib¬ 
bling  in  convention  books. 

One  overheard  comment:  “I 
had  forgotten  that  the  north 
sea  originated  in  the  southwest.”  Frankie  and  Larry  Johnsen 

The  upbeat  continued  as  we  walked  along  the  path  beside  the  garage  and 
saw  not  only  I.  cristata  alba  but  Currier  McEwen’s  Siberian  seedling 
#T2821 23-1 ,  a  tribute  both  to  the  tenacity  of  the  plants  and  the  Johnsen’s 
effective  gardening  techniques.  These  plants  bloom  about  a  month  apart  in 
Massachusetts,  so  it  was  startling  to  see  them  flowering  at  the  same  time. 

The  enclosed  rear  yard  was  laid  out  with  a  border  of  irises  with  companion 
plantings  featuring  the  marguerites  and  purple  stock.  Frankie  Johnsen  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  marguerites  were  originally  volunteers,  and  she  collects  them 
to  use  as  the  underplanting  seen  in  the  front  yard.  Once  the  iris  have  finished 
blooming  the  foilage  and  the  underplanting  could  still  be  an  interesting 
texture  in  front  of  the  wall — a  good  answer  to  the  claims  of  some  that  iris  aren’t 
useful  in  garden  design.  The  brick  curbs  were  used  throughout  the  garden 
enclosina  a  free  form  raised  cactus  bed  and  bordering  a  pink  geranium 

planting  circling  a  shammel  tree  from 
Mexico.  According  to  Frankie  the 
shammel  seed  pods  can  be  a  messy 
nuisance,  but  at  present  they  were  an 
effective  light  green  contrast  with  the 
darker  leaves. 

A  fascinating  surprise  were  the  two 
four-legged  lawnmowers — desert 
tortoises — both  decked  out  for  vis¬ 
ibility  with  purple  stock  attached  to 
In  Johnsen  Garden  their  shells  with  modeling  clay.  Larry 
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The  Johnsen  Garden 

could  guarantee  that  one  was  at  least  fourteen  years  old,  but  several  people 
still  tried  their  luck  at  counting  the  shell  plates  in  order  to  estimate  their  age. 

Turning  attention  from  fauna  to  flora — the  spuria  irises  at  this  garden  were  in 
excellent  condition  as  they  were  throughout  the  tours.  People  were  camped  in 
front  of  DESTINATION  (Hager  ’84)  discussing  color.  Opinions  ranged  from 
gold  to  orange-yellow.  It  actually  seems  to  be  a  blend,  but  the  overall  effect  is 
that  of  the  yellow-orange  in  the  Crayola  crayon  box.  It  was  a  good,  vigorous 
plant.  Dave  Niswonger’s  spuria  seedling,  #21-78  is  a  light  buttercup  yellow 
with  a  gold  signal.  It  is  scheduled  to  be  introduced.  Another  vigorous  growing 
spuria  was  MISSOURI  STREAMS  (Niswonger  ’83),  light  blue  with  a  gold 
signal.  The  Johnsens  grew  PREMIRE  (Barr  1899)  and  I.  Monnieri  nearby,  a 
showing  of  progress,  these  more  narrow  petaled  antiques  contrasting  with  the 
modern  plants. 

Tall  bearded  irises  included  KINGSLAND  ROYALE  (R&L  Miller  ’84)  purple 
with  a  blue-violet  blaze  and  blue  beards,  BOY  FRIEND  (Williamson  ‘86)  tan 
standards  and  golden  yellow  falls  with  a  tan  edge  and  gold  beards,  and 
CAFE  SOCIETY  (Ghio  ’85)  a  golden  tan  self.  The  aril-bred,  KUZA-NAME 
(Hager  ’83)  was  showing  off  with  its  plum  standards,  golden  tan  falls  and  gold 
beards.  An  aril  median  which  formed  a  very  good  clump  was  JEWEL  OF 
OMAR  (Boswell  ’86).  The  standards  are  blue,  darker  at  the  base;  and  the  falls 
are  olive  with  purple  shadings  around  a  violet  beard. 

Two  arilbred  seedlings  from  Luella  Danielson  were  an  interesting  contrast. 
They  were  tall  (about  40  inches),  #GL-J-80  had  white  standards  edged 
yellow,  white  falls  veined  lavender  and  gold  beards.  #GL-SJ-81  was  similar, 
but  the  colors  were  several  shades  lighter.  This  plant  had  bright  bronze 
beards.  Panic  set  in  when  a  comparison  of  notes  with  the  convention  booklet 
showed  #GL-J-80  not  listed.  However  these  same  seedlings  were  planted  in 
a  garden  viewed  the  next  day  with  the  same  numbering,  so  it  can  be  assumed 
that  the  numbers  are  accurate. 

As  it  was  time  to  leave,  we  hurried  past  the  cactii  planted  in  barrels  to  the 
refreshment  table  where  the  iced  tea  was  delicious. 
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The  Kary  Garden 


The  Kary  Garden 

Sterling  Innerst,  Pennsylvania 


What  a  pleasure  to  meet  and  talk  with  Ray  and  Ardi  Kary!  It  was  obvious 
upon  entering  the  garden  gate  that  someone  living  here  knew  how  to  grow 
irises.  Therefore,  I  was  not  surprised  to  find  that  Ardi  is  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Les  Peterson.  His  credentials  as  a  hybridizer  of  several  types  of  irises  is  on 
page  68  of  the  April,  1 987  AIS  BULLETIN  and  will  not  be  listed  here  except  to 
state  that  he  was  of  GALA 
MADRID  (A.  M.  winner)  fame 
.  .  .  among  others. 

In  talking  with  Ray  and  Ardi  I 
discovered  that  their  present 
garden  is  just  three  years  old. 

Three  years  ago  they  learned 
that  a  freeway  would  pass 
through  the  middle  of  their 
property.  It  was  imperative  that 
they  move  quickly  ...  to  6201 
East  Calle  Rose  in  Scottsdale. 

They  purchased  the  property, 
removed  the  citrus  orchard, 
hauled  in  tons  and  tons  of  ^aY  an<^  Ardi  Kary 

sand,  over  10,000  bricks  and  began  the  job  of  creating  an  iris  garden  that 
appeared  to  have  been  there  forever. 

The  Peterson  seedlings  and  stock  of  most  of  his  originations  have  been 
moved  to  Ardi  and  Ray’s  and  I  noticed  a  dozen  or  two  pods  marked  with 
hybridizing  tags  so  I’m  sure  we  will  be  hearing  from  this  garden  in  the  future. 
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The  Kary  Garden 

One  of  the  first  clumps  I  noticed  upon  entering  the  gate  was  one  of  their  own 
seedlings,  #AK  85-BG-1.  It  had  very  nice  form,  great  branching  and  nine 
buds.  The  standards  were  beige/yellow/grey,  the  falls  were  blue-grey  and  the 
beards  were  yellow  tipped  blue.  Somehow  this  description  does  not  sound 
like  the  seedling  I  saw  but  this  is  the  best  I  could  do  in  the  short  (and 
crowded!)  time  available.  Believe  me  it  was  “looking  good”! 

The  beautiful  clump  of  AUTOGRAPH  (Luihn  86)  certainly  had  to  have 
contributed  to  its  popularity.  It  is  similar  to  SONG  OF  NORWAY  with  darker 
beards  and  the  same  excellent  growth  habits.  A  nice  clump!  #8301 
(Roderick)  was  a  nice  ivory  pink.  VARGA  GIRL  (Monroe  86)  made  a  nice  ivory 
pink  clump  and  looked  good  in  several  gardens.  AZTEC  SUN  (Dyer  82)  was 
also  seen  growing  well  in  several  gardens  and  is  a  really  smooth  dark  gold  self 
with  matching  beards.  #0-68-1  (Byers)  had  yellow  standards  and  the  yellow 
falls  were  fancy-striped  blue.  NAVAHO  AUTUMN  (Peterson  86)  was  in  good 
bloom — tall  with  medium  tan  red  standards,  deeper  red  falls  trimmed  yellow. 
#0-41-1  (Gatty)  I  listed  as  “an  improved  PARADISE”,  perhaps  lighter  in  color, 
but  really  showing  off  with  many  ruffled  blooms.  #81-94  (Robinson)  was  a 
nice  peach-apricot  self  with  red  beards  that  caught  my  eye.  ON  THE  ROAD 
(Stahly  87)  looked  good  here  and  in  another  garden.  It  has  light  blue  stan¬ 
dards  and  pale  blue  falls  with  blue-violet  spots  at  the  end  of  the  yellow/blue 
beards.  Very  ruffled!  #ACDP-83-4  (Dopke)  was  a  good  wine  to  maroon 
Louisiana.  I  also  noted  PERSIAN  BERRY  and  GOOD  MORNING  AMERICA 
looking  quite  good. 

I’m  sure  there  were  other  good  irises  that  I  missed.  Just  too  little  time  to 
spend  in  such  a  lovely  garden.  Thank  you  Ray  and  Ardi ! ! 
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The  Miller  Garden 

Barbara  Schmieder,  Massachusetts 

When  I  consider  my  own  two  acre  lot  and  remember  how  hard  pressed  I  am 
to  find  room  for  new  irises  (well,  I  do  have  lots  of  trees!),  I  am  amazed  at  the 
number  of  plants  Gary  and  Carol  Miller  have  fitted  into  their  small  city  lot — with 
no  feeling  of  crowding.  I  was  sure  when  the  bus  stopped  at  this  garden  that 
there  wouldn’t  be  room  for  many  irises  and  that  I  would  have  an  easy  time 
writing  about  it.  Instead,  I  was  kept  so  busy  looking  at  the  great  variety  of 
interesting  things  and  talking  to  Carol  and  Gary  that  I  barely  had  time  to  see 
the  adjoining  Mosca  garden  before  the  bus  captain  blew  his  whistle. 

To  begin  with,  there  was  a  nice  curved  bed  near  the  front  of  the  house  with 
cacti  in  pots,  a  bird  bath,  chrysanthemums  and  other  plant  material.  From  the 
porch  ceiling  hung  many  plants. 

The  first  irises  to  be  seen  were  in  the  bed  by  the  front  porch  and  they  were 
all  medians.  (Carol’s  favorites  are  the  SDBs.)  Since  these  are  also  my  favor¬ 
ites,  it  was  rather  like  being  allowed  to  have  dessert  first.  There  were  several 
BBs  that  were  blooming  especially  well.  MARMALADE  SKIES  (Niswonger 
78),  CHILD  STAR  (Ghio  75),  HAPPY  SONG  (Hamblen  78),  and  WHOOP  ’EM 
UP  (Brady  74)  were  in  good  bloom.  (Gary  obviously  likes  this  last  one  as  he 
has  used  it  quite  successfully  in  his  hybridizing.) 

I  next  moved  to  Gary  Miller’s  seedling  patch  where  I  saw  several  nice  ones 
in  bloom.  There  was  a  deep  gold  seedling  with  reddish  hafts  from  WHOOP 
’EM  UP  X  ANGEL  TEARS  and  a  deep  beige  with  brown  beards  (#GM-2-84-3) 
from  HONEY  DOVE  X  BANG. 

The  Miller’s  son,  Tim,  is  also  interested  in  hybridizing.  He  made  his  first 
cross  in  1985  when  he  was  13  and  was  anticipating  his  first  BLACK  BART 
seedling  this  spring.  His  sister,  Corrine  (12  years  old)  likes  spurias  the  best. 
Both  Miller  children  are  youth 
members  so  were  in  school.  I 
did,  however,  meet  their  beau¬ 
tiful  Shetland  Sheepdog,  Lass. 

There  were  some  especially 
nice  irises  in  this  garden.  #G1- 
J-8Q  (Luella  Danielson)  was  an 
aril  with  pale  lavender  stan¬ 
dards  edged  gold  and  slightly 
darker  falls.  CRUSHED  VEL¬ 
VET  (Ghio  77)  is  still  an  eye- 
catcher  in  mulberry  with 
silvery  white  spots  surround¬ 
ing  its  beards.  NEW  WAVE 
(Hager  86)  had  its  last 
blossom  open  for  us  and  ex¬ 
hibited  quite  nice  form  in  the 


Gary,  Carol,  Tim  and  Corrine  Miller 
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MTB  class.  #1630-4  (Innerst)  was  a  flashy  tall  bearded  with  light  lavender 
standards,  medium  lavender  falls  with  white  beards  and  ruffling.  #8381 A  (H. 
Nichols)  had  blue-violet  standards  and  plum  falls  with  gold  beards.  BREAK¬ 
ERS  (Schreiners  86)  was  a  big,  ruffled  blue  with  super  branching.  COOL 
OASIS  (Hager  81)  was  an  arilbred  with  lavender  standards,  mauve  falls  and 
stunning  black  signals.  Others  I  noted  included  CHERRY  SUNDAE  (Gaulter 
80),  CHIEF  REDSKIN  (Hamner  84)  and  LAHASKA  (Carr  84). 

It  was  nice  to  see  peak  bloom  at  a  national  convention.  When  I  left  Massa¬ 
chusetts  there  was  snow  and  sleet.  I  returned  home  to  no  bloomstalks  and  1 0" 
of  snow  the  following  week.  I  felt  as  if  Phoenix  was  just  a  dream — a  very  nice 
one!! 


The  Mosca  Garden 

Shirley  L.  Pope,  Maine 

Being  from  Maine,  (The  Pine 
Tree  State),  imagine  my  sur¬ 
prise,  when  getting  off  the  bus 
in  front  of  Ken  and  Donna 
Mosca’s  house,  to  see  two  big 
pine  trees  with  lawn  chairs  invi¬ 
tingly  arranged  for  the  hot, 
sticky  visitor.  My  knowledge  of 
landscaping  material  used  in 
Arizona  was  sadly  lacking.  I 
had  visions  of  cactii,  tum¬ 
bleweed  and  parched  vegeta¬ 
tion  cooking  under  a  relentless 
sun.  The  pines,  a  Mondale  and 
an  Allepo,  were  purchased  in 
gallon  pots  and  planted  with 
Ken,  Donna,  Jeffrey  and  Jennifer  Mosca  eventual  shade  in  mind. 

Ken  and  Donna,  natives  of  Ohio  and  childhood  sweethearts,  became 
interested  in  gardening  about  7  years  ago.  A  great  deal  of  thought  and 
planning  were  evident  in  their  garden.  A  cyclone  fence  around  their  yard  was 
masked  by  fragrant  Pink  Jasmine  and  a  vine  called  Cat  Claw  that  is  delicate 
looking  and  stays  green. 

Donna  and  daughter  Jennifer  were  waiting  in  the  front  yard  to  greet  us. 
Jennifer  was  offering  handshakes  to  everyone  nearby  without  prompting.  Too 
bad  we  missed  Jeffrey,  who  was  at  school.  I’m  sure  he  would  have  been  busy 
greeting  visitors  with  equal  graciousness. 

Ken  and  a  friendly  black  cat  with  white  paws  and  bib  were  greeting 
irisarians  in  the  back  yard  where  well  kept  rows  of  irises  were  raised  slightly 
above  the  paths.  This  was  a  little  different  from  some  other  gardens  that  had  a 
ground  cover  shading  the  iris  rhizomes.  The  first  iris  I  saw  was  a  beautiful  stalk 
of  BLUE  STACATTO  (Gibson  77),  a  blue  rimmed  white  TB.  WELL  ENDOWED 
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“Shared”  property  lines  of  the  Miller  and  Mosca  gardens. 

(Ghio  79),  a  striking  golden  yellow  TB,  made  a  bright  spot  in  the  garden. 
CIRCUS  STRIPES  (Plough  76)  was  also  putting  on  a  show.  This  iris,  with  it’s 
blue  and  white  streaking,  always  draws  visitors  in  my  own  gardens.  LAREDO 
(Keppel  ’84)  was  a  most  appealing  brown  and  gold  plicata  and  Hooker 
Nichol’s  Seedling  #8384C  seemed  to  have  gold  dusting  glistening  in  the 
sunlight.  Terry  Aiken’s  tan  and  maroon  seedling  #80-69B  was  different 
enough  to  call  attention  to  itself.  I  also  liked  MOONLIT  (Byers  ’86),  a  tall,  well- 
branched  TB  with  lacy  yellow  standards  and  white  falls  rimmed  yellow. 

Two  dwarf  peach  trees  (Bonanza)  were  surrounded  by  irises.  Ken  ex¬ 
plained  they  were  especially  bred  for  yield,  adding  they  usually  harvest  1 V2 


The  Mosca  Garden 
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The  Mosca  Garden 


bushels  of  peaches  from  each  tree.  Ken  also  told  me  that  the  gorgeous  blue 
shrub  along  the  fence  was  Plumbago,  a  native  of  California,  not  requiring 
much  water  and  in  bloom  all  summer. 

The  Moscas  had  planted  some  median  irises  in  wooden  tubs.  The  irises 
were  past  bloom,  but  this  idea  caught  my  eye.  Not  only  does  it  raise  the  plants 
for  easier  viewing,  but  it  makes  it  possible  to  display  these  smaller  irises  in 
places  where  tree  roots  would  otherwise  hamper  their  growth.  My  neighbor’s 
maple  tree,  adjacent  to  one  of  my  gardens,  immediately  came  to  mind. 

Sincere  thanks  to  Ken,  Donna  and  Jennifer  (with  good  wishes  to  Jeffery)  for 
allowing  us  to  enjoy  the  beauty  of  your  home  and  garden.  You  have  good 
reason  to  be  proud  of  what  you  have  accomplished  in  a  relatively  few  years. 
May  you  continue  to  enjoy  this  wonderful  hobby  of  iris  cultivating  and  the 
sharing  of  its  many  pleasures. 

I,  for  one,  am  deeply  grateful  to  everyone  who  worked  so  hard  to  make  us 
glad  this  year’s  convention  was  in  the  beautiful  land  of  Arizona. 

The  Parrish  Garden 

Ethel  Baukus,  Wisconsin 

When  I  read  the  previews  of  the  gardens  we  were  to  visit  in  the  January 
Bulletin,  I  was  intrigued  by  the  write  up  of  this  garden  in  particular.  I  could  not 
visualize  iris  growing  with  cacti  and  as  we  drove  through  the  various  areas  of 
Phoenix  my  curiosity  kept  growing.  What  will  the  mixture  of  cacti,  roses  and 
iris  be  like? 

As  we  drove  through  Phoenix  to  the  various  gardens  on  Thursday’s  tour,  I 
noticed  many  front  yards  had  fine  stones  as  their  lawn.  Some  were  colored 
different  shades  of  green,  some  shades  of  brown  and  most  had  varieties  of 
cacti  in  their  landscaping.  Very  easy  upkeep. 

As  we  pulled  up  to  the  next  stop  we  were  delighted  to  see  a  pinata  in  the 
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shape  of  a  dog.  As  we  got  off  the  bus  our 
garden  host,  Corrine 'Parrish,  welcomed  us 
one  and  all.  She  lives  here  with  her  two  cocker 
spaniels,  “Bonnie  and  Clyde.”  Bonnie  and 
Clyde  were  away  on  vacation  during  the  con¬ 
vention,  so  I  missed  meeting  them.  Her  moth¬ 
er,  Myrtle  Rolfson  lives  in  Sun  City  and  has 
been  a  big  help  to  Corrine.  She  is  “dog  sitting” 
during  the  garden  tours. 

The  trees  in  the  front  yard  were  the  orchid 
tree,  which  was  purchased  from  a  local  nur¬ 
sery  about  five  years  ago,  mimosa  and  Ari¬ 
zona  Sweet  Orange.  They  did  have  a  frost  last 
winter  that  caused  all  the  leaves  on  the  orchid 
tree  to  drop  and  after  flowering,  seed  pods  Corrine  Parrish 

and  new  leaves  will  reappear  She  noticed  new  leaves  starting  but  no  flower¬ 
ing  this  year.  It  was  a  little  early  for  the  mimosa  to  be  in  bloom. 

The  cacti  and  succulents  in  the  front  yard  were  African  Aloe,  a  small 
Saguaro,  common  ice  plants  in  the  tree  wells  with  the  iris,  several  barrel 
cactus,  ocotillo,  golden  spachianus  (relative  of  the  organ  pipe),  a  yucca,  an 
echinopsis  ancestrophora  cactus  (which  should  be  showing  white  lily  type 
flowers),  and  hedgehog  cactus.  Also  one  she  pointed  out  as  very  interest¬ 
ing — the  totem  pole  cactus.  It  is  a  native  of  Baja,  California  and  has  no  thorns 
and  looks  like  a  melted  candle.  She  planted  it  1 5  years  ago  when  she  moved 
to  the  house.  It  is  now  7  feet  tall  and  6  feet  across.  The  totem  pole  cactus  has 
several  alkaloids  in  its  skin  to  repel  hungry  rodents  and  animals. 

To  get  to  the  back  garden  we  walked  through  her  immaculate  garage. 


The  Parrish  Garden 
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Every  tool  had  a  place  and 
each  was  in  it’s  place.  Where 
the  hand  tools  usually  hung 
was  a  sign  saying,  “Welcome 
American  Iris  Society”. 

Corrine  says  her  garden  has 
been  a  community  project  with 
the  neighborhood  boys  assist¬ 
ing  every  Saturday  morning. 

They  have  a  lot  of  rock  in  the 
area  and  a  lot  of  the  planting 
had  to  be  done  using  pick 
axes.  Her  assistants  are  Mike 
Mead  (who  has  helped  her  for 
six  years),  Doug  and  Justin 
Kimball,  Jamie  Graziano  and  Rusty  La  Rose.  Mike’s  father,  Bob  Mead,  made 
the  cabinets  we  saw  in  the  garage.  She  is  very  proud  of  these.  They  are  nice 
enough  for  a  kitchen. 

Corrine’s  garden  consists  of  Iris,  roses  and  mums.  She  has  entered  all  in 
shows  and  competitions. 

The  trees  in  the  back  yard  include  a  navel  orange  (small),  Lisbon  lemon, 
Redblush  grapefruit,  Silk  Oak  and  a  Bottle  tree.  The  Bottle  Tree  is  a  member  of 
the  Poplar  family  and  is  a  native  of  Australia.  It  has  a  green  trunk  and  is 
shaped  like  a  bottle  with  the  base  being  wide  and  it  goes  up. 

A  colorful  sight  in  her  back  border  was  a  beautiful  collection  of  mini-roses. 
They  were  a  little  taller  than  they  grow  at  home  but  their  beauty  was  unsur¬ 
passed. 

Carol  Lankow’s  peach  pink/apricot,  ASK  ALMA  and  Hamner’s  WHITE 
RAIMENT  were  some  of  the  TBs  I  liked.  Fritz  Gatskill’s  spuria,  CANARY 
CAPRICE  caught  my  eye;  as  did  Dunn’s  KING  CREOLE;  Willott's  ALASKAN 
SKY,  LILAC  POINT  and  MISS  OHIO  also  looked  good. 

The  most  photographed  spot  in  this  garden  was  TOUCH  OF  LEMON  with 
the  deep  red  rose,  MR.  LINCOLN  fora  background.  This  was  really  a  beautiful 
combination. 

Corrine  is  a  transplant  from  Chicago.  She  has  been  in  Phoenix  1 7  years  and 
in  her  home  for  15  years.  The  ladies  who  served  the  tea,  coffee  and  cookies 
are  friends  of  Corrine’s  from  the  Chicago  Area  who  came  to  help  her:  Gen 
Gyura  and  Mary  Marich.  That’s  what  I  call  friendship!  They  will  be  with  her  at 
the  banquet  along  with  her  mother. 

As  to  the  roses,  she  has  added  the  country  in  which  it  was  introduced  as 
well  as  the  hybridizer  and  the  year  of  introduction.  The  oldest  rose  she  has  is 
the  “LADY  BANKS”  rose  that  was  introduced  in  England  in  1796.  The  oldest 
iris  she  has  is  the  spuria,  PREMIERE,  that  was  introduced  in  1899. 

After  seeing  this  garden  and  talking  to  Corrine  I  can  understand  how  cacti, 
iris  and  roses  can  grow  together.  The  hard  work  preparing  their  beds  just  has 
to  be  repaid  by  togetherness!  Corrine  was  kind  enough  to  ask  me  backto  visit 
her  and  the  garden.  I  would  surely  enjoy  a  return  visit. 
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The  Schumacher  Garden 


The  Schumacher  Garden 

Lavone  Ney,  Wisconsin 


We  were  nearing  an  area  of  Scottsdale 
where  many  of  the  homes  were  nestled  into 
the  rugged  cliffs.  The  bus  drew  alongside  a 
sweeping  hedge  of  oleander  that  my  eyes 
could  not  penetrate.  Could  this  be  the  repu¬ 
tedly  fabulous  five  acres  comprising  the  Sally 
Schumacher  home  and  garden?  Anticipation 
mounted  as  we  saw  the  welcoming  pinata  at 
the  entrance  gate.  It  was  a  yellow  and  white 
elephant  attached  to  a  tree  surrounded  by 
colorful  rose  and  red  petunias. 

Beyond,  conventioneers  were  eagerly  mak¬ 
ing  their  way  down  the  broad  red  patio  block 
paths,  passing  huge  well-groomed,  raised 
flower  beds  contained  by  railroad  ties.  One  Sally  Schumacher 
held  vibrant  snapdragons,  another  large  masses  of  pansies,  another  ranun¬ 
culus,  and  still  others  various  color  combinations  of  petunias.  All  these  were 
enhanced  by  expanses  of  lush  lawn,  with  one  side  of  this  area  flanked  by  a 
row  of  orange  and  grapefruit  trees. 

The  gazebo  where  I  hoped  to  meet  our  hostess  was  in  sight  just  down  the 
sloping  paths  but,  at  this  point,  the  paths  also  spanned  a  creek  bed.  Looking 
back  to  see  the  water’s  source,  the  most  charming  and  quite  masterful  aspect 
of  this  landscaping  became  apparent.  Twin  waterfalls  cascaded  down  the 
rocky  sides  of  the  creek  bed  from  beneath  the  deck  of  the  Schumacher  home. 
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The  water  splashed  down  in  a  pleasantly  cooling  manner  and  continued  for 
several  hundred  yards.  The  banks  were  planted  with  palms,  other  tropical 
trees  and  bushes,  and  specimen  clumps  of  perennial  grasses  were  scattered 
at  intervals.  Various  perennial  flowers  were  also  planted  on  both  sides  of  the 
stream.  Iris  pseudacorous  and  blooming  clumps  of  what  appeared  to  be 
DOROTHY  K.  WILLIAMSON  swayed  attractively  at  the  water’s  edge.  The 
whole  planting  had  a  softening  effect  on  the  rocky  sides  of  the  creek  bed.  This 
provided  quite  a  contrast  to  the  bleak  mountains  looming  on  the  horizon 
behind  the  house. 

Continuing  on  our  original  path,  we  came  to  the  gazebo.  There  Sally,  our 
lovely  and  gracious  hostess,  met  me  and  answered  my  many  questions  on 
the  way  to  the  iris  plantings.  Being  originally  from  the  Nashville  area  of 
Tennessee,  she  set  out  to  achieve  a  happy  marriage  between  remembered 
gardens  and  the  desert  attractions  of  Arizona.  Tons  of  rocks  and  dirt,  moved 
in  countless  truckloads  were  part  of  the  process  of  forming  these  gardens. 
The  creek  bed  seems  an  inspired  creation  of  the  use  of  what  was  at  hand. 
When  asked  if  the  gardens  were  a  family  project,  Sally  gave  much  credit  to  her 
three  longtime  Mexican  gardeners.  She  said  they  spent  many  hours,  six  days 
each  week,  keeping  the  grounds  in  a  state  of  near  perfection.  Twice  a  year 
their  efforts  are  supplemented  by  an  additional  crew  of  six  who  spend  a 
month  helping  change  over  the  annual  beds.  These,  later  in  the  summer,  will 
supplant  some  of  the  spring  flowers  and  bulbs  with  zinnias,  vincas  and 
marigolds. 

At  the  side  of  the  gazebo  we  paused  to  admire  the  whimsical  topiary 
figures,  a  road  runner  and  an  elephant.  As  the  ivy  had  not  yet  fully  clothed  the 
chicken  wire  creations,  it  was  interesting  to  see  the  construction  involved. 
Here  lovely  roses  also  bordered  the  walkway  and  extended  along  the  paths 
toward  the  greenhouses  and  the  vegetable  gardens.  One  last  distraction  as 
we  came  up  to  the  rows  of  lavishly  blooming  tall  bearded  iris  were  some  huge, 
unusual  looking  plants.  These  turned  out  to  be  artichoke  plants! 

The  guest  iris  which  were  planted  here  looked  in  top  condition.  In  fact, 
clean  lovely  foliage  and  unblemished  iris  seemed  to  be  the  norm  in  all  the 
gardens.  The  iris  seen  were  all  tall  beardeds.  Lineberger  #QHT  116  had 
good  alternate  branching  with  three  blooms  open  on  a  stalk.  The  flower  itself 
was  an  unusual  shade  of  old  gold  with  a  lavender  overlay.  FLUTED  PENNY 
(Peggy  Williams  ’86)  was  a  very  pleasing  golden  brown  with  good  form  and 
ruffling.  SWAN  DANCE  (J.  Weiler  ’85)  was  a  lovely  white  with  a  fat  creamy 
yellow  beard.  Its  branching  and  bud  count  were  good.  KELAT  SKIES  (G.- 
Slade  ’85)  was  an  attractive  plicata  done  in  medium  blue  and  white.  STELLAR 
LIGHTS  (T.  Aitken  ’85)  was  another  iris  with  very  good  placement.  This  deep 
blue  violet  was  also  very  floriforous.  My  favorite  in  this  garden  was  ON  THE 
ROAD  (Stahly  87).  It  is  an  arresting  iris,  as  the  light  blue  standards  and  falls 
highlight  a  large  spot  of  much  deeper  violet  blue  that  spreads  over  the  falls 
beneath  the  mustard  beards.  Form,  bud  count  about  ten,  placement  etc.  all 
excellent!  Growing  near  this  one  and  complimenting  it  was  an  older  introduc¬ 
tion  of  Dave  Niswongers’,  SUN  DAPPLED  (’84)  averaging  about  eight  buds 
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per  stalk.  It  is  a  profuse  blooming  bitone  with  cream  yellow  standards  and 
deep  yellow  falls.  This  one  makes  a  beautiful  clump.  These  last  two  iris  were 
also  paired  off  to  advantage  in  one  of  the  other  iris  gardens.  I  made  a  mental 
note  to  duplicate  it  in  my  own  garden.  Keith  Keppel  had  a  lovely  flared  and 
ruffled  medium  blue  with  an  orange  beard.  It  was  sdlg.  #80-45E  with  about 
eight  buds  per  stalk.  INNER  VISION  (Hager  ’85)  appeared  to  be  an  even 
better  SILVER  YEARS.  It  was  an  icy  blue-white,  sporting  a  white  beard  with 
just  a  touch  of  tangerine.  APRICOTA  (Greenwood  ’85)  made  a  lovely  clump 
but,  I  counted  only  five  or  six  buds  per  stalk.  I  am  partial  to  varieties  that  have 
eight  or  more  buds.  Since  my  garden  is  small,  I  want  to  enjoy  each  variety  as 
long  as  possible.  NIGHT  AFFAIR  (Luihn  ’83)  was  blooming  tall  and  proud 
here.  This  deep  purple  averaged  seven  to  eight  buds.  A  lovely  horned  pink 
(they  certainly  have  caught  up  in  form  and  ruffling)  was  outstanding  here.  It  is 
the  creation  of  Monty  Byers  and  was  listed  as  #C-87-10.  CHAMPAGNE 
ELEGANCE  (Niswonger  ’87)  is  a  delectable  iris  with  palest  lavender  pink 
standards  and  falls  appearing  almost  off-white  with  a  yellow  beard.  Last  to  be 
exclaimed  over  was  CINDERELLAS  COACH  (Hager  ’86).  This  sumptuous 
glistening  orange  (the  hybridizer  calls  it  pumpkin  colored)  has  an  even 
deeper  tangerine  beard  that  sets  off  the  lovely  flowers.  I  counted  eight  buds 
per  stalk. 

Before  the  whistle  blew  to  reboard  our  bus,  I  was  determined  to  explore  the 
cactus  plantings  and  to  see  the  rose  garden  with  its  complimentary  statuary. 
These  side  by  side  gardens  were  beckoning,  when  someone  said,  “You  must 
see  the  childrens’  areal”,  and,  having  seven  grandchildren,  I  trudged  in  that 
direction  instead,  toward  a  great  expanse  of  lush  lawn.  This  was  furnished 


The  Schumacher  Garden 
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with  a  large  trampoline.  Off  to  one  side  was  a  jungle  gym  area.  Everything 
imaginable  that  a  child  could  crawl  over,  under,  through  or  swing  from 
seemed  to  be  here;  also,  a  tower  to  climb  with  a  long  slide  to  get  back  down  to 
the  ground.  Then  at  the  back  of  this  area  adjacent  to  a  cottage,  was  a  child’s 
playhouse  with  a  little  porch  where  a  table  and  chairs  set  for  tea  invited  a 
pretend  party. 

Sally  Schumacher  informed  me  that  she  has  bed  and  breakfast  lodgings, 
with  her  guests  welcome  to  stroll  the  grounds  and  gardens,  use  the  large 
swimming  pool,  tennis  and  volley  ball  courts,  and  enjoy  all  the  other  advan¬ 
tages  of  her  spacious  acreage.  It  would  be  easy  to  envision  an  idyllic  vacation 
spent  here.  It  would  also  take  more  than  the  short  time  we  had  to  fully 
appreciate  this  beautifully  orchestrated  garden,  an  oasis  of  beauty  in  tune 
with  its  surroundings.  It  was  our  pleasure  that  it  was  shared  with  us. 


The  Shepard  Garden 

Mel  and  Lynn  Bausch,  Wisconsin 

Phoenix,  situated  in  the  heart  of  the  Sonoran  Desert,  is  home  for  the 
Shepard  family.  Don,  a  native  of  Pheonix,  works  full  time  in  the  commercial 
construction  business.  Bobbie,  a  transplant  from  Florida,  is  the  domestic 
engineer  keeping  home,  garden  and  computer  running  smoothly.  In  her 
spare  time,  Bobbie  directed  her  energies  toward  being  the  National  Chair¬ 
man  of  Fiesta  Phoenix  '87.  The  Shepards  are  parents  of  two  married  daugh¬ 
ters  and  grandparents  of  Christopher  and  Jessica  Rose. 

The  Shepards  boast  the  first  commercial  iris  garden  in  Arizona,  a  State 
which  some  iris  afficionados  say  is  too  hot  to  grow  the  flower.  Their  acre  plus 
was  ablaze  with  a  mass  of  color.  Varieties,  all  with  readable  name  tags,  were 
growing  in  large  blocks  slightly  lower  than  the  footpaths  to  allow  for  drip 
irrigation  since  the  annual  average  rainfall  is  seven  inches.  Being  Midwest 
gardeners  with  raised  beds  providing  for  good  drainage,  this  was  a  different 
method  of  gardening.  The 
plantings  showed  excellent  in¬ 
crease,  very  clean,  healthy 
foilage,  uniform  bloom  and  im¬ 
maculate  cleanliness.  This 
garden  obviously  gets  a  great 
deal  of  attention  and  tender 
loving  care  by  Don  &  Bobbie 
who  tend  the  plants. 

Palms  are  seen  throughout 
the  Phoenix  area  but  in  the 
Shepard’s  landscaping  they 
have  incorporated  a  variety  of 
pine  trees;  Stone,  Japanese 
Black,  Canary  Island  and  Al- 
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Don  and  Bobbie  Shepard 


The  Shepard  Garden 

eppo.  A  short  leaf  variety  of  eucalyptus,  which  was  started  from  seed,  was 
providing  a  nice  shady  spot  to  take  notes.  Pistachio,  pear  and  apple  trees 
could  be  observed  near  Don’s  seedling  beds. 

The  Guest  bearded  iris  were  near  peak  with  a  promise  of  forthcoming 
bloom  on  the  later  blooming  varieties.  The  horned  variety,  GLADYS  AUSTIN, 
(Osborne  ’85)  provided  an  eye-catching  clump.  The  sweet  fragrance  of  THAT 
SENSATION  (Weiler  ’85)  created  that  much  needed  pause  to  stop  and  smell 
the  iris.  OCTOBERFEST  (Maryott  ’86),  a  spectrum  orange  heavily  ruffled  self, 
created  its  own  excitement.  QUASAR  (Hamner  ’86),  a  full  Chinese  yellow  with 
a  yellow  orange  beard  held  its  color  in  the  bright  sunshine.  SNOWBROOK 
(Keppel  ’87),  white  with  blue  plicata  hafts  and  a  precise  border  is  named  very 
appropriately.  SULTRY  MISS  (E.  Kegerise,  ’86),  a  different  pink  with  its  stan¬ 
dards  of  pink  peach  and  lavender  pink  falls  banded  deeper  lavender  pink 
with  a  slight  musky  fragrance.  VERISMO  (Hager  ’87),  a  heavily  ruffled  dark 
brown  with  a  bronze  yellow  beard  expressed  an  improvement  in  the  brown 
color  range.  JEWEL  OF  OMAR  (Boswell  ’86),  an  Arilmed,  supplied  a  bit  of  the 
exotic  to  the  bed  of  Medians.  KUZA-NAME  (Hager  ’83),  bright  amethyst 
standards  and  bronze  falls  with  a  reddish  cast  under  the  bronze  beards,  was 
found  nestled  in  the  rock  garden. 

The  beardless  iris  were  blooming  at  the  same  time  as  the  tall  bearded. 
There  is  no  time  difference  in  the  bloom  time.  HIGHLINE  CORAL  (McCown 
’87),  a  lovely  ruffled  lavender  pink  spuria  caught  my  eye.  The  Louisianas  were 
beckoning  for  attention.  MERRY  WHIRL  (Amy  ’80),  a  rosy  lavender  self; 
CHARLIE’S  FELICIA  (Arny  ’71),  light  violet;  CHARLIE’S  GINNY  (Amy  ’72),  a 
rose  bitone;  CLARA  GOULA,  (Arny  ’78),  ruffled  white;  ILA  NUNN  (Arny  ’  69), 
yellow;  CREOLE  FLAME  (Wyatt  ’73),  dark  red;  CAJUN  CAPER  (MacMillan 
76),  pale  red  violet  blend;  GRACELAND  (Dunn  ’80),  dark  blue  and  BUTTER- 
MINT  LACE  (Goula  79),  very  ruffled  creamy  yellow.  Each  of  these  varieties 
produced  a  mass  of  color.  In  this  bed,  we  found  BOBBIE  LOU  (Shepard  ’87), 
rose  with  green  underside  and  a  bright  yellow  signal.  This  is  Don’s  first 
Louisiana  introduction.  We  liked  Don’s  LA  seedlings:  #82-K-1,  a  light  cher- 


31 


rywood  hue  with  a  gold  signal  and  his  #873,  a  red  violet  with  super  branch¬ 
ing.  Last  year’s  LA  seed  crosses  germinated  in  the  Fall  and  were  planted  in 
November  &  December.  As  we  viewed  them,  the  plants  were  over  a  foot  tall. 
The  Midwest’s  short  growing  season  made  us  a  bit  envious  of  what  could  be 
done  with  year  ’round  gardening. 

To  rest  our  eyes  from  the  mass  of  iris  color  we  checked  out  the  raised  rock 
garden  which  was  bordered  with  railroad  ties.  Two  red  tree  roses,  Chrysler 
Imperial  and  Olympia,  were  thriving  amongst  the  desert  plants.  Ocotillo,  a 
thorny  semi-succulent  shrub  with  its  cluster  of  scarlett  flowers  was  competing 
with  the  roses  for  attention.  In  the  shade  of  the  Ocotillo,  Aconium  Ar- 
borescens,  Swarzkof,  the  dark  variety  from  Africa,  rested  while  the  green 
variety  was  nestled  in  the  front  garden.  Mexican  Fence  Post,  String  of  Buttons, 
Bishop’s  Cap,  Old  Man  and  the  night  blooming  Cereus  were  planted  with 
daylilies  and  Fall  blooming  lilies.  An  Australian  yellow  strawflower  provided 
ground  cover.  The  bright  gold  poppies  added  more  color  to  this  area.  Some  of 
the  varieties  of  cacti  were  ready  to  burst  into  bloom.  A  magnolia  and  an 
acacia  bordered  one  side  of  this  change  in  pace  garden. 

Hybridizing  for  a  red  iris  is  Don’s  goal.  This  year’s  introduction,  SPLASH  OF 
BLUE  (’87),  was  runner-up  to  the  President’s  Cup.  It  is  rose  with  a  light  blue 
blaze  below  an  orange  beard.  His  BUTTER  &  SPICE  (’87),  a  Border  Bearded, 
has  standards  of  yellow  veined  brown  purple  &  falls  of  yellow  freckled  purple 
with  a  gold  beard.  LITTLE  WILLIE  (’85),  an  Intermediate,  has  bright  gold 
standards  with  red  falls  bordered  gold  with  a  gold  beard.  These  medians 
were  very  floriferous  with  their  multitude  of  stalks. 

Don  is  practicing  the  art  of  topiary  in  the  garden  adjacent  to  the  front 
entrance  of  their  home.  He  has  shaped  a  couple  of  evergreen  shrubs  to 
resemble  stair  steps  giving  this  area  a  unique  focal  point.  Poppies,  pansies, 
petunias,  dianthus  and  daisies  provided  color  to  the  lush  green  Sago  palm 
and  iris  foliage. 

It  was  a  pleasurable  experience  to  visit  this  unusual  commercial  garden  in 
the  Valley  of  the  Sun. 


The  Shepard  Garden 
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The  Solomon  Garden 

Ruth  Wilder,  South  Carolina 

When  we  arrived  at  4122  East  Winrose  Drive  in  Phoenix  we  were  warmly 
welcomed  by  Raymond  Solomon  and  just  a  minute  later  by  Winona. 

The  front  yard  of  this  suburban  home  was  nicely  landscaped  with  desert 
plants.  The  iris  beds  were  in  the  back  yard.  The  whole  setting  was  very 
pleasing. 

Iris  beds  were  placed  in  the  front  of  a  board  fence  and  bordered  a  central 
grassy  area. 

Mrs.  Solomon  told  me  that  they  had  moved  to  this  location  about  five  years 
ago  and  at  that  time  the  grass 
was  waist  high  in  the  back 
yard.  They  had  moved  from 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  In  these 
five  years  they  had  created  a 
beautiful  garden.  It  is  evident 
that  a  lot  of  thought  and  hard 
work  went  into  it. 

Before  I  tell  you  about  the  Iris 
beds  I  must  mention  the  rose 
bed  just  at  the  back  of  the 
house.  The  roses  were  bloom¬ 
ing  well.  In  a  corner  of  the  back 
yard  along  with  a  planting  of 
cacti  was  a  dry  rock  pool-like 
setting.  This  really  blended  in 
well  with  the  rest  of  the  garden. 

Spurias  were  well  grown  and 
I  wished  that  I  could  have 
stayed  a  few  days  longer  'and 
come  back  to  see  their  bloom. 

I  settled  for  a  nice  bloom  on  BARBARA’S  KISS,  a  good  grower  hybridized  by 
Eleanor  McCown. 

Several  tall  bearded  irises  that  I  particularly  liked  were  MARAUDER  (Ghio 
83);  PINCH  OF  SPICE  (Moores  83),  a  deep  yellow  with  brown  plicata  mark¬ 
ings;  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  (Carr  87),  yellow  standards  with  white  falls;  a 
blue  seedling  of  Sterling  Innerst  numbered  #1851-2;  SORCORESS  (Keppel 
82),  a  plicata;  Henry  Rowlan’s  ANGELS  SNOW;  BLAZING  SUNRISE  (Black 
85)  with  its  orangie  falls  and  buffy  standards.  I  also  liked  Saxton’s  AGENDA 
and  Shoop’s  seedling  #80-29-1 ,  a  nice  blue  with  lighter  blue  standards  and  a 
yellow  beard.  Others  that  I  added  to  my  want  list  were  BE  MINE  (Byers); 
CHARGER  (Stahly  85)  and  CHARMING  ROSE  by  Diane  Gendron. 

I  really  enjoyed  seeing  this  garden,  meeting  the  Solomons,  and  I  want  to 
thank  them  for  helping  to  make  such  a  nice  convention. 


Raymond  and  Winona  Solomon 
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The  Spiess  Garden 

Leda  Christlieb,  Kansas 


A  thumbnail  sketch  of  the 
gardeners:  Both  are  longtime 
employees  of  the  telephone 
company.  She  is  native  Arizo¬ 
nian  and  he  was  born  in  New 
Orleans,  with  a  special  love  for 
the  Louisiana  Irises.  As  they 
are  not  desert  plants,  Jerry 
dug  the  special  bed  eight 
inches  deep  and  they  receive 
irrigation  water  every  two 
weeks  in  summer  through 
gates  in  front  or  back  yards. 
These  are  opened  and  closed 
Jerry  and  Carole  Spiess  by  each  home  owner  at  their 

appointed  time  (which  may  be  2  a.m.!).  Their  specimen  magnolia  tree  had 
been  killed  by  a  heavy  frost,  being  replaced  by  a  still-small  Golden  Rain  tree 
brought  from  Louisiana. 

A  low  house  with  inviting  iris  beds  all  around  beckoned  us  to  come  closer. 
The  Louisiana  Iris  bed  was  of  special  interest  to  this  writer  as  she  has  been 
growing  some  of  them  for  a  few  years  but  had  not  seen  many  varieties  in 
bloom.  These  impressed  me:  ALABASTER  MOON,  a  big-flowered  white; 
RHETT,  which  was  flaunting  that  reddish  color — five  bloomstalks,  two  open 


The  Spiess  Garden 
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The  Spiess  Garden 


blooms,  good  wherever  seen;  F.A.C.  McCULLOUGH  had  big,  reddish,  tai¬ 
lored  blooms;  INEZ  CONGER  was  a  big  cream  with  a  yellow  signal;  ILA 
CRAWFORD,  tall  white  and  yellow;  BETTERMINT  LACE,  pale  violet  with  dark 
yellow  signal,  wide,  and  seven  bloomstalks;  ELLENE  ROCKWELL  was  clean, 
tailored  light  blue,  wide  and  nice,  three  bloomstalks;  C’EST  CHIC  was  a  wide 
blue-violet  with  tiny  gold  signals,  medium  height;  CAJUN  CAPERS  was  light 
brown,  floriferous,  but  fading. 

A  wishing  well  decorated  with  painted  iris  was  the  focal  point  of  this  corner 
lot  and  the  side  was  edged  with  large,  round  boulders.  A  bed  of  shoulder-high 
Spurias  grew  prolifically  in  full  sun  and  were  just  coming  into  bloom  with  a 
wealth  of  buds  promising  beauty  at  a  later  date.  SON  OF  SUN  (Wickencamp 
’83)  was  impressive  with  large,  beautifully  formed  flowers  of  bright,  rich  yellow. 
ADA  PERRY  was  a  nice  red-black  color. 

Tall  bearded  irises  that  I  liked:  ROTUNDA  (Byers  ’85)  had  lacy  standards  of 
gray  and  falls  of  medium  blue;  FLAG  OF  TRUCE  (Rowlan  ’87)  was  white  with 
nice  horns;  SPECULATOR  (Ghio  ’83)  had  beautiful  individual  flowers  of  gold, 
bubble  ruffled  and  could  use  more  buds  per  stalk;  BLACK  FLAG  (Stahly  ’84) 
had  three  bloomstalks  with  two  open  flowers  showing  intensity  of  color.  Very 
nice! 

Fellow  workers  of  the  Spiess’  arrived  to  picket  the  garden,  paying  them  the 
supreme  compliment  of  spoofing  their  love  for  irises  by  wearing  disposable 
paper  toilet  seat  covers  around  their  necks,  with  flaps  that  read  “Save  Water, 
Plant  Plastic!”;  “Irises  are  people,  too”;  and  “U.S.D.A.  Plant  Inspector.”  A  FUN 
garden! 
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The  Wickencamp  Garden 

Bernice  Miller,  Alabama 


This  is  a  garden  to  ramble  in  for  hours.  Down 
the  neatly  gravelled  paths  edged  with  rock  or 
tile  we  came  upon  exotic  cacti,  succulents, 
palms,  pomegranates,  citrus  trees  and 
spreading  masses  of  iris;  so  many  different 
kinds  and  varieties:  Spurias,  Louisianas,  Arils 
and  Tall  beardeds,  all  in  peak  bloom.  It  was 
amazing  how  many  could  bloom  at  the  same 
time,  spread  as  they  were  among  the  cacti,  the 
succulents  and  the  agaves  (all  neatly  la¬ 
beled). 

The  greatest  drawing  point  wasn’t  an  iris  at 
all,  but  a  cactus  wren  with  her  babies,  nesting 
Floyd  Wickencamp  in  a  huge  cereus  cactus.  Here  are  about  a 
hundred  varieties  of  unusual  cactus  imported  from  Mexico,  South  America 
and  Africa.  The  huge  cereus  bloom  in  many  colors  from  white  to  red  and  many 
are  fragrant  cactus  that  can  be  grown  only  in  a  greenhouse  in  most  of  our 
country.  The  cacti  included  the  Labrias  from  Brazil,  the  Echinops  from  South 
America  and  the  Herriam  (with  huge  white  flowers  nearly  a  foot  in  length). 
There  was  a  huge  golden  barrel  cactus  from  Mexico  with  golden  spines. 

And  there  were  iris — lots  of  them.  Every  time  you  turned  another  corner, 
spreading  vistas  of  them.  Louisianas  were  waving  their  petals  in  the  wind, 
spurias  stood  soldier  straight  and  tall,  exotic  arils  and  glamorous  TBs.  Some 
outstanding  to  me  were  Niswonger’s  spuria  AMBER  RIPPLES  and  Mary 
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The  Wickencamp  Garden 

Dunn’s  reddish  brown  Louisiana,  DELTA  FOX.  Two  TBs  especially  appealed  to 
me:  Sexton’s  pale  blue,  blue-bearded  GOOD  MORNING  AMERICA  and 
Luihn’s  near  white  with  a  blue  beard,  AUTOGRAPH.  The  arilbred  by 
Danielson,  APRICOT  BRANDY  looked  quite  nice  also. 

There  were  just  so  many  fascinating  things  to  see.  Too  soon,  it  was  time  to 
leave  and  I  hadn’t  seen  all  of  the  iris  and  other  unusual  plants.  I  left  with  the 
feeling  that  there  was  just  so  much  more  I  wanted  to  see  and  with  the  urge  to 
keep  wandering  down  still  more  fascinating  paths. 

I  asked  Floyd  Wickencamp  which  was  his  favorite  iris.  He  hesitated,  but 
finally  said,  “It’s  one  of  my  own,  SON  OF  SUN.”  And  it  was  lovely!  Many  must 
have  considered  it  their  favorite  because  it  won  the  President’s  cup  as  the 
most  outstanding  introduction  among  the  local  iris  breeders  in  our  host- 
region. 


ATTENTION  HYBRIDIZERS 

The  Sooner  State  Iris  Society  is  pleased 
to  announce  the  Eighth  Annual 

POLLEN  DAUBERS’  SEMINAR 

February  26-27,  1988 

GLENN  F.  CORLEW 

has  accepted  an  invitation  to  lead  sessions  on  hybridizing  for  both  estab¬ 
lished  and  budding  future  hybridizers.  The  sessions  will  focus  on  Tall 
Bearded  irises.  A  fee  of  $20.00  per  person  will  be  charged  for  the  February  27 
sessions  only  (9:00  A.M.  to  3:00  P.M.).  For  further  information  and  assistance 

wr*te‘  Dr.  William  E.  Jones 

2312  Butternut  Place 
Edmond,  OK  73013 
Phone:  1-405-478-3498 

or  come  at  7:30  PM.  on  the  26th  to: 

Will  Rogers  Garden  Center  3400  N.W.  36  St.,  Oklahoma  City 
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PRESIDENT’S  CUP 

A  total  of  337  ballots  were  returned  with  votes  for  28  varieties.  Tops  on  the  list 
were: 


Votes 

Variety 

Flybridizer/Year 

Type 

133 

SON  OF  SUN 

F.  Wickenkamp  ’83 

SPU 

67 

SPLASH  OF  BLUE 

D.  Shepard  '87 

TB 

31 

EXQUISITE  LADY 

A.  Owen  '87 

LA 

15 

CHIEF  REDSKIN 

B.  Hamner  ’84 

TB 

13 

CHARMING  ROSE 

D.  Gendron  ’83 

TB 

FRANKLIN  COOK  MEMORIAL  CUP 

A  total  of  349  ballots  were  returned  with  votes  for  81  varieties.  Tops  on  the  list 

were: 

Votes  Variety 

Hybridizer/Year 

Type 

44 

AUTOGRAPH 

W.  Luihn  ’86 

TB 

21 

BREAKERS 

Schreiners  '86 

TB 

15 

CAFE  SOCIETY 

J.  Ghio  ’85 

TB 

15 

HEARTLIGHT 

J.  Nelson  '87 

TB 

15 

MALAGUENA 

J.  Ghio  ’85 

TB 

Wickencamp  Sdlg.  #83-1 
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FAVORITE  GUEST  IRISES 

A  total  of  267  ballots  were  returned;  3,391  votes  were  tabulated.  Of  the  728 
varieties  eligible  as  named  official  guest  irises,  326  received  at  least  one  vote. 
This  listing  ranks  the  top  40  favorites. 

Votes  Variety_ Hybridizer/Year_ Type 


107 

SON  OF  SUN 

F.  Wickenkamp  ’83 

SPU 

104 

AUTOGRAPH 

W.  Luihn  ’86 

TB 

93 

BREAKERS 

Schreiners  ’86 

TB 

73 

MALAGUENA 

J.  Ghio  ’85 

TB 

68 

CAFE  SOCIETY 

J.  Ghio  ’85 

TB 

62 

SNOWBROOK 

K.  Keppel  ’87 

TB 

61 

PINCH  OF  SPICE 

W.  Moores  ’84 

BB 

56 

EXQUISITE  LADY 

A.  Owen  ’87 

LA 

52 

BRASSY  BROAD 

R  Black  ’86 

TB 

52 

GLADYS  AUSTIN 

M.  Osborne  ’85 

TB 

51 

MARRIAGE  VOWS 

J.  Ghio  ’87 

TB 

51 

SATIN  SATAN 

J.  Weiler  ’86 

TB 

48 

HEARTLIGHT 

J.  Nelson  ’87 

TB 

46 

SPLASH  OF  BLUE 

D.  Shepard  ’87 

TB 

45 

EVELYN’S  ECHO 

E.  Kegerise  ’85 

TB 

41 

EVENING  VELVET 

S.  Innerst  ’84 

TB 

41 

FLASHPOINT 

K.  Keppel  ’86 

TB 

41 

VERISMO 

B.  Hager  '87 

TB 

40 

AZTEC  TREASURE 

L.  Miller  ’84 

TB 

40 

LAREDO 

K.  Keppel  ’84 

TB 

39 

BLUEBONNET  SUE 

V.  Chenoweth  ’87 

LA 

39 

JESSE’S  SONG 

B.  Williamson  ’83 

TB 

38 

ELSIEMAE  NICHOLSON 

G.  Corlew  ’86 

TB 

37 

CINDERELLA’S  COACH 

B.  Hager  ’86 

TB 

37 

HEATHERIDGE 

J.  Gatty  ’85 

TB 

37 

RUTH  SLOAN 

R.  Sloan  ’85 

LA 

35 

BLUES  ON  PARADE 

J.  McWhirter  ’87 

TB 

35 

GOLDEN  CHOCOLATE 

D.  Niswonger  75 

SPU 

34 

LAKE  MOONSPUN 

W.  E.  Jones  ’84 

TB 

34 

OKTOBERFEST 

W.  Maryott  ’86 

TB 

33 

JEWEL  OF  OMAR 

C.  Boswell  '86 

AM 

32 

CORAL  CHALICE 

D.  Niswonger  ’83 

TB 

31 

DELTA  DAWN 

M.  Dunn  ’83 

LA 

29 

HOUDINI 

W.  Maryott  ’85 

TB 

29 

NEW  WAVE 

B.  Hager  ’86 

MTB 

29 

VARGA  GIRL 

H.  Monroe  ’86 

TB 

27 

HALLOWEEN  PUMPKIN 

M.  Byers  ’86 

TB 

26 

KITT  PEAK 

F.  Wickenkamp  ’86 

SPU 

25 

CHIEF  REDSKIN 

B.  Hamner  ’84 

TB 

25 

MAGIC 

B.  Hager  ’87 

TB 

39 


Bennett  Jones 


Eleanor  McCown 


W\arv 
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Fun— Without  Irises— at 
“Fiesta  Phoenix  987” 

Carroll  M.  Elmore,  M.D.,  Payson,  Arizona 

Visiting  irises  and  other  plants  in  the  dozen  gardens  of  “FIESTA  PHOENIX 
’87”  was  naturally  the  high  point  of  the  1.987  A.I.S.  Convention.  But  sometimes 
a  contrasting  event  is  useful  to  break  the  continuity — to  highlight  further  the 
value  of  the  central  purpose.  “FIESTA  PHOENIX  ’87”  included  two  such 
events. 

A  Southwestern  Welcome!,  the  “Fiesta  de  Mexico”  was  held  under  clear 
skies  on  the  patio  of  the  convention  hotel  the  first  evening.  Designed  to  give  a 
feeling  of  a  “South-of-the-Border”  festive  occasion,  the  patio  was  decorated 
with  pinatas,  serapes  and  other  Mexican  specialties.  (This  patio  was  to  be 
increasingly  important  in  subsequent  days,  as  it  was  the  site  of  the  crack-of- 
dawn  breakfast  buffet  and  the  staging  area  for  boarding  the  buses). 

The  “Fiesta  de  Mexico”  combined  a  Mexican  Buffet  with  a  skillful  and 
dramatic  performance  of  the  talented  troupe,  the  “Ballet  Folklorico  Santa 
Maria.”  In  authentic  costumes  they  danced  the  history  of  Old  Mexico  from  the 
time  of  the  pre-Columbian  Incas  to  the  present  time. 

The  buffet  tastefully  carried  out  a  plan  common  in  Mexican  dinners  by 
combining  cool,  crisp  salads  with  entrees  which  characteristically  tend  in  a 
more  firey  direction.  A  mixed  green  salad  and  fresh  sliced  fruit,  certainly 
international,  were  contrasted  with  a  Mexican  Bean  (non-jumping  types) 
Salad  and  a  Spanish  Relish  tray.  To  a  delicious,  but  benign,  Steamship  of 
Beef  was  added  traditional  Mexican  dishes:  Mexican  corn,  Fideo, 
Chingalingas  stuffed  with  chicken,  Combination  Cheese  and  Beef  En¬ 
chiladas,  Tamales,  Tacos  and  Tosados,  hot  flour  Tortillas  and  Sopapillas  (the 
mouth-watering  variety!). 

Many  fine  persons,  a  beautiful  evening,  a  strolling  Mariachi  Band  and  a  few 
specialty  beverages— and  “FIESTA  PHOENIX  ’87”  was  off  to  a  great  begin¬ 
ning! 

We  were  all  old  friends  and  expert  irisarians  several  days  later  when  the 
buses  took  us  to  the  wildness  that  is  “RAWHIDE”,  identified  as  “Arizona’s 
1880  town.”  (If  Arizona  Territory  in  1880  had  indeed  been  as  lively,  colorful 
and  safe  as  “RAWHIDE”,  statehood  would  not  have  had  to  be  delayed  until 
1912!) 

Reminiscent  of  John  Wayne  and  Randolph  Scott  western  movies,  the 
“town”  was  complete  with  boardwalks,  false-fronted  wooden  buildings,  a  jail, 
barber  shop,  etc.  The  general  store  and  a  number  of  artisans’  shops  attempt¬ 
ed  to  provide  the  answer  to,  “Whatchyagonnabringme?”  Fortunately,  the  skill 
of  the  artisans  was  considerable  and,  though  contrived,  the  setting  was  not 
tacky,  there  in  the  Scottsdale  desert. 

Several  of  the  many  types  of  entertainment  struck  a  responsive  chord  in 
each  of  us.  The  gamblers,  for  example,  had  a  hey-day,  particuarly  since 
RAWHIDE  provided  both  the  money  and  the  stacked  decks.  And  history  buffs 

42 


found  the  Museum’s  display  of  interest  as  they  inspected  items  ranging  from 
Belle  Starr’s  buffalo  horn  furniture  to  footwear  attributed  to  Tom  Mix  (and  also 
Geronimo). 

A  lunch  of  authentic  chuckwagon  fare  was  a  principal  reason  for  the  trip, 
too.  It  included  steak  (more  tender  than  the  original  from  a  Texas  Longhorn), 
corn-on-the-cob,  cowboy  beans,  spuds  and  all  the  trimmings — DEEE- 
LICIOUSM 

(Rawhide’s  propensity  for  authenticity  is  carried  to  an  interesting  extreme 
on  Father’s  Day,  when  they  serve  up  a  free  Rocky  Mountain  Oyster  ap¬ 
petizer — for  those  daring  &  true  sons  of  the  West.  If  we  had  only  known!!). 


Keppel  Sdlg.  #81-95B 
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1987  AIS  AWARDS 


DYKES  MEMORIAL  MEDAL 

No  award  this  year  as  no  iris  received 
15  percent  of  votes  cast  to  quality. 


VOTES 

KNOWLTON  MEDAL  (BB) 

87  DRUM  SOLO  (H.  Stahly) 

Runners-up 

82  DOLL  BABY  (G.  Corlew) 

81  SOFT  SPOKEN  (P.  Dyer) 

SASS  MEDAL  (IB) 

297  AZ  AP  (A.  Ensminger) 

Runners-up 

103  OKLAHOMA  BANDIT 
(H.  Nichols) 

50  LOVER  BOY  (J.  Ghio) 

COOK-DOUGLAS  MEDAL  (SDB) 

92  LITTLE  BLACK  BELT 
(D.  Niswonger) 

Runners-up 

57  FLIRTY  MARY  (D.  Rawdon) 

57  RASPBERRY  JAM 
(D.  Niswonger) 

CAPARNE  WELCH  MEDAL 
(MDB) 

56  GIZMO  (B.  Hager) 

Runners-up 

43  BRASS  BUTTON  (H.  Briscoe) 
32  PIXIE  PINK  (J.  Boushay) 

32  SNOW  SPARKLE  (D.  Sindt) 

MORGAN-WOOD  MEDAL  (SIB) 

105  STEVE  VARNER  (H.  Briscoe) 

Runners-up 

93  RUFFLED  VELVET 
(C.  McEwen) 

75  PINK  HAZE  (W.  McGarvey) 
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VOTES 

DEBAILLON  MEDAL  (LA) 

92  CLARA  GOULA  (C.  Arny) 

Runners-up 

48  THIS  I  LOVE  (F  Chowning) 

42  C’EST  MAGNIFIQUE 
(M.  Dunn) 

WILLIAMSON-WHITE  AWARD 
(MTB) 

29  ABRIDGED  VERSION 
(B.  Hager) 

Runners-up 

28  PUPPY  LOVE  (B.  Hager) 

22  CONCORD  SPRITE 
(C.  Boswell) 

C.G.  WHITE  AWARD  (AR) 

(1/2  or  more  Aril) 

19  COOL  OASIS  (B.  Hager) 

Runners-up 

16  KASBAH  QUEEN  (J.  Holden) 
12  THUNDERSTORM 

(L.  Flanagan) 

MOHR  AWARD  (AB) 

(1/4  to  1/2  Aril) 

31  SULTAN’S  JEWELRY 
(B.  Hager) 

Runners-up 

22  HUMOHR  (B.  Hager) 

17  DESERT  EMBROIDERY 
(M.  Rogers) 

17  LOVE  FLIGHT  (H.  Danielson) 


DRUM  SOLO 
(H.  Stahly) 


AZAP 

(A.  Ensminger) 


LITTLE  BLACK  BELT 
(D.  Niswonger) 


GIZMO 

(B.  Hager) 


STEVE  VARNER 
(H.  Briscoe) 


CLARA  GOULA 

(C.  Arny) 
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VOTES 


VOTES 


MIES  AWARD  (SPU) 

93  SON  OF  SUN  (F.  Wickenkamp) 
Runners-up 
22  VINTAGE  YEAR 
(D.  Niswonger) 

18  ELEANOR  HILL  (B.  Hager) 

MITCHELL  AWARD  (CA) 

20  SIMPLY  WILD  (J.  Ghio) 

Runners-up 

11  CALIFORNIA  MYSTIQUE 
(J.  Ghio) 

8  ENCIRCLE  (J.  Ghio) 


PAYNE  AWARD  (JA) 

Due  to  extended  deadline  for 
voting,  results  will  be  reported  in  a 
later  AIS  Bulletin. 

WALTHER  CUP 

Most  HM  votes— All  categories 
164  CHICO  MAID  (TB  (W.  Luihn) 

Runners-up 

135  SHENANIGAN  (BB) 

(K.  Keppel) 

119  MALAGUENA  (TB)  (J.  Ghio) 
102  LITTLE  PAUL  (MTB) 

(K.  Fisher) 


AWARD  OF  MERIT 


TALL  BEARDED 

142  JESSE’S  SONG 
(B.  Williamson) 

99  TIDE’S  IN  (Schreiners) 

84  SPECULATOR  (J.  Ghio) 

65  votes  are  required  to  receive  this 
award,  thus  the  short  listing. 
Runners-up 

64  PRECIOUS  MOMENTS 
(J.  Gatty) 

63  LORD  JEFF  (K.  Waite) 

63  ROSABELLE  V  (M.  Hamblen) 
62  VISUAL  ARTS  (Schreiners) 

61  HINDENBURG  (W.  Maryott) 

61  SKIERS’  DELIGHT 
(Schrieners) 

59  DESERT  ECHO  (D.  Meek) 

58  LIGHTED  WITHIN 
(R.  Blodgett) 

57  EXTRAVAGANT  (M.  Hamblen) 
57  TWIST  OF  FATE  (C.  Palmer) 

BORDER  BEARDED 

150  PECCADILLO  (K.  Keppel) 

71  MISS  NELLIE  (J.  Burch) 

53  IRIS  BOHNSACK 
(A.  Ensminger) 

Runners-up 
49  FEATHERED  FRIEND 
(A.  Ensminger) 

45  LACY  LASSO  (B.  Hager) 
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37  SOUNDER  (C.  Lankow) 

36  CHICKASAW  SUE  (J.  Gibson) 

INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 

154  HONEY  GLAZED 
(D.  Niswonger) 

130  HELLCAT  (T.  AITKEN) 

120  BUTTER  PECAN  (B.  Hager) 

Runners-up 

72  HARLOW  GOLD  (P  Black) 

50  HOT  FUDGE  (B.  Hager) 

36  IDA  MARY  PATTISON 
(H.  Briscoe) 

35  NICE  ‘N’  NIFTY  (A.  Ensminger) 

STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 

59  THRICE  BLESSED  (J.  Weiler) 
57  KAYO  (D.  Niswonger) 

52  STARLIGHT  WALTZ 
(C.  Helsey) 

40  AZTEC  STAR  (D.  Niswonger) 

40  BRIGHT  VISION  (G.  Shoop) 

40  TIGER  PRINT  (P.  Black) 

Runners-up 

39  TANTARA  (A.  Ensminger 

38  LEMON  RINGS  (T.  Aitken) 

38  DO-SI-DO  (A.  Ensminger) 

36  FINGERPRINTS  (W.  Maryott) 


ABRIDGED  VERSION 
(B.  Hager) 


COOL  OASIS 
(B.  Hager) 


SULTAN’S  JEWELRY 
(B.  Hager) 


WALTHER  CUP 


SON  OF  SUN 
(F.  Wickenkamp) 


SIMPLY  WILD 
(J.  Ghio) 


CHICO  MAID 
(W.  Luihn) 
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VOTES 

MINIATURE  DWARF  BEARDED 

48  PUSSYTOES  (A.&.D  Willott) 

41  SHRIMP  (D.  Sindt) 

36  GOLD  CANARY  (A.&D.  Willott) 

Runners-up 

28.  CRANBERRY  CHALICE 
(E.  Roberts  by  D.  Sindt) 

24  BINK  (D.L.  Johnson) 

24  BLACK  STALLION  (H.  Hite) 

24  COPPER  CHIEF  (H.  Hite) 

24  WEE  DOLL 

(W.  Greenlee  by  S.  Varner) 

SIBERIANS 

65  DANCE  BALLERINA  DANCE 
(S.  Varner) 

47  OMAR’S  CUP  (B.  Hager) 

45  HARBOR  MIST  (K.  Waite) 


VOTES 

Runners-up 

39  KING  OF  KINGS  (S.  Varner) 
35  DANCING  NANOU  (A.  Miller) 
32  KISMET  (S.  Varner) 

31  CREME  CHANTILLY 
(C.  McEwen) 

31  LAVENDER  BOUNTY 
(C.  McEwen) 

LOUISBANAS 

66  DELTA  DAWN  (M.  Dunn) 

64  RHETT  (M.  Dunn) 

47  PRESIDENT  HEDLEY 
(J.  Mertzweiller) 

Runners-up 

40  BAJAZZO  (M.  Dunn) 

38  VALERA  (C.  Arny) 

32  GRACELAND  (M.  Dunn) 

29  LITTLE  MISS  SIMS 

(F.  Chowning) 


HONORABLE  MENTION 


TALL  BEARDED 

164  CHICO  MAID  (W.  Luihn)  36  HOUDINI  (W.  Maryott) 


119  MALAGUENA  (J.  Ghio) 
95  CODICIL  (S.  Innerst) 


93  ANNA  BELLE  BABSON 
(B.  Hager) 

84  CAFE  SOCIETY  (J.  Ghio) 

69  DESIGNER  GOWN  (J.  Ghio) 

54  DARKSIDE  (Schreiners) 

54  IRIS  IRENE  (J.  Gatty) 

54  KAREN  CHRISTINE 
(A.  Ensminger) 

51  WARRIOR  KING  (Schreiners) 
48  EVELYN’S  ECHO 
(Ev.  Kegerise) 

44  SUN  DAPPLED  (D.  Niswonger) 
42  GINGER  SWIRL  (Schreiners) 
42  WINTERSCAPE  (J.  McWhirter) 
41  ROBUSTO  (P.  Black) 

40  BLACK  MADONNA  (H.  Stahly) 
39  SOONER  SERENADE 
(K.  Shaver  by  H.  Nichols) 

37  CRYSTAL  GLITTERS 
(Schreiners) 

37  EXHILARATION  (J.  Ghio) 

37  HOLY  NIGHT  (K.  Mohr) 

36  CHIEF  REDSKIN  (B.  Hamner) 
36  GYPSY  WOMAN  (Schreiners) 
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35  GLADYS  AUSTIN 
(M.  Osborne) 

35  INGA  IVY  (M.  Hamblen) 

35  SILKWOOD  (M.  Hamblen) 

34  ADVENTURESS  (M.  Hamblen) 
34  HEATHERIDGE  (J.  Gatty) 

33  ORBITER  (T.  Aitken) 

32  MIDNIGHT  FIRE 
(D.  Niswonger) 

31  CHRISTA  (R.  Nelson) 

31  QUEEN  DOROTHY  (E.  Hall) 

31  STERLING  STITCH 
(S.  Innerst) 

30  ICE  CASTLE  (J.  McWhirter) 

30  GRECIAN  SKIES  (O.  Brown) 

30  SEA  OF  JOY  (Schreiners) 

29  BUBBLING  SEAS 
(R.&  L.  Miller) 

29  SEA  WOLF  (T.  Aitken) 

29  STERLING  PRINCE 
(S.  Innerst) 

28  EASTER  SONG  (V.  Wood) 

28  MICHELLE  TAYLOR 
(Schreiners) 

28  WAGONTRAIL  NIGHT 
(C.  Claussen) 


m  JESSE’S  SONG 
lj  (B.  Williamson) 


TIDE’S  IN 
(Schreiners) 


SPECULATOR 
(J.  Ghio) 


PECCADILLO 
(K.  Keppel) 


MISS  NELLIE 
(J.  Burch) 


HONEY  GLAZED 
(D.  Niswonger) 
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VOTES 

27  EVENING  VELVET  (S.  Innerst) 
27  GRADUATION  (M.  Hamblen) 

27  WILD  OATS  (J.  Durrance) 

27  MOON’S  DELIGHT  (B.  Hager) 
26  BLACK  PEARL  (D.  Meek) 

26  FOOLISH  FANCY  (B.  Hager) 

26  IMAGE  MAKER  (B.  Williamson) 
26  MUCHAS  GRACIAS  (B.  Hager) 
26  NAVY  WAVES  (P.  Black) 

26  ROYAL  SATIN  (Schreiners) 

26  SHAWNEE  WHISPER 
(G.  Poole) 

26  SUNSHINE  SONG 
(D.  Niswonger) 

25  PISTOL  (C.  Claussen) 

MINIATURE  TALL  BEARDED 

102  LITTLE  PAUL  (K.  Fisher) 

54  EVENING  POND  (D.  Sindt) 

42  VALLIANT  WARRIOR 

(W.T.  Varner) 

36  MAGGIE  ME  DARLIN’ 

(D.  Guild) 

33  KACHINA  KEEPSAKE 
(D.  Guild) 

16  ELAINE  HALL 
(M.L.  Dunderman) 

BORDER  BEARDED 

135  SHENANIGAN  (K.  Keppel) 

57  NURSERY  SCHOOL  (J.  Ghio) 

55  TINY  BUBBLES  (F.  Spahn) 

53  PINK  LAMB  (C.  Blaylock) 

37  PIXIE  PRINCE  (W.  Simon) 

34  BUSKSKIN  FINALE 
(G.  Gaddie) 

29  BIMINI  (R.  Brown) 

22  BLUE  GLORY  (K.  Mohr) 

21  CABANA  FIRE  (J.  Boushay 
20  POET’S  FANCY  (W.  Simon) 

15  AUTHOR  UNKNOWN 
(A.  Harper) 

15  SHORT  AND  SWEET 
(H.  Schafer) 

INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 

64  RED  ZINGER  (P.  Black) 

27  ALPINE  GOLD  (R.  Jeffries) 

25  JOLLY  JESTER  (A.&  D.  Willott) 


VOTES 

23  DARK  BLIZZARD 
(B.  Warburton) 

23  FROM  THE  HEART 
(G.  Gaddie) 

23  MERRY  OAKS  (A .&  D.  Willott) 
21  LITTLE  LUKE  (H.  Rowlan) 

21  SUNNY  HONEY  (G.  Shoop) 

19  BLUE  ICING  (B.  Warburton) 

18  REVVED  UP  (S.  Innerst) 

17  SHELL  CAMEO 

(A.  &  D.  Willott) 

16  GYPSY  GEM  (F.  Dyer) 

16  LITTLE  WILLIE  (D.  Shepard) 
15  SATIN  SEQUIN  (G.  Plough) 

15  HEAVENLY  BROTHERHOOD 

(H.  Nichols) 

15  KOLKSEE 

(Denkewitz  by  D.  Sindt) 

15  SPRING  DANCER  (G.  Shoop) 

15  WORK  OF  ART  (C.  Palmer) 

STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 

49  CHUBBY  CHEEKS  (P.  Black) 
41  JEWEL  BABY  (E.  Hall) 

28  TARHEEL  ELF  (D.  Niswonger) 
26  HUSHPUPPY  (K.  Keppel) 

21  CHERRYWOOD 
(J.  Wadekamper) 

20  JILLAROO  (A.  Ensminger) 

19  WESTAR  (B.  Jones) 

17  BUGLER  BOY  (T.  Magee) 

16  PIPPI  LONGSTOCKINGS 
(S.  Innerst) 

16  ROYAL  EYELASH  (C.  Boswell) 
15  ROYAL  SILK  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 

15  THIRD  WORLD  (J.  Weiler) 

MINIATURE  DWARF  BEARDED 

31  BURGUNDY  BLUES 
(G.  Gaddie) 

23  BLUE  WIND  (D.  Spence) 

22  CONGO  DOLL  (F.  Dyer) 

20  TINY  APRICOT  (B.  Hager) 

16  BANTAM  (S.  Varner) 

16  KIDDIELAND  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 
15  SNOWY  RIVER 
(A.  &  D.  Willott) 

15  TANNY  (C.  Boswell) 
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THRICE  BLESSED 
(J.  Weiler) 

MDB 


DELTA  DAWN 
(M.  Dunn) 


OMAR’S  CUP 
(B.  Hager) 


SDB 


HELLCAT 
(T.  Aitken) 


STARLIGHT  WALTZ 
(C.  Helsley) 
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VOTES 

ARILBRED 

(1/4  TO  1/2  ARIL) 

33  EVENING  IN  BAGDAD 
(H.  Nichols) 

24  BEDOUIN  BUTTERCUP 
(H.  Nichols) 

19  ODE  TO  JERICHO  (H.  Nichols) 
18  FALL  IN  LINE  (C.  Boswell) 

14  AMBER  GREEN  (F.  Gadd) 

13  BUCHEE  (F.  Gadd) 

13  CHILDSONG  (E.  Jensen) 

AFtiL 

(1/2  OR  MORE  ARIL) 

16  DEE  MOUSE  (H.  Danielson) 

13  APRICOT  BRANDY 
(H.  Danielson) 

13  WOODSONG  (L.  Flanagan) 

10  ONLOOKER  (B.  Hager) 

10  TURKISH  TANGENT 
(B.  Hager) 

SPURIA 

70  DRESS  CIRCLE  (B.  Hager) 

41  SUNSET  ETCHING 
(G.  Gaddie) 

31  AMBITION  (B.  Hager) 

31  KAIBAB  TRAIL 
(F.  Wickenkamp) 

21  GOLDEN  SPRINGS  (J.  Wight) 
21  PERFECT  SPRING  (B.  Hager) 

20  FIRST  FRUITS  (B.  Hager) 

12  CONCUBINE  (J.  Ghio) 


VOTES 

SIBERIAN 

60  JAMAICAN  VELVET 
(W.  McGarvey) 

50  MABEL  CODAY  (C.  Helsley) 

37  WIZARDRY  (R.  Hollingsworth) 
29  ILLINI  FLIRT  (S.  Varner) 

25  JANET  K.  MERRILL 
(H.  Briscoe) 

24  WINDWOOD  SPRING 
(R.  Hollingsworth) 

22  PINK  SPARKLE  (B.  Hager) 

19  POLLY  CHISM  (H.  Briscoe) 

19  STAR  GLITTER  (B.  Hager) 

18  DEMURE  ILLINI  S.  Varner) 

16  BEDFORD  LASS  (K.  Waite) 

LOUISIANA 

34  RUTH  SLOAN  (R.  Sloan) 

28  DELTA  DOVE  (M.  Dunn) 

28  MISSISSIPPI  GAMBLER 
(M.  Dunn) 

21  SOUTHERN  LADY  (M.  Dunn) 

19  PLANTATION  BEAU  (M.  Dunn) 

17  BOLD  COPY  (H.  Rowlan) 

16  RED  ECHO  (H.  Rowlan) 

16  SEA  WISP  (H.  Rowlan) 

15  BOLD  PRETENDER 

(R.  Morgan) 

CALIFORNICAE 

14  DEEPENING  SHADOWS 
(J.  Ghio) 

13  CAMPAIGNER  (J.  Ghio) 

11  MIRAMAR  (J.  Ghio) 

10  ROARING  CAMP  (J.  Ghio) 

10  RUNNING  WILD  (J.  Ghio) 
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CHICO  MAID 
(W.  Luihn) 


(7 {onoraHH 
'Mention 


MALAGUENA 

(J.  Ghio) 


CODICIL 

(S.  Innerst) 


DARKSIDE 

(Schreiners) 


IRIS  IRENE 

(J.  Gatty) 


EVELYN’S  ECHO 
(E.  Kegerise) 
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EXHILARATION 
(J.  Ghio) 


c. TrfonoraMe 

l/kntm 


SHENANIGAN 
(K.  Keppel) 


LITTLE  PAUL 
(K.  Fisher) 


CHUBBY  CHEEKS 
(P.  Black) 


RED  ZINGER 
(P  Black) 


TINY  APRICOT 
(B.  Hager) 
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ARILBRED 
(V4  to  V2  April) 


ARIL 

(V2  or  more  Aril) 


FALL  IN  LINE 
(C.  Boswell) 


'Mention 


WOODSONG 
(L.  Flanagan) 


DRESS  CIRCLE 
(B.  Hager) 


JAMAICAN  VELVET 

(W.  McGarvey) 


RUTH  SLOAN 
(R.  Sloan) 


CAMPAIGNER 
(J.  Ghio) 
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Sooner  State  9  ©81 

For  the  second  time  in  the  1980’s,  the  state  of  Oklahoma  will  be  the  site  of 
the  annual  convention  of  The  American  Iris  Society.  Headquarters  will  be  the 
Holiday  Inn  West  Holidome  at  1-40  and  Meridian  in  Oklahoma  City.  The 
convention  begins  on  Tuesday,  May  3  and  concludes  with  the  awards  ban¬ 
quet  on  Saturday,  May  7. 

Convention  days  will  be  filled  with  activities,  so  guests  may  want  to  plan  to 
arrive  early  or  stay  for  a  few  days  after  to  see  the  many  interesting  things  in 
Oklahoma  City  and  the  state.  The  Firefighters’  Museum,  the  National  Softball 
Hall  of  Fame,  the  State  Capitol  with  its  domeless  top  and  working  oil  well,  and 
the  Oklahoma  City  Zoo  are  all  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other  in 
Oklahoma  City.  The  Zoo  is  among  the  top  ten  in  the  nation. 

The  Convention  Committee  is  considering  a  special  trip  to  the  National 
Cowboy  Hall  of  Fame  and  Western  Heritage  Center.  This  will  be  in  addition  to 
the  garden  tours  and  will  be  optional.  The  magnificent  Hall  is  a  tribute  to  the 
Old  West,  and  is  sponsored  by  seventeen  western  states.  It  features  western 
artifacts  and  artwork.  The  artifacts  include  those  from  real  life  and  from 
movies  and  television.  The  statue  “The  End  of  the  Trail”  is  an  awesome  focal 
point.  Located  atop  Persimmon  Hill,  the  Hall  is  in  the  same  area  as  the  capitol 
and  the  other  museums. 

The  convention  coincides  with  the  beginning  of  Oklahoma  City’s  Centen¬ 
nial  Year.  It  was  on  April  22,  1 889,  that  the  city  was  born  during  the  first  of  the 
“land  runs”  which  brought  white  and  black  settlers  into  the  former  Indian 
lands  by  the  thousands.  It  marked  the  first  time  that  blacks  could  actually 
claim  land  for  themselves  in  a  new  territory.  On  the  day  of  the  run,  Oklahoma 
City  went  from  zero  population  at  noon  to  more  than  1 0,000  by  nightfall.  Today, 
Oklahoma  City  is  the  second  largest  city  in  area  in  the  United  States  with  a 
population  of  more  than  400,000.  The  Metropolitan  population  is  approx¬ 
imately  one  million. 

All  the  gardens  to  be  visited  are  within  the  metro  area.  The  first  day  tours  will 
be  to  the  southeast  and  east  with  lunch  in  Midwest  City  and  Norman,  the  latter 
on  the  campus  of  The  University  of  Oklahoma.  The  terraced  hillside  garden  of 
J.D.,  Leona,  and  Jerry  Spence  is  in  the  wooded  area  east  of  Norman.  The 
garden  is  surrounded  by  trees,  but  more  than  a  thousand  irises  grow  in  full 
sun  on  various  levels  of  the  hillside.  Native  rocks  have  been  cemented 
together  to  form  the  retaining  walls.  For  those  who  want  to  sit  in  the  shade  and 
enjoy  the  view,  the  Spences  have  built  a  series  of  benches.  The  family  is  even 
making  arrangements  to  provide  a  ride  for  those  who  think  the  hills  is  too 
steep,  even  though  it’s  not  a  difficult  return  to  the  top. 

Bill  and  Charline  Pappan  live  in  the  same  wooded  area  atop  an  oak  covered 
hill.  The  irises  are  grown  in  raised  beds  in  full  sun,  but  one  may  sit  on  newly 
built  benches  in  the  breeze-cooled  shade  of  the  garden's  many  trees.  As  in 
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the  Spence  Garden,  the  serenity  of  the  country  setting  is  enriched  by  the 
songs  of  robins,  cardinals,  mockingbirds,  etc. 

North  of  Lake  Thunderbird  in  the  vicinity  of  Choctaw  is  the  garden  of  Chuck 
Deaton  and  his  family.  The  garden  once  was  centered  around  a  swimming 
pool  and  oak  trees,  but  now  irises  are  dominant.  Older  varieties  greet  the 
visitor  in  the  front  yard.  The  five  acre  property  features  azaleas,  trees,  and 
irises  with  the  guest  plants  planted  near  a  terraced  patio  in  the  back. 

Marthella  Shoemake’s  garden  is  located  on  an  acreage  in  suburban  Nic- 
oma  Park.  In  addition  to  the  many  types  of  irises  seen  here,  one  can  enjoy  the 
beauty  of  wild  flowers,  hostas,  poppies,  and  cacti.  A  striking  sight  is  a  bed  of 
bright  red  Flanders  poppies  backed  by  native  lavendar  flowered  locusts. 

The  remaining  stop  the  first  day  is  the  master  planting  at  the  OSU  Tech 
campus  within  blocks  of  convention  headquarters.  A  stop  will  be  made  here 
each  day.  The  irises  are  grown  in  raised  beds  in  an  open  area  of  the  campus 
which  is  near  the  intersection  of  1-40  and  1-44.  Wide  pathways  allow  for  easy 
viewing  of  every  guest  plant.  It  will  probably  be  possible  to  see  other  types  of 
flowers  inside  the  campus  building. 

The  second  day  visits  will  all  be  in  the  city  itself  with  the  exception  of  Jack 
and  Merine  Cole’s  Newcastle  garden.  It  is  located  beyond  the  South  Canadi¬ 
an  River  to  the  southwest  of  Oklahoma  City.  Merine  grows  a  multitude  of 
plants,  and  most  irisarians  will  find  themselves  marveling  at  the  beauty  of 
flowers  other  than  their  favorites.  Merine  eliminated  trees  from  an  aging 
orchard  to  make  room  for  guest  irises.  Visitors  may  have  the  opportunity  to 
see  small  private  planes  using  the  runway  behind  the  Cole’s  home. 

The  garden  of  Sparky  and  Betty  Skrapka  is  in  southwest  Oklahoma  City.  A 
large  gazebo  is  surrounded  by  guest  irises  in  a  side  garden.  The  entire  yard  is 
beautifully  landscaped  with  trees  and  shrubs,  and  iris  beds  are  incorporated 
into  these  established  plantings. 

With  shrubs  shielding  them  from  the  Oklahoma  wind,  the  irises  at  Will 
Rogers  Park  grow  in  an  enclosed  area  near  the  city’s  Garden  Center.  The 
day’s  lunch  will  be  in  the  Center,  so  viewers  may  also  have  time  to  enjoy  other 
plant  areas  within  the  park. 

Wauzelia  Shelley’s  northwest  garden  is  filled  with  many  kinds  of  trees  and 
shrubs  which  will  vie  for  attention  with  the  irises.  Wauzelia  is  noted  for  an 
outstanding  collection  of  ferns  and  for  having  a  garden  filled  with  trees  not 
usually  seen  in  Oklahoma. 

The  commercial  garden  of  Paul  Black  covers  a  gently  sloping  area  in 
northwest  Oklahoma  City.  The  garden  is  relatively  new  at  the  current  location, 
but  Paul  is  quickly  adding  azaleas  and  other  plants  to  enhance  the  beauty  of 
the  iris  planting.  Guest  plants  are  at  the  front  of  the  yard  with  seedlings  and 
sales  plants  filling  the  slope  and  part  of  the  yard  next  door. 

The  last  tour  day  will  feature  gardens  mostly  in  the  northern  suburb  of 
Edmond,  with  lunch  at  Central  State  University  in  that  city. 

A  final  stop  will  be  made  at  the  master  planting,  and  the  final  stop  within  the 
city  limits  of  Oklahoma  City  will  be  at  the  garden  of  Perry  and  Kay  Parrish.  It  is 
enclosed  with  a  high  wooden  fence  which  gives  plenty  of  protection  for  the 
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plants.  Raised  beds  border  the  garden  and  are  filled  with  irises  and  compan¬ 
ion  plants.  Guest  irises  are  in  newly  created  beds  near  the  center  of  the 
garden.  At  the  proper  time  of  year,  the  area  outside  the  fence  is  filled  with  the 
blooms  of  purple  wisteria. 

The  garden  of  Leigh  Ellis  is  to  the  east  of  Edmond,  atop  a  hill.  Irises,  both 
new  and  old,  are  planted  in  small  beds  in  all  directions  from  the  house.  In  any 
direction,  one  can  survey  the  rolling  hills  of  the  rural  area  surrounding  the 
garden. 

The  garden  of  Bill  Clark  and  his  nephew,  Hooker  Nichols,  is  in  an  oak 
studded  area  of  Edmond.  Irises  are  planted  in  beds  along  the  sides  of  the 
garden,  leading  back  to  a  natural  pond  at  the  back  of  the  property.  Although 
the  garden  is  filled  with  trees,  the  irises  have  no  problems  because  they 
bloom  before  the  trees  are  fully  leafed.  The  quiet  beauty  of  the  garden  is  in 
direct  contrast  to  the  noise  of  the  freeway  a  few  blocks  away. 

The  beautifully  landscaped  garden  of  Nancy  Perkins  features  curving  beds 
neatly  edged  with  landscape  wooden  pieces,  but  the  guest  irises  have  a 
sunny,  new  area  in  which  to  perform.  A  spot  of  beauty  is  provided  by  the  pond 
which  features  colorful  koi  fish  of  all  sizes. 

The  headquarters  hotel  is  on  the  street  which  leads  to  Will  Rogers  World 
Airport,  which  is  within  three  miles.  It  is  also  within  a  mile  of  the  master 
planting.  Many  different  fast  food  stores  and  restaurants,  as  well  as  the  more 
traditional  eating  places,  are  within  blocks  of  the  hotel.  Interstate  highways 
lead  quickly  to  all  parts  of  the  city  and  to  the  remainder  of  the  state. 

Oklahoma  is  known  for  cowboys,  Indians  and  oil  wells,  but  it  is  the  spirit  and 
friendliness  of  the  people  which  is  the  greatest  treasure.  From  sixty-seven 
Indian  tribes  who  filled  Indian  Territory  to  home-hungry  whites  and  recently 
freed  black  slaves  who  staked  their  hopes  on  getting  to  a  choice  piece  of  land 
“sooner”  than  anyone  else,  Oklahoma’s  people  inherited  a  love  for  the  land 
and  an  unbreakable  spirit.  Everyone  who  came  to  Oklahoma  to  settle  had  a 
dream,  and  the  dream  lives  on  today. 

You  are  invited  to  share  in  the  spirit  of  Oklahoma  with  Sooner  State  ’88.  The 
welcome  mat  is  out,  and  the  gardens  and  gardeners  await  your  arrival  May 
3-7,  1988. 


For  What  It’s  Worth  .  .  . 


As  this  editor  has  no  “visible”  desk,  this  issue  has  risen  from  counter  tops,  a 
dining  table,  a  recliner  and  a  corruated  “file”  box. 

Editing  this  issue  has  been  simple  enough  and  very  time  consuming.  Every 
contributor  responded  with  godspeed  ....  and  I  thank  you. 

Read  .  .  .  enjoy  .  .  .  critique  .  .  .  and  make  suggestions  for  improvement. 
We  want  YOUR  Bulletin  to  be  just  as  you  want  it! 

— Phil  Williams 
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ROUND 


Sam  Reece,  1843  E.  Brown  Ave.,  Fresno,  CA  93703 

Hybridizing 

Tim  Metier,  Riverside,  CA:  Pollen  does  not  last  long  in  our  hot  California  sun. 
Also,  thrips  love  to  eat  the  anthers,  so  for  me,  pollen  daubing  is  a  “catch-it- 
while-you-can”  business. 

MANDOLIN  sent  up  3  stalks  of  a  lovely  peach  melon  color;  ADAMSBLACK, 
older  but  nice  red  black;  FLAIR,  giant  blue-white — I  have  an  overabundance 
of  this.  FEMININE  CHARM  is  a  beautiful  pink  and  white  color;  SPIRIT  OF 
MEMPHIS  is  a  lacy  nice  yellow — but  I  could  do  without  the  haft  venations: 
MARY  FRANCES  was  her  usual  good  self;  CARRIAGE  TRADE  was  a  beautiful 
light  blue — but  the  falls  close  up  so  very  badly  in  hot  weather.  Also  I  have  a  big 
stalk  of  FROSTLINE,  an  average  white — but  does  it  grow.  It  may  be  useful  for 
hybridizing  for  vigorous  whites. 

Gloria  Little,  Las  Cruces,  NM:  We  already  have  a  bit  of  a  headstart  in 
growing  arils  because  the  arid  desert  conditions  in  some  parts  of  our  valley 
are  so  similar  to  the  desert  where  they  originated.  Growers  here  try  to  simulate 
growing  conditions  there,  which  of  course  involves  keeping  the  rhizome  dry 
most  of  the  time.  Those  who  have  adobe  soil  grow  them  in  raised  beds  or  rows 
and  irrigate  between  them.  Those  who  have  the  more  natural  (for  arils)  sand 
can  use  drip  irrigation  to  great  advantage. 

Here  in  New  Mexico  the  main  reason  that  crosses  do  not  take  seems  to  be 
the  dryness  out  here.  Tom  used  to  go  out  early  in  the  morning  and  make  the 
crosses  on  blooms  that  had  just  opened  and  he  had  a  very  good  percentage 
of  takes.  Just  about  the  only  failures  I  can  remember  were  the  result  of  trying 
wide-ranging  crosses  that  were  admittedly  sort  of  a  gamble  or  trying  some¬ 
thing  that  others  had  reported  as  being  marginally  fertile. 

Lu  and  Henry  Danielson  of  Chaparral  have  a  great  drip  irrigation  system  in 
their  garden  and  it  seems  to  work  especially  well  in  this  climate.  They  have  a 
very  lovely  garden — really  an  oasis  in  the  desert — very  interesting  any  time  of 
the  year,  but  to  visit  there  in  the  spring  when  Henry  and  Lu’s  seedlings  are  in 
bloom  is  a  real  treat.  He  has  some  very  beautiful  and  different  arils  and 
arilbreds  in  his  seedling  patch!  They  also  have  a  test  garden  for  roses  and  a 
lovely  pond  for  Japanese  iris.  These  are  very  difficult  to  grow  in  the  desert,  but 
they  have  some  real  beauties.  With  the  exception  of  the  established  beds, 
they  have  allowed  the  desert  brush  to  grow  (with  no  water  they  remain  under 
control)  and  the  effect  is  very  natural  and  charming. 
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Millie  Wasmundt,  Denver,  CO:  I  have  found  that  sometimes  there  is  no 
pollen  on  a  newly  opened  iris  blossom,  but  if  you  leave  it  in  the  sun  for  a  day  or 
so  before  removing  the  anthers  there  might  be  a  little.  I  have  even  opened  up  a 
closed-up,  bloomed-out  flower  and  removed  the  anthers  (so  long  as  they 
were  not  wet)  and  used  the  pollen  and  had  it  take.  You  might  experiment  a 
little  this  year. 

Yes,  I  have  noticed  the  different  shapes  the  iris  pods  take,  and  find  them 
fascinating.  At  the  end  of  the  season  last  year,  I  only  had  enough  of  a 
particular  pollen  for  one  segment  of  an  iris  blossom,  and  that  was  the  only 
section  of  the  pod  that  set,  which  resulted  in  a  really  peculiar  looking  pod.  I 
also  had  a  cross  that,  along  with  its  reciprocal  cross,  produced  really  “horny” 
pods.  Other  crosses  using  those  same  iris  did  not  result  in  the  horny  pods. 
The  seeds  inside  looked  quite  normal,  however,  though  I  will  be  interested  to 
see  what  the  seedling  eventually  produce. 

Incidentally,  I  have  heard  that  often  crosses  of  the  newer  iris  are  not  as  good 
as  those  of  a  new  iris  with  an  older  one.  I  personally  do  not  have  enough 
experience  to  voice  an  opinion  in  this  area,  but  it  certainly  does  sound 
plausible.  One  point  in  favor  is  the  lesser  likelihood  of  making  the  same  cross 
others  make. 

The  seedlings  from  RIPPLING  WATERS  X  MARY  FRANCES  (I  am  sure  this 
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35mm  slides.  These  provide  excellent  programs  for  both  iris  societies  and  garden 
clubs.  Most  former  slide  sets  have  been  updated  or  replaced  as  indicated  below. 

SLIDE  SETS  AVAILABLE  FOR  1988 

THE  NEWEST  IN  IRISES:  1986  thru  1988  introductions— mostly  TBs,  but  contains 

some  other  types. 

RECENT  AWARD  WINNERS:  HM  and  AM  winners— 1985  thru  1987. 

THE  POPULARITY  POLL:  favorite  irises  as  reflected  by  the  1988  AIS  Symposium. 
RECENT  BEAUTIES:  1983  thru  1985  introductions  which  have  not  as  yet  won  the 

HM  award— mostly  TBs,  but  contains  some  other  types. 
TYPES  OTHER  THAN  TALL  BEARDED:  arranged  basically  in  blooming  se¬ 
quence — bearded  and  beardless. 

RELIABLES:  past  award  winners  of  various  types — especially  suited  for  garden 
clubs  and  newer  iris  societies. 

ARRANGEMENTS:  use  of  irises  in  floral  designs,  etc. — compiled  in  1984. 
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address  to  whom  slides  are  to  be  sent.  Rental  fee  is  $5.00  per  set,  payable  to  AIS.  AIS 
Affiliated  Societies  are  entitled  to  one  free  set  per  year.  Slide  sets  are  to  be  returned  the 
next  day  after  showing  by  FIRST  CLASS  PRIORITY  mail.  Send  check  with  request  to: 
Howard  Shockey,  Chairman 
AIS  Slides  Committee 
461 1  Rio  Grande  Lane,  N.W. 

Albuquerque,  N.M.  87107  _ 
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cross  has  been  made  before)  produced  several  nice  seedlings.  All  were  in 
shades  of  lavender  with  a  nice  scent  that  I  have  kept  for  another  year.  Also 
APRIL  MELODY  X  MAGIC  MOUNTAIN  was  not  too  bad.  I  am  hoping  my  newly 
planted  seedlings  will  be  more  successful.  Since  I  planted  them  so  late 
(August),  I  gave  them  a  weak  feeding  of  vitamin  B-1  (1  tsp.  per  gallon  of  water) 
every  week  through  early  October  and  can  now  see  small  increases  on  many 
of  them.  I  did  this  last  year  also,  but  my  seedlings  at  this  time  last  year  were 
much  larger  and  the  increases  were  very  evident. 

Although  the  general  feeling  seems  to  be  that  iris  do  better  if  foliage  is  not 
cut  down  after  bloom  season,  I  feel  that  in  our  area  it  could  be  an  advantage  to 
cut  it  back  as  the  sun  can  then  get  to  the  rhizome  better.  We  never  seem  to 
have  success  with  rebloomers  anyway. 

I  cut  small  squares  of  white  netting  material  (the  best  is  found  in  the  bridal 
areas  of  the  yard  goods  store).  I  put  this  over  the  pod  and  tie  with  some 
buttonhole  thread.  I  never  have  to  worry  about  the  pods  splitting  open  before 
they  are  harvested.  Then  when  I  open  the  pod,  I  put  the  seeds  back  into  the 


SECTION  SLIDES  AVAILABLE 

The  various  Sections  of  AIS  have  slide  sets  available  for  rent,  featuring  irises  of  each 
respective  group.  Rental  fee  is  $5.00  per  set,  unless  noted  otherwise.  Requests  for 
these  slide  sets  should  be  submitted  to: 

ARILS  AND  ARILBREDS:  Order  from  Clay  H.  Osborne,  16789  Spring  Creek  Rd., 
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Check  to  Aril  Society  International. 

DWARFS:  Good  for  rock  gardens.  Order  from  Dorothy  Willott,  26231  Shaker  Blvd., 
Beechwood,  OH  44122.  Check  to  DIS. 

JAPANESE:  Order  from  John  Coble,  9823  E.  Michigan  Ave.,  Galesburg,  Ml  49053. 
Check  to  Japanese  Iris  Society. 

LOUISIANAS:  Order  from  VaVera  Burkett,  1 100  N.  Ella  St.,  Searcy,  AR  72143.  Check 
to  LISA. 

MEDIANS:  Standard  Dwarf,  Intermediate,  Miniature  TB,  and  Border  Bearded. 

Order  from  Terry  Aitken,  608  N.W.  119th  St.,  Vancouver,  WA  98685. 
Check  to  MIS. 

SPECIES:  Suitable  for  judges’  training.  Order  from  Colin  Rigby,  2087  Curtis  Drive, 
Penngrove,  CA  94951 .  Check  to  SIGNA. 

SIBERIANS:  Order  from  James  Foreman,  1370  W.  Michaels  Rd.,  Tipp  City,  OH 
45371 .  Please  write  for  details  before  ordering. 

SPURIAS:  To  order,  contact:  Ray  M.  John,  1004  Springfield,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76112. 

IRIS  SLIDES  NEEDED 
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a  constant  supply  of  good  slides  is  needed.  If  you  have  high  quality  close-up  slides  of  the  below  listed, 
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Albuquerque,  N.M.  87107 


61 


piece  of  net  along  with  the  label  and  fasten  with  a  twist-tie.  If  there  are  more 
seeds  in  the  pod  than  I  want  to  plant  the  current  year,  I  pick  out  a  few  that  look 
really  interesting  (big,  different  color,  etc.)  and  put  those  in  a  smaller  piece  of 
net  inside  the  larger  piece.  The  net  can  be  washed  and  reused — very  easy 
and  not  expensive.  Also,  the  net  lets  the  sun  get  to  the  pods.  If  it  rams  the  net 
dries  immediately.  I  enjoy  opening  the  pods  and  finding  the  different  shapes 
of  seeds,  different  colors,  etc. 

I  have  found  that  pollen  from  a  flower  that  has  been  blooming  several  days 
put  on  newly  opened  one  (or  one  that  you  finish  opening  yourself)  almost 
always  takes.  Also,  crosses  made  early  in  the  season  seem  more  successful 
(for  me)  than  later  ones. 

Jeffrey  Walter,  Hyrum,  UT :  There  was  nothing  exceptional  in  the  DRESDEN 
X  MISS  PHOTOGENIC  cross,  though  many  of  these  did  not  bloom.  The 
outstanding  seedling  in  the  patch  this  year  came  from  a  small  group  of 
RIPPLING  WATERS  X  PINK  SLEIGH  seedlings  (the  rest  of  which  were  unmiti¬ 
gated  dogs).  It  is  a  light  rose-pink  with  good  stalks,  blocky  form  and  loads  of 
lace.  The  standards  may  be  a  bit  short  but  seem  otherwise  acceptable;  I  will 
have  to  keep  an  eye  on  them  for  rebloom.  After  I  made  the  cross  I  wondered  if 
it  might  not  be  a  rather  passe  effort,  but  I  was  interested  to  note  that  respecta¬ 
ble  numbers  of  registrations  are  still  coming  from  these  parents. 

Germination  this  year  was  better  than  last,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  the 
wide  variation  from  one  cross  to  the  next,  even  when  all  are  treated  the  same. 
The  best  performer  in  this  regard  was  a  plic  cross  with  27%  germination, 
second  best  was  a  cross  between  a  plic  and  a  half  plic  with  25%,  while  the 
poorest  record  was  in  a  cross  of  the  same  half  plic  with  one  of  my  own 
seedlings  with  5%.  The  seedling  that  was  a  parent  in  this  cross  came  from  a 
cross  that  was  itself  the  poorest  germinating  one  in  its  year  (1 1  %).  There  are 
definitely  genetic  differences  in  germinating  ability  with  plies  showing  an 
advantage,  as  has  often  been  noted. 

We  did  get  down  to  Melba  and  Jim  Hamblen's  place  ...  I  was  particularly 
interested  in  Melba’s  selected  group  of  pink/blue  bicolor  seedlings  as  this  is  a 
color  combo  I  have  been  working.  They  were  certainly  an  impressive  group — 
so  many  variations  on  a  single  theme,  yet  each  one  with  a  unique  personality 
all  its  own.  There  are  enough  gems  among  them  to  delight  anyone  who  enjoys 
this  color  class  for  years  to  come;  I  hope  that  most  of  them  will  be  introduced. 

I  have  grown  MANDOLIN  for  several  years  and  love  its  luscious  creamy 
apricot-orange  color,  but  for  me  it  blooms  at  the  top  of  the  stalk  and  the 
blossoms  (especially  the  standards)  have  all  the  substance  of  wet  Kleenex,  ff 
you  can  get  something  from  it  with  that  color  and  good  placement  and 
substance,  I  would  certainly  want  to  have  it.  FLAIR  has  always  been  a  good 
one  for  me — Carolyn  had  me  cross  it  with  BLUE  LUSTRE. 

Greg  Hastings,  Boulder,  CO:  I  have  heard  good  things  about  Plough’s 
BLACK  TORNADO.  I  have  decided  that  the  chance  of  getting  a  deeper  black 
by  just  crossing  two  blacks  must  be  negligible  so  I  have  decided  to  go  back  in 
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history  and  try  a  different  approach.  It  will  require  a  couple  of  extra  genera¬ 
tions  but  may  prove  worth  it.  I  got  the  material  this  year  but  will  have  to  see  it 
bloom  to  confirm  my  idea. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  had  previously  written  off  trying  to  hybridize  light  to  mid 
blues  because  I  did  not  think  that  I  could  compete  with  Schreiners’  long 
established  lines.  And  besides,  what  would  you  do  with  another  blue? 
Changed  my  mind  when  I  saw  the  seedlings  out  of  TIDE’S  IN.  Gorgeous.  A  lot 
of  very  nice  variation;  a  high  percentage  of  good  form  with  ruffles  that  could 
be  used  to  good  effect  with  neglectas,  amoenas  and  maybe  (because 
Schreiners  did  not  do  it)  the  light  lavenders  such  as  MARY  FRANCES  or 
BUBBLING  OVER  (a  MARY  FRANCES  child).  It  looks  like  TIDE'S  IN  will  be  a 
good  parent  for  anyone  who  wants  to  use  it. 

From  a  conversation  with  Joe  Gatty,  he  did  not  think  that  it  was  possible  to 
get  a  deeper  pink  by  continuing  to  cross  two  pinks.  He  had  not  seen  any 
improvement  in  color  depth  for  two  or  three  generations.  His  best  guess  was 
to  cross  a  pink  to  an  orange  and  start  line  breeding  again.  After  visiting 
George  Shoop’s  seedling  patch,  I  am  inclined  to  agree.  TODAY’S  FASHION 
(Shoop  ’82)  is  a  fair  example.  While  it  is  not  deeper,  it  is  much  richer.  It  is  still 
early  in  the  line  and  you  can  see  yellowy  orange  overtones  in  TODAY’S 
FASHION. 

According  to  Ghio,  SOAP  OPERA  passes  its  form  and  ruffles  on  to  its 
children  as  does  ENTOURAGE  to  a  lesser  extent.  I  had  heard  that  ENTOU¬ 
RAGE  would  clean  up  hafts,  but  from  what  I  have  seen  it  is  only  a  possibility. 
Certainly  it  did  not  make  them  worse. 

GIGOLO  (Keppel  ’84)  is  being  billed  as  a  breeding  break.  Ghio  numbered 
17  seedlings  out  of  a  hundred  from  a  cross  using  it.  He  said  this  about 
Keppel’s  seedling  patch:  “It  has  brought  such  brilliance  to  its  seedlings  that 
all  current  plicatas  on  the  market  appear  dull  and  lifeless  in  comparison.”  The 
best  was  a  cross  of  GIGOLO  X  RUSTIC  DANCE.  GIGOLO  gives  “glowing” 
grounds  of  salmon,  orange,  yellow-orange  and  bright  gold  and  one  had  an 
edge  of  “fire-red.” 

Speaking  of  reds  .  .  .  Terry  Aitken  crossed  MYSTIQUE  with  several  of  the 
Schreiner  reds.  One  of  the  things  he  got  was  a  nicely  ruffled  iris  with  a 
brownish  top  and  a  blue-violet  bottom.  The  pattern  occurred  several  times 
with  different  reds.  Terry  got  carried  away  that  year  and  crossed  MYSTIQUE 
with  everything  in  sight  (and  that  was  quite  a  bit).  Mostly  with  good  results. 

Rot  .  .  .  We  have  tried  several  cures.  Streptomycin  works  great  .  .  .for  a 
week  or  so,  then  it  seems  to  come  back  with  a  vengeance.  I  think  it  does  too 
good  a  job  and  leaves  a  total  vacuum.  Benomyl  seems  best  but  is  useless  if 
plants  are  dormant.  For  spot  work  I  usually  scrape  and  powder  with  sulphur.  I 
have  heard  cleanser  with  chlorine  works  fairly  well.  I  am  convinced  that 
frequent  cultivation  is  the  best  preventative.  Beds  I  have  that  were  cultivated 
every  two  or  three  weeks  are  virtually  rot  free;  exceptions  seem  to  be  related  to 
rebloom  and  injury.  I  also  soak  everything  with  benomyl  when  I  reset  and  all 
new  purchases  (30  minutes  submerged  at  80  degrees  F). 

Be  careful  with  crossing  golds  on  your  reds.  DENVER  MINT  may  be  a 
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special  case.  It  is  the  result  of  crossing  an  apricot  and  a  lavender-purple.  Note 
that  PONDEROSA  (lavender-brown)  was  created  by  crossing  DENVER  MINT 
and  MOON  RIVER  (pod  parent  of  NEW  MOON).  Jean  Witt  seems  to  think  that 
there  may  be  the  greatest  color  range  in  the  lemon  yellows,  i.e.  NEW  MOON, 
rather  than  the  golds.  Still,  it  is  worth  a  chance.  CATALYST  might  work,  or  a 
gold  with  pink  in  it.  (SAFFRON  ROBE  is  one  example  and  there  ought  to  be 
others). 

Standard  dwarf  bearded  seedling  bloom  was  very  nice.  One  probably  of 
introduction  quality,  three  or  four  worth  serious  consideration  and  thirty  or  so 
worth  keeping  for  further  work.  Biggest  shock  (or  learning  experience)  was 
that  our  average  seedling  was  slightly  better  than  the  average  SDB  available 
on  the  market.  If  you  take  into  consideration  that  we  are  not  that  smart  it  gives 
you  food  for  thought. 

I  started  my  program  to  try  and  enrich  the  gene  pool  of  the  SDBs  by 
crossing  pumilas  and  tails.  I  only  got  one  pod,  which  is  OK  since  I  just  want 
two  or  three  each  year.  Pumilas  are  a  lot  of  fun — bloom  right  after  or  with  the 
crocus.  They  are  cute  little  things  and  do  not  take  up  any  room.  Our  major 
problem  is  the  rain;  the  pumilas  stand  up  to  it  OK  but  the  pollen  does  not.  The 
biggest  benefit  is  that  we  can  now  play  with  the  iris  for  three  (sometimes  more) 
months.  Bloom  season  comes  earlier  (good  for  impatience). 

The  amoenas  have  gotten  to  a  point  now  that  they  are  throwing  all  kinds  of 
wild  colors.  At  Schreiners  I  fell  in  love  with  the  seedlings  out  of  BRISTO 
MAGIC.  The  real  gems  came  from  BRISTO  MAGIC  X  RINGO. 

Dorothy  Anderson,  Columbia,  MO:  I  got  my  seeds  planted,  watered  them 
and  left  them  on  the  shelf  of  my  plant  stand.  Before  I  knew  it  I  had  quite  a  few 
seedlings  up.  I  did  not  dare  put  them  out.  I  have  now  decided  that  what  has 
come  up  has  come  up  and  the  rest  will  probably  need  a  little  cold  to  break 
their  dormancy.  I  will  transplant  the  ones  that  have  grown  and  continue  to 
grow  them  under  lights  and  put  the  others  under  a  good  cover  of  leaves. 

Sigrid  Asmus,  Seattle,  WA:  I  get  the  idea  that  one  thing  to  go  for  is 
seedlings  of  one’s  own  that  perform  in  an  expected  way.  Jayne  Ritchie  has  a 
“minimizer,”  for  example,  which  reduces  large  SDBs  (too  tall,  leaves  too  fat, 
etc.).  She  keeps  charts  showing  what  progeny  of  each  cross  were  like.  She 
feels  that  iris  need  a  six-week  period  of  below-40-degree  weather  (sometimes 
difficult  here).  Her  germination  has  been  very  good,  just  in  tin  cans  on  the 
ground. 

Robert  Ward,  Little  Rock,  AR:  In  the  South  we  have  great  difficulty  with  the 
Verbena  Moth,  a  terrible  pest  that  attacks  the  developing  seed  pods  of  the 
Hexagonae  and  does  its  work  at  night.  I  put  fly-paper  out  at  night  on  one 
occasion  and  captured  three  moths.  Bathing  the  pod  in  Malathion  does  not 
end  the  invasion.  After  harvesting  the  pods,  a  six  hour  soaking  will  kill  some  of 
the  larvae,  but  never  does  get  them  all.  After  an  attack  of  insomnia  and  being 
kicked  in  the  head  by  a  small  butterfly,  I  called  a  chemist  friend  who  sug- 
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gested  using  a  soil  penetrant.  I  secured  a  quart  of  Aqua-Grow  and  after 
several  tests  discovered  that  one  gallon  of  water  with  one  teaspoon  of  Aqua- 
Grow  with  a  soak  of  two  hours  penetrated  the  corky  covering  and  disinte¬ 
grated  the  membrane  around  the  seed.  Four  hour  soaks  disintegrated  the 
corky  covering,  the  membrane  and  the  seed  itself  plus  all  living  tissue. 

Bill  Maryott,  San  Jose,  CA:  Albino  seedlings  are  common  in  bearded 
crosses.  I  get  about  5  or  10  each  year.  The  baby  seedlings  get  about  1  or  2 
inches  tall  and  then  cannot  form  chlorophyll  and  turn  completely  white  and 
die.  I  am  not  sure  why. 

Frankly,  I  think  the  best  two  Gibson  irises  to  date  are  QUEEN  IN  CALICO 
and  RUSTIC  DANCE.  Both  are  weak  and  with  only  fair  bud  counts,  but  are 
very  different.  I  have  been  breeding  with  ANON  and  ORANGE  PLUSFf  and 
also  get  exciting  plies  but  short  on  buds  and  vigor.  I  love  Ben  Hager’s  whites, 
(LEDA’S  LOVER,  WHITE  ELEPHANT,  ICE  SCULPTURE,  etc.),  John  Weiler’s 
oranges  are  rather  good,  with  FRESNO  FROLIC  the  best.  I  think  his  luminata 
called  STARLIT  BLUE  is  exceptional.  Joe  Ghio’s  first-year  seedlings  seem  to 
look  so  anemic  but  then  turn  into  the  proverbial  prince  when  grown  out 
correctly. 

Tom  Little,  Las  Cruces,  NM:  I  have  always  heard  that  “albino”  was  a  simple 
recessive,  so  both  parents  would  have  to  carry  the  gene  to  produce  albino 
seedlings. 


Mary  Dunn  Sdlg.  #M80-7380 
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In  the  News  . . . 


.  .  .  June  3,  1 986  .  .  .  Gracing  page  1  of  the  Omaha  World  Herald  is  a  color 
photograph  of  Wayne,  Nebraska  hybridizer  Roger  Nelson.  In  paragraph  2 
Roger  plugs  AIS  then  promptly  gets  down  to  the  business  of  discussing 
cultural  techniques. 

Roger’s  interest  in  irises  began  while  watching  his  grandparents  tend  iris 
beds.  This  first  class  article  featured  an  immaculate  garden  and  showplace 
along  with  its  talented  hybridizer/owner! 

.  .  .  The  September,  1986  issue  of  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Home  &  Garden 
Magazine  features  a  6  page  tour  of  Marie  Caillet’s  garden  of  Louisiana  irises. 

Lovely  Marie,  dressed  with  her  always-present  smile,  is  identified  in  bold 
type  as  “THE  IRIS  LADY”.  She  gives  due  recognition  to  the  Society  for 
Louisiana  Irises  on  page  85  .  .  .  and,  of  course,  speaks  for  AIS  and  local 
affiliate,  The  Iris  Society  of  Dallas. 

This  article  is  an  outrageously  classy  public  relations  masterpiece.  Our 
hats  off  as  a  truly  magnificent  “IRIS  LADY”  gets  her  standing  ovation!! 

.  .  .  June  1,  1985  .  .  .  Melody  Wilhoit  of  Kansas,  Illinois  graced  many 
newspapers  thanks  to  an  article  by  Associated  Press  writer  Robert  Lee 
Zimmer.  (Where  was  husband  Jerry?) 

Zimmer  covered  every  type  of  iris  from  a  miniature  dwarf  to  the  massive 
Louisianas.  (We  agree  that  2,000  varieties  in  one  iris  garden  IS  something  to 
write  about!!!) 

.  .  .  Last  spring  the  Cincinnati  Inquirer  zipped  a  reporter  to  the  garden  of 
George  and  Helen  Slade  in  Cynthiana,  Kentucky  for  more  good  news.  This 
reporter,  as  with  the  others,  asks  all  the  right  questions  that  the  gardening 
public  needs  to  know  .  .  .  and,  as  you  would  expect,  all  these  reporters  got 
perfect  answers!! 


These  articles  motivate  hoards  of  Americans  to  hop  in  their  autos  and  seek  out  these  lovely  and 
fascinating  backyard  spectacles.  Whenever  irises  are  publicized,  AIS  flourishes.  If  you  know  of  an 
outstanding  iris  collection  in  your  area,  RUN  to  your  phone  and  call  your  newspaper!  Most  are 
anxious  to  send  out  a  reporter/photographer  team  featuring  people  and  flowers. 
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INTERNATIONAL  COMPETITION  FOR  IRISES 

FLORENCE,  ITALY 

1987  Competition 


Premio  Firenze:  Gold  Florin 


Honorable  Mention 


1.  MISSY  YORKTOWNE 
(S.  Innerst,  USA) 


5.  KAREN  CHRISTINE 
(A.  Ensminger,  USA) 


Silver  Medal 

2.  BAHLOO  (R.  Caldwell,  Australia) 


6.  EVENING  VELVET 
(S.  Innerst,  USA) 


Silver  Plate 


7.  OLYMPIAD 


3.  STERLING  PRINCE 
(Innerst,  USA) 


(J.  Ghio,  USA) 


Silver  Medal 


8.  SLEIGHING  SONG 
(M.  Robinson,  USA) 


4.  SOGNO  D’ORO 
(G.  Boffano,  Italy) 


9.  PALACE  GOSSIP 


(B.  Blyth,  Australia) 


10.  ALPINE  JOURNEY 
(B.  Blyth,  Australia) 


Special  Prizes 


Premio  Regione  Toscana,  for  the  hybridizers  with  the  most  winning 
varieties  in  the  top  awards:  Sterling  Innerst,  USA 

Premio  Comune  di  Firenze,  for  the  best  red:  RED  TRAIL  (Mrs.  A.  Wintle, 
England) 

Coppa  Camera  di  Commercio,  for  the  most  commercial  variety:  ALPINE 
JOURNEY  (B.  Blyth,  Australia) 

Coppa  Louise  Branch,  for  the  variety  with  the  best  branching:  MISSY 
YORKTOWNE  (S.  Innerst,  USA) 

Coppa  Amici  Dei  Fiori,  for  the  best  Italian  variety:  SOGNO  D’ORO  (  G. 
Boffano,  Italy) 

Coppa  Alba  Balbi  Valier,  for  the  best  pink:  LADY  BE  GOOD  (M.  Robinson, 
USA) 

Coppa  Piaggio,  for  the  best  early  variety:  MOMENTUM  (M.  Dunn,  USA) 

Coppa  Garden  Club  di  Firenze,  for  the  most  original  color:  KAREN 
CHRISTINE  (A.  Ensminger,  USA) 

Coppa  Garden  Club  di  Perugia,  for  the  most  fragrant  variety:  SLEIGHING 
SONG  (M.  Robinson,  USA) 

Coppa  Garden  Club  di  Grosseto,  for  the  best  garden  variety:  BAHLOO  (R. 
Caldwell,  Australia) 

Silver  Medal  L.  Bausi,  for  the  best  iris  in  the  garden  during  the  past  three 
years:  MORWENNA  (R.  Nichol,  England) 

1986  Prize 

Coppa  del  Garden  Club  di  Arezzo,  for  the  best  late  variety:  PRECIS 
(W.E.  Jones,  USA) 
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Midwest  Survival 

Mary  Ferguson,  Nebraska 

When  Editor  Phil  Williams  asked  metowritethisarticle,  I  typed  a  survey  and 
mailed  it  to  growers  in  different  areas  of  the  Midwest  asking  for  their  experi¬ 
ences,  ideas  and  opinions.  I  am  using  these  as  a  basis  for  this  article.  A 
grateful  thank  you  to  each  of  you  that  responded. 

North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska  and  Kansas  are  sibling  extensions 
of  the  rich  farm  lands  of  Minnesota,  Iowa  and  Missouri  (all  an  essential  part  of 
Middle  America).  This  is  the  heart  of  the  country! !  Geographically,  politically 
and  socially  the  entire  area  has  a  definite  rural  charm  as  well  as  an  extreme 
blend  of  soil  types  and  climatic  conditions.  We  who  live  in  this  “bread  basket 
of  the  world”  tend  to  keep  one  eye  on  the  horizon  because  in  this  land  of  open 
spaces  and  wailing  winds,  we  never  know  when  we  will  look  up  and  see 
disaster  coming.  Hailstorms  can  tear  a  garden  to  pieces  in  minutes,  blizzards 
can  leave  you  stranded  for  days,  tornadoes  rip  up  whole  farms  by  the  roots 
and  blast  them  into  the  next  county,  and  drought  seems  to  last  forever.  Winters 
are  severely  cold  while  summers  are  hot  and  dry,  but  the  past  few  years  have 
been  unstable.  As  Edna  Moss  of  Moville,  Iowa  put  it:  “The  seasons  appear  to 
be  mixed  up — April  in  January,  May  in  March,  and  August  in  June.” 

Has  this  an  effect  on  the  iris?  Many  growers  blame  plant  damage  (rot,  short 
bloom  stalks,  and  fewer  and  smaller  blooms)  on  premature  warm  spells  in 
January  and  February  followed  by  guick,  very  cold  spells.  Mickey  Schliefert 
Anson  of  Murdock,  Nebraska  writes:  “I  cringe  when  I  hear  T  V  news/weather 
personalities  brag  about  the  ‘good’  weather  in  January  and  February.” 

Les  Hildebrandt  of  Lexington,  Nebraska,  thinks  that  a  very  cold  November 
after  a  warm  October  is  as  damaging  as  the  early  spring  cold  spells.  A  bed  of 
his  Aril-breds  with  one  and  two  year  plants  was  all  mulched:  he  had  no  loss  of 
plants  and  had  good  bloom.  A  two-year  plant  not  mulched  lost  most  of  the 
bloom  and  had  some  rot.  Chuck  and  Signey  Claussen  of  Sioux  Falls,  South 
Dakota  have  always  covered  their  plants  with  prairie  hay  and  have  had  little 
damage  or  bloom  loss  in  their  gardens.  Generally  speaking,  well-mulched 
iris  have  little  or  no  damage  and  the  most  popular  plant  cover  is  prairie  hay. 

Climatic  changes  occur  from  age  to  age.  We  can  depend  on  it!  When 
asked  about  possible  climatic  changes  occurring,  Tom  and  Bev  Tingley  of 
Omaha  thought  the  winters  seem  to  be  getting  warmer  and  shorter.  Betty 
Heier  of  Wayne,  Nebraska,  answered:  “It’s  happening;  consider  that  1986 
and  1987  were  completely  different  than  30  years  ago.”  Both  Doris  Jensen  of 
Omaha  and  Marti  Woods  of  Dodge  City,  Kansas,  mentioned  less  moisture  in 
winter.  (Less  snowfall  has  taken  the  severity  out  of  winter.)  Mickey  Schliefert 
Anson  also  puts  prairie  hay  on  her  iris  over  the  Thanksgiving  weekend. 
Recent  changes  in  the  weather  taught  her  to  begin  as  early  as  the  first  week  in 
October!  Don  Peterson  of  Columbus,  Nebraska  thinks  there  may  be  a  cyclic 
change  but  there  is  little  known  about  such  periods  during  the  past  twenty- 
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five  years.  One  thing  is  for  sure — it  is  more  windy  during  the  bloom  season 
and  there  are  many  stalks  to  be  staked. 

This  year  in  Nebraska  the  bloom  season  for  dwarfs  and  medians  was 
exceptional.  It  started  early  and  due  to  the  mild  weather  the  blooms  held  well. 
The  tall  beardeds  were  two  weeks  early.  It  was  so  very  hot  and  dry  the  season 
was  over  very  quickly.  In  contrast  to  much  of  the  climatic  conditions  here  in 
Mid-America,  an  iris  friend  in  East  Germany  who  is  also  experiencing  weather 
changes  (but  quite  different  from  ours)  writes,  “Here  the  winter  did  not  want  to 
retreat  at  all,  and  until  mid-March  it  had  been  unusually  cold.  On  the  other 
hand,  April  was  very  nice  and  there  was  a  lot  of  sunshine.  Since  the  beginning 
of  May  up  to  now  we  have  gotten  an  almost  uninterrupted  spell  of  unsteady 
and  cool  weather.  The  sun  indeed  has  made  itself  scarce,  and  the  first  half  of 
June  was  too  cold  and  rainy.  The  irises  had  quite  well  survived  this  winter 
which  was  the  third  severe  one  in  a  row.  Much  snow  covered  the  ground,  and 
in  addition  I  protected  the  new  varieties  with  spruce  twigs.  In  May  the  dwarfs 
and  intermediates  flowered  beautifully.  In  my  garden  I  primarily  grow  tall 
bearded  and  their  bloom  started  in  the  first  week  of  June — one  week  later 
than  in  previous  years.  All  in  all  this  year’s  iris  bloom  was  not  as  smashing  as 
that  in  1986.  Obviously  because  of  the  weather.” 

Back  in  Mid-America,  the  all-around  best  performer  for  1986-1987  (se¬ 
lected  by  growers  who  responded  to  the  survey)  was  AZ  AP  (Ensminger 
’80),  a  lovely  colbalt  and  gentian-blue  variegated  Intermediate  Bearded.  In 
the  Tall  Bearded  class,  best  performer  in  1 986  was  CHARISMA  (Blocher  76), 
followed  by  TRES  ELEGANTE  (Michel  79),  and  STEPPING  OUT  (Schreiners 
’64).  Other  good  performers:  JESSE’S  SONG  (Williamson  ’83),  PARADISE 
(Gatty  ’80),  SUPERSTITION  (Schreiners  77),  and  SWAZI  PRINCESS 
(Schreiner’s  78). 

GLORY  BOUND  (Nelson  78)  took  top  honors  for  best  performer  in  1987 
(second  place  to  CHARISMA)  followed  by  PISTOL  (Claussen  ’83),  STEPPING 
OUT  (Schreiners  ’64)  and  SWAZI  PRINCESS  (Schreiners  78).  Others  receiv¬ 
ing  multiple  votes:  BEVERLY  SILLS  (Hager  79),  HEY  BOY  (Claussen  ’82), 
LEMON  PIPER  (Nelson  ’85),  LOVE  IS  (Hamblen  ’69),  MARY  FRANCES 
(Goulter  73),  ODESSEY  (Babson  70),  SHAHROK  MAHROKI  (Ensminger 
’81),  SUPERSTITION  (Schreiner’s  77)  and  TULIP  FESTIVAL  (Clough  75) 

If  it  were  possible  to  breed  iris  specifically  for  Midwest  conditions,  most  of 
the  folks  surveyed  noted  hardiness,  dependable  bloom,  vigor,  shorter  and 
sturdier  stalks,  flower  substance  to  withstand  wind  and  rain,  rot  resistance, 
minimum  of  two  to  three  buds  per  socket  and  some  “later  bloomers”. 

This  survey  was  informative  and  useful.  I  am  delighted  with  the  (approx¬ 
imately  75%)  response.  Based  on  this  preliminary  and  informal  survey,  a  more 
comprehensive  and  regional  canvass  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  Irisarians 
everywhere.  It  would  provide  a  means  for  valuable  experience  to  be  shared 
throughout  the  Iris  Community. 


69 


From  Around  the  World 


•  •  • 


The  Terada’s  from  Japan. 


Jack  and  Irene  Grint  from  England. 


Lillian  Gristwood  from  New  York. 


Barney  and  Emma  Hobbs 
from  Indiana. 
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The  Iris  World  Revisited 

Lynn  F.  Markham,  Massachusetts 

Peter  and  I  have  been  more  or  less  “out  of  irises”  for  a  period  of  fifteen  to 
twenty  years,  during  which  time  the  gardens  went  completely  to  pot.  When  a 
reclamation  project  was  begun,  only  a  few  of  our  named  variety  collection, 
and  fewer  still  of  our  numbered  seedlings,  had  survived  the  neglect.  This 
place  tries  hard  to  be  wild,  and  the  meadow  grass,  witch  grass,  wild  rose 
seedlings,  vetch,  bindweed  and  blackberry  brambles  had  taken  their  toll. 
Hats  off,  of  course,  to  those  that  persisted.  Many  of  them  have  earned  a 
permanent  place  here  by  their  efforts. 

When  we  began  to  refurbish,  a  fair  number  of  recent  varieties  were  ac¬ 
quired — some  as  possibilities  to  fit  into  a  hybridizing  program,  others  out  of 
curiosity.  And  of  course  the  inevitable  extras  came  along  with  the  orders.  The 
result  was  an  opportunity  to  compare  some  good  older  varieties  (many  of 
which  most  of  you  don’t  grow  any  more)  with  the  “latest  and  the  greatest”. 

It  seems  that  generally,  the  TBs  are  bigger  and  taller,  but  not  necessarily 
better.  They  have  also  become  more  highly  decorated  (intense  ruffling  and 
lace),  but  sometimes  true  basic  iris  form  has  suffered  as  a  result.  I  won't  cite 
any  horrible  examples,  but  there  surely  are  some!  Decoration  is  nice,  but  you 
need  a  good  basic  shape  to  decorate!  You  can  take  a  poorly  shaped 
Christmas  tree  and  cover  it  so  completely  with  ornaments  that  all  you  can  see 
is  the  ornaments,  and  that’s  a  fine  solution  for  a  problem  Christmas  tree,  but 
not  so  fine  for  a  plant  that’s  apt  to  be  used  for  breeding.  If  the  progeny  emerge 
less  decorated,  it  will  become  painfully  apparent  that  the  genetic  material  for 
shape  has  been  lost  in  the  shuffle,  and  it  will  be  a  huge  task  to  get  it  back. 

Two  fine  recent  things  are  exceptions  to  prove  the  above  rule.  WIN- 
TERSCAPE  (McWhirter  ’85)  is  a  huge,  heavy-substanced  reverse  bitone  in 
pale  blue-lavender  with  a  blue  beard,  on  a  proportionally  tall  and  heavy  stalk. 
The  flower  is  the  quintessence  of  ruffling — the  buds  literally  fat  with  frills,  the 
huge  flowers  quilted  in  texture  with  edges  so  tightly  ruffled  that  I  doubt 
another  curve  would  fit  on  the  flower.  However,  the  basic  form  of  the  flower  is 
excellent,  with  closed  standards  and  well-proportioned,  wide  and  semi- 
flaring  falls.  The  thing  is  truly  a  reflection  of  its  fine  pedigree,  which  reads  like  a 
“Who’s  Who”  of  New  England  irises,  including  Eleanor’s  Pride,  Beth  Corey, 
Cup  Race  and  Concord  Town.  Another  goody  is  Nate  Rudolph’s  GOLDEN 
SURREY  (1985).  This  one  is  intensely  laced,  but  again,  with  the  decoration 
applied  to  a  very  well-shaped  blossom  with  extremely  heavy  substance.  It  is 
antique  gold,  with  a  lighter  area  under  a  thick  gold  beard  flushed  purple  at  the 
bases  of  the  beard  hairs.  An  excellent  novelty,  descended  from  Nate’s  PINK 
SLEIGH,  and  reminiscent  of  it  in  form. 

I  think  the  red-brown/purple/black  group  has  seen  more  improvement  than 
most  color  classes,  (perhaps  because  there  was  more  room  for  improve¬ 
ment?).  They  have  come  a  long  way  for  smoothness  of  color,  height  and 
strength  of  stem  (you  may  remember  how  Black  Swan  used  to  fall  down  with 
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great  regularity),  form  and  substance.  They  are  not  (yet)  laced,  and  frankly  I’m 
not  sure  they  ought  to  be,  for  the  same  reason  that  in  fabrics,  satin  and  velvet 
provide  the  best  surfaces  to  display  the  rich,  dark  colors,  including  black, 
while  lace  just  doesn’t  “shine”  enough.  More  and  tighter  ruffling  would  be 
nice,  and  is  turning  up  in  the  true  purples  and  red  blends  (Ken  Waite’s  POPS 
CONCERT  and  LORD  JEFF  (ca.  1980);  Bob  Brown’s  MAROON  VELVET 
(1985);  Schreiner’s  MIDNIGHT  HOUR  (1983)).  There  seems  to  be  less  frill  as 
you  approach  true  black.  Fred  Gadd’s  GARNET  SPORT  (1980),  a  red-black 
bitone  with  mustard  beard,  is  very  pleasing  but  with  only  a  suggestion  of 
ruffling.  Schreiner’s  BLACK  DRAGON  (1982)  has  very  light  ruffling,  is  a  fairly 
intense  near-black  and  an  attractive  flower.  But  the  blackest  I’ve  seen, 
Plough’s  INTERPOL  (1973),  is  almost  unadorned — and  by  the  way,  a  very 
well-formed  flower  not  in  desperate  need  of  adornment.  If  this  class  (or  these 
classes,  if  you  care  to  get  technical)  has  an  ongoing  problem  (other  than  the 
fact  that  true  red  would  require  a  fortunate  mutation),  it’s  in  the  bud-count 
department.  Most  of  them,  even  the  best  ones,  are  high  branched  (notable 
exception,  LORD  JEFF)  and  have  few  buds  per  socket.  The  trouble  is  in  the 
genetic  material  from  which  these  colors  are  derived,  but  is  not  unsurmounta- 
ble,  and  I  wonder  if  anyone  out  there  has  taken  the  plunge  to  outcross  wildly 
for  these  qualities  and  then  patiently  line-breed  the  color  back  in. 

Seems  to  me  no  one  is  doing  a  great  deal  with  my  favorite  subject,  the  BB 
class.  Buckles’  BROWN  LASSO  is  a  creditable  exception,  but  that  goes  back 
to  1 975.  There  are  valid  reasons  for  the  death  of  good  BBs,  including  the  fact 
that  the  class  could  use  a  full  revision  of  its  standard  (and  I  could  go  on  at 
length  on  that  subject,  but  not  here  and  now). 

And  so  to  some  general  observations.  WINTER  WHITE  (Bob  Brown  ’85)  is  a 
nice  pure  white,  huge  and  ruffled.  But  appropos  of  what  I  said  about  bigger, 
not  necessarily  better.  I  can’t  say  I’d  prefer  it  in  the  garden  over  CUP  RACE 
(Buttrick  ’63),  which  performs  well  and  is  better  in  form,  although  not  as  large, 
or  CARRARA  MARBLE  (Sheaff  70),  which  although  it  does  not  grow  par¬ 
ticularly  tall,  is  one  of  the  most  perfectly  formed  pure  whites  I  have  ever  grown, 
with  starchy  substance,  crisp  ruffling  all  around  and  a  stardust  finish  which  it 
owes  to  its  pod  parent,  GALILEE.  PLUM  NEWS  (Rudolph  ’85)  is  a  very  pretty 
novelty  with  horizontally  flaring  form,  a  plum  purple  blend  with  lighter  area 
under  a  yellow  beard  tipped  blue-  purple;  and  BIMINI  (Bob  Brown  ’85)  is  also 
different,  a  cool  iavender  with  nice  shape,  lightly  ruffled,  sporting  plum  purple 
hafts  and  a  pale  yellow  beard  tipped  white.  It’s  a  good  deal  less  garish  than 
the  description  sounds.  Both  of  these  have  the  plus  quality  (for  me)  of  not 
looking  just  like  some  ’60s  iris  nobody  grows  any  more.  CYCLES  (McWhirter 
’86)  is  a  nice  blue-lavendar  plicata,  with  markings  that  are  more  “washed” 
than  actually  plicate.  If  I  had  a  quarrel  with  it,  it  would  be  that  I  am  still  growing 
the  similarly  colored  BLUE  PETTICOATS  (Schreiner  ’65),  which  is  far  more 
distinctive  in  form  and  has  a  really  elegant  blue  beard.  BLUE  PETTICOATS 
never  hit  the  top  of  the  charts  as  did  STEPPING  OUT  (which  I  also  still  grow), 
but  I  always  secretly  liked  it  better.  As  to  pinks  and  blues,  I  haven’t  bought  any 
new  ones.  VANITY  is  still  lovely,  and  I  am  still  growing  BABBLING  BROOK,  as 
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well  as  a  blue  seedling  from  it  which  is  taller,  but  so  similarthat  it  would  be  folly 
to  name  it. 

Which  brings  me  to  my  parting  shot.  I  seriously  wonderif  I  would  be  naming 
and  introducing  that  blue  seedling,  if  I  were  not  still  growing  its  parents. 
Certainly  I  would  be  less  acutely  aware  that  although  it  is  a  fine  iris,  it  is  neither 
enough  different  nor  enough  better  to  go  to  market.  The  same  goes  for  a  very 
nice  white  BB  seedling  of  my  ANGEL  FEATHERS  (1973).  Aside  from  the  fact 
that  it  performs  a  bit  better  than  its  parent,  it’s  so  like  it  that  its  name  would 
have  to  be  FEATHERS  AGAIN.  But  if  I  were  not  still  growing  “Feathers”,  I  could 
be  looking  at  this  seedling  as  introduction  material.  One  more  example:  I 
bloomed  MOONLIGHT  LADY  (McWhirter  ’85),  a  nice  blue  bitone,  last  year. 
But  it  isn’t  nice  enough,  really — not  when  your  frame  of  reference  still  includes 
clear  pictures  of  WHOLE  CLOTH  and  its  several  blue  bitone  derivatives  that 
were  around  in  the  '60s.  I  had  several  nice  blue  bitone  seedlings  back  then 
from  a  cross  of  Rippling  Waters  X  Whole  Cloth  and  didn’t  introduce  any  of 
them.  I  guess  the  message  is,  are  we  too  quick  to  discard  the  old  for  the  new? 
Space  is  a  chronic  problem,  of  course,  and  we  want  to  see  the  new  ones.  But 
when  we  discard  the  source  material  too  quickly,  we  lay  ourselves  wide  open 
to  kidding  ourselves  into  believing  that  what  we’re  producing  is  different  and/ 
or  better,  when  in  truth  it  may  not  be,  which  would  be  readily  apparent  if  only 
we  still  had  the  similar  oldies  to  compare  with.  It’s  to  think  about,  for  sure. 

(Submitted  for  publication  by  Kenneth  &  Agnes  Waite,  Massachusetts) 


L  to  R:  Chandler  and  Elaine  Fulton  (MA),  Edith  Stedman  (MO), 
Dorothy  Willott  (OH)  and  Jess  Quintana  (MO). 
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Vouth  Views 

Catherine  Long  Gates 


Youth  Contest  Rules 

Please  nomimate  an  AIS  youth  member  who  is  active  in  any  of  the  following 
areas: 

She/He  grows  a  very  fine  garden  of  their  own. 

She/He  is  an  active  hybridizer. 

She/He  has  contributed  to  an  iris  publication. 

She/He  has  helped  an  iris  organization  thru  a  committee  or  activity. 

She/He  visits  local  gardens. 

She/He  has  attended  regional/national  conventions. 

She/He  is  studying  to  become  or  is  already  an  AIS  judge. 

She/He  has  promoted  iris  and/or  AIS  to  others. 

She/He  has  found  new  AIS  members. 

She/He  competes  enthusiastically  in  shows. 

She/He  is  involved  in  scientific  experiments  with  irises. 

She/He  is  interested  in  Irises  other  than  TBs. 

She/He  shows  leadership. 

The  rules  are  simple.  Any  AIS  member  may  nominate  any  AIS  youth 
member.  Entries  must  be  in  writing,  including  the  name  and  age  of  the  youth 
member  and  mailed  to  Catherine  Gates  by  January  31,  1988.  The  youth 
committee  will  code  the  entries  to  conceal  identities  and  send  them  to  a 
carefully  selected  panel  of  judges.  Awards  will  be  presented  at  the  National 
Convention  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Tips  to  Nominators  .  .  .  Please  use  the  activity  list  above  as  an  outline  for 
your  nomination,  elaborating  on  each  area  that  applies  to  your  nominee.  Feel 
free  to  add  anything  not  covered  in  the  list,  especially  those  qualities  that 
make  your  nominee  special.  Take  as  much  care  and  consideration  as  possi¬ 
ble  in  preparing  your  nomination.  How  well  you  present  your  nominee  to  the 
judges  can  influence  the  outcome. 

Iris  of  the  Future  Contest 

Thank  goodness  there  are  a  few  visionaries  in  our  ranks.  Hybridizers  had 
best  get  their  pollinating  skills  in  high  gear  if  they  hope  to  match  the  desires  of 
these  three  winners  in  the  Iris  of  the  Future  contest. 
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The  winner  in  the  “most  youthful”  category  is  Andrea  Johnson  from  Spar¬ 
tanburg,  South  Carolina.  Andrea  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Piedmont 
Carolina  Iris  Society  and  has  contributed  to  their  youth  newsletter.  In  2006, 
when  Andrea  is  30  years  young,  this  is  the  iris  she  wants  to  see:  “My  iris  of  the 
future  is  a  tall  bearded  green  piicata  with  green  beards  and  with  a  flush  of 
green  in  the  throat.  The  falls  should  flare  and  the  standards  should  be  domed. 
The  flower  should  not  be  laced,  but  heavily  ruffled.  The  flower  should  be  nice, 
in  good  proportion  to  the  bloomstalk,  and  should  also  stay  open  for  at  least  a 
week.  The  stalk  should  have  three  branches  with  three  buds  and  be  36"-38" 
tall.  I  want  it  to  multiply  vigorously  and  grow  in  all  parts  of  the  U.S.  The  iris  will 
be  poisonous  to  iris  borers!  The  iris  also  better  fight  rot!” 

Eighteen  year  old  Gregg  Tepper  of  Chelsea,  Pennsylvania  is  the  winner  in 
the  next  age  group.  Gregg  is  hybridizing  some  “iris  of  the  future”  on  his  own 
and  hopes  to  study  floriculture  and  ornamental  horticulture  at  college.  Among 
his  many  interests  is  drawing  and  he  included  a  great  sketch  of  his  “future 
iris.”  As  he  describes  it:  “It  is  a  yellowish/orange  with  a  red  beard.  It  has  heavy 
fragrance  and  horns.  There  are  8-9  buds  to  a  stalk.  It  has  very  lacy  and  ruffled 
large  blooms.  The  rhizome  resists  disease,  yet  rot  is  unfortunately  more 
prevalent.  It  can  grow  in  a  wide  variety  of  areas  from  the  Sunbelt  to  Upper 
Alaska.  It  has  almost  evergreen  foliage.” 

The  winner  in  the  over  eighteen  category  is  Margaret  Woods.  Margaret  lives 
in  Oklahoma  City  where  she  is  the  curator  of  the  Museum  of  the  Unassigned 
Lands.  Her  interest  in  iris  was  sparked  by  her  college  professor,  hybridizer  Dr. 
William  Jones.  Here  is  Margaret’s  entry:  “Iris  growers  of  2006  will  have  a  new 
iris  to  grace  their  gardens  which  will  combine  the  best  traits  of  Iris 
foetidissima  and  today’s  tall  bearded  iris.  It  will  be  called  Gladwyn  Bearded. 
The  Gladwyn  Bearded  (GB)  iris  will  combine  the  beautiful  spring  blossoms  of 
our  TB  iris  with  the  colorful  fall  seedpod  displays  and  sword  shaped  ever¬ 
green  foliage  of  I.  foetidissima.  The  criteria  for  the  I.  foetidissima  parents  will 
be  fertility  and  the  ability  of  the  stem  to  support  its  seedpod  display  without 
having  to  be  staked.  Tall  bearded  iris  parents  will  be  chosen  for  their  color, 
blossom  shape  and  tendency  of  the  petals  to  ruffle.  The  offspring  with  the 
most  attractive  blossoms  and  strongest  stems  supporting  their  fall  seed  pod 
displays  will  be  chosen  for  use  in  future  crosses.  By  repeated  crossing 
hybridizers  will  develop  an  iris  of  year  ’round  beauty.” 

Thanks  to  all  the  contestants  for  sharing  their  view  of  the  future  with  us.  This 
winter  let  your  thoughts  wander  a  bit  in  the  iris  garden  of  the  future. 

OCTOBER  BULLETIN  ADVERTISERS 


Barb  Wright’s  Iris . 83 

Evergreen  Labels . 70 

Iris  Society  of  Australia . 87 

Schultz  Company . 84 

Sooner  State  Iris  Society . 37 

Commercial  Directory . 88 
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In  the  Bruner  Garden. 

American  Iris  Society  Conventions 

1988 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

May  3-7 

1989 

Memphis,  TN 

April  29-May  3 

1990 

Omaha,  NE 

May  27-31 

1991 

Washington,  DC 

May  18-22 

1992 

Atlanta,  GA 

April  28-May  2 

1993 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

April  25-30 

1994 

1995 

Pennsylvania 
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GIFTS  TO  THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 

January  9,  1 987  to  July  11,1 987 


MEMORIAL  GIFTS  FOR: 

DAISY  BENNIE  (CAP) 

San  Fernando  Valley  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

DWIGHT  BOOTH  (OR) 

The  Greater  Portland  Iris  Society 
(OR) 

LUCIENNE  BROOKS  (CA) 

San  Diego-Imperial  Counties  Iris 
Society,  Inc.  (CA) 

Inland  Iris  Society  (CA 
Ray  and  Janice  Chesnik  (CA) 
CHARLOTTE  A.  BUSHEY  (WA) 
Deane  R.  Wood  (WA) 

Helen  Dudley  (WA) 

MRS.  MARJORIE  BUTTON  (KS) 
Wichita  Area  Iris  Club  (KS) 

JEAN  COLLINS  (NZ) 

Ray  and  Janice  Chesnik  (CA) 
WILLIAM  H.  COOPER  (NY) 

Elsie  B.  McGarvey  (AR) 

DONALD  R.  DENNEY  (CA) 

Inalnd  iris  Society  (CA) 

Mrs.  H.R.  Hensel  (OK) 

MRS.  RUTH  E.  EBY  (IN) 

Wichita  Area  Iris  Club  (KS) 
FRANCES  EDWARD  (IN) 

Indiana  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 
E.T.  EGGEBRECHT  (TX) 

Waco  Iris  Society  (TX) 

RUDI  FUCHS  (TX) 

Mrs.  H.R.  Hensel  (OK) 

CECIL  M.  GARNER  (TX) 

Waco  Iris  Society  (TX) 

MRS.  OLIVIA  GERLAND  (TX) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.J.  Behrendt  (TX) 
JOHN  GRIFFIN  (SD) 

Loretta  E.  Bradfelt  (AZ) 

Tom  Tingley  (NE) 

IRA  GUTHRIE  (CA) 

Monterey  Bay  Iris  Society  (CA) 
LEAH  HATHAWAY  (TX) 

Sue  and  Jim  Keefe  (TX) 


ALVA  J.  HICKERSON  (OK) 

Mrs.  H.R.  Hensel  (OK) 

WILLIAM  CHRISTOPHER  HUGHES 
(CA) 

Seguoia  Iris  Society  (CA) 

HELEN  INGLE  (CA)  ‘ 

Sequoia  Iris  Society  (CA) 

MARY  HELEN  JARRELL  (KS) 

Elvan  and  Pauline  Roderick  (MO) 
Wichita  Area  Iris  Club  (KS) 

MARY  A.  KEPPEL  (CA) 

Mrs.  H.R.  Hensel  (OK) 

FREDA  McNEEL  (CA) 

San  Diego-Imperial  Counties  Iris 
Society,  Inc.  (CA) 

DOUGLAS  PADRICK  (IN) 

Mary  M.  Padrick  (IN) 

Indiana  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 
DOROTHY  PALMER  (MO) 

Elvan  and  Pauline  Roderick 
ROBERT  PLOTT  (CA) 

San  Diego-Imperial  Counties  Iris 
Society,  Inc.  (CA) 

ZELNE  QUIGLEY  (OR) 

The  Greater  Portland  Iris  Society 
(OR) 

MRS.  VERNA  ROSS  (TN) 

Memphis  Area  Iris  Society  (TN) 
NEVA  SEXTON  (CA) 

Mrs.  H.R.  Hensel  (OK) 

DAVID  SINDT  (IL) 

Mary  Duvall  (MN) 

Bennett  and  Evelyn  Jones  (OR) 
LEE  SMITH  (TN) 

The  West  Tenn.  Iris  Society  (TN) 
MRS.  PEARL  STOCKINGER  (Wl) 
The  Fond  Du  Lac  Iris  Society  (Wl) 
ELSIE  ZUERCHER  (IN) 

Indiana  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 

OTHER  GIFTS: 

FOR  COMPUTER  FUND 
Region  14,  AIS  (CA) 
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Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

The  Pointe  at  Tapatio  Cliffs,  Phoenix,  Arizona  April  14  &  15,  1987 

The  regular  spring  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Iris  Society  was  called  to 
order  at  2:00  pm,  Tuesday,  April  14,  1987,  by  President  Rasmussen.  Attending  this  and  other 
sessions  of  the  meeting  were  President  Rasmussen;  Immediate  Past  President  Mullin;  past  presi¬ 
dent  Stahly;  First  Vice  President  K.  Waite;  Secretary  J.  Stayer;  Treasurer  Thoolen;  Guest  Editor 
Nichols;  Recording  Secretary  Barr;  Directors  Copeland,  Corlew,  Crick,  Gates,  Flobbs,  W  Machulak 
and  Rockwell;  Committee  Chairmen  Harder,  B.  Jones,  McEwen,  Rice  and  Shockey;  A.I.S.  Founda¬ 
tion  Trustee  Holloway;  Photo  Coordinator  Anning;  RVPs  A.  Waite  (1),  Burke  (2),  L.  Miller  (6),  A. 
Machulak  (8),  Deegan  (10),  Ames  (12),  Erickson  (14),  Laurin  (16),  Howard  (17),  Noe  (19),  Claussen 
(21)  and  L.  Stayer  (22);  Asst.  RVPs  Wilder  (5)  and  Christlieb  (18);  RVP  representative  Walsh  (4); 
Section  representative  John  (SIS);  and  guests  Gristwood  (2),  A.  Cronin,  L  Cronin,  DeHaan,  R.  Miller 
and  Starkey  (6),  Vogt  (7),  Koza  (8),  E.  Jones  (13),  Dunn  (14),  Fenner  (16),  W.  Wiekhorst  and  V. 
Wiekhorst  (20),  I.  Shockey  (23),  B.  Burch,  J.  Burch  and  B.  Miller  (24)  and  E.  Schantz,  of  Phoenix. 

President  Rasmussen  introduced  Convention  Chairman  Bobbie  Shepard,  who  spoke  briefly, 
welcoming  convention  guests. 

President  Rasmussen  then  welcomed  all  present,  reminding  them  that  while  only  Board  mem¬ 
bers  may  vote,  anyone  may  speak  and  visitors  to  the  meeting  are  encouraged  to  do  so. 

The  minutes  of  the  fall  Board  meeting  in  Tulsa,  OK,  were  approved  as  published  in  Bulletin  No. 
264  with  the  following  corrections:  1)  p.  79,  last  paragraph,  2nd  and  3rd  sentences,  change  to, 
“New  mailing  envelopes  will  need  to  be  printed  with  a  new  mailing  permit  imprint  as  directed  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  in  San  Jose.  Resulting  savings  would  be  almost  enough  .  .  "  2)  p.  80,  add  to  the 

report  of  Affiliates  Chairman  Copeland  that  the  renewal  date  of  affiliation  has  been  changed  from 
January  1  to  February  1 ,  and  that  the  list  of  approved  Affiliates  will  be  published  in  the  July  issue  of 
the  Bulletin  instead  of  in  the  April  issue;  3)  p.  82,  paragraph  beginning,  “Public  Relations  Chairman 
.  .  .  third  line,  change  to  read,  "last  year’s  calendars:  $5.00  each,  or  $2.50  each  for  10  or  more 
.  .  4)  p.  85,  sixth  paragraph,  second  line,  change  to  read  "...  Ramsey  as  Membership 
Secretary,  .  .  5)  p.  86,  top  of  page,  after  “Honorary  Awards:  Mullin”  list  "Judges  Handbook 
Revision:  Williams”. 

Rasmussen  asked  for  approval  of  the  appointments  of  Terry  Aitken  as  Guest  Editor  of  the  July 
Bulletin  and  Phillip  Williams  as  Guest  Editor  of  the  October  Bulletin.  Rockwell  so  moved,  Barr 
seconded.  The  motion  passed. 

Rasmussen  then  reported  on  a  letter  received  from  Professor  Sergio  Orsi,  of  Florence,  Italy,  newly 
elected  president  of  the  Societa’  Italiana  Dell'lris.  This  letter  had  been  sent  to  the  presidents  of  ten 
other  iris  societies  around  the  world,  also,  with  the  hope  that  there  could  be  some  mutual  exchange 
and  cooperation  among  the  various  societies  and  that  perhaps  one  day  there  might  be  an 
International  Iris  Association. 

The  president  has  forwarded  to  Exhibitions  Committee  Chairman  Hobbs  an  article  sent  to  him 
about  guidelines  for  presenting  an  iris  show.  This  material  may  be  used  to  help  new  clubs  in 
presenting  a  show. 

Rasmussen  reported  also  on  information  received  from  the  Chicago  Botanic  Garden  concerning 
their  program  for  evaluation  of  plants  which  grow  in  their  area. 

Rasmussen  then  reported  that  there  had  been  no  interim  Board  action  and  that  the  Executive 
Committee  had  approved  the  purchase  of  500  AIS  Logo  pins  at  a  total  cost  of  $750.00.  The  pins 
have  been  ordered. 

Secretary  Stayer  reported  as  follows:  1 )  A  letter  of  thanks  has  been  received  from  Maureen  Foster, 
of  the  British  Iris  Society,  who  was  the  recipient  of  the  1986  American  Iris  Society  Silver  Medal.  2) 
The  cover  of  Basic  Iris  Culture  has  been  changed.  3)  A  payment  of  $300.00  has  been  made  to 
Professor  Metcalf.  This  is  a  partial  payment  of  the  supplemental  grant  of  $500.00  approved  at  the  fall 
Board  meeting.  4)  The  Star  File  number  with  American  Airlines  is  again  5300.  This  number  is  to  be 
used  by  AIS  members  when  making  reservations  with  American  Airlines  to  fly  to  AIS  conventions. 
The  new  contract  is  for  three  years,  and  the  discount  is  40%. 

Treasurer  Thoolen  distributed  copies  of  the  six-month  interim  report,  noting  that  there  had  been 
higher  expenses  and  lower  income  in  the  first  trimester,  with  lower  interest.  Stayer  moved,  Corlew 
seconded,  that  the  report  be  accepted.  The  motion  passed. 
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Rasmussen  announced  that  the  April  issue  of  the  Bulletin  is  being  printed,  and  Guest  Editor 
Nichols  hopes  to  nave  a  finished  copy  in  hand  in  Phoenix  before  the  close  of  the  convention.  There 
was  no  report  from  Advertising  Editor  Nelson.  Copies  of  a  report  sent  by  Managing  Editor  Williams 
were  distributed.  Corlew  moved,  Crick  seconded,  that  the  report  be  accepted.  The  motion  passed. 
Rasmussen  commended  Nichols  on  his  good  work  with  the  April  issue. 

Registrar  Nelson  sent  word  that  registrations  are  running  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

Publication  Sales  Director  Heathcock's  interim  report  was  read  by  Stayer.  Sales  for  the  period  of 
10/1/86  through  this  date  of  $10,701 .73.  The  1983  R&l  is  sold  out,  and  the  1979  Check  List  is  almost 
sold  out.  The  inventory  of  Irises  for  Everyone  has  been  reduced  from  5,396  to  2,025,  with  a  good 
many  sales  in  multiple  hundreds.  RHS  Colour  Charts  and  the  iris  post  cards  continue  to  move  well. 
Machulak  moved,  Gates  seconded,  that  the  report  be  accepted.  The  motion  passed. 

Rasmussen  commented  at  this  time  on  the  importance  of  the  Bulletin  in  AIS  communications  and 
the  necessity  for  getting  the  issues  out  on  time  in  order  to  keep  the  business  of  the  society  running 
smoothly. 

Awards  Chairman  Waite  reported  that  official  Judges  Ballots  were  mailed  in  late  March  to  952 
accredited  Judges,  931  in  the  U  S.  and  21  overseas.  2210  varieties  were  listed.  100  ballots  were 
forwarded  to  the  Judge  Training  Chairman  to  send  to  the  Apprentice  Judges  for  practice  voting.  The 
1988  Symposium  with  433  varieties  will  be  included  with  the  July  Bulletin.  Waite  stated  that  one 
variety  eligible  for  an  Award  of  Merit  was  withheld  from  this  year's  Ballot  pending  instructions  from 
the  Board.  After  the  iris  had  received  an  HM  in  the  Border  class,  classification  was  changed  to  Tall 
Bearded.  It  received  21  votes,  enough  to  qualify  for  a  Border  Bearded  HM,  but  four  votes  short  for  a 
Tall  Bearded.  Waite  recommended  that  the  variety  be  listed  in  the  Tall  Bearded  HM  category,  but 
questioned  the  legality,  because  an  iris  is  supposed  to  be  eligible  for  one  HM  only;  the  Board  was 
asked  to  make  a  policy  decision  for  this  and  future  cases.  Rasmussen  will  appoint  a  committee  to 
study  this  matter  and  bring  a  recommendation  to  the  fall  Board  meeting.  Rockwell  moved,  Gates 
seconded,  that  the  Awards  Committee  report  be  accepted.  The  motion  passed.  The  appointed 
committee  shall  be  Kenneth  Waite,  chairman,  Catherine  Gates  and  Ronald  Mullin 

Exhibitions  Chairman  Hobbs  reported  that  there  have  been  150  show  schedules  approved  and 
as  of  this  moment  about  60%  have  ordered  supplies. 

Historical  Committee  Chairman  Harder  reported  that  he  has  bought  two  new  file  cabinets  for  the 
iris  material  which  continues  to  be  sent  to  him  and  that  he  has  found  an  employee  of  the  Ponca 
Library  who  can  help  with  filing  on  a  part-time  basis.  Harder  reminded  those  serving  on  standing 
committees  that  he  would  like  to  have  information  about  what  they  are  doing  at  present  for  the  files  of 
the  Historical  Committee.  Rasmussen  thanked  Harder  for  getting  in  writing  an  agreement  between 
the  Ponca  Public  Library  and  the  American  Iris  Society  concerning  ownership  of  the  AIS  records 
and  memorabilia  stored  in  the  basement  of  the  Ponca  Public  Library  at  no  cost  to  the  American  Iris 
Society,  and  further,  concerning  the  future  disposition  of  these  stored  items  should  Chairman 
Harder  no  longer  serve  in  that  capacity.  Rasmussen  asked  Harder  for  a  general  inventory  listing  of 
the  stored  items. 

Judges  and  Judges  Training  Chairman  Crick  announced  that  Mrs.  N.  E.  H.  Caldwell,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Loveridge  and  Alan  Johnson,  of  Australia,  had  written  to  express  their  thanks  to  the  Board  for  the 
honor  of  being  named  Master  Judges.  Crick  reported  the  loss  of  eighteen  judges  during  the  interim 
period:  10  were  deceased,  three  resigned,  and  five  were  non-renewals.  Stayer  moved,  Waite 
seconded,  that  the  report  be  accepted.  The  motion  carried. 

Stayer  read  the  report  of  the  1986  Membership  Contest  for  Chairman  Everett  Lineberger.  Nine 
regions  participated  in  the  contest,  up  two  from  last  year.  Top  winners  were  Paul  Black,  Region  22, 
Bryce  Williamson,  Region  14,  and  Ruby  Wilson,  Region  14.  Rockwell  moved.  Corlew  seconded,  that 
the  report  be  accepted.  The  motion  carried. 

Policy  Committee  Chairman  Barr  reported  working  on  information  collected  by  former  chairman 
Rasmussen  from  the  minutes  of  Board  of  Directors  meetings  of  the  past  ten  years.  It  is  hoped  that  by 
the  fall  Board  meeting  there  can  be  a  working  system  of  filing  all  information  regarding  AIS  policy 
into  a  computer  for  easy  reference 

At  3:20  p.m.  there  was  a  twenty-minute  break. 

Public  Relations  Chairman  Rice  gave  a  partial  report,  stating  that  there  was  a  need  to  replace 
three  pictures  on  the  AIS  Display  Screen  and  that  there  had  been  some  problems  in  sending  the 
screen  by  UPS.  Rice  reported  further  on  progress  with  the  1988  AIS  calendar,  on  iris  publicity  in 
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various  catalogs  and  magazines  and  in  one  textbook.  Rasmussen  thanked  RVP  Waite  and  past  RVP 
Gristwood  for  their  work  in  promoting  the  AIS  calendars  in  their  regions,  and  the  Board  expressed, 
thanks  to  Rice  for  her  excellent  work  on  the  calendars.  Stayer  and  Rice  discussed  a  problem  with 
the  AIS  logo;  some  copies  of  the  logo  show  an  incorrect  founding  date.  The  correct  date  is  1920. 

Rasmussen  read  a  brief  letter  from  Registrations  Chairman  and  former  Editor  Keppel.  There  was 
no  report  on  registrations  except  to  say  that  Keppel  and  Registrar  Nelson  work  together  on  the 
business  of  registering  and  naming  irises. 

Stayer  read  a  report  from  Robins  Committee  Chairman  Badger.  There  are  eighteen  active 
divisions,  three  inactive  divisions,  and  a  total  of  538  members.  Badger  is  looking  for  a  chairman  for 
the  Japanese  division.  Machulak  moved,  Corlew  seconded,  that  the  report  be  accepted.  The 
motion  passed 

Youth  Committee  Chairman  Gates  announced  that  the  winner  of  the  1987  Clarke  Cosgrove 
Memorial  Award  for  Youth  Achievement  was  Patrick  Hemmer  of  Sioux  Falls,  SD  (Region  21).  In 
second  place  was  Beth  Bowman  of  Edmond,  OK  (Region  22)  and  Louise  Anne  Watson  of  Milledge- 
ville,  GA  (Region  5)  was  in  third  place.  Judges  were  RVP  Ron  Dunn  (Region  11),  Regional  Youth 
Chairman  James  Jones  (Region  1 5)  and  Member-at-large  Gary  Sides  (Region  7).  Crick  moved  that 
the  report  be  accepted.  Rockwell  seconded.  The  motion  passed. 

Test  Gardens  Chairman  Jones  reported  that  he  had  received  a  request  about  Japanese  iris 
display  gardens,  and  that  he  had  referred  that  person  to  the  committee  on  Japanese  display 
gardens.  At  this  time  there  are  test  gardens  in  southern  Illinois  and  New  York.  The  Reblooming  Iris 
Society  has  one,  and  there  are  two  Japanese  test  gardens.  With  the  continuing  interest  in  test 
gardens,  Jones  feels  that  the  program  should  be  continued.  There  may  be  a  little  more  interest  in 
display  gardens  at  this  time  than  in  test  gardens.  Test  gardens  are  recommended  primarily  for 
regional  people  and  the  newer  hybridizers.  The  person  who  maintains  a  test  garden  is  responsible 
for  publicity  and  for  inviting  judges  to  view  the  irises. 

Convention  Liaison  Corlew  reported  that  conventions  have  been  scheduled  for  1988  through 
1995,  with  the  exception  of  1994  as  follows: 

1988  Oklahoma  City,  OK 

1989  Memphis,  TN 

1990  Omaha,  NE 

1991  Washington,  D.C. 

1992  Atlanta,  GA 

1993  Fort  Worth,  TX 

1994  ?  ?  ? 

1995  Harrisburg,  Pa 

Fall  meetings  are  as  follows: 

1987  Memphis,  TN 

1988  Fort  Worth,  TX 

Machulak  moved,  Gates  seconded,  that  the  report  be  accepted.  The  motion  carried. 

Chairman  Corlew  reported  for  the  Gold  Medal  Award  Committee.  Other  members  of  this  commit¬ 
tee  were  Harold  Stahly  and  Kenneth  Waite.  Recommendations  were  as  follows: 

1)  that  the  Society  use  a  gold  plated  Distinguished  Service  Medal  as  the  Gold  Medal  Award; 

2)  that  the  Society  not  stock  a  supply  of  these  medals,  but  have  them  plated  as  the  need  arises. 
Details  such  as  cost  and  location  should  be  left  to  those  having  the  work  done.  Corlew  put  the 
recommendations  in  the  form  of  a  motion,  Rockwell  seconded,  and  the  motion  carried. 

Slides  Committee  Chairman  Shockey  gave  a  spring  interim  report,  stating  that  he  has  updated 
most  of  the  slide  sets  and  has  purchased  temporary  plastic  shipping  boxes.  Thus  far  in  1987,  55 
requests  for  slide  sets  have  been  confirmed,  and  the  program  is  running  smoothly.  Machulak 
moved,  Crick  seconded,  that  the  report  be  accepted.  The  motion  passed  Corlew  moved  that 
Shockey  purchase  well-made  wooden  boxes  for  mailing  the  slides.  Stayer  seconded.  The  motion 
carried. 

At  4:30  p.m.  the  meeting  was  recessed,  to  reconvene  at  10:00  a.m.  the  following  day. 

Stayer  read  the  interim  report  for  the  Membership  Secretary.  The  total  membership  of  the  AIS  is 
now  751 1 ,  a  net  increase  for  the  year  of  337  members,  or  4.7%.  Ramsey  gave  a  progress  report  with 
the  AIS  computer  and  stated  that  the  1987  judges  printouts  and  mailing  labels  were  produced  in 
her  office.  Mailing  labels  are  available  for  AIS  officers,  directors  and  committee  chairmen;  RVPs 
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should  advise  the  membership  secretary  if  they  wish  to  add  these  names  to  their  orders.  The  report 
included  membership  statistics  by  region.  With  regard  to  the  new  Membership  List,  Ramsey  had 
investigated  the  cost  of  printing  300  books,  as  requested,  and  found  it  to  be  very  high.  She  raised 
the  question  of  the  need  for  such  a  book  at  this  time  and  asked  that  someone  else  be  appointed  to 
head  the  project  if  the  Board  wished  to  go  ahead  with  it,  stating  also  that  she  would  be  happy  to 
work  with  such  a  person  in  arranging  for  material  to  be  provided.  Rockwell  moved,  Machulak 
seconded,  that  the  report  of  the  membership  secretary  be  accepted.  The  motion  carried. 

After  discussion  about  the  need  for  the  new  Membership  Book,  Muiiin  volunteered  to  assume  the 
task  of  getting  it  printed. 

Affiliates  Chairman  Copeland  reported  that  there  are  now  130  affiliates.  A  list  of  affiliates  will  be 
printed  in  the  July  Bulletin.  Copeland  stressed  the  importance  of  rule  #2  of  "Requirements  for 
Annual  Affiliation  with  the  American  Iris  Society”,  adopted  at  the  last  fall  Board  meeting:  “Any  officer 
whose  membership  expires  shall  cause  the  society  to  lose  affiliation  for  the  remainder  to  the  year.” 
Societies  should  be  aware  of  this  rule. 

Public  Relations  Chairman  Rice  urged  members  to  make  use  of  the  AiS  Display  Screen  at 
landscape,  garden  or  trade  shows  as  a  means  of  attracting  new  members  to  the  society.  Rice 
suggested,  also,  that  money  be  budgeted  for  advertising  the  AIS  calendars."  With  respect  to 
sending  calendars  and  other  sales  items  to  Canada  or  overseas,  there  was  discussion  about  the 
recent  increased  costs  of  processing  money  orders  or  checks  to  or  from  another  country. 

Scientific  Committee  Chairman  McEwen  stated  that  he  had  received  a  report  from  Homer  Metcalf 
on  his  chromosome  count  compilation  project.  Metcalf  expressed  his  sincere  gratitude  and  deep 
appreciation  to  the  AIS  Board  and  the  various  chairmen  of  the  Scientific  Committee  for  their 
continuing  support;  he  outlined  his  objectives,  his  progress,  and  the  use  of  the  funds  made 
available  to  him. 

McEwen  commented  on  the  close  relationship  between  the  Scientific  Committee  and  the  AIS 
Foundation  and  stated  that  he,  as  a  member  of  both,  had  accepted  the  assignment  of  getting 
together  information  about  the  two  groups  for  the  use  of  future  chairmen.  Rasmussen  stressed  the 
fact  that  it  is  important  for  all  officers  and  chairmen  to  pass  along  to  their  successors  any  information 
they  may  have. 

Scholarship  Committee  Chairman  Gates  read  a  letter  from  Bobby  D.  Bennett,  of  Baton  Rouge, 
LA,  last  year’s  recipient  of  the  AIS  scholarship,  in  which  he  described  his  research.  Gates  then 
stated  that  there  had  been  five  well-qualified  applicants  for  the  1987-88  scholarship  and  that  the 
Scholarship  Committee  had  selected  Jerald  S.  Bricker,  Dept,  of  Botany,  Arizona  State  University,  as 
the  recommended  candidate.  Mr.  Bricker’s  research  centers  around  the  taxonomic  relationship  of 
the  genus  Crinodendron  (Elaeocarpaceae).  Gates  moved  that  the  Board  accept  the  committee’s 
recommendation.  Crick  seconded,  and  the  motion  passed.  At  1 1 :00  a.m.  there  was  a  twenty  minute 
recess. 

The  AIS  Foundation  report  was  given  by  Marilyn  Holloway,  who  spoke  briefly  about  the  scorch 
study  project  now  in  progress  at  the  University  of  Nebraska.  Holloway  then  reported  on  the  litigation 
involving  the  will  of  Helen  McCaughey,  in  which  the  AIS  was  left  Mrs.  McCaughey's  Iris  Society 
books  and  papers.  The  books  and  papers,  thought  earlier  to  have  been  lost,  have  now  been  found 
and  will  go  to  the  Historical  Committee  files  in  the  Ponca  Library,  in  Ponca,  Nebraska.  The  AIS  is  a 
residual  legatee  under  the  terms  of  the  will,  but  the  case  will  probably  be  in  the  courts  for  some  time. 
Holloway  mentioned,  also,  a  project  underway  at  the  University  of  Iowa;  this  study,  too,  is  on  scorch, 
though  a  different  phase  from  the  study  at  the  University  of  Nebraska  mentioned  before.  The 
Foundation  trustees  are  very  hopeful  that  these  two  projects  will  add  greatly  to  the  knowledge  on 
this  subject. 

RVP  Counselor  Machulak  commended  the  RVPs  for  their  participation  at  the  RVP  meeting. 
Discussed  at  the  meeting  were  the  following  questions:  1 )  Why  are  Master  and  Emeritus  Judges  not 
required  to  vote  the  official  ballot?  2)  The  high  cost  of  conventions;  3)  Are  there  AIS  requirements 
concerning  meetings  of  local  clubs  or  societies?  4)  The  possibility  of  reprinting  or  revising  the 
Handbook  for  American  Iris  Society  Members  and  Officers.  Elected  for  next  year  were  Larry  Stayer, 
Chairman;  Audrey  Machulak,  Secretary;  and  Jean  Erickson  and  Lynda  Miller,  representatives  to  the 
1 988  Personnel  Committee.  Machulak  stated  that  in  order  for  him  to  become  better  acquainted  with 
regional  policies  he  had  asked  RVPs  from  all  24  regions  to  send  copies  of  their  Bylaws  to  him. 

Rasmussen  called  for  discussion  of  the  various  questions  listed  above.  The  following  ideas  were 
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presented:  1)  Many  Master  and  Emeritus  Judges  are  active,  visiting  gardens  and  participating  in 
shows  and  these  judges  usually  vote  the  ballot,  even  if  they  are  not  required  to  do  so.  Others  are  no 
longer  able  to  visit  gardens  and  remain  active;  these  judges  should  not  be  required  tb  vote.  2)  High 
costs  are  with  us  as  a  fact  of  life;  some  areas  of  the  country  are  less  expensive  than  others;  it  has  not 
been  the  custom  of  the  Board  to  dictate  the  format  to  local  convention  groups.  3)  There  are  no  AIS 
restrictions  on  meeting  times  or  numbers  of  meetings  for  local  societies;  information  on  this  subject 
can  be  found  in  the  RVP  Handbook.  4)  The  RVP  Handbook  and  the  Handbook  for  Judges  and  Show 
Officials  have  replaced  the  Handbook  for  American  Iris  Society  Members  and  Officers.  Any 
information  needed  can  be  found  in  one  of  the  first  two  books. 

Section  Liaison  Waite  reported  that  the  sections  had  a  good  meeting.  The  question  was  posed  as 
to  whether  AIS  membership  was  required  in  order  to  become  a  section  member.  The  answer  was 
that  this  is  the  requirement  but  that  someone  may  subscribe  to  a  section  publication  and  attend 
meetings  without  becoming  a  member;  this  rule  applies  to  persons  overseas  as  well.  Elected  to  the 
1988  Personnel  Committee  was  Ray  John,  Region  17. 

At  1 1 :50  a.m.  the  meeting  was  recessed  for  lunch  until  1 :30  p.m. 

Following  the  lunch  recess,  Bar  reported  for  the  committee  appointed  to  review  applications  for 
the  position  of  Bulletin  editor.  Other  members  are  Rice  and  Rockwell.  Barr  stated  that  committee 
members  are  considering  several  people  for  the  position  but  are  not  ready  as  yet  to  make  a  final 
recommendation.  The  position  is  still  open,  and  applications  are  still  being  received 

Stayer  gave  a  report  on  the  501(c)(3)  tax  status  in  the  form  of  a  letter  from  Attorney  Spain.  On 
February  3,  1987,  the  amended  and  restated  Articles  of  Incorporation  of  the  American  Iris  Society 
were  filed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  This  completes  the  corporate 
reorganization  of  the  AIS,  a  necessary  prerequisite  for  the  application  for  501  (c)(3)  status.  Mr.  Spain 
will  proceed  with  the  application,  and  if  it  is  granted,  will  ask  that  it  be  retroactive  to  the  date  on 
which  the  amended  Articles  of  Incorporation  were  filed. 

The  next  order  of  business  was  Standards  of  Library  Procedure.  Rasmussen  referred  to  com¬ 
munications  from  Mr.  Radley  Reep  of  the  Fresno  Iris  Society.  Members  from  that  society  are  looking 
to  the  AIS  for  direction  on  how  best  to  go  about  cataloging,  sharing,  and  subject-indexing  iris 
literature.  Appointed  to  a  committee  to  look  into  this  matter  and  to  report  back  at  the  fall  meeting 
were  Barr,  chairman,  Holloway,  Harder,  and  Radley  Reep.  Stayer  moved  that  this  committee  be 
approved,  Hobbs  seconded,  and  the  motion  passed.  Rasmussen  wants  the  committee  to  study  the 
matter  to  see  what  direction  should  be  taken;  he  hopes  to  appoint  a  more  permanent  committee  at  a 
later  date. 

After  discussion  about  changing  the  price  of  silver  and  bronze  medals,  Rasmussen  asked 
Exhibitions  Chairman  Hobbs  to  make  a  recommendation  at  the  fall  Board  meeting  for  a  price 
change  for  next  year. 

Rasmussen  then  announced  that  Jaymie  Heathcock  will  be  retiring  as  Publication  Sales  Director. 
Corlew  moved  that  the  Board  officially  express  appreciation  to  Heathcock  for  years  of  service  above 
and  beyond  the  call  of  duty.  Rockwell  seconded.  The  motion  carried.  It  was  announced  that  C.  J. 
Lack  of  Tulsa  has  agreed  to  take  the  job.  Rockwell  moved,  Crick  seconded,  that  the  Board  approve 
Mr.  Lack  for  this  position.  The  motion  carried. 

President  Rasmussen  called  for  the  report  of  the  1987  Personnel  Committee  for  nominations  for 
the  Board  of  Directors,  terms  expiring  in  1990.  Before  reporting  for  the  committee,  Chairman 
Rockwell  asked  for  a  short  Executive  Session.  Following  this  session,  Rockwell  presented  the 
names  of  the  following  candidates  for  nomination:  Stayer  and  Williams  as  incumbents,  Lillian 
Gristwood  (2),  Everette  Lineberger  (5),  0.  D.  Niswonger  (18)  and  Jim  Hummel  (21 ).  There  were  no 
further  nominations.  The  report  was  accepted  with  thanks.  Corlew  moved,  Barr  seconded,  that 
nominations  cease.  The  motion  carried. 

Corlew  moved,  Hobbs  seconded,  that  Stayer  and  Williams  be  renominated.  The  motion  passed. 

Rasmussen  called  for  a  written  ballot  to  select  the  two  nominees  to  replace  retiring  directors 
Corlew  and  Rockwell  and  named  RVPs  Claussen  and  Burke  as  counters.  As  the  result  of  the  voting, 
Lillian  Gristwood  and  Everette  Lineberger  were  chosen  as  nominees  for  terms  expiring  in  1990. 

Mullin  issued  a  warm  invitation  to  all  to  attend  the  AIS  convention  in  Oklahoma  City,  May  3-7, 
1988.  The  convention  will  be  sponsored  by  the  Sooner  State  Iris  Society  with  the  help  of  other  clubs 
in  the  area. 

Rasmussen  appointed  Emma  Hobbs  and  James  Copeland  to  be  members  of  the  1 988  Personnel 
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Committee.  Corlew  moved,  Mullin  seconded,  that  the  appointments  be  approved  The  motion 
carried. 

The  president  was  asked  to  appoint  a  committee  to  create  a  definitive  statement  on  what 
constitutes  various  color  patterns  and  groups.  Appointed  to  this  committee  were  Harold  Stahley, 
chairman,  Keith  Keppel,  and  Kay  Nelson.  Stayer  moved,  Corlew  seconded,  that  the  appointments 
be  approved.  The  motion  carried. 

It  was  announced  that  the  fall  Board  of  Directors  meeting  will  be  held  in  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
Oct.  30,  31 ,  and  Nov.  1 ,  at  the  Ridgeway  Inn,  with  Mrs.  Ray  Collins  as  Chairman. 

Rasmussen  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  the  Phoenix  Convention  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  especially  to  Convention  Chairman  Bobbie  Shepard,  for  the  fine  meeting  place  and  for 
their  hospitality. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  2:45  p.m. 

Claire  Barr,  Recording  Secretary 


BARB  WIGHT’S  IRIS 

P.  O.  Box  4717  VV.  Covina,  CA  91791 

Order  From  this  Ad 
1983  —  1987  Introductions 

SPACE  SHUTTLE  LIGHT  (B.J.  Wight)  TB,  38",  M.  Tailored  golden  yellow 
self,  dark  gold  Beards,  yellow  horns.  71-8  X  Bethlehem  Star . $20.00 

FANCY  SPOONS  (B.J.  Wight)  TB,  36",  E-M.  S.  purple;  F.  purple  and  white. 
Long  horns  with  spoons;  sweet  fragrance.  71-9  X  Tel  Aviv.  (Oklahoma  88) 
. $20.00 

SPACE  SHUTTLE  HONEY  (B.J.  Wight)  TB,  34",  E-M.  Light  honey  tan, 
vellow  Beards,  hairy  horns.  Jallah  Effendi  x  79-151:  (Orange  Empire  X  71-8). 

(Oklahoma  ’88) . $25.00 

PEACH  EVERGLOW  (B.J.  Wight)  TB,  36",  E  &  RE.  Peach  pink  self;  slight 

fragrance.  Dodo  X  Spiced  Honey . $25.00 

CLARE  ROBERTS  (B.J.  Wight)  TB,  38",  E  &  BE.  Crinkled  dark  yellow. 

Dodo  X  78-25,  Snow  Goddess  sdlg.  (Okla.  88) . . . $25.00 

LI’L  PINK  GEISHA  (D.  Wight  Gendron)  TB,  32",  E  &  RE.  Mid-  pink;  saturn 

red  Beards.  Pink  Taffeta  X  Mt.  Cook.  (Oklahoma  88) . $20.00 

FRONTIER  GAL  (B.J.  Wight)  TB,  42",  E.  Peach  orange  with  white  spot  By 
persimmon  Beards.  Pink  EmBer  X  Latin  Lover.  (Oklahoma  88)  .  .  .  $20.00 
CHARMING  ROSE  (D.  Wight  Gendron)  TB,  42",  E-M.  Rose  with  few  haft 
marks,  tangerine  Beards,  ruffled,  fragrant.  San  Leandro  X  RiBBon  Round. 

(Arizona  ’87) . . . $10.00 

CHARLES’  CASTLE  (J.  M.  Wight)  TB,  42",  E-M.  S.  rust  and  purple;  F. 
purple,  edged  rust;  gold  Beards.  Gypsv  Belle  X  Golden  Sparkler.  (Arizona 

’87)  . . .  .  .  . . $10.00 

IRISH  VALENTINE  (B.J.  Wight)  TB  42",  E.  Light  olive,  dark  rim  and 
veining;  mustard  Beards  to  olive.  Song  of  Erin  X  AB  sdlg.  (Arizona  87)  $9.00 
LEMON  EVERGLOW  (B.J.  Wight)  TB,  42",  E-M.  Lemon  yellow  self,  slight 

ruffling;  vellow  Beards;  lemon  fragrance . $10.00 

SALMON  MAGIC  (B.  J.  Wight)  TB,  42",  E.  Salmon  self,  darker  hafts;  saturn 

red  Beards.  Orange  Empire  X  71-8  Horn . . . $11.00 

SNOW  CANYON  (B.J.  Wight)  TB,  38",  M.  Ruffled  white  self,  tinted  Bine- 

green  at  hafts.  Thick  and  Creamy  X  Bine  Surprise  sdlg . $11.00 

Make  checks  payable  to  Barbara  Wight.  No  list. 
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BULLETIN  ADVERTISING  RATES 

COMMERCIAL  DIRECTORY  (Four  Issues) 


One-inch 

$  30.00 

Two-inch 

$ 

40.00 

Three-inch 

$  50.00 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING  (Single  Issue) 

One-inch 

$  25.00 

Two-thirds  page 

$ 

73.00 

One-quarter  page 

$  31.00 

Three-fourths  page 

$ 

82.00 

One-third  page 

$  40.00 

Full  page 

$100.00 

One-half  page 

$  56.00 

Full  page,  color 

$200.00  plus  color  separations 

Cover  ads  $200.00  plus  color  separations 

All  advertising  copy  and  photographs,  except  color  which  requires  individual  ar¬ 
rangements,  must  be  received  by  the  Advertising  Editor  by  April  1 5  (July  Issue), 
July  15  (October  Issue),  October  15  (January  Issue)  and  January  15  (April 
Issue). 

Send  advertising  copy  and  check  payable  to  The  American  iris  Society  to: 
Ms.  Kay  Nelson,  Advertising  Editor 
P.O.  Box  37613  Omaha,  NE  68137 


SOLUBLE 


EASY  DIRECTIONS 

“7  drops  per  quart  water 
Every  time  you  water. ; 

Every  thing  you  grow,  ” 

Available  at  your  store  or  send: 

$1.85  for  5V3  oz.,  $3.20  for  12  oz. 
$4.70  for  28  oz.,  (Includes  Mailing.)  | 


EASY  DIRECTIONS 

i<1A  temp,  per  gal,  water 
Every  time  you  water. 

Every  thing  you  grow 

Available  at  your  store  or  send: 

$3.20  for  1  lb.,  $12.50  for  5  lb., 
$46.00  for  25  lb.,  (Includes  Mailing.) 

:  1983  A  Y  Schultz  By  the  makers  of  "Plant  Shine'  5 
Mfg.  by  SCHULTZ  CO.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63043  U.S- 
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PHOTO  INDEX/CREDITS 


Front  Cover — Elvan  Roderick  Garden 
— G.  Waters 

Page  4  Planting— D.  Schreiner 
Page  5  Hoeing — D.  Schreiner 
Page  6  Winter  Protection — 

D.  Schreiner 

Page  7  Spraying— D.  Schreiner 

Page  10  Oat  Mulch— R  and  L  Miller 
Page  12  Tapatio  Cliffs — D.  Willott 
Page  13  The  Bruners — J.  Day 
Page  1 5  Charlene  Errigo — J.  Day 
Page  1 6  Errigo  Garden — J.  Ritchie 
Page  1 7  The  Johnsens — J.  Day 
Desert  Tortoises — 

M.  Haveman 

Page  18  Johnsen  Garden — J.  Ritchie 
Page  19  The  Karys — B.  Barr 

Kary  Garden — B.  Barr 
Page  20  Kary  Garden— C.  Fulton 
Page  21  The  Millers— J.  Day 
Page  22  The  Moscas — J.  Day 
Page  23  Mosca  Garden  (Top)— 

S.  Pope 

Mosca  Garden  (Bottom) — 

M.  Ritchie 

Page  24  Mosca  Garden— S.  Pope 
Page  25  Corrine  Parrish — M.  Haveman 
Parrish  Garden— D.  Willott 
Page  26  Corrine  Parrish  and  Marietta 
Fonner— D.  Willott 

Page  27  Sally  Schumacher — B.  Barr 
Schumacher  Garden— 

C.  Myers 

Page  29  Schumacher  Garden — B.  Barr 
Page  30  The  Shepards— J.  Day 
Page  31  Shepard  Garden— J.  Ritchie 
Page  32  Shepard  Garden— 

M.  Haveman 

Page  33  The  Solomons— B.  Barr 
Page  34  The  Spiess — J.  Day 

Spiess  Garden— D.  Willott 
Page  35  Spiess  Garden — D.  Willott 
Page  36  Floyd  Wickencamp— 

M.  Ritchie 

Wickencamp — D.  Willott 
Page  37  Wickencamp  Garden — 

M.  Ritchie 

Page  38  Wickencamp  Sdlg. — 

G.  Corlew 

Page  40  Jean  Erickson — L.  Stayer 

Eleanor  McCown— L.  Stayer 
Mary  Dunn— L.  Stayer 
Bennett  Jones— D.KOZA 
Sterling  Innerst — L.  Stayer 
Lois  Kennedy— L.  Stayer 
Walt  Luihn— L.  Stayer 
Currier  McEwen— L.  Stayer 
Carl  Boswell— L.  Stayer 
Page  43  DRUM  SOLO— G.  Schifferli 
AZ  AP — M.  Haveman 


Page  43  LITTLE  BLACK  BELT — 

D.  Willott 
GIZMO— Melrose 
STEVE  VARNER— 

D.  Silverberg 

CLARA  GOULA— C.  Arny 
Page  45  ABRIDGED  VERSION— 

M.  Haveman 

COOL  OASIS— G.  Corlew 
SULTAN’S  JEWELRY— 

M.  Haveman 

SON  OF  SUN— M.  Haveman 
SIMPLY  WILD— M.Anning 
CHICO  MAID— M.  Anning 
Page  47  JESSE’S  SONG— D.  Willott 
TIDE’S  IN— M.  Haveman 
SPECULATOR — M.  Haveman 
PECCADILLO— D.  Sindt 
MISS  NELLIE— D.  Sindt 
HONEY  GLAZED— D,  Sindt 
Page  49  HELLCAT — M.  Haveman 
THRICE  BLESSED— 

M.  Haveman 
STARLIGHT  WALTZ— 

M.  Haveman 
SHRIMP— D.  Sindt 
OMAR’S  CUP— M.  Anning 
DELTA  DAWN— M  Haveman 
Page  51  CHICO  MAID — M.  Anning 
MALAGUENA— I.  Shockey 
CODICIL— G.  Schifferli 
DARKSIDE— M.  Haveman 
IRIS  IRENE— M.  Haveman 
EVELYN’S  ECHO— L.  Harder 
Page  52  EXHILARATION— M.  Anning 
LITTLE  PAUL— M.  Haveman 
SHENANIGAN— M.  Haveman 
RED  ZINGER— P.  Black 
CHUBBY  CHEEKS— R  Black 
TINY  APRICOT— Melrose 
Page  53  FALL  IN  LINE— M.  Anning 

WOODSONG— M.  Haveman 
DRESS  CIRCLE— 

M.  Holloway 
JAMAICAN  VELVET— 

J.  Wadekamper 
RUTH  SLOAN— M.  Haveman 
CAMPAIGNER— M.  Haveman 
Page  58  Kepper  Sdlg. — L.  Harder 
Page  65  Dunn  Sdlg. — M.  Ritchie 
Page  70  The  Teradas — M.  Haveman 
The  Grints— M.  Haveman 
The  Hobbs— D.  Willott 
Lillian  Gristwood— L.  Stayer 
Page  73  L.  Harder  (no  title) 

Page  76  Aggie  and  Ken  Waite — Fulton 
Bruner  Garden— D.  Willott 
Back  Cover— Irises  in  Violet 
— G.  Waters 
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AIS  SALES  ITEMS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES . $15.00 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  6"  x  9"  hard  bound 
cloth  cover. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS . complete  .  .  .  $5.00 

pages  only. .  .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 
pages. 

IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS  . . . Packet  of  6,  $1 0.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  1 1"  x  16". 

AIS  LAPEL  PINS  . $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  W  x  %"  with  safety  lock  catch. 

TWO  RARE  IRIS  PRINTS  . each  $6.00;  both  for  $1 1 .00 

Suitable  for  framing.  Color  reproductions  of  original  art  work  done  for  the  New  York 
Botanical  Garden  in  1929.  See  illustration,  in  Spring  1978  Bulletin ,  page  59.  Proceeds 
from  sale  of  prints  will  be  used  to  support  the  work  of  the  AIS  Historical  Committee. 

BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE . each  $1 .25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32-page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single 
issue  or  quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 

IRISES  FOR  EVERYONE  . packet  of  10,  $2.00 

A  24  page,  5V6"  x  8V2"  full  color  booklet  promoting  irises  and  the  iris  society.  Use  for 
gifts  or  souvenirs  or  as  a  resale  moneymaker  for  your  society.  First  Printing. 

IRIS  POST  CARDS . Packet  $2.00;  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 

1983  MEMBERSHIP  LIST  . . . . $4.50 

1969  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . $15.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1960-69. 

1979  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . $12.00 

Hardbound.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-79,  complete  awards  listing 
1960-79. 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS— 


1977  . 

. $2.00 

1983  . 

. $3.50 

1978  . 

. $3.50 

1984  . 

. $3.50 

1979  . 

. $3.50 

1985  . 

. $4.00 

1982  . 

. $3.50 

1986  . 

. $4.00 

BULLETINS:  Back  issues,  if  available  .  . .  . 

. $2 

BULLETIN  1  (Reprint)  . $1.50 

BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  . $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show 
prizes,  and  special  awards. 

RHS  COLOUR  CHART  . . $36.00 

Set  of  four  color  fans,  plus  instruction  leaflet. 

AIS  SEALS . Pack— $2.50;  5  Packs— $10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue  and  green  on  a 
silver  background.  (50  per  pack) 


Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 

Send  order  to  C.  J.  Lack,  718  West  67th  Street,  Tulsa,  OK  74132 

Phone  (918)  445-2222 


86 


SOUTH  PACIFIC  IN  THE  SPRINGTIME 

“G’DAY”  from  your  mates  of  the  IRIS  SOCIETY  OF 
AUSTRALIA.  They  hope  you’ll  travel  down  under 
for  their  convention  to  be  held  in  SIDNEY  and 
MELBOURNE  in  OCTOBER,  1988.  Now,  JEAN 
ERICKSON,  Vice  President  of  Region  14  of  the 
American  Iris  Society,  has  arranged  a  tour  with 
something  for  everyone.  IRIS  and  garden  viewing 
plus  a  look  at  WILD  AUSTRALIA.  Stay  at  LAM- 
INGTON  NATIONAL  PARK  to  see  exotic  birds,  marsupials  and 
plants.  In  THE  GRAMPIANS,  a  mountain  region  of  rare  beauty, 
see  canyons,  cascades  and  carpets  of  wild  flowers.  Cross  the 
Tasman  Sea  to  NEW  ZEALAND.  Visit  CHRISTCHURCH,  a 
garden-like  city,  and  MILFORD  SOUND  in  the  lovely  fjord  coun¬ 
try.  Ride  the  “Silver  Fern”  railcar  from  Wellington  to  Auckland. 

Contact  Barbara  Hopper  at:  Geostar,  6050  Commerce  Blvd., 
Rohnert  Park,  CA  94928.  Phone:  (70 7)  584-9552  or  (800) 
624-6633  (In  Calif.). 


AIS  DISPLAY  PROMOTES  IRISES 
—ORDER  NOW— 

The  American  Iris  Society’s  new  display  screen  is  available  for  your 
community’s  garden  shows,  trade  shows  and  fairs.  It’s  your  opportunity 
to  capture  the  interest  of  those  gardeners  who  may  remember  grand¬ 
mother’s  flags,  but  who  have  yet  to  be  introduced  to  modern  irises. 

To  reach  a  mass  audience,  our  colorful  display  is  hard  to  beat.  The 
headerboard,  with  brightly  lit  logo  and  the  society’s  name,  calls  across 
a  large  convention  hall.  The  response  from  strangers  to  our  iris  world 
benefits  not  only  the  national  society  but  our  local  groups. 

The  display  should  be  manned  at  all  times,  and  plenty  of  national  and 
local  literature  should  be  available  to  the  gardeners  who  stop  to  look 
and  chat  with  us.  Warning:  Those  manning  the  board  should  remember 
to  stand  to  one  side,  rather  than  directly  in  front  of  the  display  when 
answering  questions  about  the  iris  world,  in  order  not  to  block  the  view. 

Now  in  charge  of  the  display  screen,  and  ready  to  write  you  con¬ 
cerning  security  deposits  and  shipping  costs,  is: 

Keith  Fillmore,  Route  2,  Garden  City,  KS  67846. 
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ADAMGROVE 

Irises  and  Daylilies 

Featuring 

All  Types  of 
BEARDED  &  BEARDLESS 

Irises 


TEftRY  AND  BARBARA 

tfitJiefi’s  Garden. 

608  NW  119  St.,  Vancouver,  WA.  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 


MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  MTB 
TB,  PCN,  JA,  SIB,  GUESTS 


Introducing  for 

Carl  &  Larue  BOSWELL 

and 

David  B.  SINDT 

Catalogue  $  1 ;  Refundable 

Eric  and  Bob  Tankesley-Clarke 
Rt.  1,  Box  246,  California,  MO  65018 


SPECIALIZING  IN 
LOUISIANA  IRIS 
CATALOG  ON  REQUEST! 
LARGE  SELECTION  OF  CULTIVARS 
QUANTITY  PRICES  AVAILABLE 

ED  AND  RUSTY  OSTHEIMER 

P.O.  BOX  485 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70361 
PHONE:  504-868-5422 


10  Miles  North  of  Portland 
Send  220  Stamp  for  Catalog  &  Map 


ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDENS 

22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 
Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 

Over  500  varieties  of  Northern 
grown  TB  irises  at  reasonable 
prices.  Also  50  varieties  of  fine 
peonies. 

Catalog  on  request 


GEORGE  C.  BUSH 

CLEAN  SHAVEN  IRIS  (beardless) 
OUR  SPECIALTY 

Featuring  Japanese,  Siberian  and  Species 

irises.  Also  Spurias  and  Louisianas. 

Home  of  FROSTY  RIM  (AM)  and  JAP¬ 
ANESE  SANDMAN  (HM).  We  co-intro- 
duced  the  fabulous  Ackerman  Japanese 
cultivars.  Comprehensive  price  list  for  a 
stamp. 

VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 
1739  Memory  Lane  Extd.,  York,  PA  17402 
Ph.  717/755-0557 
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BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica  and 
Spuria  irises. 

CHAMPION’S  NURSERY 

Louisina  Iris 

Species  Iris 

Perennial  list  upon  request 

Send  2  stamps  for  price  list 

12420-7th  St  Yucaipa,  CA  92399 

Perennials 

Busse  Gardens 

C71 fi£  ^iinn£%ota  LPtofolt 

Rt.2  Box  238 

COKATO,  MINNESOTA  55321 
Catalog  $1.00 

Deduct  on  First  Order 

CHEHALEM  GARDENS 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 

P.  O.  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 

SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 

Descriptive  price  list 

available  upon  request 

COMANCHE  ACRES 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  1,  Box  258 

Gower,  MO  64454 

CAL  DIXIE 

IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford¬ 
able  bearded  irises  (new  and  old)  in 
Southern  California. 

Catalog  available  on  request  about 
April  1. 

Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 

14115  Pear  St. 

Riverside,  CA  92504 

Quality  TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB, 

LA  and  Bulb  type  irises 
at  reasonable  prices. 

Catalog  $1.00 
Refundable  with  order 

No  color 

Marhigo  Japanese  Irises 

featuring  new  introductions  of  Walter  Marx. 

Daylilies,  Peonies,  Hostas. 

1987  Catalog-™$1 .00 

Credit  on  first  order 

etwee  nm 

*n$m 

15425  SW  Pleasant  Hill  Rd. 
Sherwood,  Oregon  97140 
503-625-7241 

COOLEY’S  GARDENS,  INC. 

11553  Silverton  Rd.,  N.E. 

RO.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 

TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 

QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

Free  with  your  first  order  of  the  season 
and  to  our  recent  customers 
or 

Send  $2.00  for  the  catalog,  then 
deduct  it  from  your  first  catalog  order. 
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COOPER  S  GARDEN 

212  West  County  Road  C 
Roseville,  MN  55113 

C.  CRISCOLA  IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  2,  Box  183 

Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 

600  varieties 

COLD-HARDY  IRISES 

Species,  Siberians 
and  Louisianas 

Also  Hemerocallis,  Wild 
Flowers  and  other  perennials 

Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 

T . .  -  -  - 

at  reasonable  prices 

Send  stamp  for  price  list 

D.  and  J.  Gardens 
1373  Coventry  Road 
Concord,  CA  94518 

Introductions  of  Joyce  and  Duane  Meek 

See  our  ad  in  the  Spring  Bulletin 

No  catalog  Write  for  prices  of  previous  intros 

. 

CORDON  BLEU  FARMS 

of 

Bob  Brooks  —  digger 

Ray  Chesnik  —  packer 

Box  2033 

San  Marcos,  CA  92069 

DAYLILIES  for  the  collector.  Many 
colors — tetraploids,  diploids, 
miniatures,  doubles.  Spuria  and 
Louisiana  IRISES. 

Catalog  $1.00 

DAVID  IRIS  FARM 

Rt.  1,  Tort  Dodge,  Iowa  50501 
Northern  Grown  Iris 

Newer  &  older  varieties-  reasonable  prices 
TB— BB--IB— 5DB 

5end  224  stamp  for  list 

Introductory  Special 

ENCANTADA  GARDENS 
Ann  Wright 

Rebloomers,  Medians,  TBs 
Catalog  on  request 

Box  542,  Hatch,  NM  87937 

COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  of 
Bob  Brown, 

Don  Denny,  and 

Jim  McWhirter 

—  Send  500  for  catalog  — 

11314  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  CA  95693 

/  /  ENSATA 

/  F  GARDENS 

916/687-6134 

COUNTRY  VIEW  GARDENS 

Barb  Gibson 

13253  McKelghan  Road 
Chesaning,  MI  48616 

MDBS  —  Medians  —  TBs 
Specializing  in  Medians.  Send  stamp 
for  descriptive  price  list. 

Specialists  in  Japanese  Iris.  Price  list 
and  culture  sheet  on  request, 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49053 
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GRANDVIEW  IRIS  GARDENS 

(Viola  Schreiner) 

Large  Selection  of  Quality  Irises 
TB,  BB,  IB  and  Aril 
Old  and  new  varieties  to  choose  from 
Reasonable  Prices 
Send  stamp  for  catalog 

HC  86  -  Box  91  Bayard.  NE  69334 

HAHN’S  RAINBOW” 

IRIS  GARDEN 

200  N.  School 
Desloge,  MO  63601 

Reasonable  prices.  Lots  of  old  and  new 
TBs.  Also  Daylilies.  Catalog  $1.00  (de- 
ductible  from  your  first  order) 

HILDENBRANDT’S  IRIS  GARDENS 

HCR  84,  Box  4 — Lexington,  NE  68850 
Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 

Catalog  on  request,  listing  1000  varieties  of 
SDB,  IB,  BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises.  Also,  Oriental 
Poppies,  Peonies  and  Hostas. 

HOLIDAY  SEEDS 

4276  Durham  Circle 
Stone  Mountain,  GA  30083 

Hosta,  Lily,  Iris, 
and  Daylily  seeds. 

10  pkg./$12.50  ppd. 
Shipment  in  January. 
Catalogue  available 
mid-December,  $1.00. 


HUGGINS  FARMS 
IRISES 

Rt.  1,  Box  348 
Hico,  TX  76457 

Over  1 200  varieties  of  bearded 
irises — old  and  new. 

Send  $1.00  for  complete  descriptive 
listing,  refundable  on  first  order. 


ILLINI  IRIS 

D.  STEVE  VARNER 
N.  State  St.  Rd. 
Route  3,  Box  5 
Monticello,  IL  61856 
Phone  217-762-3446 
Hybridizer  and  Grower 
TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 
Siberian  Irises 
Tetraploid  Hemerocallis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 
nursery  only 

Please  send  $1 .00  for  descriptive 
price  list  for  two  years 

THE  IRIS  POND 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebloomers 
Siberian  •  JA  •  Species 
Send  $1 .00  for  list 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

731 1  Churchill  Rd..  McLean.  VA  22101 


J  &  J  IRIS  GARDEN 

4867  Mission  Creek  Road 
Cashmere,  Washington  98815 

Introductions  of 
Jack  Boushay 

Tails  &  Medians 


THE  J— LOT  GARDENS 
of  Lottie  Ogles 

1 1 56  N.  Main  Joshua,  Texas  76058 

Ph.  817-295-4074 

REBL00MING  SPECIALIST 

Catalog  listing  of  125  varieties 

also 

Extensive  listing  of  Spring  Bloomers 
Quality  high  -  prices  low 

Send  39c  stamp  for  lists  after 
March  1 


91 


Iris  lovers  from  West  Germany 
and  Japan  have  purchased  double 
rimmers  for  their  home  areas,  giv¬ 
ing  IRIS  TEST  GARDENS  interna¬ 
tional  recognition. 

Slides  are  available  for  club 
meetings.  Let  us  know  your  wishes 
so  our  set  can  be  sent  on  time.  Cost: 
Return  insured. 

We  have  display  beds  at  our  main 
garden  at  424  S.E.  8th  St.  and  also  at 
our  home.  Chet  Tompkins’  introduc¬ 
tions  are  a  new  feature  for  our  many 
visitors  to  see  for  themselves. 

AUSTIN  &  IONE  MORGAN 

IRIS  TEST  GARDENS 


LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ken  and  Belle  Durio 
CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TETRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

OUR  36th  YEAR 
DESCRIPTIVE  CATALOG 
$2.00 


THIS  LIST  INCLUDES  MANY 
EXCITING  NEW  DAYLILIES 
AND  HARD-TO-FIND  BULBS 
AND  RELATED  PLANTS 


1010  Highland  Park  Drive 
College  Place,  WA  99324 

Send  500  for  catalog 
Visitors  welcome — bring  camera. 


RT.  7,  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 


KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.0.  BOX  81 73  STOCKTON,  CA.  95208 

Specializing  in  the  newest 
Tall  Beardeds 
July  /  August  Shipment 
Catalog  with  pedigrees  available  for  50«: 

KIRKLAND  IRIS  GARDEN 

George  and  Carol  Lankow 

Choice  MEDIAN  and  DWARF  irises. 

Featuring  the  introductions  of 
Carol  Lankow  and  Maybelle  Wright. 

Catalog  on  Request 
725-20  Ave.  West  Kirkland,  WA  98033 


LAURIE'S  GARDEN 


•  EXCLUSIVE  “NO  FAULT” 
GUARANTEE 


(Lorena  M.  Reid) 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy. 
Springfield,  Oregon  97477 


CATALOG  -  $2.00 
AVAILABLE  APRIL-AUGUST 


Specializing  in:  CALIFORNICAE, 
JAPANESE  and  SIBERIAN  Irises.  Also 
grow  many  Cal-Sibes,  Evansia, 
Laevigatae  and  other  Beardless  Species 
and  Hybrids. 

Descriptive  price  list 
for  stamp  in  May. 


*  ^Gardens 


1073  BIRD  AVE.,  DEPT.  A 
SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 
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TOP  QUALITY  IRIS 

From  the  “Top  of  the  World” 

Price  List  on  Request 


GARDENS 


P.O.  Box  19  Boulder,  CO  80306 

Featuring  introductions  from  several 
fine  Colorado  hybridizers. 


Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions. 

“Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska” 


MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 


Larry  L.  Harder 
P.O.  Box  278 
Ponca,  Nebraska  68770 


M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 

4828  Jella  Way 
North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 

MIKA 

GARDENS 

Tall  Bearded  Irises 

Quality  rhizomes  grown  in  the  great  San 
Joaquin  Valley.  Reasonable  prices. 

1544  Schmidt  Road 
Gustine,  CA  95322 

3  miles  off  Interstate  5 
Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 


GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 


Write  for  free  price  list 


REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 

Some  MEDIANS. 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 
Rt.  4,  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 

Send  stamp  for  price  list. 


COLOR 

CATALOG 

of  Medians  •  TBs  •  Arilbreds 
$1 .00  on  request 

Mid-America  Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 


mutter's  fttanor 
(gardens 


Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 
3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 


P.O.  Box  12982 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73157 


Newest  irises  at  affordable  prices 
Send  stamp  for  catalog 
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MISSION  BELL  GARDENS 

(MELBA  AND  JIM  HAMBLEN) 


Featuring 
Fine  Irises  of 
Recent  Introduction 

TALL  BEARDED 

Catalog  on  request 
No  color 

2778  W.  5600  So.  Roy,  Utah  84067 


oAloitfl*  TW  Skis  Qakdm 

Mary  Ferguson 

P.O.  Box  595  Norfolk,  NE  68701 

402/871-8895 


Newer  TB  and  Median  Irises 
For  added  interest  to  your  iris  garden: 

Iris  wind  chimes 
Iris  clapper  for  your 
chimes 

Iris  windsocks,  hand 
painted,  personalized 
Also  Quilled  Iris  cards 
Send  stamp  for  price  list 


MOONSHINE 

GARDENS 


OLD  DOUGLAS  PERENNIALS 

6065  Old  Douglas  Rd. 
Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 


of 

Monty  Byers 

P.O.  Box  lOIQ 
Cleorloke  Ooka,  CP  05423 

Specializing  in  space  agers  and  re¬ 
bloomers.  An  extensive  listing  of 
many  of  the  latest  and  best  TB,  BB, 
MTB,  IB,SDBandMDBirises. 


Featurins  SIBERIAN  introductions  of  Anna 
Mae  Mjller — 'Dancing  Nanou’ — &  1 30  named 
varieties  Send  stamp  for  price  list 

PATAPSCO  VALLEY  IRISES 

specializing  in 

•  miniature  dwarf  bearded 
and 

•  standard  dwarf  bearded  irises 

$  1 .00  for  list, 
refundable  with  first  order 


You’ll  like  the  varietal  information  and 
the  prices  in  our  catalog.  It’s  free! 


NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 

1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

Price  List  on  Request 


Linda  and  Steve  Harsy 
16236  Compromise  Court 
Dept.  B.,  Mt.  Airy,  MD  21771 


PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 

of 

HENRY  &  LUELIA  DANIELSON 

425  East  Luna 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

ARIL  AND  ARILBRED  IRISES 

Since  1941 

Also  Tall  Bearded,  Border,  Intermediate 
Standard  Dwarf,  Louisiana,  Siberian, 
Spuria  and  Japanese. 

See  our  ad  in  the  January  Bulletin 
Catalog  $1.00,  then  deduct  it  from 
your  first  order. 
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RANCHO 

DE  LA  FLOR  DE  LIS 

A  MOST  UNIQUE  CATALOG 

Dedicated  to  the  history  of  the  Iris 

Color  Illustrations 

Featuring  the  newest  of  the  new 
and  the  best  of  the  old. 

Growing  over  4000  varieties 

Rancho  de  la  Flor  de  Lis 

P.O.  Box  227 
Cerrillos,  NM  87010 

Catalog  $1.00 
Available  April  thru  July 

RIALTO  GARDENS 
John  Weiler 

1146  W.  Rialto 

Fresno,  CA  93705 

DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 
Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 
And  Reblooming  SDB 

& 

Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 
TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 
List  on  Request 


SCHREINER’S  GARDENS 
3629  QUINABY  RD.,  NE. 
SALEM,  OREGON  97303 

Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors 

GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America's  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 

$2.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 


RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Zula  A.  Hanson 
7124  Riverdale  Road 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55430 

Featuring  an  extensive  list  of  dwarfs  and 
medians.  Send  $1.00  for  our  catalog,  then 
deduct  it  from  your  first  order. 


Back  in  1987 
at  a  new  location 

SHANNON 

GARDENS 

Northfield  Boulevard  (Hwy.  47) 
Post  Office  Box  175 

Northfield,  Minnesota  55057 

Recent  TBs  and  Medians 
Price  list  on  request 


3342  W.  Orangewood 
Phoenix,  AZ  85051 

Send  for  our  catalog  listing  of 
TB,  Arilbred,  Median,  Spuria  & 
LA’s.  Guaranteed  quality! 

SKYLINE  FARMS 

Featuring  Beardeds  and  Louisianas 

Send  First  Class  stamp  for  Price  List 
or  wholesale  information. 

List  available  March  through  August. 
Wholesale  on  Beardeds  only  to  legitimate 
dealers  and  local  clubs  for  fund  raising. 
No  wholesale  on  Louisianas. 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford 

Route  3,  Box  1 62 
Whitewright,  TX  75491-9603 


95 


SCHUEFERT 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Murdock,  Nebraska  68407 
Since  1935 

Collection  of  all  Dykes  available 
Price  List  Only 


SPRUCE  GARDENS 
Rt.  2,  Box  101 
Wisner,  NE  68791 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  listing  of 
choice  newer  tall  bearded  irises. 


SLADE  IRIS  GARDENS 

George  and  Helen  Slade 

Route  5— Box  1 53A 
Cynthiana,  KY  41031 

Cold  Hardy  Bearded  Irises 
Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 
No  color 


400  Tall  Bearded 
Varieties 

Descriptive 

Catalog 

$1.00 


- N 


George  &  Margaret  Sutton 

1940  Antler  Rd.,  Uktah,  CA  95482 


Send  22a  stamp  for  catalog. 


SUNSET 

IRIS  GARDEN 

269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 


Sara  Doonan,  Master  Gardener 


PLANT  MARKERS 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 
metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 
and  economical. 

Perfect  for  Iris 

Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  description,  price  list 
and  picture. 

F.  R.  UNRUH 

37  Oaknoll  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 


April . Jan.  15 

July  . . . . . Apr.  15 

October  . . . . . . . . . .  July  1 5 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 


1 —  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island:  Mrs.  Kenneth  (Agnes)  Waite,  6  Tow  Path  Lane,  Westfield, 
MA  01 085 

2 —  New  York:  James  Burke,  46  Vincent  St.,  Lackawanna,  NY,  14218. 

3  —  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware:  Ellwood  (Bud)  Maltman,  206  Milltown  Rd., 
Wilmington,  DE  19808. 

4 —  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Car¬ 
olina:  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg,  Box  5691,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
24142 

5  —  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico:  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines, 

P.O.  Box  883,  Rome,  GA  30161 

6  —  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan:  Lynda  Miller,  31 67  E.  US  224,  Ossian,  IN 

46777. 

7  —  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  Albert  Dierckes,  3114  Hulbert  Ave., 

Erlanger,  KY  41018. 

8  —  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin:  Audrey  Machulak,  S.  82  W.  12877  Acker  Dr., 

Muskego,  Wl  53150. 

9  —  Illinois:  Brian  J.  Clough,  1332  N.  Bosworth,  Apt.  5,  Chicago,  IL  60622. 
10 — Louisiana:  Mrs.  James  J.  (Patricia)  Deegan,  833  Hiawatha  Circle, 

Pineville,  LA  71360. 

11  — Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming:  Ronald  A.  Dunn,  2109  S.  5th  West, 

Missoula,  MT  59801 . 

1 2  —  Utah:  Hyram  Ames,  3695  S.  21 1 0  East,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84109. 

13  — Washington,  Oregon  and  Alaska:  Sigrid  Asmus,  4009  24th  Ave.  West, 

Seattle,  WA  98199. 

14  — Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii:  Jean  Erickson,  4036  Trinity 

Dr.,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405. 

15 — Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Howard  Goodrick,  1700  Burr  Oak 
Way,  Hemet,  CA  92343. 

16  — Canada:  Verna  Laurin,  199  Florence  Ave.,  Willowdale,  Ontario,  Canada 

M2N  1G5. 

17  — Texas:  Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Ramona)  Howard,  3303  37th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX 

79413 

18 — Kansas  and  Missouri:  Elvan  E.  Roderick,  1137  N.  Main  St.,  Desloge, 
MO  63601 . 

19  —  New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island:  Mrs.  Norman  (Marisa)  Noe,  1354  Mal¬ 

lard  Dr.,  Martinsville,  NJ  08836. 

20  — Colorado:  Jess  V.  Quintana,  431  E.  1st  Avenue,  Denver,  CO  80203 

21  —  Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota:  Charles  T.  Claussen, 

Rt.  3,  Box  363,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57106 

22 — Arkansas  and  Oklahoma:  Larry  Stayer,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK 
74145. 

23  —  New  Mexico:  David  R.  Hooten,  Box  2133,  Hobbs,  NM  88240 
24 — Alabama  and  Mississippi:  Joe  M.  Langdon,  5605  11th  Ave.,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  AL  35222. 


Order  your 


IRISES 

IN 

VIOLET 


1988  IRIS 
CALENDAR 

Now! 

Send  your  check  for  $5.00,  made  to 
The  American  Iris  Society,  to: 
Ronald  Mullin 
Route  3,  Box  84 
Pawnee,  OK  74058 
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